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Letters to the Editor

McFall ‘Committed to Provide
Quality Education’ At Least PP Cost

WF Per Pupil Costs Are Lower Than
N.J. Average, Surrounding Towns

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark Street ▪  Westfield ▪  908-233-2700 ▪  www.westfieldynj.org 

JOIN NOW 
LIVE BETTER 

$18 JOINER’S FEE SPECIAL! 
 

We are offering this $18 Joiner’s Fee Special all April 
long in recognition of the unusual tax day this year! 
 

 

SUMMER  
COLLEGE  
SPECIAL! 
 

Stay in shape  
at the Y this summer  
for only $40/month  
and no Joiner’s Fee! 

Financial assistance is available.  $18 Joiner’s Fee ($150 value) offer valid through 4/30.  College Special 
is for full-time students, 12 credit minimum.  Please bring college ID and Spring/Fall 2011 schedule. 

VOTE
APRIL 27TH

Westfield Board of Education

• 30 Years of Leadership
in Education

• Curriculum & Technology 
Innovation

• Strong Academic 
Support of Children

• Advocate for Your Schools 
& Property Values

• Balancing Budget Demands 
with Knowledge & Experience

facebook.com/VoteJosephMiceliWestfield

Dedicated to Your Children’s Success

All of our mattresses, including our Nirvana Latex line, can be custom built in any size or shape. Our inner-spring mattresses, 

including pillow-top are all made double-sided so that they can be flipped for maximum health and comfort. For the past 30 

years our company has strived to be one  that is easy to deal with, providing our customers with not only a great product but also 

with every aspect of the company.  

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 5/15/11

$50 OFF 
any twin/full 

inner spring set
$499 or more

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 5/15/11

$100 OFF 
any queen/king 
inner spring set
$799 or more Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 5/15/11

$100 OFF 
any twin/full 

latex set
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 5/15/11

$200 OFF 
any queen/king

latex set

Your Neighbors Are Sleeping Soundly.

Ron Shovlin, Owner

And here is what they are saying...

"My family has used the Mattress Factory for over 20 years. It is a family-run local business that 

distinguishes itself with outstanding service, exceptional products and competitive prices. Why buy an 

import from a stranger, when you can get a better mattress with great service from a neighbor & friend?

                                                                                                               - John Nichols

NIRVANA LATEX 2-SIDED INNER SPRING 

Girls Night Out Was My Best
Shopping Experience Ever in WF

I would like to thank Sherry Cronin
and the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion for coordinating the Girls Night Out
on Thursday, April 14. I signed up to have
a mother-daughter night with my daugh-
ter, Kelly. We were amazed at the effort
that was put into that night. We were
greeted with beautiful bags full of cou-
pons and specials for the night. Many of
the stores that we shopped in gave a 10
percent discount, a glass of wine or some
other goodie. We enjoyed free massages
at the Westfield Running Company, and
Prosecco and chocolates at Eileen Fisher.

We made our way down to Robert
Treat for some real treats! We were greeted

by the owners and asked to make a plate
and sit down to relax! The food was
delicious! (And I will be back!) Then we
were off for our free lattes at Rockn’ Joe,
and our free cupcake from Bovella’s.
Everywhere we went we had music ac-
companying us. It was a magical night for
me and my daughter as we reluctantly left
for home. I will gladly pre-register for
this event again. It was truly my best
shopping experience ever in downtown
Westfield! Kudos to all of you for making
it happen!

Donna Ruhl
Westfield

Kurstedt: ‘I Will Bring My Dedication
And Can-Do Attitude’ to BOE

With this being the last article I will
write before you cast your vote on April
27, I’d like to summarize why you should
vote for me.

I will bring the perspectives of both a
parent and an educator to the task. I will
make decisions based on evidence, com-
munity opinion, and students’ needs. I
will look for every opportunity to capital-
ize on the wonderful resources we have in
this district and use my knowledge of
curriculum, teaching, and learning to
make informed proactive decisions in the
best interest of all of our 6,000 students.
I do not believe teaching and learning
excellence requires more money.

