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Cougars Score 2 in Ninth, Nip Blue Devils, 6-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Highlander Girls Jump on Softball Cougars, 8-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2-for-3 with a run scored and an RBI,
Allie Verrilli had an RBI single,
Kathleen French singled and scored
once, and Sara LoBue, pinch running
for Melissa Moreno, scored once.

Highlander starting pitcher Dani
Todaro lured several Cougar batters
into swinging way ahead of her
pitches.

“Their pitcher had some good
movement. She’s not fast. It’s the
second game of the season, and for
three of those kids [Cranford], who
started today, I don’t think they ever
saw a curveball. That is something

that they are going to have to work
on,” Coach Bruno said. “They are
going to have to recognize pitches
better than they did today.”

GL designated player Stephanie

Cataldo went 3-for-4, with a triple
and an RBI single, while scoring once.
Leadoff hitter Paige Murphy, who hit
a two-run homer in the county cham-
pionship game last year, singled
twice, scored once and added an RBI.
Bari Grossman had three singles, an
RBI and a run scored. Jenna Kulback
had a pair of RBI singles and scored
twice, and Emily Beisser had a pair
of singles and scored once.

“I am very happy with my desig-
nated hitter. She is a tough out,” said
Coach Iacono, who added, “Overall,
I think our attitude has been a little bit

better today. They stayed focused,
and they wanted to win.”

Highlander No. 9 hitter, junior
Kelly Goense, with her very quick
hands, hit the hardest shot of the

afternoon, a line drive that embedded
into the glove of Cougar leftfielder
Emily Snyder.

“She is a very good athlete. The
track team wants her badly. She is a
hurdler from winter track, and she
went to the states. It was the first time
ever she went out for track, but she
loves softball,” Coach Iacono ex-
plained.

The Highlanders’ defense also
made it difficult for the Cougar bat-
ters to find a gap.

“I think we have a pretty good team
defensively. I think we are going to

be alright,” commented Coach
Iacono.

Third baseman Mackenzie Liss
definitely knew her way around de-
fensively.

“She is going to Penn State,” Coach
Iacono pointed out. “She is a Divi-
sion 1 scholarship athlete. A real good
bat!”

The Highlanders collected a pair
of walks and an RBI single from
Cataldo to grab a 1-0 lead in the first
inning. Murphy plopped an RBI
single into right field in the second
inning then Cataldo tripled, Kulback
followed with an RBI single and
Jackie Grossman added an RBI single
to give the Highlanders a 4-0 lead
entering the bottom of the third.

Capece chopped a single to left in
the third. Two straight errors ensued,
which allowed Capece to score then
Snyder was hit-by-a-pitch to load the
bases, but the Highlanders escaped
the inning with a pitcher-to-catcher-
to-first double play.

In the fourth, Moreno, French and
Olivia Salinardo drew walks to load
the bases with one out. Capece tapped
an infield dribbler that scored LoBue
then Verrilli ripped an RBI single to
center to narrow the score to 4-3.

After GL plated four runs in the
sixth, relief pitcher Jordan Robbins
yielded a leadoff single to French,
then got the next three Cougars out to
seal the deal.
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Blue Devils, 14-9, which included
five doubles.

“We were being more aggressive
at the plate. The other day we were a
little tentative. We did a great job
today getting the fastballs and get-
ting the off-speed pitches,” Walano
said.

Both starting pitchers, Blue Devil
Zach Archembault and Williamson,
were very effective. Archembault
tossed seven innings, spreading 11
hits, while walking two and hitting a
batter. After running into minor jams
in the first three innings, yielding
seven hits, Williamson settled down
to shut out the Blue Devils for the
next five innings. During his entire

eight innings on the mound,
Williamson ceded only one walk,
while striking out seven.

Williamson also went 4-for-4 at
the plate with three doubles, two runs
scored and an RBI.

“Both starting pitchers pitched

great ball games, and we just couldn’t
find a way to get Williamson out
today. He went 4-for-4,” said Coach
Brewster, who added, “He threw the
ball in the strike zone all game long.
We hit him a little bit, but he was just
good enough. Archembault pitched a
wail of a game. It was his first start
this year. I think we are going in the
right direction.”

“He’s a bulldog, and he just pumps
strikes for us. He’s the real deal. He’s
the whole package,” Walano said of
Williamson.

“Ryan competed the whole time.
He threw strikes, and he had a gutsy
performance,” Coach McCaffrey said.
“He had a good day at the plate as

well. Ryan is a very talented pitcher.
He is a good athlete, and we are
fortunate that he had a good game
today.”

Leadoff hitter Tim Younger led the
Blue Devils with two doubles, two
RBI and a run scored. Murray (RBI)
and Brett Ryan each had two singles
and scored once. O’Rourke and Matt
Varakian each singled. Will Riggs
scored a run.

Andrew DiFrancesco (2 doubles)
and Mark Osofsky (RBI) also proved

to be two tough Cougars at the plate,
each with three hits. Feeney rapped a
two-run single and walked twice.
Trotter singled and scored, Walano
singled and scored twice, and Greg
Matlosz scored once.

Younger whacked a leadoff double
in the first inning, advanced to sec-
ond on O’Rourke’s bunt and scored
on Murray’s infield single to grab a 1-
0 lead, but the Cougars gained the
lead with Williamson’s RBI double
and Osofsky’s RBI single.

Younger hammered a two-run
double in the second to make the
score, 3-2. O’Rourke lined a single to
left. Younger rounded third but was
held up. The relay from leftfielder

Osofsky went to Feeney, who caught
Younger attempting to return to third.

In the third, Murray singled and
later scored on a wild pitch to stretch
the lead to 4-2, but Feeney hopped a
two-run single to right in the bottom
of the fifth to knot the score.

Blue Devil reliever Mike Mondon
pitched the eighth and ninth innings,
and Cougar Vin Colineri took to the
mound in the ninth.
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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PITCH HIT & RUN 
COMPETITION 

A National Competition Sponsored by 
Major League Baseball & Aquafina 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 16 
11 AM TO 4 PM 

(rain date April 17, same time) 
 

� Inflatable Slides & Bounce Houses 
� Games & Raffles 

� Food & Fun 
� Baseball clinic by Frozen Ropes 
� Special Appearance by Sparkee! 

 
Area boys and girls (ages 7-14) may compete in a national 

competition of pitching, hitting and base running.  The winners in 
each age group move onto a sectional competition, then to a team 
competition at Yankee Stadium.  Winners from Yankee Stadium 

go to the MLB All Star Game in Arizona. 
 

All kids are encouraged to compete regardless of baseball 
abilities, and the actual time needed to complete all three events 

is about 10 minutes.  The competition is FREE! 
 

Arrive when your schedule permits and stay as long as you’d like.  
Enjoy the park and fun with your family! 

 
 

FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER: 
WWW.FYOBASEBALL.ORG 

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE TAG ON A BLUE DEVIL…Cougar third baseman Sean Feeney puts the tag on Blue Devil Tim Younger
as he attempts to get back to third base in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR SWIPING SECOND BASE…Cougar Mark Osofsky steals second base in the first inning as Blue Devil shortstop
Tim Younger receives the throw from catcher AJ Murray. The Cougars pulled out a 6-5 victory in nine innings.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEATING THE THROW TO SECOND…Cranford Cougar Brianna Capece beats the throw to second base in the third
inning against the Highlanders.


