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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

LET THE CAMPAIGN BEGIN....Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, who is seeking
a third term, is joined by Borough Councilman Russ Huegel, left, who is seeking
a second term on the council,  and council candidate Kevin Boris. Mr. Boris ran
last year for a seat on the governing body.

FANWOOD GOP TEAM...Fanwood Republican candidates for Borough Council,
Jason Benedict, left, and Nicole Cole, pose with mayoral contender Joe Britt. Mr.
Benedict ran for council in 2010, while Ms. Cole was a candidate for Union County
freeholder in 2009. Mr. Britt is chairman of the borough’s GOP committee.
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BUONGIORNO...Students from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in
Westfield enjoy reading The Westfield Leader while on their trip to Italy during
spring break. The students are pictured with their teachers/chaperones, Mark
Lazarow (language arts teacher at Edison) and Laura Segedin (woodshop/
technology teacher at Roosevelt), enjoying the view in Tuscany. Students visited
Venice, Rome, Florence and Pompeii during their nine-day trip. Students pic-
tured are: Meredith Bagger, Victoria Breza, Kelly Bohall, Stephen Bubniak, Will
Chandler,Taylor Cummings, Jake Mahr, Katherine Margolies, Leandra
Margolies, Nicholas Tarantino and Liam Dtwani.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAX DAY TALK…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) speaks on lowering the nation’s debt
in front of the Westfield Post Office Monday, the deadline to file income tax returns.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Festa, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tea Party
representative and a Scotch Plains GOP committeeman; Mountainside Councilman
Glenn Mortimer, Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit), Mr. Lance, Westfield Coun-
cilman Keith Loughlin, Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), SPF Tea Party
Chairman and Scotch Plains GOP Committeeman Al Smith, Kenilworth GOP
Chairman Jay Woloshen and Gateway Chamber of Commerce President Jim Coyle.

you tell me what happens to that
area? Is it open season for any type of
zoning? Can anybody come in and
request a variance? Can you clarify
what happens in that event?”

“The site itself is still zoned resi-
dential,” Ms. Moody clarified. “The
pool received a variance to go there;
the site is still zoned R-3. Even though
we’re talking about a commercial
use, that is still a residential zone, so
that would be the only permitted use
on that site.”

Mr. Graiff, the board’s RF engineer,
also testified at Wednesday’s meeting,
and resumed questioning the validity
of the evidence T-Mobile’s RF engi-
neer, Ben Shidfar, had presented with
the application so far based on evi-
dence presented by Mr. Shidfar’s boss,
Mr. Pearson, for use with an older T-
mobile application presented to the
same board a few years ago for a tower
to be constructed at Hillside Cemetery.

Mr. Graiff also re-analyzed the drive-
test maps Mr. Shidfar presented test-
ing the viability of erecting cell phone
antennas on the existing PSE&G tower
located at the end of Judy Lane. “In
this case, Mr. Shidfar erected an an-
tenna at 134 feet above ground to
simulate what the coverage would be
like from the JCP&L tower.”

“I have been told from a reliable
source in this municipality that JCP&L
has met with members of this munici-
pality, or its boards, about extending
the height of those towers 30 feet to
accommodate cellular and PCS an-
tennas,” Mr. Graiff stated. “I have not
had that conversation, so some might
argue it’s hearsay, but it came from
someone in the municipality who is
aware of this discussion.”

“Now if that were the case,” Mr.
Graiff continued, “and this antenna
[on Judy Lane] could go up to 164
feet, game over. Then there would be
no question. At 134 [the coverage] is
not bad, add 30 feet to that… we’d
have to do a CW drive test to be
certain, but it wouldn’t be bad at all.”

At Thursday’s hearing, Matthew
Grant, a resident of Maple Hill Road,
presented the objector’s case on be-
half of the coalition of residents op-
posing the tower, “Fight The Tower!”
Mr. Grant is also a member of this
coalition himself.

Mr. Grant brought with him his
group’s hired professional planner,
Peter Steck of Maplewood. Mr. Steck
is a member of the League of Munici-
palities Land-Use Law Drafting Com-
mittee, and a former planner for the
Township of Montclair.

“You might think this is a great site
[for a cell tower], you might not,” Mr.
Steck addressed the board, “but if the

applicant has not produced credible
evidence, the applicant doesn’t de-
serve approval. What I mean by cred-
ible evidence is: if an engineer [Ben
Shidfar] gets up and says ‘the eight-
foot fencing is going to attenuate the
sound,’ in my opinion that’s not cred-
ible evidence. Not only is he not a
sound expert, but I’ve never heard
another person who is credible say
that a [chain link] fence is going to
buffer sound.”

