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Fanwood Councilman Discusses
Benefits of Shared Services

SP to Receive Steel
From Twin Towers at
April 30 Ceremony

As we are all aware, the 10th Anniver-
sary of the September 11th tragedies is
approaching. Our township lost three resi-
dents in the attacks, and we feel it is
important to honor their lives as well as
the thousands of others who perished that
day. We recognize that this day will trig-
ger painful memories for so many, but we
would also like to celebrate those who
survived.

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, we
will be dedicating a monument on the
Alan Augustine Village Green to both the
victims and the survivors. The monu-
ment will be built using steel from the
World Trade Center.

The steel will be presented to the town-
ship by Port Authority Commissioner
Anthony Sartor at a ceremony on Park
Avenue on the steps of the municipal
building on Saturday, April 30. The 10-
foot World Trade Center steel beam will
be escorted by the township’s emergency
service representatives in a procession
beginning at 10 a.m. at the corner of
Raritan Road and Martine Avenue, along
Martine, to the municipal building.

Members of the public are invited to
view the procession along the route and
to attend the ceremony at the municipal
building. After the steel is presented, the
proposed design of the monument will be
unveiled for viewing by members of the
public.

All Americans were impacted by these
tragedies in some way, and those of us in
the tri-state area to an even greater de-
gree. Please consider joining us April 30
as we prepare to memorialize the lives of
those lost and celebrate those who sur-
vived.

Mayor Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

Resignation From
Garwood Council

It is with deep regret and a heavy heart
that I must inform you of my resignation
from my seat on council effective imme-
diately. Due to personal family reasons, I
am no longer able to serve the citizens of
this great borough. It has been truly an
honor to serve on council over the past
two years, and I wish nothing but the best
for the mayor and council in the years to
come. I have been fortunate enough to
have worked with many great people
while on council, included elected offi-
cials and our terrific municipal employ-
ees, and I would like to thank them all
very much.

Jonathan Linken
Former Garwood Councilman

‘Toolkit’ Bills Are Not Garbage But
Rather Offer Relief for Taxpayers

Where Was The Public Input at
Westfield BOE Candidates Night?

Last [week’s] PTO Board of Educa-
tion Candidates Night was missing some-
thing very crucial in the process. The
public. It surprised us and others that
there was no opportunity for questions
from the public, only “watered down”
and, somewhat, sanitized questions hand
picked by the PTO. In Scotch Plains
earlier last week, the public was invited to
participate in one-third of their forum by
asking live questions. This, in our opin-
ion (purely as Westfield taxpayers), is
outrageous. The questions “selected” [in
Westfield] clearly avoided anything con-
troversial or challenging. Obviously, there
have been many front-page issues re-
cently that we believe the candidates
should have been given an opportunity to

discuss. Though the PTO clearly works
very hard in organizing this event each
year, it is our hope that in future years
they will consider a more “open and
public” forum to better challenge the
candidates on the difficult issues they
may face as board of education members.

Mitch Slater
David Finn

Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Slater and Mr. Finn
are elected members to the Westfield
BOE, though they note this is submitted
as Westfield residents and not in their
capacity as board members.

I want to share my thoughts regarding
recent developments regarding shared ser-
vices.

There has been discussion recently on
the council’s decision to go into execu-
tive session to discuss the possibility of
sharing services with Scotch Plains. It is
appropriate, legally and otherwise, to re-
spect the privacy of our employees as we
discuss potential changes that may affect
their employment with the borough. These
are our friends and neighbors, after all,
and they serve us all well.

I understand the importance of sharing
services not only as a potential cost-
saver, but also as we try to re-imagine
how government delivers services to tax-
payers. Based on the community’s com-
ments at our shared service forums, I am
convinced that taxpayers want and de-
serve their elected officials to actively
study ways to combine resources for an
efficient delivery of services.

As our municipal budget is as lean as it
gets, we have asked our employees to do
more with less and to be creative, such as
implementing our successful dispatch pro-
gram. We should try to do more. The first
step is embracing this challenge, and,
based on our commitment to reducing
government staff and creating additional
revenue opportunities, such as our down-

town redevelopment program, I know we
can.