I will work hard to focus board deci-
sions on those programs and practices
that promote excellence, but do not drain
our pockets. I will be a voice of positive
change and progress that keeps teaching
and learning in the forefront and I will
work hard to ensure that all points of view
are heard and respected.

In the coming years, the board will
have to work collectively with the union,
the district, and the community to de-
velop policies involving many complex

issues. I’m confident that my global ex-
perience in education and my work in
leadership consulting will enable me to
make a valuable contribution to these
discussions.

My professional experience as a pro-
fessor, administrator, staff developer,
writer and teacher speaks to my dedica-
tion and can-do attitude. My ability to
listen and act upon multiple perspectives,
to analyze, assess and identify key points
of a complex situation and to see the big
picture enables me to understand what it
takes to get results.

It has been energizing to get to know
many of my neighbors throughout this
campaign with whom I might not have
otherwise crossed paths. I thank every-
one who has taken the time to meet me,
and those who have been so supportive of
my campaign and our schools.

When you cast a vote for me on April
27, you can be confident that you are
casting a vote for fiscal responsibility,
teaching, learning, and collective conver-
sations.

Rosanne Kurstedt
Candidate for Westfield BOE

With six years of board experience, I
have an in-depth understanding of public
school issues at a local, state and federal
level. In addition, I understand the frus-
tration of the taxpayers, especially com-
munity members on fixed incomes, deal-
ing with the escalating taxes necessary to
support the schools and the impact these
taxes have on property values. I believe
that we should provide our students with
opportunities that challenge them aca-
demically, participate in athletics and the
arts while still remaining fiscally respon-
sible.

A resident of Scotch Plains for over 30
years, our three children are all beneficia-
ries of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school system and enjoy successful ca-
reers having had the foundation of solid
education values instilled in them.

I am a graduate of Lehigh University
and have had an extensive career in the
corporate world as a vice president of a
performing rights organization and con-
sultant with Ernst & Whinney. Most re-
cently I was a member of the Lucent
Technologies technical staff prior to re-
tirement. I have been involved in my
children’s education as both a caring and
informed father. Also, I have coached
girls’ inter-city soccer, actively partici-
pated in Boy Scouts and various YMCA
programs with our children. I have been

active in our church, previously serving
as the head of the board of trustees as well
as in our neighborhood, which helped the
“Save Our Island” initiative. I have served
on the board of education for two terms
and chaired both the policy and facility
committees. I am a member of the com-
munity school committee, the shared ser-
vices liaison, and serve on various district
negotiations committees as well as liai-
son for field utilization to various sports
teams in town to ensure that our youth
have access to school fields. I am com-
mitted to provide quality education with
the least cost per pupil.

I have the time, the knowledge and
commitment to serve. I look forward to
serving our community for another term
during these uncertain and perilous times
of public education instability.

Warren J. McFall
Candidate for SPF BOE

As a parent in the Westfield School
district, I have been very impressed with
the academic and extracurricular achieve-
ments of Westfield students. For example,
last year’s students had the highest aver-
age SAT score of any Union County
school district. However, property taxes
in Westfield are high and, having fol-
lowed the Westfield school budget dis-
cussions this year, I was curious to com-
pare the effect of other town’s school
budgets on property taxes. In the New
Jersey school report 2010, both academic
and financial information for all school
districts is available. For example, the
total comparative cost per pupil in
Westfield is $12,009 and the state aver-
age is $13,833, a difference of $1,824,
but what does this mean in terms of
property taxes? We have about 6,300
students in Westfield schools. If the school
system had been funded at the state aver-
age per student it would have cost
$11,491,200 more. As there are about
10,800 households that would have
amounted to an average of about $1,064
in extra taxes for each household.

