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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

MORTGAGE
SALE

Rate as of 4/7/11 for qualified borrowers. Rate locks up to 90 days.

NJ’s
Best

Rates!

www.LoanSearch.com
1-800-591-3279

Loan Search is an information service, not a lender.
532 Bloomfield Ave., Verona, NJ 07044 • NMLS License #272588

Rates assume minimum of 20% down. Adjustable rate loan has a fixed rate for the first 10 years with payments
based on 30 year term. Thereafter, the rate may change annually based on the one year Treasury plus a margin
of 2.75%. After the initial period, rates increases may not exceed 2% annually, 6% lifetime. Real estate taxes and
insurance, if applicable, may be added to the payment.

!
Real Rates – No Points

No Origination Fee
30 YR. FIXED JUMBO 

4.75%

4.81%
APR

10/1 JUMBO

4.00%

3.65%
APR

To $1 million To $1 million

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !
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Eleven BOEs Seek OK
On Second Ballot Question

Ocean County, Ringwood in
Passaic County, Penns Grove-
Carneys Point Regional in Salem
County, and Wallkill Valley Re-
gional in Sussex County.

The total amount of proposed
school construction in the seven dis-
tricts is $50.8 million. Of that, $11.4
million would qualify for state fund-
ing.

School boards may also present
voters with non-spending questions
on the ballot. There are two such
questions this year. Voters in River
Dell Regional in Bergen County will
decide whether to change the method
of apportionment (how each
municipality’s share of the district’s
costs are allocated) from a system
based entirely on each community’s
property valuation to one based en-
tirely on the pupil enrollment from
each community.

Voters in Franklin Township in
Hunterdon County will decide
whether to reduce the size of their
school board from nine to seven mem-
bers.

New for 2011, municipalities can
ask voters to approve spending over
the state’s 2-percent tax levy cap. The
14 municipalities with non-school
above-cap questions include:
Bordentown Township, Brick Town-
ship, Carneys Point, Hardwick, Jack-
son Township, Lambertville,
Lumberton Township, Mansfield,
Medford, Mount Holly, Northvale,
Oxford, Plumsted Township and
Shrewsbury.

TRENTON — Eleven of the state’s
538 school boards have proposed
additional school-funding questions
for the Annual School Election on
Wednesday, April 27, the New Jersey
School Boards Association (NJSBA)
has reported.

Several years ago, it was common
to see 70, 80, or more than 90 of such
second ballot questions asking vot-
ers to spend beyond state budget
caps, but fewer school boards are
proposing such questions due to state
restrictions and because of boards’
efforts to control of costs in a diffi-
cult economy, according to the
NJSBA.

During the April 27 school elec-
tion, voters in about 90 percent of
New Jersey’s school districts will
also select school board candidates
and they will decide their local
school district’s “base budget” for
the coming school year. The base
budget must remain within the
state’s newly created 2-percent
property-tax levy cap, plus any ad-
justment allowed by law, such as
increases in health-benefit costs and
enrollment.

School boards may also present
one or more additional ballot ques-
tions to fund specific projects or
staffing positions, giving voters the
opportunity to approve programs not
part of the base budget — but which
the community might find impor-
tant. The additional ballot question
must cite the program or position
that will be funded and must state
whether it is a recurring or one-time
expense.

The 11 districts that have general-
fund second ballot questions include:
Springfield Township in Burlington
County, Kingsway Regional in
Gloucester County, Franklin Town-
ship and South Hunterdon Regional
in Hunterdon County, Monroe Town-
ship in Middlesex County, Wall Town-
ship in Monmouth County, Franklin
Township in Somerset County,
Kittatinny Regional and Sparta Town-
ship in Sussex County, Garwood in
Union County and Greenwich Town-
ship in Warren County. Garwood is
seeking approval to spend another
$134,744 for extracurricular activi-
ties, athletics, art, music and full-day
kindergarten.

