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SP Students Hold Second
Annual Holocaust Exhibit

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The sixth-
grade students at Park Middle School
held their Second Annual Holocaust
Exhibit on April 15. Language Arts
teachers asked students to create some-
thing for the exhibit after the students
read “Hana’s Suitcase.” The project
gave students an opportunity to share
their understanding of what they
learned from the book.

Karen Levine wrote “Hana’s Suit-
case” based on real-life facts after she
became aware of a battered suitcase
delivered from the Auschwitz Mu-
seum to the Tokyo Holocaust Mu-
seum bearing the name Hana Brady.

Ms. Levine helped unravel the mys-
tery of the suitcase when she found that
Hana Brady was born in Czechoslova-
kia. She and her older brother, George,
witnessed their parents being arrested
and taken away by the Nazis. They
never saw their parents again. Hana
and George were sent to the
Theresienstadt concentration camp. In
1944, Hana was deported to Auschwitz.
Her brother survived by working as a
laborer. Hana was sent to the gas cham-
bers just hours after arriving at
Auschwitz on October 23, 1944.

After reading “Hana’s Suitcase,” the
students created the Holocaust Exhibit
interpreting the events from the book as
seen through their eyes. Approximately
200 exhibits filled the hall outside the
main office, ranging from poems to
timelines, miniature concentration
camps, journals, anti-Nazi posters and
a blue, Jewish star made out of Legos.

Language Arts teachers Susan
Zazzara, Jamie Aitkens, Michelle
Arminio and Lori Skoller asked the
students to answer some questions

about the pieces displayed in the mu-
seum. Ms. Zazzara told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times it was to encourage
the students to really “take a closer
look” at the pieces.

Sixth grader Nicole Dencker stated
a collage showing photographs taken
during the Holocaust with images of
children, prisoners, concentration
camps, Nazi soldiers and Hitler moved
her. “It’s emotional because you can
see the people are starving,” she said.

The amount of thought and hard
work that went into the children’s
work was obvious. One exhibit, an
open suitcase containing baby shoes
and other personal items, gave an ee-
rie glimpse into the human devasta-
tion caused by the Holocaust.

A public viewing of the Holocaust
Exhibit was held last night. For more
information on the exhibit, contact
Ms. Zazzara at szazzara@spfk12.org.

By Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

PAINFUL REMINDER...A sixth
grader at Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains reads a journal created by a
fellow student at their Holocaust Ex-
hibit.

By Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEVER FORGET...Sixth-grade students at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains
read “Hana’s Suitcase” and then created a Holocaust Exhibit from what they
learned. This student takes in the images of a collage bearing disturbing photos
from the Holocaust.
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ONE VOTE DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

YOUR VOTE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR OUR 
SCHOOLS THIS YEAR!

PLEASE SUPPORT THE SCHOOL BUDGET

Wednesday, APRIL 27, 2011
POLLS ARE OPEN:

2:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M

SPF PTA Council Backs
2011-12 Proposed Budget

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) Board of Edu-
cation has carefully crafted a pro-
posed 2011-2012 school budget.

The SPF PTA Council will host
informational sessions at all district
schools so that the public may learn
more about the proposed budget. A
member of the SPF Board of Educa-
tion will be available to answer any
questions at each of these sessions.
The dates of these meetings and the
proposed budget can be found on the
district website, spfk12.org.

After carefully reviewing the pro-
posed budget and the process by
which it was created, the SPF PTA
Council finds it to be one that best

meets the goal of attaining a quality
education for our students while be-
ing fiscally responsible.

Please show your support for our
great public schools by voting on
Wednesday, April 27!

Gina Giacona, President, SPF PTA
Council

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Car Wash to Benefit
Lincoln Eighth Grade
GARWOOD – The eighth-grade

class of Lincoln School in Garwood
will hold a car wash on Saturday,
April 30, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Garwood First Aid Squad headquar-
ters, located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Second Avenue.

