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HOP TO IT…The Lions Club of Westfield will hold its annual Easter Egg Hunt
this Saturday, April 23, at 1 p.m. sharp at Mindowaskin Park for children up to
age 7. Youngsters and their families are asked to be there by 12:45 p.m. Pictured,
the Lions Easter Bunny joins some friends at a previous hunt.

Westfield Lions to Hold
Egg Hunt This Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will hold its 76th annual
Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, April
23, at 1 p.m. for children up to age 7 in
Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park. Par-
ticipants and their parents are asked to
assemble in the park by 12:45 p.m., as
the hunt will start precisely at 1 p.m.,
weather permitting.

Three age-appropriate areas will
be set aside for the children: toddler
to age 3; 4 and 5 year olds, and 6 and
7 year olds. More than 1,500 plastic
eggs will be hidden in the area around
the gazebo. Many of the eggs will
contain prize coupons for treats do-
nated by town merchants that may be
redeemed at a designated table, ex-
cept for those coupons to be redeemed
at Baron’s or Philly Pretzels.

Immediately after the hunt, com-
plimentary plastic bags containing
gourmet jelly beans will be distrib-
uted to the children, along with a
coupon good for a Rita’s Ice at Rita’s.
The Easter Bunny will be available
from noon on for pictures with the
children. Parents are invited to bring
their own cameras.

Voluntary donations will be ac-
cepted to help defray the costs of the
hunt. In the event of poor weather
conditions, there will not be a rain
date. Instead, the Lions will hand
out jellybeans, plastic eggs and vari-
ous prizes under the gazebo, as well
as having the Easter Bunny avail-
able there for photographs. The Li-
ons also ask participants to bring
non-perishable items for the
Westfield Food Pantry.

The Lions Club extends its appre-
ciation to Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau and to Town Administrator
James Gildea for their assistance with
the hunt.

This year’s hunt will be under the
aegis of Lions President Beth
Broadwell, along with Hunt Co-Chair-
men Mike Gordeuk and Alberta Ryan.

The Westfield Lions Club would
like to hear from anyone who has
pictures from the early years of the
hunt, which started in 1936. The club
may be contacted at: P.O. Box 572,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.

POLICE BLOTTER
WF Area Chamber Drafts
2011-2015 Strategic Plan

By PAULA EHOFF

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce is an association of more
than 300 businesses/professionals in
the Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield communities. The Cham-
ber acts as the voice for businesses in
these communities and is driven by
its vision to be the premier advocate
and energizer for economic develop-
ment by facilitating productive inter-
action among businesses, non-prof-
its, government, education and the
greater community. The Chamber’s
mission is to provide an environment
that fosters success for members
through increased economic activity,
business advocacy, member-driven
services and community involvement.

In late 2010, the WACC Chamber
Board embarked on an aggressive
revitalization effort – ensuring its
vision and mission reflected the
needs and interests of its members
and communities. As part of this
redesign process, the board launched
a six-month effort to develop a Long-
Range (five-year) Strategic Plan that
would ensure organizational success.
The Plan’s structure identifies key
initiatives, goals for each initiative
and strategies for success. The five-
year work plan (July 1, 2011-June
30, 2015) is a “living” document
with evolving and adjustable strate-
gies based on quarterly performance.
The board, its members, volunteers
and staff played an active role in

developing this Plan, ensuring a rel-
evant and valuable end result. The
development process has three
phases: 1) an assessment period to
identify common themes and areas
of focus, 2) a draft plan develop-
ment/review period (the current
phase), and 3) the upcoming final
phase – plan approval scheduled for
May-June 2011.

The draft initiatives, goals and strat-
egies align Chamber work expecta-
tions with the Chamber’s Mission
and Vision statements. The 2011-
2015 Draft Plan includes the follow-
ing five key initiatives:

Initiative 1 – Association Growth
and Development

Initiative 2 – Leadership and Gov-
ernance

Initiative 3 – Community Devel-
opment

Initiative 4 – Member/Commerce
Advocacy

Initiative 5 – Education and Devel-
opment

The board is excited to share its
2011-2015 Strategic Plan. Chamber
leadership welcomes feedback to the
draft plan. To review the entire draft
plan, provide feedback, or request
more information about the WACC,
please contact Neil Pinkman, the
WACC executive director, at (908)
233-3021.

* * *
Ms. Ehoff, M.Ed., is the Westfield

Area “Y” Chief Operation Officer
and a WACC board member.

HOLY SCENE…Youth from St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of Westfield
participate on Palm Sunday in the Passion Drama that was presented at all
masses. Directed by Patti Gardner, youth minister, and parishioner Bill Baton, it
included students from Westfield and Scotch Plains. A contemporary rendition
of the Stations of the Cross will take place tomorrow, Good Friday, at 8 p.m. in
the church. The youth will share personal reflections and inspirational songs in
candlelight while the action takes place behind a screen, allowing the congrega-
tion to view just an image of the action. All are welcome.

An Energy Audit: Is It
Right for Your Home?

