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Westfield Candidates for Three Seats, Three Years Each, on the Board of Education
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Campaign and School
Election Note

Candidate letters to the public of
the region are still being received
past press deadline for this edition of
the newspaper. We will post these
letters and others that may be re-
ceived prior to the election of Wednes-
day, April 27, 2011, on the Internet at
www.goleader.com. The polls close
at 9 p.m. that evening and the voting
results will also be posted shortly
thereafter on the Internet.

Candidate bios, photos and contact
information are posted at
goleader.com. Sample ballots are
posted on the Union County website
– www.ucnj.org (select “Govern-
ment,” “County Clerk,” “School
Board Election Sample Ballots.”

If you have a question as to where
to vote, voter registration or other
voting questions, see the state website
- https://voter.njsvrs.com/
Pub l i cAcces s / j sp /Po l lP l ace /
PollPlaceSearch.jsp

Special School Election Edition, Vote Wednesday, April 27, 2011

Mountainside Candidates for Board of Education

Dante Gioia

No Photo Submitted byCathy Jakositz

Maureen Hess Carolyn WilliamsJeane Parker

Ann Cary Mark Friedman Keith Hertell Karym Hoens Rosanne Kurstedt Joseph Miceli Jennifer Silva

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
TAX DAY TALK…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) speaks on lowering the nation’s
debt in front of the Westfield Post Office Monday, the deadline to file income tax
returns. Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Festa, SPF Tea Party and a SP
GOP committeeman, Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer, Asw. Nancy
Munoz (R-21, Summit), Mr. Lance, Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin, Asm.
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), SPF Tea Party Chairman and Scotch Plains
GOP Committeeman Al Smith, Kenilworth GOP Chairman Jay Woloshen and
Gateway Chamber of Commerce President Jim Coyle.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
SPRINGTIME...Several hundred kids, parents and pets turned out Saturday for the annual Westfield Youth Baseball
Parade. With fire trucks and a police escort, they marched from Mindowaskin Park to Gumbert Field to play ball.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
‘FIELD OF DREAMS’...It’s play ball time in Mountainside as the Borough
kicked off the youth baseball season on Saturday.

Voters to Decide School Budgets,
Races in WF, SPF, MS and GW

Westfield Town, Sunnyside Still In
Litigation On Housing Plan

Garwood BOE, Community
Discuss Washington School

County Appoints CFO,
Defends ‘Lifetime’ Benefit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Voters will head to the
polls this Wednesday, April 27, to
give a thumbs up or down to local
school tax levies as well as decide

competitive races for seats on the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Mountainside school boards. Two
candidates are running unopposed
for the Garwood school board.

Westfield voters will decide which

of seven candidates will fill the three
open school slots. Seeking the seats
are incumbent Ann Cary along with
former school board member Keith
Hertell and newcomers Rosanne
Kurstedt, Karym Hoens, Joseph
Miceli, Mark Friedman and Jennifer
Silva.

Also on the ballot is the proposed
2011-2012 school tax levy of
$83,007,187 in support of a
$91,868,298 budget. Overall, a total
of $85.9 million will be raised in
taxes. The owner of a home assessed
at $184,000 will see a jump of $171
over last year.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, four
candidates are running for two seats
representing the township on the
board. They are incumbent Warren
McFall and newcomers Victor
Devizio, Douglas Layne, and Melanie
Root.

Fanwood residents will choose be-
tween three candidates for a seat rep-
resenting the borough on the board.
Candidates include Jeanne Cleary,
Michael Lewis and Margaret Savoca.

Residents will also vote on a pro-
posed tax levy of $73.6 million for
this year’s $80.3-million budget. A
total of $58.8 million will be raised in
Scotch Plains and $16.9 million in
Fanwood. A home assessed at
$122,700 in Scotch Plains would see
an increase in school taxes of $64
versus a $151 hike in Fanwood for
the average assessment of $84,536 in
the borough.

