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CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com
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908.789.1515
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BUONGIORNO...Students from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in
Westfield read The Westfield Leader while on their trip to Italy during spring break.
The students are pictured with their teachers/chaperones, Mark Lazarow (lan-
guage teacher at Edison) and Laura Segedin (technology teacher at Roosevelt)
enjoying the view in Tuscany. Students visited Venice, Rome, Florence and Pompeii
during their nine-day trip. Students pictured are: Meredith Bagger, Victoria Breza,
Kelly Bohall, Stephen Bubniak, Will Chandler,Taylor Cummings, Jake Mahr,
Katherine Margolies, Leandra Margolies, Nicholas Tarantino and Liam Dtwani.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
DEDICATION…Joe Nagy of Fanwood receives an award from Scotch Plains
Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola at  the  Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
Volunteer-of-The-Year award dinner at the Westwood in Garwood on April 13.

WF BOE Challengers Demand
Higher Accountability

Maureen Hess and Cathy Jakositz
and newcomer Dante Gioia. Incum-
bent Carolyn Williams and Jeane
Parker are running for a one-year
unexpired term.

Borough residents will also vote on
a $13.4-million tax levy in support of
a $15-million spending plan. The tax
levy represents an increase of $451,302
over last year. The owner of a home
assessed at $165,537 will see an in-
crease of $149 in school taxes.

Garwood voters will decide on two
public questions on the school elec-
tion ballot. The first is to raise $6.7
million in school taxes while the sec-
ond asks voters to approve $134,744
in additional taxes in excess of the
state’s 2-percent cap on operating
budgets. Both questions would be in
support of a $7.9-million budget.

School officials have said taxes
would increase $38 for a home as-
sessed at $100,000 in the borough if
both questions pass. Taxes would
decrease an average of $34 for the
average assessed home if the first
question passed but increase $72 if
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Voting April 27

June 2008.
“Do you know why she left Do-

ver?” Mr. Paterson asked. “If she is
going to be handling county finances,
she should come and sit and explain
just what went on in Dover.”

On another issue, Cranford resi-
dent Jim Buettner asked the board
what amount of money was set aside
for health retirement benefits for 620
employees.

Mr. Caroselli said the county has
set aside $6 million for lifetime health
care costs for current and future retir-
ees. Another $2 million has been bud-
geted in the 2011 budget for these
benefits, he said.

Mr. Caroselli told The Westfield
Leader that most other counties in
the state and most towns “give ben-
efits to retirees as a matter of course
and they haven’t received anything in
return except for the years of service
that the employees have provided.”

“We are getting the years of ser-
vice that the employees have pro-
vided as well as them giving up two
years worth of raises,” Mr. Caroselli
said. “This was a proposal that the
unions brought to us because we were
of one of two counties…that didn’t
provide fully paid health benefits to
retirees.” Prior to that Union County
provided retired a 50 percent subsidy
for health benefits. “These people
(current union employees) at least
gave up two years worth of raises,” he
said. “And the non-contracturial
(workers) have given up over three
(years of raises.)

Freeholder Al Mirabella, the
board’s fiscal affairs committee chair-
man, said an actuarial study is being
conducted by the county to project
the amount of funds that would be
needed “10, 20, 30 years down the
road” to fund these benefits.

The county recently extended the
program, previously offered to work-
ers covered by collective bargaining
units, to non-union workers.

“That (number) was only for a po-
tential pool of 620 individuals. It is
not an award to 620 individuals,”
County Counsel Robert Barry ex-
plained.

Mr. Barry said to qualify, workers
must be employed 25 years with the
county and be a county employee at
the time of their retirement and be 55
or over or have 15 years with the
county and be 62 or over at retire-
ment. He said although 620 non-union
workers have been deemed eligible
for the program, they “may never
actually avail themselves of those
benefits.”