SCOTCH PLAINS – An energy
audit can determine where you can
save on costly wasted energy. During
the home audit, the auditor will run a
blower door, which is a tool that mea-
sures the air leakage. Once the blower
door is running, the auditor will scan
your home with a thermal infrared
imaging camera and perform health
and safety tests, checking for levels of
carbon monoxide, draft and gas leaks.
The auditor will factor in the existing
insulation, air leakage and efficiency
of the heating and cooling equipment
to calculate the estimated energy sav-
ings based upon the recommended
energy efficient measures.

When selecting a company to per-
form an energy audit, make sure that
they are accredited by the Building
Performance Institute (BPI). Com-
panies that are BPI accredited can

facilitate the NJ Clean Energy Pro-
gram. The program is now offering
$4,000 cash rebates and 0-percent
interest loans for qualifying homes.
Energy efficient measures include
adding insulation, air sealing (which
is tightening up the home’s thermal
envelope reducing draft) and replac-
ing old heating and cooling equip-
ment with new high-efficiency ones.
Improving your home will reduce
utility bills, increase home comfort,
add selling value and help out the
environment.

For more information or to sched-
ule an energy audit, contact Green
Energy Improvements –Scotch Plains
– (908) 228-2493 –
www.greenenergy-nj.com.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Mr. Bassman to Recall
Fanwood in the 1950s
FANWOOD – The Fanwood His-

toric Preservation Commission will
hold the second of its Spring 2011
series of events at the Fanwood Mu-
seum, located on the main floor of
the historic Fanwood Train Station.

The station is located at the inter-
section of North and Martine Av-
enues. Built in 1874, it is the last
remaining example in Union County
of Victorian-style railroad stations
built by the New Jersey Central Rail-
road.

Entitled “Memories of Fanwood,”
the presentation will be held on Sun-
day, May 1, at 2 p.m. Longtime
Fanwood resident Ted Bassman will
reminisce about growing up on
Shady Lane during the 1950s, the
decade that saw a skyrocketing, 147-
percent growth in Fanwood’s popu-
lation.

Mr. Bassman attended school and
played sports in the borough. His
father owned a delicatessen on
Martine Avenue that was a popular
local gathering location. After gradu-
ating from Penn State and serving in
the Army, he returned to Fanwood
and eventually bought his parents’
house. In 1981, Mr. Bassman moved
to Scotch Plains, where he now lives.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Pedestrian Is Injured
Crossing Quimby St.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A woman was
struck by a motor vehicle last week
as she attempted to cross Quimby
Street in Westfield. She was taken to
University Hospital in Newark with
what are believed to be serious but
non-life-threatening injuries, ac-
cording to police.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the pe-
destrian, identified as Allison Uniacke,
29, of New York City was crossing at
7:35 p.m. on April 13 when she was
struck by a 2006 BMW operated by
Nicholas Novello, 41, of Scotch Plains.

Captain Auchter said the accident
remains under investigation by the
police department’s Traffic Bureau,
and no further information was avail-
able as to whether Ms. Uniacke was
in the crosswalk at the time or whether
Mr. Novello would be issued any
citations.

Westfield
Tuesday, April 12, James Padilla, 28,

of Piscataway was arrested on the 600
block of West South Avenue on an Eliza-
beth warrant in the amount of $500. He
was processed and turned over to the
Elizabeth Police Department.

Tuesday, April 12, Guy Ferrara, 41, of
Westfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants from Westfield, for $130, and
Old Bridge, for $120, after turning him-
self in at Westfield police headquarters.
He was processed and released on bail.

Tuesday, April 12, Robyn B. Mor-
gan, 54, of Mountainside was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) and careless driving after
being involved in a motor vehicle acci-
dent on North Avenue near Central
Avenue. Morgan was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, April 12, a gray “Trek”
brand mountain bicycle belonging to a
resident of the 800 block of Clark Street
was reported stolen from the north side
Westfield train station between 7:30
a.m. and 7:15 p.m. that day.

Wednesday, April 13, Derrick Lee, 39,
of Jersey City was arrested at the Hudson
County jail on open warrants from
Westfield, for $824, and Newark, for
$250. He was due to appear in Westfield
Municipal Court the following day.

Thursday, April 14, Milagros Flores,
40, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle accident investigation at South
Avenue and Watterson Street. Flores
was turned over to a responsible adult.

Friday, April 15, a motor vehicle sus-
tained damage through criminal mischief
while parked in front of a residence on the
100 block of North Chestnut Street. One
or more unidentified individuals used an
unknown object to shatter the glass on a
side-view mirror. The approximate
amount of damage is $100.

Friday, April 15, Ruben Arguello-
Perez, 28, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth criminal war-
rant pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
West North Avenue and Clark Street. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on
posted bail.