This process may be difficult at times; it
may challenge the status quo; there may
even be rumors along the way, but I plan to
look over everything with an open mind
while knowing that it is critical to maintain
the same level of excellent service Fanwood
has provided in the past. We should act
with a sense of urgency, but not at the
expense of excellent service. The shared
service report delivered to us by our con-
sultant, while not perfect, provides some
good ideas for us to use. I want to thank
those residents who read the report and
participated in our public forums. Your
participation makes a difference.

From my perspective, I do not want to
leave potential savings on the table which
may make a difference. This is why we
acted when we realized that delegating
our dispatch system to the county could
save us $250,000. I would also prefer that
Fanwood control the process now before
it is mandated by outsiders who wish to
impose a ‘one size fits all’ solution on our
community. I look forward to working on
this issue and providing the community
with updates. And, as always, your sug-
gestions and comments are welcomed.

Fanwood Councilman Russell Huegel
Candidate for Reelection

Editor’s Note: Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield) has
issued the following statement in response
to Senate President Stephen Sweeney’s
(D-Gloucester) comments characteriz-
ing toolkit bills in Trenton not passed by
the Legislature as “garbage.”

Legislation that ends the outrageous
practice of paying employees for unused
sick leave and preventing a repeat of the
multi-million dollar terminal leave bills
seen in Atlantic City and Jersey City this
year is not ‘garbage.’ That the Democrats
oppose ending a costly perk that is virtu-
ally only seen in the public sector shows
how out of touch the [Democratic] Ma-
jority has become after nearly a decade in
power in Trenton.

Rather than passing a phase out of
payments for unused sick leave and re-
quiring current employees to draw down

on time already accrued as had been
proposed by the Governor, Senate Demo-
crats instead passed a law that preserved
the benefit. Seven million dollars in un-
used sick leave for Atlantic City and $9
million for Jersey City are, in fact, ‘real
stuff’ to the taxpayers, especially when
these municipalities are recipients of large
amounts of state aid.

It is telling that the Majority has placed
a premium maintaining this perk, and
shows that election-year politics trump
the will of the taxpayers. If the Majority
were truly concerned about the plight of
the most highly taxed people in America,
it would set a date certain for the enact-
ment of this and other property tax relief
measures.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

McGovern Family
Thanks Community

Westfield Needs to Continue As
A ‘High Performing’ District

On behalf of the McGovern family, I
want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to
the organizers and participants of the
United for a Cause event that took place
on Saturday, April 16. Because of the
determination, kindness, and generosity
of the Fanwood and Scotch Plains com-
munities and YMCA, and the friends and
families of all who were involved, we
will be able to alleviate some of the
financial hardship incurred during my
battle with inflammatory breast cancer. I
can’t imagine being able to name all the
people who made the event possible and
who helped make it a success, but I do
want to especially thank Bob Stevens,
Janette Birkett, and Sheri Cognetti for all
of their hard work as well as the faculty

and staff of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools who contributed their time and
energy.

I want to praise all those who came out
in support on such a cold morning, espe-
cially my beloved students, of whom I am
so proud and so grateful to have known.
I think of all of you as my extended
family, and I certainly could not have
asked for a more compassionate and un-
derstanding family. To all those who
shared that day, whether present or from
a distance, you have given me hope, you
have renewed my spirit, and you are
heroes to my children and me.

Diane McGovern
Garwood

Just last week I received a letter from
the New Jersey Department of Education
announcing a “high performing” ranking
of the Westfield Public School District.
This official designation came as a result
of months of assessment required in the
New Jersey Quality Single Accountabil-
ity Continuum (NJQSAC). The assess-
ment involves over 300 quality perfor-
mance indicators within five key compo-
nents of school district effectiveness: In-
struction and program, personnel, fiscal
management, operations management,
and governance.

I am pleased to report that the Westfield
Public School District averaged a score
of 98 percent on the quality performance
indicators, clearly qualifying as a “high
performing” district. This recognition
affirms the hard work and support of our
entire Westfield school community.

In the coming year, we will continue to
work hard to deliver quality education to
our 6,300 students as we help them reach
their highest potential for that is our mis-

sion. To do so, we have constructed a
budget for 2011-2012 that maintains all
programs for our students – both aca-
demic and co-curricular. The proposed
budget is an increase of 1.3 percent. We
have been successful in finding creative
ways to find other resources, such as
grants, sharing of services and energy
conservation.

