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Campaign and School
Election Note

Candidate letters to the public of
the region are still being received
past press deadline for this edition of
the newspaper. We will post these
letters and others that may be re-
ceived prior to the election of Wednes-
day, April 27, 2011, on the Internet at
www.goleader.com. The polls close
at 9 p.m. that evening and the voting
results will also be posted shortly
thereafter on the Internet.

Candidate bios, photos and contact
information are posted at
goleader.com. Sample ballots are
posted on the Union County website
– www.ucnj.org (select “Govern-
ment”, “County Clerk”, “School
Board Election Sample Ballots”.

If you have a question as to where
to vote, voter registration or other
voting questions, see the state website
- https://voter.njsvrs.com/
Pub l i cAcces s / j sp /Po l lP l ace /
PollPlaceSearch.jsp

Special School Election Edition, Vote Wednesday, April 27, 2011

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEDICATED VOLUNTEER…Joe Nagy of Fanwood receives an award from
Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club Volunteer-of-the-Year Award Dinner at The Westwood in Garwood April 13.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association Opening Day ceremony was held on April 16 at
Booth Field. The Scrappers are shown here getting a pre-game pep talk from their coach.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING FLING...Attorney Ted Schiller, pictured here with Suzanne Mahoney
of the Scotch Plains Wellness Challenge, center, and Mary Ann Degnan, was
honored at the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association spring
dinner/dance held April 15 at Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

Voters to Decide School Budgets,
BOE Races in WF, SPF and MS

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Voters will head to the
polls Wednesday, April 27, to give a
thumbs up or down to local school
tax levies as well as decide competi-
tive races for seats on the Westfield,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Mountainside school boards. Two
candidates are running unopposed
for the Garwood school board.

Scotch Plains BOE Candidates for Two Seats

Jeanne Cleary Michael Lewis Margaret Savoca

Victor DeVizio
No photo provided - Melanie Root

Warren McFall-Inc.Douglas Layne

Fanwood BOE Candidates for One Seat

Westfield voters will decide which
of seven candidates will fill the three
open school slots. Seeking the seats
are incumbent Ann Cary along with
former school board member Keith
Hertell and newcomers Rosanne
Kurstedt, Karym Hoens, Joseph
Miceli, Mark Friedman and Jennifer
Silva.

Also on the ballot is the proposed
2011-2012 school tax levy of

$83,007,187 in support of a
$91,868,298 budget. Overall, a total
of $85.9 million will be raised in
taxes. The owner of a home assessed
at $184,000 will see a jump of $171
over last year.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, four
candidates are running for two seats
representing the township on the
board. They are incumbent Warren
McFall and newcomers Victor
Devizio, Douglas Layne and Melanie
Root.

Fanwood residents will choose
between three candidates for a seat
representing the borough on the
board. Candidates include Jeanne
Cleary, Michael Lewis and Margaret
Savoca.

Residents will also vote on a pro-
posed tax levy of $73.6 million for
this year’s $80.3-million budget. A
total of $58.8 million will be raised in
Scotch Plains and $16.9 million in
Fanwood. A home assessed at
$122,700 in Scotch Plains would see
an increase in school taxes of $64
versus a $151 hike in Fanwood for
the average assessment of $84,536 in
the borough.

Mountainside voters will decide
which of five candidates gets to fill
three open seats. Running for full,
three-year terms are incumbents
Maureen Hess and Cathy Jakositz
and newcomer Dante Gioia. Incum-
bent Carolyn Williams and Jeane
Parker are running for a one-year
unexpired term.

Borough residents will also vote
on a $13.4-million tax levy in support
of a $15-million spending plan. The
tax levy represents an increase of
$451,302 over last year. The owner
of a home assessed at $165,537 will
see an increase of $149 in school
taxes.

Garwood voters will decide on two
public questions on the school elec-
tion ballot. The first is to raise $6.7
million in school taxes while the sec-
ond asks voters to approve $134,744
in additional taxes in excess of the
state’s 2-percent cap on operating

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPF BOE Says Goodbye to
Rob O’Connor, Donald Parisi

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
met last Thursday for the last time
before the Wednesday, April 27,
school board election. The meeting
was the last for board members Rob-
ert O’Conner of Fanwood and Donald
Parisi of Scotch Plains, both of whom
did not seek reelection.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
thanked Mr. O’Conner and Mr. Parisi
for their years of “dedicated service
to the district.”

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
thanked the outgoing board members
for, “All the work that you have done
for our district out of the good of your
heart is touching and reminds me of
the commitment of prior generations.
I want to say a big thank you and I
know the community feels the same
way.”

Mr. O’Conner said, “Seven years
ago I had no idea what I was getting

into, but I have met a lot of people
who are so talented to educate our
children and to make this world a
better place. Thank you all.”

