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Harold Hill, but the teens presenting
the show didn’t have any trouble
capturing the hearts of the audience
that afternoon.

The plot of the musical surrounds
flimflam man, traveling salesman
Harold Hill (Brenden Paternostro),
who poses as a boys’ band leader
selling instruments and uniforms to
naive townsfolk. After the band equip-
ment arrives, he always skips town
with their money, leaving broken hearts
and untrained musicians in his wake.

In River City, Iowa,
however, a 25-year-old
“old maid,” Marian the
librarian (Ariel Sheridan
in evening perfor-
mances; Samantha Furst
in matinee perfor-
mances), discovers the
truth about him. Yet
when Hill helps her
younger brother
Winthrop (Dan Stein)
overcome his fear of
talking because of a pro-
nounced lisp, Marian
falls in love with Hill.

Marian’s mother,
Mrs. Paroo (Allison
Gallo) is delighted when
the spark of interest be-
tween the two adults ig-
nites. Meanwhile, the
town’s official, Mayor
Shinn (John Patterson),
and a quartet of the
School Board try to re-
search Hill’s credentials,
but the con man cleverly
distracts them repeat-
edly by starting them in

singing a song.
The “professor’s” longtime pal

Marcellus (Steven DelCol) has given
up his own con game to settle down in
this sleepy town and aids the music
man in pulling the wool over
everyone’s eyes. When push meets
shove, though, love of Marian over-
comes Hill’s greed. He has managed
to mesmerize the whole town by hav-
ing them think their way into the
world of music.

From the small Black Box Theatre
in the Academy of Performing Arts,
the cast of 30 delivered powerful
group numbers, proving that they
could produce beautiful music in
“Iowa Stubborn,” “The Wells Fargo
Wagon” and “Shipoopi.” Dancers,
with choreography by Fausto Pineda,
Christopher Johnson and student as-
sistant choreographer Steven Del Col,
had a chance to shine in the library

“Women Aging,” above, is part of the collection “What Pushes Out of the Earth,”
by Gail Winbury, on display at the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth until June 3.

Academy for Performing Arts Has No Trouble
Making Beautiful Music in The Music Man

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - The perfor-
mance of a musical production at a
high school causes excitement espe-
cially for cast members and their
parents. Who doesn’t want to see his
child perform? That concept is an
undercurrent running through
Meredith Willson’s iconic Tony
Award-winning musical of 1957, The
Music Man performed at the Acad-
emy for Performing Arts at the Voca-

tional/Technical School in Scotch
Plains last weekend.

This show, boasting some 30 or
more cast members, was especially
exciting for the students and parents
since it was the school’s first musical
production. “Welcome to River City,”
a pretty costumed young lady said as
she greeted the audience members in
the impressively decorated lobby at
the Saturday, April 9, matinee. The
town of River City may have
“Trouble” according to Professor

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT HARMONY…While the School Board mixed quartet sings “Lida Rose,” Marian, the
librarian, (Samantha Furst of Westfield) sings the counterpoint song, “Will I Ever Tell You” in
the Saturday, April 9, matinee of The Music Man presented by the Academy for Performing Arts
at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains. The two songs are examples
of Broadway counterpoint where songs with separate lyrics and separate melodies that harmo-
nize are designed to be sung together.

scene and the song, “Shipoopi.” Un-
fortunately, with the stage and the
audience’s seats on the same level,
one could only imagine what was
happening with the dancers from their
waists down because the audience
members’ heads that blocked their
view.

The mayor (John Patterson) and
his wife Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn
(Jaclyn Weisser) rightly played their
comedic roles over-the-top in every
scene. Outstanding singing and act-
ing kudos belong to the title character
played by Brenden Paternostro who
displayed nice chemistry with his
Saturday matinee leading lady
Samantha Furst of Westfield.

Musically, the baton of co-director
Valerie Pineda set a fast pace causing

Susan M. Dougherty for
The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR MR.
RIGHT…Samantha Furst sings of her
ideal man in “My White Knight” while
her piano student Amaryllis (Taylor
Scott) practices her music. The show,
The Music Man, which ran April 7 – 10
at the Academy for Performing Arts
(APA) at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains, was
the first musical the APA has pre-
sented.

the numbers, played by a band of
five, to skip merrily along. The
Pickalittle ladies (Kyra Morling, Leah
Killmer, Camila Bermudez, Jasmine
Taylor and Jaclyn Weisser) with silly
hats and bird-like movements re-
mained in wonderful pecking order
formation.