The combined cost of all 11 dis-
tricts’ additional ballot budget pro-
posals is $3,307,990, according to
the NJSBA.

If voters reject a second ballot fi-
nance question, the issue does not go
to the municipal governing body for
review and there is no appeal; the
voters’ word is final. Unless there is
outside funding, the specific program
or staffing proposed by the second
question is lost for the year and the
school board cannot transfer funds
within the budget to retain the pro-
gram or position.

On April 27, voters in eight
school districts will decide pro-
posed school construction refer-
endums. Construction referendums
are proposed in: Riverside Town-
ship in Burlington County, Upper
Township in Cape May County,
Nutley in Essex County,
Pequannock Township in Morris
County, Jackson Township in

Sample School Election
Ballots  Now On-Line
ELIZABETH – Union County

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced
a new service for voters that makes
sample ballots for the upcoming
School Board Elections accessible
online.

 The new website access, avail-
able at  ucnj.org/government/
county-clerk/2011-school-board-
ballots/, is in addition to the mailed
sample ballot each registered voter
is mandated to receive at their
home address prior to the School
Board Election on Wednesday,
April 27.

Ms. Rajoppi said the increased
accessibility will allow voters more
time to familiarize themselves with
the ballot and better prepare them
for the voting booth. The informa-
tion on the web also is made avail-
able in the event a voter moves,
misplaces their mailed sample bal-
lot, or the voter is the victim of a lost
sample ballot. Students who attend
out-of-state-schools also can ben-
efit by familiarizing themselves with
the ballot in preparation for voting
by mail.

The new online service allows the
voters in 20 Union County municipali-
ties (excluding Summit) to access their
ballot by selecting their municipality.

Voters who wish to Vote By Mail
in the April 27 election must have
forwarded their application to the
county clerk to be received no later
than Wednesday, April 20. The ap-
plication is available at ucnj.org/
government/county-clerk/vote-by-
mail.

EDUCATION IN TREES…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
speaks with (from left) Kendall Ellmer, Carl Sanciangco and Mathieu Papillon,
fourth-graders at the St. James School in Springfield as the students learn how to
properly plant and care for trees at Williams Nursery in Westfield. The seminar
for area students is operated by the Union County Shade Tree Commission
annually in celebration of Arbor Day. The County of Union provides free trees to
schools that have applied for them.

Eleven BOE Candidates
Participate in Forum

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE — With blue curtains as
back drop at the Leonard V. Moore
school, 11 candidates vying for four
seats in the upcoming Roselle Board of
Education on Wednesday, April 27 par-
ticipated in a forum on Monday spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters
and the Roselle Steering Committee.

“Politics has done a disservice to
Roselle; it’s been a lot of work com-
ing together,” said Ethelyne Grimsley,
Steering Committee founder.

Each candidate delivered an open-
ing statement, questions from the mod-
erator and the public and then finally
a closing statement. Answers were
timed allowing one-and-a-half min-
utes for opening and closing state-
ments and one minute for questions
from the audience, which were writ-
ten on index cards at the beginning of
the evening. The three-hour session
was devoted to candidates answering
a variety of questions.

 Questions ranged from Gov. Chris
Christie’s budget cuts, class size, dis-
ciplinary problems, securing fund-
ing from other areas such as grants
and moving Roselle forward despite
hiring a new superintendent, over-
crowded schools, and a middle school
and high school not meeting Adequate
Yearly Progress for the third year in a
row.

The candidates ranged from a di-
verse background of business, fi-
nance, computer technology, parent,
educator and community activist. In
addition, they shared a vested inter-
est of being homeowners in Roselle
with gripping high-property taxes.

Currently, Roselle has an Interim
Superintendent of Schools, Joseph
Martino, and the board has narrowed
down its 17 applications to six candi-
dates for superintendent, according
to BOE member Lorrraine Brooks-
Body.