Unfortunately, “the state average” is
also a difficult comparison to understand.
A similar analysis can be performed for

other local school districts to see how our
property taxes compare directly to our
neighbors. By looking to see how our
taxes would have changed if our schools
were funded at another town’s cost per
pupil, the relative financial efficiency of
our school system can be gagged. If we
funded at New Providence’s rate our taxes
would have increased on average $1,506
per household; Summit, $1,401; Berke-
ley Heights, $826; Kenilworth, $663, and
Cranford, $480. Clark is slightly higher
and Scotch Plains a few dollars lower.

Our school system is fiscally stringent;
however, this has been achieved while
maintaining an environment where stu-
dents excel both academically and in
extracurricular activities. This has rein-
forced my feeling that our children are
extremely well served and that our taxes
are well spent. Nobody likes to pay prop-
erty taxes, but if we lived elsewhere we
would likely be paying a lot more. I urge
everyone to consider this when voting for
the modest increase in the school budget
(1.3 percent) and support our excellent
school system.

David Rogers
Westfield

‘Concerned Parents’ Urge Residents
To Vote ‘Yes’ On School Budget

As another election for the school bud-
get quickly approaches, we, the under-
signed concerned Westfield parents,
would like to urge our fellow residents to
get out on April 27 to vote YES for the
school budget.

After Westfield residents sent more
than $74 million in income tax to Tren-
ton, state aid to our schools for next year
is just over $1.2 million. Despite this
staggering discrepancy, Westfield’s per
pupil cost is $1,824 below the state aver-
age while our test results remain above
average and our SAT scores are the high-
est of all public schools in the county.

Although we all have our own areas of
interest within our school district we know
that the district has been very successful
in controlling costs while striving for
high student achievement for all of our
children. We pulled together as a com-
munity last year to pass a budget that had
to cut positions and services across the
board. This year the board has been able
to prepare a budget that will maintain the
same level of education that our children

not only deserve, but also need to keep up
with our ever-changing environment.

Please mark your calendar to vote Yes
for the budget on Wednesday, April 27.

Sincerely,
Rose Hughes, Cathy Kattak, Kate

Fleschler, Ruth Maloney, Ellen Devin,
Carolyn Miller, Michelle DiFilippo,
Olivia Cozewith, Jill Dispenza, Amy
Root, Jessica Blessing, Peggy Oster, Holly
Habib, Dorothy Norris, Marie Sloan,
Corey Jung, Madeline Gerris, Toni Deis
and Lisa Harding

Rose Hughes
Westfield

Editor’s note: The letter signers are
all Westfield Parent Teacher Council
Executive Board members and PTO
presidents, as noted in their original
letter, which they withdrew and resub-
mitted as “concerned citizens.” We
asked Rose Hughes, PTC president, to
confirm that all writers did, in fact, sign
this letter to which she said, “I have e-
mail permission from all of the under-
signed.”

SPF Tea Party Comments on School Board Elections
On Monday, April 18, the executive

board of the Scotch Plains – Fanwood
Tea Party (SPFTP) met with Board of
Education President Norman “Tripp”
Whitehouse, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes, and Business Adminis-
trator Anthony DelSordi to discuss the
proposed 2011 – 2012 Scotch Plains –
Fanwood school budget. There was a
frank discussion on many issues ranging
from teacher benefits to solar panels.

The SPFTP thanks the three school
representatives for their service and com-

mitment to making Scotch Plains –
Fanwood a leading school system. We
applaud the efforts that have been made
this year to reduce spending; however,
the SPF-Tea Party still believes there is
more to be done to make the school
budget more affordable while maintain-
ing and improving the excellence of the
education provided. We look forward to
a continued dialogue.

The School Board election is on April
27 from 2 to 9 p.m. Whether you support
the budget or oppose it, here is your

opportunity to have a say in a budget that
represents approximately 65 percent of
your property tax. You also have the
opportunity to vote for the new members
of the board who will set the policy for the
district.

For more information about the Scotch
Plains – Fanwood Tea Party and school
budget information, please visit our
website at www.spf-teaparty.org.

Geraldine Keogh
Scotch Plains

Apedestrian was hit by a car on Wednesday, April 13, at night at Quimby
and Elm Streets in Westfield and taken to the hospital with serious but not
life-threatening injuries.