For a first musical in the school,
the Academy for Performing Arts
shows it has bragging rights, “right
here in River City.”

Artist’s Turn Blank Canvas
Into Art ‘For Art’s Sake’
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Earlier this month, the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ) held its fifth annual Blank
Canvas Benefit, the organization’s
signature fundraiser that brings to-
gether those who create art and those
who support it.

As in years past, over 100 artists
from across the country created an
original piece of art from a blank
canvas supplied by VACNJ. The
pieces were then silently auctioned
to the highest bidder at a reception
held at VACNJ on Saturday, April 2.

Two area artists, Pat Brentano of
Westfield and Debra Livingston of
Scotch Plains were among those cre-
ating pieces for the Blank Canvas
Benefit.

According to Ms. Brentano, her
work is centered on a spiritual con-
nection to nature. She created
“American Bittern over Lost Habi-
tat,” by layering cut paper over a
color photograph.

 “We don’t own nature. We are part
of it,” Ms. Brentano explained. “My
piece is part of a series about the
endangered birds of New Jersey.”

Ms. Livingston created “Wild
Flowers Down Under,” three panels
of wildflowers that were inspired by
a recent trip to Australia.

“I tried to give my piece an ab-
original feel to it,” said the artist,
who is also associated with VACNJ
as both a docent and an instructor.

This year, in addition to the auc-
tion, VACNJ expanded the festivi-
ties into a first – ever “For Art’s Sake
Weekend,” three days of activities
that centered on seeing art, buying
art and making art.

On Friday, April 1, contemporary
art collectors Patricia A. Bell and
Ann Schaffer invited “For Arts Sake”
guests into their homes for a special
viewing of their private collections.
After the tour, the guests returned to
VACNJ, where they previewed the
Blank Canvas artwork entries and
met the artists.The recepiton and
auction was held on Saturday.

On Sunday, April 3, VACNJ held
an open house for the general pub-
lic, inviting all to become an artist
for the day. Workshops in graffiti
drawing, sneaker design, textile de-
sign, jewelry making, ceramics and
digital photography, among others
were offered.

Over 750 children, young adults
and adults attended the open house.
Additionally, a solo exhibit of the
work of New York City artist Bar-
bara Friedman was exhibited in
VACNJ’s Mitzi and Warren

Eisenberg Gallery. Proceeds from
each sale of Ms. Friedman’s work
also benefited VACNJ.

Estelle Fournier and Jenny
Reinhardt served as this year’s “For
Arts Sake Weekend” co-chairs.

Over $200,000, most of which will
go to VACNJ’s education, exhibition
and outreach programs, was raised
by the “For Arts Sake” weekend.

VACNJ is currently showing
“Emerging Artists: Re-Design,” an
exhibit that features the work of 14
new designers who are committed to
repurposing discarded and old found
materials.

For more information about
VACNJ, call (908) 272-9121 or email
info@artcenternj.org or visit
artcenternj.org.

LOST HABITAT...Westfield artist Pat
Brentano’s work is often strongly con-
nected to themes of nature. Pictured
here, her “American Bittern over Lost
Habitat” was  part of the VACNJ’s
Blank Canvas Benefit event held ear-
lier this month.

Paintings by Gail Winbury
At Pearl Street Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to present an exhibit of paint-
ings by Gail Winbury of Westfield in
the gallery space at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, located at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth. A selection of Ms.
Winbury’s paintings entitled “What
Pushes Out of the Earth” is on display
at the Pearl Street Gallery until June
3. Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays.

Ms. Winbury is an artist and psy-
chologist in private practice in
Westfield. Her studies in art began in
1998 at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit. She attended
classes at the Montclair Museum
School, Castle Hill Center for the
Arts (Truro, Massachusetts),
Provincetown Art Museum School,
The School of Visual Arts in NYC,
and also in New Mexico and Italy.
Her first solo show was in Summit in
2001, followed by group shows at the
New Jersey Society for Watercolors,
the Marlboro Public Library and the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey,
where she received the Curtis Hilliard