The board approved an ordinance
on second reading setting fees for a
safety course now required for the
public at the Union County pistol
range. The fees for county residents
are $20 for adults, $10 for seniors and
$10 for youths 17 and over. A $10
hourly fee will also be charged to
utilize the range. Police officers us-
ing the range will be charged $5 if
they are employed in Union County
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County Freeholders

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Six of seven Westfield
Board of Education candidates gathered
last Wednesday to discuss questions posed
by the League of Women Voters (LWV).
Queries ranged from the proper role of a
board member to student stress, curricu-
lum adjustment, capital reserves and ten-
ure reform.

On Wednesday, April 27, voters will
head to the polls to elect three board
representatives and decide the school
budget. After one candidate dropped out
last week, seven people are vying for
three seats. Board members serve three-
year terms.

Ann Cary, the only incumbent in the
race, promoted herself as an experienced
and effective leader. Challengers de-
manded higher levels of accountability
and fiscal discipline on the board’s be-
half.

In his prepared statement, read by Dawn
Clarke of the LWV, Keith Hertell, who
was not present, said over the past 15
years he has watched the elimination of
school programs, athletics and fine arts
“in the name of a shortage of funds” while
also witnessing “budgets growing from
$30 million to $90 million in that same
time.”

All candidates vowed to take “leader-
ship roles” and work with the Westfield
Education Association to reform the
means of teacher evaluation.

Mark Friedman said while supportive
of teachers, he is a proponent of changing
the current tenure system.

“I understand why it became policy,
but it no longer works,” he said. “We’re
essentially rewarding teachers lifetime
employment regardless of
performance...There’s no other industry
where an employee gets tenure. We’re a
society of performance.”

Ms. Cary said she was concerned that
the Christie administration’s acting edu-
cation commissioner has said tenure can
be achieved after three years of strong
performance; however, if performance
were to “lag” over the next two years,
tenure can be lost.

“I think a better way is to wait five
years before handing out lifetime em-
ployment,” Ms. Cary said.

Jennifer Silva called board members
the “shareholders of this $92-million com-
pany, and the community deserves to be
heard on major issues” – something that
she said had been “lacking,” especially
during the redistricting discussion.

On a question pertaining to maintain-
ing high levels of excellence despite
mounting financial pressures, Rosanne
Kurstedt said “excellent teaching and
learning do not need to cost more money.”
She suggested that the school system
look to form “creative partnerships” with
corporations and universities.

Ms. Cary said the “real answer” to
achieving fiscal sanity lies in mounting a
grassroots lobbying campaign to “help
the governor and our legislators under-
stand the inequity in the school-funding
formula.” Currently, Westfield taxpay-
ers send $75 million to Trenton in state
taxes and receive $1.3 million back in
state aid.

Joseph Miceli suggested taking advan-
tage of Westfield’s “excellent” AP cur-
ricula and branding it in a “virtual-school”
format to sell to other districts that do not
have the same level of resources.

Karym Hoens said the core-curricu-
lum standards need to be “demystified”
in order for parents to understand what
their children need to know, beginning in
first grade.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
For updated information, see
goleader.com/11BOE_election/.

the second question passes.
According to the second public

question, the funds will be used for
extracurricular activities including
athletics, additional periods of art,
music, a full day of kindergarten and
transportation costs associated with
these programs.

“Approval of these taxes will result
in a permanent increase in the
district’s tax levy. These proposed
additional expenditures are in addi-
tion to those necessary to achieve the
Core Curriculum Content Standards,”
according to a sample Garwood bal-
lot available at ucnj.org/wp-content/
uploads/2011/04/Garwood.pdf.

Running for three seats are the
school board are incumbent Chris-
tine Guerriero and Aaron Watkins.

Polls in Westfield will be open
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in Westfield. In
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood
and Mountainside, polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

To see biographies on candidates,
please see www.goleader.com/
11BOE_election/ and pages 17 and 18.

WF BOE Reports Progress on
Upgrades to School Facilities

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During the Westfield
Board of Education meeting held Tues-
day evening board member Jane Clancy
gave a facilities report, updating resi-
dents on many projects that have been
reported on in the last few months.

