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Cranford/Garwood News

Cranford Unveils Budget;
Calls for Loss of 14 Jobs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday introduced the
2011 municipal budget of
$32,023,669, a decrease of $293,000
from 2010. A total of $21,668,106
will raised in taxes, a 1.95 percent
increase, amounting to $415,201, in
the municipal portion of property tax
bills this year, complying with the
state-mandated cap.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach gave a
brief overview of the budget at the
committee’s regular meeting and
called the move to eliminate the 14
positions — which will be achieved
via attrition and layoffs — a “very
difficult decision.” Two positions in
the recreation department will be
eliminated along with a reduction in
the number of crossing guards. Four
emergency medical services posi-
tions will be eliminated as well, with
those responsibilities being absorbed
by the township fire department.

A public hearing on the budget —
which was introduced by a party-line
3-2 vote, with Republican Commis-
sioners David Robinson and Mark
Dugan dissenting — will be held on
May 24.

The mayor called it a “chore” for
the committee to craft this year’s
budget, and added that the “incred-
ibly difficult” process was exacer-
bated by the discovery in February
by township auditors that the surplus
was not $1 million, as originally
thought, but closer to $58,000.

The mayor, along with Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley, empha-
sized that during the six-week in-
terim before the budget is formally
voted upon, the township committee
will consider further revisions and
both urged the public to review the
budget and come forth with any ideas
for revisions.

In other business, the township
committee admitted that the sewer
utility, which was created a year ago
as a way for the municipal govern-
ment to avoid exceeding state spend-
ing caps, continues to exist despite a
vote late last year to dissolve the
entity and fold the local sewer
charges back into the township bud-
get. Due to a clerical error, the
committee’s vote in December actu-

ally voided an ordinance numbered
2010-33 — an ordinance that had
never been adopted — instead of
ordinance 201-040, which had es-
tablished the sewer utility.

Responding to resident Lisa Nesi,
Mayor Aschenbach called the De-
cember vote a “mistake” and said it
had been done “out of spite” by the
lame-duck Republican-controlled
committee after an election cam-
paign in which victorious Demo-
crats had spoken out against the
utility’s creation. In response to Ms.
Nesi’s assertion that the committee’s
December vote should stand because
its intent to repeal the utility was
clear, Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said that regardless of
intent, the committee’s vote had not
been to repeal ordinance number
2010-40. “The bottom line,” Mr.
McCarthy said, is that “the sewer
tax remains in effect.”

Mayor Aschenbach said the com-
mittee will use this situation to in-
vestigate changing the way that resi-
dents and businesses are charged for
sewer use from the present method
based on property assessment to a
user-based system. He said such a
method “should have been done last
year,” adding that a user-based fee
would give residents an “incentive
to conserve” in order to lower their
sewer bills.

In other business, the committee
passed four ordinances that will im-
pact municipal finances, including
one raising various costs relating to
planning and zoning board fees, an-
other boosting the fee for sewer con-
nections to new properties and an-
other raising various construction
code fees. A fourth ordinance passed
is a refunding bond ordinance for
$521,000 that will be used to pay
several tax appeals that were settled
in 2010 but not yet paid.

The committee also introduced an
ordinance creating a conservation
utility that will act in an advisory
role in suggesting “ways to decrease
our use of utilities,” according to
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell. The
group will look at ways to save on
leaf collection, garbage pick-up and
sewer usage, he said. The public
hearing will be held on Tuesday,
May 10.

A Letter to the Editor
Green Acres Seeks to Add School
Property to Cranford Open Space

Cranford recently received a letter
from the New Jersey Green Acres
Program regarding the addition of
the Solomon Schecter School prop-
erty, 721 Orange Avenue, Block 251
Lot 1, to the state’s Recreation and
Open Space Inventory (ROSI). The
March 24, 201l, letter was sent in
response to the township’s letter of
December 28, 2010, which advised
of Cranford Ordinance 2010-65, dedi-
cating the property to recreation and
open space purposes and directing
that it be included in Cranford’s ROSI
in connection with N.J.’s Open Space
Program.