Mr. Steck also referred to the pro-
posed tower several times as “an at-
tractive nuisance” that would lure chil-
dren and teenagers to play on or inside
of the compound and create mischief.

“This is really a ‘kid magnet’ area,”
stated Mr. Steck. “You have an el-
ementary school, you have a swim
club, you have a park area. [It’s] not
the type of area where you want to put
commercial uses that do have some
hazards attached to them. You go to
some cellular facilities… and there’s
a sign on the fence that says ‘danger’
and there’s signs of radiation there.”
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Willow Grove Cell Towerconducted an “extensive search” in
finding a replacement for Mr.
Caroselli.

“I made an extensive OPRA (Open
Public Records Act) request asking
for any documentation that shows
that any kind of search was done and
all I got back was Bibi Taylor’s re-
sume,” she said. “So this was an in-
side Union County Democratic Com-
mittee political appointee. For what I
understand, she is not licensed to
carry out the job.”

In response, Mr. Caroselli said there
is nothing that requires the director of
finance to be a CFO although he said
he has the certification and that Ms.
Taylor has completed half the courses
necessary for her certification.

“We have someone on board that
has that certification. Rather than des-
ignating someone as an acting fi-
nance officer, I recommended that
we appoint Melinda Zito,” Mr.
Caroselli said.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
added that, “something is wrong
here,” noting that Ms. Taylor, accord-
ing to published reports, was given
$250,000 as part of an agreement to
leave her employment with Dover
where she had served as the town’s
administrator from January 2006 until
June 2008.

“Do you know why she left Do-
ver?” Mr. Paterson asked. “If she is
going to be handling county finances,
she should come and sit and explain
just what went on in Dover.”

On another issue, Cranford resi-
dent Jim Buettner asked the board
what amount of money was set aside
for health retirement benefits for 620
employees.

Mr. Caroselli said the county has
set aside $6 million for lifetime health
care costs for current and future retir-
ees. Another $2 million has been bud-
geted in the 2011 budget for these
benefits, he said.

Mr. Caroselli told The Westfield
Leader that most other counties in
the state and most towns “give ben-
efits to retirees as a matter of course
and they haven’t received anything in
return except for the years of service
that the employees have provided.”

“We are getting the years of ser-
vice that the employees have pro-
vided as well as them giving up two
years worth of raises,” Mr. Caroselli

said. “This was a proposal that the
unions brought to us because we were
of one of two counties…that didn’t
provide fully paid health benefits to
retirees.” Prior to that Union County
provided retired a 50 percent subsidy
for health benefits. “These people
(current union employees) at least
gave up two years worth of raises,” he
said. “And the non-contracturial
(workers) have given up over three
(years of raises.)

Freeholder Al Mirabella, the
board’s fiscal affairs committee chair-
man, said an actuarial study is being
conducted by the county to project
the amount of funds that would be
needed “10, 20, 30 years down the
road” to fund these benefits.

The county recently extended the
program, previously offered to work-
ers covered by collective bargaining
units, to non-union workers.

“That (number) was only for a po-
tential pool of 620 individuals. It is
not an award to 620 individuals,”
County Counsel Robert Barry ex-
plained.

Mr. Barry said to qualify, workers
must be employed 25 years with the
county and be a county employee at
the time of their retirement and be 55
or over or have 15 years with the
county and be 62 or over at retire-
ment. He said although 620 non-union
workers have been deemed eligible
for the program, they “may never
actually avail themselves of those
benefits.”

The board approved an ordinance
on second reading setting fees for a
safety course now required for the
public at the Union County pistol
range. The fees for county residents
are $20 for adults, $10 for seniors and
$10 for youths 17 and over. A $10
hourly fee will also be charged to
utilize the range. Police officers us-
ing the range will be charged $5 if
they are employed in Union County
and $10 if out of county.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to demolish seven county-owned
buildings including 370 Madison Hill
Road, a former home located next
door to St. Agmes Roman Catholic
Church in Clark, 675 Madison Hill
Road, a structure located near the
Hazelwood Cemetery in Clark; and
1909 U.S. Route 22 West in Scotch
Plains. A county spokesman has said
the buildings were all condemned and
posed a safety hazard to the public.

Mr. Paterson said he hoped most of
the debris would be recycled so as to
keep it out of the county’s waste stream.