First she reported that the Franklin
School is ready to start the second phase
of project to construct a 75-foot by 95-
foot area blacktop for basketball hoops as
well as eight, four-square game spaces.
She also noted that the current playground
would be excavated and replaced with
new swings and landscaping. She noted
that this work will begin in June at the
cost of $50,000, which she reported was
raised by the Franklin School Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO).

Mrs. Clancy also gave a solar panel
update. She noted that since the first
attempt made last November resulted in
no bids, the facilities committee, along
with engineering firm of Gable Associ-
ates, is ready to go out for a second
bidding process. Mrs. Clancy noted that
the solar panel project would bring a
“considerable” energy savings to the dis-
trict. She also noted that the project has
been hard to attract bidders because of the
extensive roof repair needed.

In her report, Mrs. Clancy said that the
facilities committee has been working
with the schools to identify a “top priority
list of capital improvements for immedi-
ate and long-term projects.” Identified, as
top priorities were the roof for gym 5 at
Westfield High School, the roof over the
Edison Intermediate School’s girls’ locker
room, the Franklin and McKinley School
boilers, the greenhouse and locker re-
moval at WHS and the sinkholes at the
Jefferson School fields.

She said the committee would be meet-

ing regularly to discuss these and other
projects, the funding for them and
timelines for the projects. She also stated
that the committee would soon be having
a joint meeting with the town’s recreation
department regarding the fields.

Mrs. Clancy noted that there would be
a dedication ceremony for the naming of
Brewster field this Saturday, April 23 at
10 a.m. The field will be named after Bob
Brewster, who had been active in coach-
ing and helping to coordinate recreational
athletics in Westfield for many years.
The ceremony will be held rain or shine.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan reported on grants received for
students in the district. The Lincoln School
has received a grant from the New Jersey
Department of Education for 17 laptops
with built-in web cameras because of the
school having to close last year due to the
HIN1 virus. It was noted that there were
12 other schools in the state that received
a similar grant so as to prepare all of them
in case of an upcoming pandemic.

The superintendent outlined a federal
grant for students aged 6 to 17, whose
native language is not English, to partici-
pate in a three-week summer program. In
addition, an intermediate school grant
was received from the Westfield Founda-
tion for over 200 students to participate in
a before care test preparation course last-
ing from January until May.

Grants are available from the Police
Athletic League for after-school programs
as well as training and materials for high
school counselors from New York Uni-
versity to address social anxiety.

A Thomas Glasser Foundation grant
was reported for a mentor program at the
high school as well as a Kean University
grant for high school career counseling.

At the end of her presentation, Ms.
Dolan stated, “We look at many grants to
meet the needs for all of our students.”

Board president Julia Walker stated,
“It is a lot of work to just apply for these
grants and grants just like them.” She
then thanked all the teachers, counselors
and administrators that work on attaining
grants for the district.

Mrs. Walker thanked Alice Hunnicutt
for her nine years of service to the board
and to Gary McCready for his six years of
service. Both did not seek reelection this
year. “We are going to miss you terribly.
You have both done so many wonderful
things for our students. On behalf of the
board I want to say thank you for all your
years of service,” Mrs. Walker said.

The candidates’ forum held April 13 is
airing on channel 36. The times are listed
on the district’s website. The next BOE
meeting will be Monday, May 2.

Living, which would make it a “com-
plimentary use.” She also said that
Westfield has a “need for housing”
for seniors.

Ms. Rubright told The Westfield
Leader that Sunnyside had submitted
applications to the town for the project
as early as 2005 and had several meet-
ings with the town and the planning
board seeking approval for the project.
She said that in 2007 her client was
told that plans needed to be resubmit-
ted and it was suggested that they
wait for the property to be “re-zoned”
to allow for a multi-family use.

Both Mr. Kasolas and Ms. Rubright
told The Leader that they are disap-
pointed that the project has not been
able to move forward, saying that
they feel the project is “no closer” to
being completed and that the town
has “stonewalled” them.