The state’s letter was paraphrased
at the March 28, 2010, township com-
mittee workshop meeting in a state-
ment declaring that the property was
not on the ROSI. The statement was
repeated at the March 29, 2011, offi-
cial meeting of the township commit-
tee. The announcement was a gross
oversimplification of the status of the
property and does a disservice to the
residents of Cranford.

The property is being added to the
township’s list of dedicated open
space or ROSI, and the Master Plan
will be updated to indicate the recre-
ation and open space purposes to
which the property is now dedicated.
The township’s ROSI will be re-
viewed and updated when Green
Acres funding for any project is next
requested and received by the town-
ship. There is no minimum amount
of funding required for a Green Acres
project ($20 or $20,000 can work).
And the project need not be associ-
ated with the former Solomon
Schecter site.

The state’s ROSI contains only

properties that are encumbered by
the state. An encumbrance is a legal
claim on the property, which pre-
vents sale and development of the
property without fulfillment of state
established terms for such a transac-
tion. Property can only be encum-
bered, and thus added to the state’s
ROSI, through the acceptance of state
Green Acres funding by the munici-
pality. Once the municipality re-
ceives the state funding, all property
on the municipality’s ROSI is en-
cumbered and included in the state’s
ROSI database.

There are two ways for a munici-
pality to receive the state funding
required to encumber property on a
municipality’s ROSI. The first way
is for a municipality to apply for
funding directly to the Green Acres
Program. Typically, this requires the
municipality to provide some fund-
ing for the project, and any funding
supplied by bonding requires four
votes. In 2010, there were only three
commissioners supportive of encum-
bering the property so this method
of funding was not possible.

The second way of obtaining funds
is through a so called “friends of”
program, whereby a non-profit or-
ganization (e.g., 501(c)3 nonprofit
corporation) raises money that can
be used as matching funds for the
proposed Green Acres project. The
municipality is spared the expense
of providing funding, because the
charitable organization has done so,
and the state then provides the fund-
ing that triggers the updating of the
state’s ROSI and encumbering of
the property.

Either process can take a consid-
erable time to complete, anywhere
from 15 months to seven years. There
is no indication that the threat to
develop the property so clearly evi-
denced in 2010 has permanently re-
ceded, and all necessary steps should
be taken to add the property to the
state’s ROSI.

Finally, the township attorney, Mr.
McCarthy, expressed the opinion at
the March 29, 2011, meeting that the
county was not precluded from pur-
chasing the property, as some con-
tended during the 2010 campaign.
An opportunity remains for the
county to purchase the land, thereby
netting a park for the township while
returning some of the millions of
dollars Cranford has contributed to
the county Open Space Trust Fund.
Residents should urge the township
committee to “apply away” for
county funding.

Mark Smith
 Cranford

Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Schedule For Holy Week

CRANFORD – The solemn sea-
son of Lent will draw to a close and
the joyous celebration of Easter will
begin with worship services at the
Calvary Lutheran Church, located
at 108 Eastman Street in Cranford.
The public is invited to all services.

Palm Sunday Services of Holy
Communion will mark the begin-
ning of Holy Week on April 17 at
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Commemorat-
ing Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, these worship services
also will offer meditation on
Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Pas-
sion and death. Seasonal music pre-
sented by Calvary’s adult, youth and
children’s choirs will be accompa-
nied by organ, piano and trumpet.

Maundy Thursday services will
be offered at 1:15 and 7:30 p.m. on
April 21. These worship services
will feature absolution and Holy
Communion. The evening service
also will include the stripping of the
altar in preparation for Good Friday.
Seasonal music will be accompa-
nied by organ and at the evening
service by violin.

On Good Friday, April 22, the

solemnity of the day will be ob-
served at 7:30 p.m. with a Tenebrae
Service of shadows and darkness.
Music will be provided by the
church’s Calvary Choir, with organ,
bassoon and violin accompaniment.