Mr. Buettner asked the board for
its assistance in saving a house on
Bloomingdale Avenue in Cranford
from demolition. He said the home, a
former rectory for St. Michael’s Ro-
man Catholic Church, is over 200
years old. “This building is in jeop-
ardy of, within weeks, of being torn,”
he said.

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon said the county does not
“have the ability to declare a building
historical. It’s the state that does.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said although the
township has an historic preservation
board, “As Cranford’s law is written
now they do not really have the au-
thority to stop any (demolition) work.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan noted the
passing of Ed Zarnock, who he de-
scribed as “a really well respected
labor leader.”

“He was a very strong advocate for
organized labor,” Mr. Sullivan said.

In addition, Mr. Mirabelli noted
the passing of former Summit Mayor
Walter Long.
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Freeholder Appoint CFO

lar classrooms at Park Middle School.
Mr. Parisi also noted that because

the district is a two town supported
district the tax levy is determined by
an equalized valuation. This, he re-
ported, was determined by the value
of homes within the town, as well as
enrollment.

For the 2010-2011 school year,
Scotch Plains has 4,133 students en-
rolled within the district, while
Fanwood has 1,331. The equalized
valuation for Scotch Plains has been
determined to be 77.54 percent for
the 2011-2012 year, while for the
current year it was 77.32 percent.
This difference translates to a $64
increase per Scotch Plains home as-
sessed at $122,700.

For Fanwood, the equalized valua-
tion has gone down from 22.68 per-
cent in the current school year to
22.46 percent for 2011-2012. This
gives Fanwood taxpayers a decrease
in taxes of $151 per average assessed
home of $84,536.

Mr. Whitehouse requested resi-
dents “to please come out and exer-
cise your obligation and right to vote
for one Fanwood member and two
Scotch Plains members to the board
of education” as well as to vote on the
school budget. Polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m. district wide.

The next BOE meeting, which will
be a re-organizational meeting, is
scheduled for Thursday, May 5, at 8
p.m. in the administrative offices of
Evergreen School.
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SP BOE

budgets. Both questions would be in
support of a $7.9-million budget.

School officials have said taxes
would increase $38 for a home as-
sessed at $100,000 in the borough if
both questions pass. Taxes would
decrease an average of $34 for the
average assessed home if the first
question passes but increase $72 if
the second question passes.

According to the second public
question, the funds will be used for
extracurricular activities including
athletics, additional periods of art,
music, a full day of kindergarten and
transportation costs associated with
these programs.

“Approval of these taxes will re-
sult in a permanent increase in the
district’s tax levy. These proposed
additional expenditures are in addi-
tion to those necessary to achieve the
Core Curriculum Content Standards,”
according to a sample Garwood bal-
lot available at ucnj.org/wp-content/
uploads/2011/04/Garwood.pdf.

Running for three seats are the
school board are incumbent Chris-
tine Guerriero and Aaron Watkins.

Polls in Westfield will be open
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in Westfield. In
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood
and Mountainside, polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

To see biographies on candidates,
please see www.goleader.com/
11BOE_election/.
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BOE Races

Mayor Nancy Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in advance of
Wednesday’s introduction. She said
this year’s spending increase was the
“lowest in years,” and noted that the
council, in its meetings on Mr.
Marion’s proposed budget, had not
made any suggestions for cuts to what
the mayor described as a spending
plan that was “as lean as could be.”

Salaries and wages for the
township’s employees will amount to
$8.984 million this year, an increase
of a third of a percentage point from
the $8.899 million level in 2010. Other
expenses total $7.293 million, down
0.64 percent from last year. Other
expenditure categories include $1.963
million in debt service, down 0.35
percent from 2010’s level of $1.883
million and $1.610 million for the
reserve for uncollected taxes, up 0.44
percent from $1.508 million last year.
Mr. Marion told The Times this week
that there may be a “slight variation”
in the final amount included in the
level of this year’s reserve.

Financing for this year’s budget
will come from $2,227,587 in state
aid, a level unchanged from last year;
$14,216,120 in property tax revenue,
which is down 3.8 percent, or nearly
$875,000, from 2010; $570,000 in
anticipated construction code fees,
$2.24 million in miscellaneous rev-
enue and $20,000 from interest on
investments. Nearly $2.4 million of
township surplus funds will be used
to balance the budget.

SP Budget
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUNNY HOP...The Easter Bunny made an appearance at the Cranford Easter
Egg Hunt held April 16 at Nomahegan Park.

Happy

Easter

and

Passover


