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Ms. Heather H. Rudy and Patrick J. Bartels, Jr.

Ms. Heather Rudy Engaged
To Patrick Bartels, Jr.

Patrick J. Bartels, Sr. and Irene
Bartels of Scotch Plains, N.J. are
pleased to announce the engagement
of their son, Patrick J. Bartels, Jr., to
Ms. Heather H. Rudy, daughter of
Donald and Susan Rudy of
Wilmington, N.C.

The future groom is a graduate of
Bucknell University in Lewisburg,
Pa., Class of ’97, and is a managing

principal at Monarch Alternative
Capital LP, a New York City-based
distressed debt hedge fund.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of the
University of Michigan in Ann Ar-
bor, Class of ’04, and recently was a
manager at Huron Consulting Group.

The couple currently resides in
Manhattan and plans to marry in
Kiawah Island, S.C. in April 2012.

FBC Welcomes New Pastor,
Reveals Holy Week Events

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield has announced
that the Reverend Mayra Castaneda
has been named as the church’s new
senior pastor.

An ordained Ameri-
can Baptist pastor, Rev-
erend Castaneda holds
a Master of Divinity
degree (1995) and a
Master in Christian
Education degree
(1988) from Northern
Baptist Theological
Seminary in Illinois.

She most recently
served as an intentional
interim pastor for the
Princeton Baptist
Church in New Jersey
for almost three years.
Other previous positions include work
at the National Council of Churches
in New York City, at New Brunswick
Theological Seminary in New
Brunswick and as National Christian
Education Coordinator for the ABC-
USA Board of National Ministries.

Prior to coming to the metropolitan
New York area, she and her husband,
Isaac, who also is an American Baptist
Churches (ABC) minister, started a
new church plant in Lombard, Ill.,
where they served as co-pastors for
six years. She also has teaching expe-

rience in the Midwest. “Pastor Mayra,”
as she likes to be called, started her
pastorate at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield on April 11.

Born in Costa Rica, she came to the
United States with her
family at age 10. She
and her husband have
two grown children – a
28-year-old son who
lives in Massachusetts
with his wife and three-
year-old child, and a
22-year-old daughter.
They live in
Piscataway.

Holy Week activities
will include a Maundy
Thursday service to-
night, April 21, at 7 p.m.
featuring the Lord’s

Supper and Reflection on the Passion
of Christ, and a Good Friday service
tomorrow, April 22, at 7 p.m. featur-
ing Meditation on the crucifixion.
Easter Sunday events on April 24 will
include a 9 a.m. breakfast; an Easter
egg hunt at 10:30 a.m. and a 10:15
a.m. service celebrating Jesus’ resur-
rection. Childcare will be available
for all services.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street. Additional infor-
mation is available at fbcwestfield.org
or by calling (908) 233-2278.

Rev. Mayra Castaneda

Oasis-Church-NJ to Present
Easter Festivities at Loews

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-
Church-NJ.com invites members of
the community to join the congrega-
tion in celebrating Easter this Sun-
day, April 24, at the AMC Loews
Theater. The theater is located at 1021
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

At 10 a.m. sharp, Oasis will cel-
ebrate a contemporary Easter church
service with uplifting music and a
relevant message of hope, while in the
next theater children, if they wish, can
enjoy a fun Easter Egg Hunt, a craft
and multimedia message about Jesus.

“I don’t know of any churches in
Central or Northern New Jersey us-
ing a movie theater for a church ser-
vice or an event like an Easter Egg
Hunt, but that’s what makes it so
unique,” said Pastor Dave Butler.
“Besides that, they are a safe, fun and
familiar place for adults and kids
alike. And who can beat the seats?

“Guests will be greeted warmly at
the front door with a bulletin and a
smile,” Pastor Butler continued. “In
the lobby, by our welcome table, we
will have balloon twisters, free
Starbucks, bagels and other Easter
goodies, and each guest will also

receive a special gift for celebrating
Easter with us. The regular service
and kids’ program end after about
one hour, so families can enjoy the
rest of the day doing other fun stuff.”

Oasis Church is a casual, brand-new
Christian church. After Easter, regular
Sunday services at Oasis will continue
to take place at 11 a.m. at 1180 Spruce
Drive in Mountainside. For more infor-
mation, visit Oasis-Church-NJ.com or
call Pastor Butler at (732) 406-7821.

BUNNY LOVE…Oasis-Church-
NJ.com will host an Easter service and
other festivities this Sunday, April 24,
beginning promptly at 10 a.m. at the
AMC Loews Theatre in Mountainside.