The joyous observance of Easter
will occur on Sunday, April 24, with
Festival Services of Holy Commun-
ion at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Each
service will offer a full liturgy with
instrumental and choral seasonal
music and favorite Easter hymns ac-
companied by organ, piano, trumpet
and bassoon. Calvary’s Adult and
Hand Bell Choirs will lead music.

Music will be under the leader-
ship of Jeanne Elmuccio, Calvary’s
director of music and organist.

Calvary’s occasional 5 p.m. Sun-
day worship service will not be held
on Palm Sunday or Easter, but will
resume the following Sunday, May 1.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America
and has been serving the Cranford-
Westfield area and surrounding com-
munities for 81 years.

UCC to Celebrate Investiture
Of Eighth President Today

CRANFORD – Approximately 650
state and local officials, delegates
from other colleges, and members of
the College community will attend
the investiture of Margaret M.
McMenamin as the eighth president
of Union County College. The cel-
ebration will begin at 2 p.m. today,
Thursday, April 14, at the college’s
Cranford campus.

The investiture involves the pre-
sentation of the presidential medal-
lion to Ms. McMenamin, an aca-
demic symbol representing the au-
thority of the presidency. Her swear-
ing in will be done by Judge James
Hely of the Union County Superior
Court. At this milestone event, Ms.
McMenamin will introduce her vi-
sion for the future of the college and
the theme of her term as president:
Caring, Courage, Community.

Stephen M. McMenamin, senior
vice-president and chief information
officer for Hawaiian Electric Com-
pany, and the president’s brother, will
present the keynote address.

Ms. McMenamin holds a Master

of Science degree from the Univer-
sity of Scranton and an Ed.D. in Edu-
cational Leadership from Lehigh Uni-
versity. She has held senior adminis-
trative positions at Lehigh Carbon
Community College in Schnecksville,
Pa. and Brookdale Community Col-
lege, the County College of
Monmouth, in Lincroft.

Since arriving at Union County
College in July 2010, Ms. McMenamin
has set forth an aggressive agenda
centering on improving student suc-
cess outcomes. She is revitalizing stu-
dent services, strengthening advising
and counseling, partnering with fac-
ulty to improve teaching and learning,
and engaging the entire campus com-
munity in the process of mission re-
view to renew their collective com-
mitment to student success. Her phi-
losophy is showcased in the motto,
“Students are Number One at Union
County College.”

The college’s Cranford campus is
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
For more information on Union
County College, go to ucc.edu.

Dooley Representatives Give
Talk to Garwood Seniors

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club held its regularly
scheduled meeting of April 7 at the
Garwood Firehouse. There were 53
members in attendance. Highlights
of the meeting were as follows: three

members are celebrating birthdays
during April; Maria Grande has joined
as a new member, and a general semi-
nar covering funeral types and ar-
rangements was given by John Dooley
and Chuck Tombs of the Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home of Westfield,
who also brought sandwiches, past-
ries and pansies for all the club mem-
bers.

Amanda Jensen, a young parent,
spoke to the members about the im-
portance of the school budget and its
impact on housing values. The club
also welcomed Kenny Tyrell, who is
the new kitchen helper. It was noted
that stroke screenings will be held at
Garwood Borough Hall on Thursday,
April 28. To pre-register, call (908)
789-0728.

The club is looking for members or
the public to donate paper plates and
cups, plastic utensils and percolator-
type coffee to defray club costs. They
may be dropped off at Garwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 403 South Av-
enue, or at a club meeting if in the
area. The Garwood Seniors Club
meets on the first and third Thursdays
of every month. The next meeting
will be held on April 21, and attend-
ees are asked to bring their kazoos for
a music activity. Anyone interested
in joining is asked to call Patsy at
(908) 789-0835 or to come to a meet-
ing and ask for Dolores.

VFW Auxiliary Is Set
To Meet on Tuesday

GARWOOD – The next monthly
meeting of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sand-
ers Memorial Post No. 6807 Ladies
Auxiliary Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) will be held on Tuesday, April
19, at 1 p.m. It will take place at the
post home at 221 South Avenue in
Garwood.