 The candidates are vying for three
full, three-year terms and a one-year
unexpired seat. Dawn Clarke, the
League of Women Voters moderator,
started the format off by dividing the
11-member panel into two groups.
The questions were: “What avenues
would you look into to find savings
for our district in light of the
Governor’s recent reduction in state
aid?” “How can the board know if its
goals are being accomplished and its
policies carried out?” “Would you

pursue the REA (Roselle Education
Association) and NJEA (New Jersey
Education Association) to make fur-
ther concessions to their benefits and
salary increases rather than looking
to first increase class size and reduce/
eliminate our children’s programs?”

“How would you improve parental
involvement throughout our district
and/or improve communication be-
tween the board and community?”
“What is your action plan for handling
students with repeated incorrigible
behavior?” “Given the federal and state
mandates to return students with dis-
abilities to the district to include them
with general education students, how
would you inform yourself of such
legal mandates and ensure that all
special needs students and students
with disabilities receive the appropri-
ate range of educational services in
the mainstream to meet his/her needs?”

Participating in the forum were
candidates for the full terms,
Archange Antoine, Lorraine Brooks-
Body, Erick Cedano, Carla Palin,
Robin Randolph-Henderson,
Michelle Bey, Donna Obe, Kerry
Pogue-Napoleon, Antigua Santos,
and one-year term candidates Joanne
Blount and Richard Villeda. The can-
didates all agreed that securing fund-
ing from grants and corporations are
key to Roselle’s expansion of finances
due to recent cuts.

“Looking into grants and corpo-
rate funding is where I would look for
money for Roselle despite cuts from
Governor Christie,” Mr. Antoine said.
Ms. Randolph-Henderson added,
“Looking at our budget closer, what
programs can we eliminate without
cutting educational programs for our
children? Can we use in-house staff
instead of outside vendors to keep
costs down?”

The candidates also shared their
knowledge on how to protect their
most vulnerable interest -- the chil-
dren. “Nationwide, we have been
asked more of ourselves and sharing
much less. Give the children our
best effort which keeps them com-
petitive,” Ms. Obe said.

Dealing with Roselle’s 29 lan-
guages, candidates said Roselle has
become a more multi-cultured and
diverse community and that the chal-
lenges are to understand the needs of
their students.

Polls in Roselle are open April 27
from 2 to 9 p.m.

Lance: President’s Proposed
Tax Hike Would Hurt N.J.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) issued the fol-
lowing statement in reaction to Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s economic speech.

“I am pleased that the President is
turning his attention to runaway fed-
eral spending and our nation’s crush-
ing levels of debt. However, I do not
support his call to raise taxes. I be-
lieve Americansand, more specifi-
cally, New Jerseyeans are already
taxed too much. And higher taxes
will have a negative impact on job
creation and investments, thus mak-
ing it harder to pay down our debt.

“Washington does not have a rev-
enue problem; it has a spending prob-
lem. The President needs to work
with Congress on a long-term deficit
reduction plan that reduces spending
without raising taxes and harming
our efforts to create jobs and revital-
ize our economy,” Rep. Lance said.

For his part, Rep. Lance said he has
long been a champion of putting our
nation’s fiscal house in order and
expanding the economy through

lower taxes, reduced spending and
cutting debt and annual deficits.

Rep. Lance said he opposes higher
taxes on New Jersey’s working fami-
lies and businesses. He supports rolling
back spending to 2008 levels or lower
and recently voted for a 2011 budget
that includes “one of the single largest
annual spending cuts in history.”

The Congressman is an original
sponsor of a balanced budget amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution and
said he will oppose raising the debt
limit without Congress first passing a
“real balanced budget plan that puts
the nation on a glide path toward
fiscal responsibility.”

As a state senator, Mr. Lance was
the author of New Jersey’s “Lance
Amendment” that forbids state bor-
rowing without voter approval. The
Seventh District lawmaker has
called the Lance Amendment, which
was approved by each of the state’s
566 municipalities in 2008, “my
proudest accomplishment in Tren-
ton.”