Eyewitnesses to Holocaust
To Share Their Experiences
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains will com-
memorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day) with a free, two-
part program, open to the public, on
Friday, April 29, and Sunday, May 1.

Both events will feature a
presentation from people who
experienced the horrors of World
War II first hand – one a Holocaust
survivor, the other a liberator.

On April 29, guests are invited to
join temple members for hors
d’oeuvres at 5:30 p.m. and a Shabbat
service at 6 p.m., which will be
followed by speaker Richard Tisch at
7:30 p.m. Mr. Tisch participated in the
liberation of the Dachau Concentration
Camp on April 29, 1945.

He will show excerpts from the film
Trial of the Rainbow, which features
film footage of the liberation, and he
will speak about how the liberation
experience when he was 24 years old
affected him then and today. (Viewer
discretion is advised for the film, as
well as for his personal photo album.)

On May 1 at 7 p.m., survivor Clara
Kramer will speak about her
experiences during the Holocaust. She
spent nearly two years hiding in a
bunker dug out of the basement beneath
the home of her family’s housekeeper.
During this time, she kept a diary,
which was published in book format
as “Clara’s War: One Girl’s Story of
Survival” by Harper Collins in 2009.

Following her talk, Student Cantor
Vicky Glikin will perform a special
liturgy she has compiled, accompa-
nied by a quartet of cantorial students,
cellist Elizabeth Thompson, pianist
David Deschamps and violinist Rob
Lowe. This liturgy was previewed at
Hebrew Union College on October
20, 2010, and the performance on
May 1 will be its public premier.

Included will be a candle-lighting
ceremony in memory of those who

perished during the Shoah, those
who survived against all odds and
those who risked their lives for the
sake of others.

This Yom HaShoah weekend will
be funded by the Nathanson Adult
Education Fund, and through dona-
tions by the Frier family in memory
of parents Charlie and Anna Frier;
Pauline Wolff in honor of Sidney
Wolff; Helen Aron in memory of her
father, and Ann Saltzman in memory
of her relatives from Belarus who
perished in the Shoah.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. The chapel is
around the corner off Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
Temple Sholom. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Upcoming Garage Sale
To Benefit Resolve

SCOTCH PLAINS – Resolve
Community Counseling Center, Inc.
welcomes everyone to a garage sale
on Saturday, April 30, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1171 Terrill Road
in Scotch Plains.

A variety of items will be available,
including furniture, home accessories,
clothing and toys, all in good, clean
condition, according to Resolve.

Founded in 1974, Resolve is a pri-
vate, non-profit mental health agency
that provides counseling, advocacy
and educational programs for chil-
dren, adolescents and adults, serving
individuals, couples and families. The
agency is housed in the historic
Hamilton House located on Front
Street in Scotch Plains.

Celebrate Easter
MAUNDY THURSDAY

Thursday, April 21
Choral Eucharist at 7:30 P.M.

GOOD FRIDAY

Friday, April 22
Good Friday Liturgy at 12:00 P.M.

with Homily and St. Paul’s Parish & Treble Choirs

Children’s Service at 3:30 P.M.

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

Saturday, April 23
Holy Eucharist at 7:30 P.M.

EASTER DAY

Sunday, April 24
Holy Eucharist (Rite I) at 7:45 A.M.

Children’s Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

with Children’s Choirs, Members of The Parish Choir, Brass & Percussion

Holy Eucharist (Rite II) at 11:15 A.M.

with Sermon by the Rector,
The St. Paul’s Parish & Treble Choirs

Brass Quintet & Percussion
Featuring works of Bairstow, Handel, Nestor & Proulx

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, Rector
The Rev’d Susan R. Ironside, Curate
Charles M. Banks, Director of Music

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street - Westfield, New Jersey

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10 or www.stpaulswestfield.org

 at St. Paul’s

Celebrate Easter at

First Congregational Church

Maundy Thursday

April 21, 7:30 p.m.

Service of Scripture, hymns and

Holy Communion

Good Friday

April 22, 7:30 p.m.

Service of Meditation and Reflection

in Patton Auditorium

Easter Sunday

April 24

Worship Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Music for organ and brass by Handel, Widor and Beethoven

One-room schoolhouse and infant care at both services

Coffee hour at 10 a.m

Visitors are Always Welcome!

Member, the United Church of Christ.

The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair ramp.