Mountainside voters will decide
which of five candidates gets to fill
three open seats. Running for full,
three-year terms are incumbents

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In January 2009
Sunnyside Senior Housing of
Westfield filed a lawsuit against the
Town of Westfield and the Westfield
Planning Board alleging that their
attempts to develop property located
at 206 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield was “rebuffed” by the de-
fendants and settlement negotiations
are still ongoing.

The suit is considered a “builders

remedy” lawsuit as the town did not
have a fair housing plan approved
under the regulations set forth by the
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH). According to the informa-
tion provided on COAH’s website,
there is no record of Westfield ever
having a certified COAH plan.
Westfield did adopt their Master Plan
on October 7, 2002 and in 2004 the
town prepared a housing plan, but
cited new COAH regulations were
pending and recommended that the
town “monitor this situation closely
and, where appropriate, new devel-
opment should be required to address
any obligation that may result from
such development.”

On April 6, 2009, three months
after the suit was filed a housing
element and fair share plan was pre-
pared by Town Planner William Drew
and Susan Kimball of Kimball and
Kimball. Had the town submitted and
received approval from COAH it
would have prevented Sunnyside
from being able to bring this type of

lawsuit.
As such, Sunnyside is alleging that

despite the current zoning of the prop-
erty in question, they should be per-
mitted to build a 60-unit age restricted
multi-family residential project with
a “component for low- and moder-
ate-income housing.”

The lawsuit also alleges that
Westfield’s zoning ordinances are
“unreasonable and onerous and are
calculated to or have the effect of
producing indirect artificial con-
straints on development which, in
turn, increases unit rental and sales
costs beyond a level affordable to
low- and moderate-income families
of Westfield.”

Sunnyside, owned by Steve Needle
and Ray Rodgers, is being repre-
sented by attorneys Bobby Kasolas
and Susan Rubright of Wolf Block,
LLP.

According to Ms. Rubright, the
property in question is 1.5 acres and
is located next to Sunrise Assisted
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By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — It was a meeting
of the minds Wednesday night when
an Ad Hoc meeting was held bring-
ing Garwood’s Board of Education, a
volunteer committee, and commu-
nity members together to discuss what
to do with the former Washington
School building. The school, which
was used most recently for pre-k and
kindergarten classes, was closed at
the end of the 2009-2010 school year.

BOE President Adele Lewis opened
the public meeting by announcing
that she and Superintendent Teresa
Quigley, along with the other board
members, were looking to gather in-
put from the community as to what
should be done with the vacant school

building.
Garwood resident Bill Nierstedt

spoke up as a licensed planner who
has a background and education in
land use. “I would like to be involved
in how Washington is used,” he said.
“I would like to see us explore our
options and be very open to what can
potentially go in that location. We
need to do what makes sense finan-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers took action last Thursday and
appointed deputy comptroller
Melinda Zito chief financial officer
(CFO) as the county readies for the
retirement of longtime financial di-
rector Larry Caroselli effective May
1.

The county has hired former
Plainfield administrator Bibi Taylor
to replace Mr. Caroselli at a salary of
$120,000. Mr. Caroselli is paid
$132,000.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog As-
sociation, questioned whether Ms.
Zito would hold both titles. She ac-
cused the freeholders of lying in a
press release that stated the county
conducted an “extensive search” in
finding a replacement for Mr.
Caroselli.

“I made an extensive OPRA (Open
Public Records Act) request asking
for any documentation that shows

that any kind of search was done and
all I got back was Bibi Taylor’s re-
sume,” she said. “So this was an in-
side Union County Democratic Com-
mittee political appointee. For what I
understand, she is not licensed to
carry out the job.”

In response, Mr. Caroselli said there
is nothing that requires the director of
finance to be a CFO although he said
he has the certification and that Ms.
Taylor has completed half the courses
necessary for her certification.

“We have someone on board that
has that certification. Rather than
designating someone as an acting
finance officer, I recommended that
we appoint Melinda Zito,” Mr.
Caroselli said.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
added that, “something is wrong
here,” noting that Ms. Taylor, accord-
ing to published reports, was given
$250,000 as part of an agreement to
leave her employment with Dover
where she had served as the town’s
administrator from January 2006 until