Mr. Parisi thanked Ms. Woerner
and added that he would have more to
say after the elections.

Last month, the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Board of Education unani-
mously passed upon its second read-
ing, the proposed 2011-2012 budget
first approved at the February 28 BOE
meeting. The budget includes an op-
erating budget of $76,930,156, rep-
resenting a $1,075,726 decrease from
last year’s budget. The overall spend-
ing plan is $80.3 million. Voters will
cast ballots on the proposed levy of
$73.6 million.

In a budget presentation given last
month, Mr. Parisi reported that
$770,000 had been received in state
aid with $423,000 “dedicated for tax
relief.” He stated that the balance
would be used to support four modu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP $22.2 Mil. Budget Lower Than
2010; Taxes to Rise $57 On Avg.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council was set to introduce the
2011 municipal budget at its regular
meeting last night. Barring last-minute
alterations, it will call for a decrease
in the municipal portion of property
taxes, although that would be more
than offset by a separate line item on
property tax bills for the township
library.

The $22,129,462 spending plan,
which is 3.6 percent lower than last
year’s municipal budget, differs little
from the proposal first put forth to the

council last month by Township Man-
ager Chris Marion. The public hear-
ing on the budget — which was un-
veiled after the council held two bud-
get meetings earlier this month —
will be on Wednesday, May 18.

Due to the change in library funding
rules set forth by the state, the town-
ship library’s $1.327 million budget
will be separated from the overall bud-
get and listed as a separate item, simi-
lar to sewer charges, on property tax
bills. Adding the library’s budget to
the township’s spending plan equals
$23,456,655 in total expenditures,
which is 2.2 percent higher than the

2010 municipal budget.
The tax rate for municipal govern-

ment purposes will decline to $1.431
per $100 of assessed value from
$1.518 last year, meaning that the
average assessed home in Scotch
Plains of $122,100 would see a tax
decrease to $1,747 from $1,853. Add-
ing in the library’s expenditures in-
creases the total municipal tax rate by
13.4-cents to $1.565, adding an addi-
tional $163 to the average assessed
home’s tax bill. In total, the average
tax bill would rise by about $57.

“This is a really lean budget,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Appoint CFO;
Explains ‘Lifetime’ Benefit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders took
action last Thursday and appointed
deputy comptroller Melinda Zito chief
financial officer (CFO) as the county
readies for the retirement of longtime
financial director Larry Caroselli ef-
fective May 1.

The county has hired former

Plainfield administrator Bibi Taylor
to replace Mr. Caroselli at a salary of
$120,000. Mr. Caroselli is paid
$132,000.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog As-
sociation, questioned whether Ms.
Zito would hold both titles. She ac-
cused the freeholders of lying in a
press release that stated the county

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Willow Grove Cell Tower
App. Nears Conclusion

By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Wednes-
day and Thursday, the Board of Adjust-
ment met for what was originally hoped
to be the conclusion of T-Mobile’s ap-
plication to build a 120-foot cell tower
at the Willow Grove Swim Club.

However, Wednesday’s hearing
ended with an extended testimony from
the board’s radio frequency engineer
(RF) Ronald Graiff, and not enough
time was available for T-Mobile’s at-
torney John R. Edwards, Jr. to cross

examine him, so an additional meet-
ing has been scheduled for Wednes-
day, May 4 at 7:30 p.m. for that pur-
pose. An additional meeting needed to
be scheduled because the meeting on
Thursday was to be dedicated to the
objectors’ witness’ testimony.

The Wednesday meeting proceeded
with the testimony of the board’s
experts, planner Mary Moody and
Mr. Graiff. Ms. Moody mainly dis-
cussed the dilemmas associated with
the loss of parking spaces the swim
club would suffer as a result of the
construction of the tower, and how
that would subsequently impact the
area in the summer months.

“There is no parking standard for
the pool,” Ms. Moody stated. “The
ordinance is silent.”

Board member Tim Livolsi ques-
tioned the general wisdom of having
“two 125-foot structures within the
narrowest part of the township.”

“[Scotch Plains] already has one
PSE&G tower [in the area of the
proposed tower],” Mr. Livolsi said.
“Within a two-mile wide radius we
would have two 100-plus foot tow-
ers. Is that from a planning perspec-
tive appropriate?”

“I agree it could be problematic,”
Ms. Moody answered. “It’s also
clearly a commercial use, and this is
clearly a residential area… even
though [the tower will be] on a com-
mercial site, that site again, a pool
use, is… more of a recreational use.”

Mary Ducran, a resident of Maple
Hill Road, asked Ms. Moody, “In the
event that the pool goes under, could
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