The cost will be $6 for cars and $8
for SUVs. All proceeds will benefit
the Lincoln School Eighth Grade
Class by helping to fund class events
this year. The rain date for the event
is Sunday, May 1.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

We Must Fight to Keep A Rich
Curriculum In Westfield Schools

Westfield is a terrific town and its
schools are a big reason for that success.
The 50 percent growth rate in the student
population since 1992 is clear and con-
vincing evidence of this fact. At the same
time, we as a town are struggling to reach
consensus on a number of issues.

Over the last eight weeks I have had the
opportunity to listen and discuss the con-
cerns of the community as it relates to
education through one-on-one conversa-
tions, small group gatherings, board of
education meetings, candidates night and
more. The topics were varied and in-
cluded: bullying issues, implementation
of curriculum, teacher compensation and
benefits, capital reserve funding, redis-
tricting, library, extracurricular activi-
ties, special education, and more.

I believe that the fundamental issues
facing this school district are the budget,
academic and extracurricular activities
as well as what and how we communicate
this information to the public-at-large. I
believe that by focusing on these issues
we will begin to solve many of the con-
cerns raised by the community-at-large.

Today, people’s finances are stretched
to the limit. Whether we look on an inter-
national, national, state or local level, we
know this to be true. The board must be
good stewards of the funds entrusted to it,
constantly challenging itself to find new
ways to do more with less, as well as
finding novel solutions for additional rev-
enues.

Westfield schools offer a varied cur-
riculum. We must fight to keep a rich
curriculum so that all students have op-
portunities to explore areas of interest as
well as areas of giftedness. Academic and

extracurricular programs must be main-
tained.

On communication, we need to do bet-
ter. As I have spoken with parents around
town, I hear their frustration that they do
not understand what is expected of their
children in any given grade or class. We
need to demystify the Core Curriculum
Standards so that parents understand what
the goals are for each grade level.

How information is communicated also
needs help. As we move from paper to
technology tools there is a constant push
pull between who is and who is not in-
formed. Creating a policy on how infor-
mation is communicated needs to be com-
pleted quickly, and it needs to be holistic
so that every stakeholder is informed.

As a candidate for the board of educa-
tion, you have in me an open ear, a
thoughtful mind, a creative thinker and a
person who has both private industry and
“real world classroom” experience in the
schools. To solve the issues facing our
schools, it will be a collaborative effort. I
hope that I helped you to feel comfortable
with me and my platform through con-
versations, candidates night, published
articles and projects, committees and ac-
tivities we have worked on together over
the past 20 years. I am a person who feels
passionate about excellent education
paired with fiscal responsibility. Please
feel free to contact me at
KarymForBOE@thoens.org or on
Facebook. I look forward to your vote on
Wednesday, April 27, for Karym Hoens
for Westfield Board of Education.

Karym L. Hoens
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Westfield Teachers Provide
Extraordinary Education

I have been reading about the proposed
Westfield school budget and I would like
to share my perspective as a newcomer to
this town. Our family moved to Westfield
from a nearby, very highly regarded,
school district last summer. Having now
lived in Westfield for several months, it
seems to me that Westfield residents may
not realize how extraordinary the teach-
ers in this district are. The school district
in our previous town spends about $2,400
more per student than does Westfield, yet
our family feels that we are receiving
better educational value here in the
Westfield school district.

One of our daughters attended what is
considered one of the best elementary
schools in our former town. However,
when she entered the second grade at the
Wilson School, in Westfield, we discov-
ered that most of her new classmates
were better academically prepared than
she was. Fortunately, our daughter’s
teachers have been terrific and have helped

her get up to “Westfield standards,” and
we are grateful for this.

Our oldest daughter attended the middle
school in our former town. We were con-
cerned because she seemed discouraged
and unmotivated at school. When we
moved to Westfield and she started at-
tending Roosevelt School, we were de-
lighted to see a transformation. The teach-
ers at Roosevelt were stimulating and
enthusiastic, and they took a real interest
in our daughter. She, like her sister, has
blossomed academically under the in-
struction of her Westfield teachers.