My hope is that our current young
learners will have the same opportunities
that we have been able to provide our
graduating seniors. I urge you to exercise
your right to vote on Wednesday, April
27, in the school election. Polls will be
open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Election and
budget information is available at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/schoolelection.

I am confident that with the continued
support of our community, we will main-
tain our well-earned status as “high per-
forming.”

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Westfield Superintendent of Schools

Your Participation In School Election,
Budget Vote Makes A Difference

For the second successive year, the
proposed budget for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools is lower than
the previous year. As approved by our
board of education and the acting Union
County executive superintendent of
schools, the proposed 2011-2012 school
budget will decrease spending by
$1,645,260 as compared to the 2010-
2011 budget. When compared to the pro-
posed budgets in other K-12 districts for
the 2011-2012 school year, our per pupil
costs and our administrative costs are the
lowest in Union County.

How have we done this? The reduc-
tions made to our budget over the last four
years include the elimination of over 45
positions that decreases recurring costs.
In addition, other sound fiscal manage-
ment strategies include lower energy costs
through the installation of automatic light
switches and temperature controls. The
installation of solar panels at Terrill
Middle School will yield energy credits
as well as provide 15 percent of the build-
ings’ energy needs.

Competitive proposals for employee
health and dental benefits as well as the
elimination of the traditional health plan
are resulting in savings for the district.
The early payoff of our turf field bond is
significantly reducing interest costs. We
realize revenue from facility and field
usage along with tuition from our suc-
cessful preschool program.

Most importantly, our focus on stu-
dents and learning supports effective pro-
grams that deliver! We are proud of our
students’ achievement in academics, ath-
letics and co-curricular activities, includ-
ing our award-winning music program.
Congratulations to the SPFHS Raider
boys swim team who enjoyed their first
state championship this year! To support
our students full participation in activi-

ties beyond the classroom, this proposed
budget uses some of our state aid to elimi-
nate the activity fee. We are grateful for the
support from our parents in the last two
years as this fee offset a staff position in
music and costs for co-curricular stipends.

Please come out and vote on Wednes-
day, April 27. The polls are open from 2
p.m. to 9 p.m. Your participation in the
annual School Election and budget vote
makes a difference. Strong schools are
vital to strong communities.

Margaret W. Hayes, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Schools

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Incendiarism – Willful destruction

of property by fire
2. Retromingent – Discharging the

urine backwards
3. Castoreum –  A substance having a

strong, penetrating smell, obtained from
beaver sex glands

4. Chromidrosis – A condition charac-
terized by abnormally colored perspira-
tion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A wedge
2. A burrowing rodent that looks like a

mole rat
3. Calcium tungstate
4. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
TERGIVERSATE

1. To give a wavy form, margin, or
surface

2. To please, charm or delight
3. To desert a cause
4. To flatten or squash

RELICTION
1. Land left uncovered by the recession

of the sea
2. A separation or passing through
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Deception; sleight of hand

CHURRUS
1. An outside staircase
2. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
3. Crude borax
4. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp

It’s Your Time to Be Heard;
Thank You Candidates

A number of people of called us in recent weeks,
including board members, regarding their concerns that
there are not sufficient funds to cover capital expenditures
in the Westfield school budget for next year should an
emergency arise.

We also heard from a few board members that they did
not participate in the budget process because it is closed
whereby no more than four board members are allowed to
attend. Otherwise, they say the budget discussions would
have to be made public (a horrible prospect?). So here we
have board members complaining about the budget pro-
cess being hidden. Perhaps the process needs to be made
public so that you know what you’re voting for next week.
PowerPoint presentations and Budget Bytes just may not
be enough for even board members to understand, let
alone the voters.

Meanwhile, the Westfield BOE is in the midst of suing
the state over Governor Chris Christie’s cap on superin-
tendent salaries. With fewer than 6,500 students, the cap
for Westfield Superintendent Margaret Dolan is $165,000.
Westfield wants to pay her $30,000 in excess of this cap.
The current budget presented to the voters accounts for
only $165,000. Where does the money come from should
the BOE win the suit? Where is the money coming from
to pay the lawyers for the suit?