Friday, April 15, Antonio Caponigro,
29, of Morristown was arrested at Mor-
ris Plains police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for
$1,038. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters and processed.
Further investigation revealed outstand-
ing warrants from East Newark and
Parsippany, for $500 each, and East
Hanover, for $750. Caponigro was un-
able to post bail and transferred to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, April 16, two concrete planter
bases were reported stolen from a back-
yard on the 300 block of North Scotch
Plains Avenue. Taken by someone un-
known, the planters were described as
two feet wide by two feet tall. The ap-
proximate value of the theft is $100.

Saturday, April 16, Julio Cordero,
46, of Belleville was arrested on out-
standing criminal warrants from Union
City, for $99; Trenton, for $2,500, and
Jersey City, for $30, pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle stop at East South and
Windsor Avenues. He also was charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly falsely identifying himself to po-
lice. Cordero was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on posted bail.

Sunday, April 17, a resident of the 700
block of Harding Street reported being
the victim of identity theft. The victim
stated that someone unknown had writ-
ten a check in the amount of $157.02.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 12, Camylle R. Hill,

25, of Irvington was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Fanwood and
Irvington, in the amounts of $89 and
$500, respectively, after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, April 13, Christopher
D. Cassett, 23, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Jerusalem Road. Accord-
ing to police, an investigation uncov-
ered the suspected marijuana inside the
vehicle. He was transported to head-
quarters, processed and released.

Thursday, April 14, Desmond L.
Pratt, 43, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with unlawful possession of a
weapon. According to police, an of-
ficer observed Pratt stumbling in the
south side Municipal Building parking
lot, at which time the officer discov-
ered a concealed knife, as well as an
outstanding Plainfield warrant for Pratt
in the amount of $250.

Saturday, April 16, Louis F. Rosa,
31, of New Brunswick was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
and resisting arrest after police received
a report of a suspicious person on Tussel
Lane. Authorities said that when police
arrived, Rosa was inside the apartment
of his former girlfriend. He was re-
moved and secured in the back of a
patrol car. While traveling to headquar-
ters, Rosa began kicking the passenger
side door and window, and when the
officer stopped and opened the rear
door, Rosa attempted to kick the of-
ficer, according to police. He was trans-
ported to headquarters and processed.

Sunday, April 17, David D. Parker,
46, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding motor vehicle warrant out
of Fanwood in the amount of $500. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Fanwood
Monday, April 11, a contractor work-

ing on the 400 block of LaGrande Av-
enue reported that, sometime overnight,
someone removed tools and scrap
metal, valued at approximately $350,
from his job site.

Tuesday, April 12, David Crawford,
29, of Linden was arrested on a Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Old South Avenue, East. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, April 12, Elcida Santana,
28, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Fanwood
after a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of South Avenue.

Wednesday, April 13, Geovani Reyes,
39, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
and on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield after a motor vehicle in which
he was a passenger was stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. According to
authorities, at the time of the stop,
Reyes gave police false identification.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Wednesday, April 13, Ulysses
Gonzalez, 22, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield after a motor vehicle in which
he was a passenger was stopped for a
violation. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, April 13, Rahim Greene,
36, of Orange was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Maplewood,
South Orange and Union after a motor
vehicle in which he was a passenger
was stopped for a violation. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the South
Orange Police Department.

Friday, April 15, Angel Martinez, Jr.,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of South
Plainfield and Cranford after a vehicle
in which he was a passenger was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, April 15, Davion Williams,
33, of Newark was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension and on an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood
after a vehicle in which he was a pas-
senger was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation on South Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, April 15, Omar Rohttis, 34,
of Ozone Park, N.Y. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Passaic af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on the 30 block
of South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Sunday, April 17, Efrain Bolanos-
Molina, 26, of Roselle was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue, at which
time the officer smelled the strong odor
of alcohol. According to police, after
failing multiple field sobriety tests,
Bolanos-Molina was transported to
police headquarters, where it was de-
termined he was an illegal alien and
was transported to the Union County
jail pending extradition by Immigra-
tion Customs Enforcement.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 13, a resident of

Cherry Hill Road reported that some-
one removed five Koi fish out of his
pond located in his backyard.

Wednesday, April 13, police re-
sponded to a restaurant on Route 22 on
a report that three customers had left
after paying only a portion of their bill.
According to police, one of the indi-
viduals, described as a white male,
approximately 20 to 25 years old, left
first and was waiting by the exit in a
vehicle described as a dark green, late
model Jeep Grand Cherokee. The other
two individuals, described as a white
female and a white male, approximately
20 to 25 years old, proceeded to run
towards the door, with the server chas-
ing them, and got into the waiting ve-
hicle. The vehicle exited the parking
lot, police said. The individuals left
$110 in cash for a $129 bill.

Thursday, April 14, Weldon Charles,
29, of Jacksonville, Fla. was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense and on a no-bail warrant out of
Morris County after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Morris County Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, April 17, Katrina Washing-
ton, 43, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct after
police responded to a Route 22 theater
on the report of an unruly person. Ac-
cording to police, Washington was very
loud inside the theater and refused the
manager’s request for her to leave. When
the officer arrived, authorities said, she
became belligerent and would not leave
the theater, at which time she was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.