Infrared listening devices are available for the hearing impaired.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-2494

www.fccofwestfield.org

 
 

“The Messiah in the Passover” 
 

This Saturday, April 23
rd

 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Hosted by the Echo Lake Church of Christ 
 

Dr. Gregory Hagg of Chosen People Ministries will be 

demonstrating how the Passover Seder points to the 

Messiah.  This meaningful celebration will enrich your 

faith and understanding as a believer in Jesus. The 

program will last about an hour. 

 

419 Springfield Ave. 

(Intersection of E. Broad St. and Springfield Ave.) 

 

(908) 233-4946 

www.echolakechurch.org 

FANWOOD – Fanwood will hold
its 22nd Annual Clean Communities
Day on Saturday, April 30, as part of
the community’s observance of Earth
Day. Grant money was made avail-
able for the event through the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection.

Individual volunteers of all ages,
along with Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
interested organizations and family
groups, are invited to assemble at
8:30 a.m. by the Millennium Clock
at the south side parking lot of the
Fanwood railroad station.

Participants will be able to enjoy
bagels (donated by Fanwood Bagels
and Deli), doughnuts and coffee
while Greg Cummings acts as “em-
cee” for the event. Each participant
also will receive a coupon for a slice
of pizza from the South Martine
Pizza and Deli.

Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves,
pick-up devices and plastic bags will
be distributed to volunteers. Joanne

Gemenden, Union County recycling
coordinator, will provide participat-
ing children with some “goodies.”
This year’s special giveaway is a
stainless steel water bottle.

The 100 or so expected volunteers
will be organized into teams with a
leader and then transported by De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
employees to one of 13 locations
designated for cleanup. These in-
clude Forest Park, LaGrande Park,
the Carriage House Park, the Bor-
ough Hall property, the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the munici-
pal parking areas, as well as the area
around the railroad tracks. At no
cost to the borough, NJ Transit will
provide two flagmen to provide se-
curity for those assigned to this area.

In addition, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue. For more informa-
tion regarding this event, call the
DPW at (908) 322-7404.

Westfield Foundation Posts
Recent Grant Recipients

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation has announced its most
recent grant recipients. In 2010, the
Foundation granted $240,000 to over
35 programs and projects benefiting
all segments of Westfield and sur-
rounding communities.

The Foundation favors grants for
programs or projects that focus pri-
marily on the community of Westfield
or groups serving the Westfield com-
munity. The areas of focus include
education; the arts and other cultural
activities; civic, health and human
services; community development
and the conservation and preserva-
tion of historical resources.

In 2010, 8 percent was allocated to
the Arts; 31 percent to Education; 29
percent to Health and 32 percent to
Social Services. Grant recipients in-
cluded the Temple Emanu-El I Have
a Dream Foundation, SAGE
Eldercare, Oratorio Singers of
Westfield, Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, 102nd Cavalry Family
Readiness Group, Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council and Good Grief.

In January, the Foundation com-
pleted its annual winter appeal, with
contributions exceeding $36,000
from Westfield and surrounding com-
munity members. These contributions
resulted in the highest appeal amount
since 2000. Additionally, in 2010,
more than $80,000 was donated into
individual family funds held at the
Foundation. Funds can be established
in one’s family name, allowing con-
tributions to have a long-term impact
that will continue to meet commu-
nity needs indefinitely.

For the first quarter of 2011, the
Foundation granted more than
$59,000 in funds to 10 programs or
projects. These grants provided for
installation of a closed circuit televi-
sion system for senior housing; re-
spite care for caregivers of Alzheimer
patients and improvement to a local
historical site.

First quarter grant recipients in-
cluded Habitat for Humanity,
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing,
Center for Hope Hospice, Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, Masonic
Learning Center, CONTACT We
Care, Miller-Cory House Museum,
Alzheimer’s Association, Oratorio
Singers of Westfield and the Westfield
Public Schools.

The Foundation started with an
initial donation of $2,000 over 36
years ago. Its funds are profession-
ally invested and the income gener-
ated is granted to carefully screened
applicants throughout the year. The
Foundation has distributed over $4

million since its inception.
For more information about the

Westfield Foundation, visit the
website thewestfieldfoundation.com.
Those interested in contributing to
this community foundation or who
have further questions may contact
Betsy Chance, executive director, at
foundation@westfieldnj.com or
(908) 233-9787.

Clean Communities Day Set
For April 30 In Fanwood

FW Residents Invited
To Discuss Recreation
FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen

Mahr and the Fanwood Recreation
Commission invite Fanwood resi-
dents to share their ideas for improv-
ing Fanwood’s recreational facilities
at the commission’s next meeting on
Tuesday, April 26, beginning at 7:30
p.m. in the community building in
Forest Road Park.