In addition, as part of a three-year contract signed last
year by the Westfield Education Association (WEA) with
the Westfield BOE, the district awarded teachers a 4
percent raise for three years. Where is that money to come
from given the cap of 2 percent by the Governor? Despite
the BOE saying they were looking to renegotiate the
WEA contract, we have been told the union has no
intention of coming back to the bargaining table.

On another front, this week we received two letters
concerning the Westfield school election that we believe
the authors are ducking from the public by not disclosing
who they represent. The first involves a letter from Mitch
Slater and David Finn on this page in which they asked us

to publish as “private citizens” rather than as members of
the Westfield Board of Education. But, the fact is they are
BOE members and they are commenting on last week’s
BOE candidates’ forum sponsored by the PTO. We wel-
come their views, but their need for different monikers
confuses us.

A group of “concerned citizens” who are really officers
and members of the PTC put the second letter forth. See
page 5. They initially sent the letter as PTC members, but
pulled the letter and submitted a new one after being
advised that they could jeopardize their status as 501(3)(c)
non-profit organization by endorsing the school budget.
Some signers of the original letter, in fact, pulled their
names from the revised letter.

We believe our readers deserve to know the facts –
straight up – more candor, please.

One candidate complained that the others did not dis-
cuss the charges against suspended Westfield School
Business Administration Bob Berman over public bid
irregularities – and what to do about it. The candidate
suggests hiring more lawyers to watch over the situation
in the future. Don’t we already have people in charge
responsible for such things? Whose watch is it anyway?

We do not endorse candidates nor do we advocate for or
against school budgets. We advocate for good ideas and
practices – believing the citizens are the decision makers.

We do ask all voters to do their homework by knowing
the candidates, issues and budget questions before going
into the polls. For those persons who did not get a ballot
in the mail, see ucnj.org/government/county-clerk/2011-
school-board-ballots/ for sample ballots.

Polls are open this Wednesday from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in
Westfield and 2 to 9 p.m. in all other towns. We encourage
all voters to make the effort to get out and vote.

We commend all the candidates and those who serve in
these important and often times difficult capacities. Please
take the time to read all that they have written for you in
this edition.

More letters,
candidate info:

pages 5, 9, 16, 17, 18

Is Garwood to Impose a Permanent
Tax Increase on Themselves?

Most residents of the state will be asked to vote
next Wednesday, April 27, for candidates vying for
local school boards and for school budgets that are
largely funded by property taxes. Next Wednesday is
an unusual date; first for it being a Wednesday rather
than the traditional Tuesday; and second, so late in
the month. Board of Elections officials said the date
was necessary due to the holidays, Passover and
Easter, falling where they are on the calendar this
year.

The Legislature set voting for school budgets in
the spring several decades ago, as politicians that can
remember back that far said, if not, most school
budgets would be defeated if held in the November
General Election. Well, the system that politicians
developed back then has evolved with New Jersey
now having the highest property taxes in the nation.
The situation is worrisome and the battle is raging
between Governor Chris Christie and the teachers
union, the NJEA. Last year, the Governor called for
the public to defeat the school budgets to send a
message to the union. The public defeated an historic
60 percent of the budgets. Little changed though
with property taxes.

This year, the Governor imposed a ‘cap’ of 2
percent maximum that school districts can increase
property taxes. Most districts are complying with
this directive by reducing programs, cutting staff,

using accounting maneuvers and shifting items to
areas not covered by the ‘cap.’ Though the Governor
had hoped to avoid this by receiving concessions from
the NJEA, the union has remained defiant. Adding to
the controversy is the Governor’s edict on the maxi-
mum compensation that school superintendents can
receive. This also appears to be in stalemate.

There are several examples of the financial mess
the public school systems are in over the concern by
parents over education and the outrage over property
taxes. One example is the small town of Garwood.
Elected members of the board of education have
complained that they are helpless to deal with the
NJEA and their powerful negotiators. The borough
can’t find enough citizens willing to serve on the
board as a result.

Perhaps in an act of desperation, the Garwood
BOE is only one of 11 school districts in the state
asking for the voters to approve a second question –
asking for the citizens of Garwood to approve a
permanent tax increase on themselves for school
programs. We can’t believe they seriously expect
Garwood citizens to approve this, given these times
– though the few remaining members left standing
on the Garwood BOE may be using this as a ploy by
asking the citizens for help in fending off the NJEA.
Anything could happen. Next Wednesday is an un-
usual date.