Award for Watercolors.
Similar to her work as a psycholo-

gist, Ms. Winbury is interested in a
transitional area encompassing the
interplay between what is shown on
the surface and that which lies below,
what is conscious and that which is
unconscious. Her aesthetic concerns
both what is present and what is ab-
sent. There is a sense of light emanat-
ing through her work. She permits
the “under painting” to reveal itself
by leaving line, graphite marks, or
transparent layers of paint. She al-
lows torn edges to be seen and to
become an integral part of the art as if
implying that art or wholeness must
include mistakes and imperfections.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more informa-
tion about the Pearl Street Gallery, or
to learn about other programs and
services, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ
07202; by telephone (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay users 711or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

FLOWERS FROM AFAR…Scotch Plains artist Debra Livingston created “Wild
Flowers Down Under” for the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey’s Blank Canvas
Benefit. The mixed media piece was inspired by the artist’s recent trip to
Australia.

WCP Smoke and Mirrors
Reunites Teacher and Student

WESTFIELD - When the Westfield
Community Players’ production of
Smoke and Mirrors debuts next
month, it will mark a reunion of sorts
for a teacher and his former student.

Maurice J. Moran of Rahway will
be directing Smoke and Mirrors, a
mystery-comedy by Will Osborne and
Anthony Herrera at the Westfield
Community Players. The play will
feature Tim McGovern of Garwood,
a former Roselle Catholic High
School student of his.

Mr. McGovern appeared in Our
Town and Funny Girl in l980-81 un-
der Mr. Moran’s direction. The two
men are looking forward to working
together again. Mr. McGovern plays
Derek Coburn, a self-centered Hol-
lywood actor. Other cast members
are Mike Burdick, of Linden, as a
Hollywood screenwriter, John
Correll, of Winfield, as his director-
producer, Jackie Wiener, of Westfield,
as their publicist and Patrick Field of

New York City as the hapless sheriff
investigating a murder on a small
island off the coast of Mississippi.
Having directed at Westfield Com-
munity Players for many years, Mr.
Moran has also directed and per-
formed in several New Jersey com-
munity and professional theaters.

Smoke and Mirrors will run Fri-
days and Saturdays, May 6 – 21 at 8
p.m., with a matinee at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, May 15.

More information on the show may
be found at the theatre’s website at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org
or by phoning the box office at (908)
232-1221.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment of the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

REHEARSAL FOR MURDER…Cast member Tim McGovern, pictured left,
receives notes from his former teacher, Maurice Moran, now the director of
Smoke and Mirrors at Westfield Community Players in May. Other cast members
pictured, left to right, are: Jackie Wiener, John Correll, Patrick Field, and Mike
Burdick.

New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
Benefit Concert May 15

MORRISTOWN- The New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra (NJSO) joins
the United Jewish Communities of
MetroWest NJ (UJC) to present the
14th annual benefit concert in sup-
port of the United Jewish Appeal of
MetroWest NJ (UJA) at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, May 15, in Morristown.

The program honors community
philanthropists and New Jersey’s
“First Couple” of Jewish overnight
camp, Elisa Spungen Bildner and Rob
Bildner of Upper Montclair.

UJC stands at the center of 20 local
and three overseas partner agencies.
Through its UJA Campaign, UJC
helps to meet the educational, voca-
tional, recreational and social needs

of people in the local community,
Israel and 60 countries around the
world.

“A Celebration of Jewish Camp,”
featuring a free performance by Jew-
ish rock phenomenon Sheldon Low
for children and adults of all ages,
will precede the concert at 1:30 p.m.
on the Vail Mansion Great Lawn.

The NJSO concert, under the baton
of Grammy Award winner Lucas
Richman, begins at 3 p.m. at the
Community Theatre at Mayo Center
for the Performing Arts. The Orches-
tra will perform a Slavic-tinged pro-
gram of rhapsodies and dances by
Beethoven, Dvoøák and Wieniawski
concludes with Tchaikovsky’s glori-
ous “1812 Overture,” a perennial fa-
vorite.

Tickets range in price from $20 to
$82 and are available for purchase
online at njsymphony.org or by
phone at 800-ALLEGRO (255-
3476).

In an article in the April 7 edition
of The Westfield Leader and The
Times, the location of the Forum
Theatre was  listed incorrectly. The
theater is in Metuchen.

DOO WOP…Herb Reed’s Platters’
will perform at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center as the Spring Doo
Wop Spectacular on May 14. See story
page 19.