As a new homeowner in Westfield, I
truly appreciate the excellent teaching in
this district, and I support the school
budget on April 27. I encourage Westfield
voters to do so as well, and to vote yes, so
that we can maintain the high standards of
education our children deserve.

Marcela Wolff
Westfield

WF BOE Needs BOE Member With
Leadership, Financial Background

We have less than two weeks left be-
fore you will have the opportunity to cast
your vote for the Westfield school budget
and for the election of members of the
school board. We have just completed the
PTC candidates’ night and it is becoming
even clearer to me why I am running and
why I believe that you should vote for me.

What we need now is leadership and I
believe that I can offer that leadership. I
believe that I can work with the board to
establish a clear vision for the future,
identify changes that we must undertake
and then be able to execute that change
through consensus among my peers and
the residents of Westfield. We must en-
gage more of the good citizens of our
town who all have much at stake in the
success of our schools. I will provoke
debate, I will engage you and, most im-
portantly, I will listen to what you have to
say in a thoughtful and respectful way.
We may not always agree, but you will
have your forum to speak.

What we do not need are candidates
who have been in office previously and
whose policies have not successfully po-
sitioned us for the future.

We need to elect someone who has
worked in finance, who has vast experi-
ence in marketing and who has worked in
companies where collaboration was es-
sential for success. We need to change the
way we conduct business in the school
district, and the only way for that to
happen is to embrace change and offer up
ideas that we have previously discounted
as something that “we don’t do here.” I
am willing to offer up ideas that might not
work but will provoke some discussion
within the board and with you.

I will not reiterate all of my previously
discussed thoughts here but you can go to
prior editions of The Leader or online
sites The Westfield Patch and The Alter-
native Press, to see what I have been
saying since the campaign started. You
can also watch the Candidates Night event
on TV 36 this week. I believe that my
message was clear; we need change, we
need vision and we need a candidate who
is willing to stimulate lively debate about
our future.

I have said often during the campaign
that the good news is that we have a
strong foundation from which to con-
tinue to build. We have great teachers
who love working in Westfield and we
have committed residents. We just need
to be able to open our eyes to change.

Please vote for me, Mark Friedman, on
Wednesday, April 27. If you would like
to e-mail me, please send it to
voteforfriedman@gmail.com.

Mark Friedman
Candidate for Westfield BOE

As A Parent, ‘I Bring Something
Very Different’ to School Board

As the election moves forward, it is
clear that I bring something very differ-
ent to the board than what we have seen in
recent years. I am the candidate with the
youngest kids in our schools and I am in
the schools every day. Since I have the
youngest children, I certainly feel I must
invest the most that I can in making sure
they continue to receive the best educa-
tion possible. Let’s face it — I will be in
our schools for years to come. The board
of education should have at least one
member that is on the ground, every day,
in the schools and can bring the issues
that exist in all 10 buildings to the board
table for discussion. I am ready to serve.

My reasons for running are simple. I
want to see change. Change for our kids
and for our entire community. I will be
entrenched in our schools for a long time
and feel serving would be a great invest-
ment in our children and community.

We need to be more proactive rather
than simply react to things. I feel as
though some of the decisions that the
board has made over the years were made
reacting to mandates rather than being
proactive. I would like to keep the board
focused on educating our kids and using
every dollar we get as efficiently as pos-
sible. I don’t feel like we can keep turning

to the taxpayers and continue to say, “pay
more.” We have to be more creative.

Schools exist to serve our children.
Yet, the parents who are the true stake-
holders have gone unheard. Many cur-
rent board members and candidates do
not have children in our schools... so what
is their stake in all of this? I will stand for
your children and mine. When a parent
sends their child to school each morning,
there are three concerns — that the child
is being challenged academically, is in a
safe environment and is healthy.

My goal is to bring a practical and fresh
approach to confront the issues that will
be presented before me if I am elected. I
have the passion and commitment to try
and make a real difference, not only in
our children but our entire community.