President Kathleen Dorkoski will
welcome all members and call for
committee reports. The Post mem-
bers and Ladies Auxiliary will be
actively working on plans for the
“Buddy Poppy” program during the
month of May. Disabled and needy
veterans in Veterans Administration
hospitals assemble the Buddy Pop-
pies. Donations from the Buddy
Poppy program are used for aid, re-
lief and comfort of needy veterans
and members of the armed forces and
their dependents.

Members are encouraged to con-
tinue to save Campbell Soup labels
and Boxtops for Education to sup-
port local schools.

AAI Meeting Tomorrow
To Focus on Cosmology

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting at 8
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, April 15, in
the Main Lecture Hall in the
Nomahegan Building at Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the business
meeting, the club will present a lec-
ture entitled “Cosmology 101: Les-
sons from Astrophotography,” pre-
sented by Ruben Kier. Participants
will learn how emission nebulae are
more extensive than previously
thought, and why reflection nebulae
have complex colors. They also will
find out how to see colors in the stars
of bright open clusters; why individual
stars that sparkle in a globular cluster
are mostly red giants, and what makes
a supernova glow at the eyepiece.

Following the talk, attendees will

be invited to gather at the William
Miller Sperry Observatory for refresh-
ments and the chance to look through
the largest telescopes in the area
(weather permitting.) Sperry Obser-
vatory also is open to the public every
Friday evening between 7:30 and 10:30
p.m. for an informal talk and observ-
ing. A star party is scheduled at Sperry
Observatory on May 13.

For more information, visit
asterism.org or call (908) 276-STAR.
Admission and parking are free. Mem-
bers of the public also are invited to
come to Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside on Saturdays
at 1 p.m. for safe solar observing of the
sun, weather permitting.

Garwood Egg Hunt
On Tap Saturday

GARWOOD – The annual
Garwood Easter Egg Hunt will take
place this Saturday, April 16, at noon
at the Garwood Little League field on
the east end of Myrtle Avenue. This
event is open to Garwood children
and residents only.

All youngsters will receive special
gifts, as well as raffle tickets to win
additional prizes. Participants will be
divided into three age groups – ba-
bies to pre-kindergarten; kindergar-
ten and first grade, and second and
third grades. The rain date is this
Sunday, April 17, at 1 p.m.

Rosary Altar Society
To Gather Tonight

GARWOOD – St. Anne’s Rosary
Altar Society of Garwood will hold
its next regular monthly meeting
this evening, Thursday, April 14, at
7:30 p.m. in the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, located at 37 South Av-
enue in Garwood. Attendees are
asked to park behind the building
on Willow Avenue.

President Christine Guerriero will
welcome all members and call for
committee reports. Election of new
officers for the 2011-2012 Rosary
year is scheduled for this meeting.
Vice-President Eleanor Senus has a
special program planned and re-
freshments will be served.

The next Rosary Sunday is May 1
at the 8 a.m. Mass, with recitation of
the Rosary to take place at 7:40 a.m.,
in St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church.
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MOVE-IN
SPECIALS!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from 

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from 

$1,775/month

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

Westfield, NJ • For Sale by Owner

5BR, 3 1/2 Bath Stately Colonial • $850,000

Stunning landscape on .78 acres, totally updated and renovated 5
bedroom colonial, 1st floor master bedroom suite with over 750 s.f.
of luxury, master bath w/jacuzzi tub, gas fireplace, 2 walk-in closets,
home office overlooking wooded backyard, gourmet eat-in kitchen,
granite countertops, stainless steel Bosch appliances, wine bar &
54 bottle wine cooler, 1st floor laundry/mudroom, full finished base-
ment, backyard 2-level hardwood deck w/outdoor jacuzzi, new 2-
zone heat-A/C, intercom/security system, 2-car attached garage,
blocks to award winning downtown & schools, NYC trains. Near
Jefferson School.

Please contact us for private viewing

at 908-451-8366

** Notice to Cranford, Garwood Residents **
Cranford or Garwood organizations desiring to

have their news published in The Westfield
Leader, please put in story form and e-mail to

community@goleader.com