In March 2009 Stuart Koenig of
the Cedar Grove law firm Stickel,
Koenig and Sullivan was retained by
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Westfield vs Sunnyside
and $10 if out of county.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to demolish seven county-owned
buildings including 370 Madison Hill
Road, a former home located next
door to St. Agmes Roman Catholic
Church in Clark, 675 Madison Hill
Road, a structure located near the
Hazelwood Cemetery in Clark and
1909 U.S. Route 22 West in Scotch
Plains. A county spokesman has said
the buildings were all condemned
and posed a safety hazard to the pub-
lic.

Mr. Paterson said he hoped most of
the debris would be recycled so as to
keep it out of the county’s waste
stream.

Mr. Buettner asked the board for
its assistance in saving a house on
Bloomingdale Avenue in Cranford
from demolition. He said the home, a
former rectory for St. Michael’s Ro-
man Catholic Church, is over 200
years old. “This building is in jeop-
ardy of, within weeks, of being torn,”
he said.

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon said the county does not
“have the ability to declare a building
historical. It’s the state that does.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said although the
township has an historic preservation
board, “As Cranford’s law is written
now they do not really have the au-
thority to stop any (demolition) work.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan noted the
passing of Ed Zarnock, who he de-
scribed as “a really well respected
labor leader. “He was a very strong
advocate for organized labor.”

In addition, Mr. Mirabelli noted
the passing of former Summit Mayor
Walter Long.

the town as special counsel. At the
time the estimated total fees for the
year were not to exceed $35,000.
Town Administrator James Gildea
confirmed that the town is still repre-
sented by Mr. Koenig. He said that
the council is regularly discussing
the issue during closed sessions as
they need to be updated on court
conference calls and to continue
settlement discussions.

As of September 2010 the town
had spent $21,000 for the year on
general litigation expenses for the
Town Attorney Robert Cockren,
which included defense of the
Sunnyside lawsuit.

In 2009 the town spent $148,000 in
legal fees to Mr. Cockren and his
firm, which also included defense of
Sunnyside. A full breakdown of the
town’s legal expenses defending the
suit were requested by The Leader,
but were not available as of press
time.

cially,” Mr. Nierstedt added.
Ms. Quigley expressed the district’s

desire to keep the school. “It is going
to all depend on finances,” she said.

Resident Liz Mathieu spoke of a
similar situation in Cranford regard-
ing a property on Orange Avenue. “I
am not sure who holds the deed, but
Cranford spent a lot of money getting
this property back and I would hate to
see Garwood in a similar situation
with Washington School.”

Bill Worobetz, who lives two doors
down from Washington School, chal-
lenged the committee to look at the
benefits of either selling it, or hang-
ing on to the property and reopening
the school in the future.

“We need to make sure that we
don’t keep it just for sentimental
value, but that we look to make the
best decision for the community,”
Mr. Worobetz added.

Garwood resident and senior citi-
zen Angelo Alinonti told the board
that he had attended Washington
School as a child and thought it was
a “very bad idea” to close the school.
His concern was that there was not
enough room to expand at Lincoln
School if more space was needed.

“I go back many years, and they
wanted to close up Washington be-
fore, and I wish they would stop this
monkey business. We have to remem-
ber to keep property value in mind,”
Mr. Alinonti said. He was concerned
that if an expansion were ever needed
at Lincoln School that money to do so
would be an issue. “We already own
a usable building,” he said.

Ms. Quigley said that the district
needs to look at the cost to keep the
building while it is not being used.

Mr. Alinonti asked if the district
could rent the building to which Ms.
Quigley said officials would enter-
tain the idea but would prefer to rent
the building as a school.

Councilman Jim Mathieu recom-
mended that professionals be con-
sulted before signing any lease, or
sale agreement of the building.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FIRST LOOK...A child gets his first look at the Easter Bunny last Saturday at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford..