Please contact me either through my
Facebook page — Jenn Silva for Westfield
Board of Education or via e-mail at
silvaforboe@gmail.com with any ques-
tions or comments.

I hope you will come out in support of
me and vote on April 27.

Thank you.

Jennifer Silva
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Focus on Balancing Fiscal Efficiencies
And Positive Achievement of District
As was the case in 2008, balancing

fiscal efficiencies and high quality educa-
tion remains my primary focus while seek-
ing a seat on the Mountainside Board of
Education. An incumbent whose support
of every child in the Mountainside school
district has been evident during my term,
I have been afforded the opportunity to
provide key oversight of the 2009-2010,
2010-2011, and 2011-2012 budgets for
the Berkeley Heights school district and
the Mountainside school district. My ap-
proach to this responsibility has been one
that prioritizes curriculum, instruction and
assessment as well as professional devel-
opment for staff members. These priori-
ties are very much aligned with the goals
and action plans for both districts, and
although many fiscal challenges have sur-
faced in the state of New Jersey in the last
24 months, Mountainside is still a high-
performing school district. The district’s
administrators, teachers, support staff and
community members are to be commended
for tirelessly collaborating to ensure our
successes.

For those community members who
have followed the multiple presentations
made at public board of education meet-
ings since 2007, reserves were estab-
lished as a result of the dissolution of the
Union County Regional High School
District. These reserves were utilized to
offset debt service and general operating
budget expenditures so that Mountainside
taxpayers would benefit from minimal
tax increases for several years. In antici-
pation of exhausting these reserves, well-
disciplined and responsible purchasing
of goods and services allowed for con-
tinual reallocations, which generated sur-
pluses to further provide tax relief. Es-
sentially, we tightened our belts to pre-
pare for the exhaustion of our reserves. In
doing so, we received a score of 97 out of
100 points on the fiscal District Perfor-
mance Review indicator when monitored
by the New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion. Additionally, we received no audit
recommendations for several fiscal years.

Often overlooked, approximately one-
third of our students annually attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School. The stu-
dents who attend Governor Livingston
thrive in this student-centered environ-
ment. As such, it is critical that we main-
tain the positive and productive send-

receive relationship we have enjoyed with
Berkeley Heights for years to come. With
this in mind, as liaison to the Berkeley
Heights Board of Education, I under-
stand the importance of balancing fiscal
efficiencies and high-quality education
at the high school level. Misinformation
was implicit in a recent letter to the editor
of The Westfield Leader. The
Mountainside Board of Education and
staff members do not establish the tuition
fee structure for Mountainside students
who attend Governor Livingston High
School. The annual tuition fee structure is
determined by the Berkeley Heights Board
of Education and staff members and is
overseen by the New Jersey Department
of Education. Similarly, we will continue
to monitor annual tuition adjustments
and related enrollment projections. In-
formation pertaining to both has been
conveyed in a misleading manner. Albeit
recent enrollment projections were un-
derestimated, the compression of adjust-
ments from a three-year to two-year cycle
mandated by the New Jersey Department
of Education in January of 2010 accounts
for much of the related tax burden.

Moving forward, we have so very much
to celebrate. I would implore the larger
school community of Mountainside to
embrace our students’ achievements
rather than subscribing to a political plat-
form grounded in negativity. An incum-
bent whose support of every child in the
Mountainside school district has been
evident during my term, I will continue to
build upon the many traditions of our fine
district. This noted, every Mountainside
resident is encouraged to vote in the
School Board Election/Budget Vote on
Wednesday, April 27, from 2 -9 p.m.

Carolyn Williams
Candidate for Mountainside BOE

 Help the Westfield High School
PTSO raise funds to assist stu-
dents and teachers by shopping at
Parkers Nursery in Scotch Plains.
Anytime between now and June
15, at checkout mention Westfield
High School PTSO and 10 percent
of your purchase will be donated
to the organization.


