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Quick lightning strikes early in the
first half allowed the Westfield High
School girls lacrosse team to cruise
to a 15-8 victory over Cranford at
Memorial Field in Cranford on April
6. The 2-2 Lady Blue Devils scored
two goals within the first minute-
and-a-half to put the 1-2 Cougars in a
defensive mode, that they were un-
able to escape until late in the first
half.

Blue Devil senior attacker Jenna
Sharkey, on an assist from sopho-
more attacker Courtney Weisse, fired
in the first goal 19 seconds into the
game. One minute later, sophomore
midfielder Elizabeth Cusick tallied a
wraparound goal to quickly set the
Lady Cougars on their heels. Weisse
assisted Cusick on her second goal
then senior attacker Ally Rose stuffed
in one of her own.

Weisse came through with her first
goal, and Sharkey added her second

goal to give the Blue Devils a 6-0 lead
with less than 10 minutes off the
clock. But the blood letting contin-
ued, and the Blue Devils had built a
10-0 lead before senior Nicole
Kleiman scored the Lady Cougars’
first goal with nine minutes remain-
ing in the first half.

“One thing I thought our entire
team did well in the first half was
transitioning the ball up the field. We

let the ball do the work instead of
trying to run the ball 80 to 100 yards,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Jackie
Behrens said.

With such a sizable lead, the Blue
Devils seized the opportunity to play
their bench, shifted into a passing
mode and added two more goals to
win the first half, 12-1.

According to Coach Behrens, “In a

KLEIMAN NETS SIX GOALS; HARTNETT 1, FARAONE 1

Blue Devils Score Early, Stop
Cranford Lady Laxers, 15-8

THOMPSON, RIVERA, HAGGERTY HAMMER HOMERS

Cougars Plate 2 in 6th, Sting
SPF Baseball Raiders, 9-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
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Nearly everything that could hap-
pen in a game did happen in a chilling
showdown between the visiting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team and No. 11 Cranford at
Memorial Field on April 5.

There were sacrifice bunts, hit-and-
run plays, gutsy base running and key
pickoff plays. There were back-to-

back home runs by the Raiders. Then
there were walks and hit batters, a
balk call and fluky mental errors that
the Cougars spun into runs. Addi-
tionally, there was a grand slam home
run that got downgraded to a three-
run homer.

In the end, the Cougars took advan-
tage of a collision between Raider
second baseman Christian Zazzali and
shortstop Marcus Rivera on an infield
popup with two men out in the sixth
inning that allowed base runners Sean
Trotter and catcher Eric Walano to
score and to pull out a 9-8 victory.

“We were inexperienced, end of
the game, making bonehead mistakes
that cost us,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock said.

“We were fortunate enough to pull
this out today. Many times we were
able to get situations where we put
runs across,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

The 2-0 Cougars did take advan-
tage of four walks and two hit batters
yielded by Raider starting pitcher
James D’Angelo in the first four in-
nings to score four runs, while only
producing one hit during that time,
an RBI double from Ryan Williamson
(2-for-4, two runs scored) on a hit-
and-run play. The Cougars also played
“Billy Ball” with shrewd bunting and
base running.

The Raiders also played some
“Billy Ball” to advance their runners.

“Scotch Plains played a very good
game. Tommy Baylock does a great
job. He’s from Roselle Park, so we’ve

known each other for a long time,”
commented Coach McCaffrey.

The 1-1 Raiders out-hit the Cou-
gars, 11-4, and added emphasis with
three home runs. After leadoff hitter
Sean Reilly (2-for-4, RBI, 2 runs
scored) reached base on an error in
the top of the first, Connor Thomp-
son (2-for-3, run scored) cracked a
two-run homer over the leftfield
fence, and Marcus Rivera (3-for-3, 2

runs, intentional walk) followed with
a solo blast in the same vicinity off
starting pitcher Kurt Rutmayer, who
pitched four and two-thirds innings,
allowing five runs on six hits, four
walks and a hit batter.

“They were a little bit up in the
zone. Kurt’s normally down in the
zone and able to locate his pitches.
He was up in the zone with a couple
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** Cougar Snacks: **

Boy, do you have a lot to earn.

2.51%
APY 1

MAKE 10 PURCHASES WITH YOUR PROVIDENT
VISA® DEBIT CARD

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT

GET eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small.
It’s easy to qualify and earn ATM fee refunds2 and a great $mart rate 
each statement period when you:

Member FDIC 1-800-448-PROV ProvidentSmartChecking.com

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE

ATM FEE REFUNDS 2

EARN

1Non-promotional 2.51% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.65% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.25% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. APYs in effect as of 3/18/11. APY is variable and may change at any time after the
account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions apply; ask for or see
account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded provided qualification
requirements are met. *Provident $mart Checking is powered by BancVue.
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Cougar Netmen Top
ALJ Crusaders, 3-2

The Cranford High School boys
tennis team nipped A.L. Johnson, 3-
2, on April 7.
First singles: Rob Haddad (J) d Alex
Heuckel, 6-0, 6-3
Second singles: Christian Woo (C) d
Dan Mullin, 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Andrew Miller (C) d Shane
Pyar, 6-4, 6-0
First doubles: Mike Marquez and Kevin
Fahy (J) d Willian Allen and Russ
Hathaway, 4-6, 7-5, 7-5
Second doubles: Jeff Francis and Dan
Buono (C) d Jim Douglas and Scott
Cheshut, 6-1, 7-5

Cougar Laxers Rock
Crusader Boys, 12-9
The Cranford High School boys

lacrosse team evened its record to 1-
1 with a 12-9 victory over A.L.
Johnson in Clark on April 5. Junior
attacker JR Rubin notched four goals
and two assists, while sophomore
attacker Tom Fitzgerald flicked in
three goals and added an assist for the
Cougars.

Cougar Luke Diano (assist) and
Matt Nunziato each scored two goals,
and Eric Knight scored one goal.
Nick Mullery (2 assists) and CJ Fran-
cisco (assist) each scored four goals
for the 0-2 Crusaders, and Brandon
Feeney added one goal.

Baseball Cougars Nip
South Plainfield, 5-4
The No. 11 ranked Cranford High

School baseball team scored all of its
runs in the first two innings to nip the
South Plainfield Tigers, 5-4, in the
Autism Awareness Challenge at Wil-
liams Field in Elizabeth on April 9.

The Tigers took a 2-0 lead in the
top of the first, but the Cougars
matched it in the bottom of the in-
ning. Mark Osofsky tapped an RBI
single in the first and drilled a two-
run double in the second. Pitcher
Kurt Rutmayer went the distance and
picked up the victory.

Probitas Verus Honos

Lady Cougars Rattle
Livingston Laxers, 15-12

The Cranford High School girls
lacrosse team improved to 2-3 with a
15-12 victory over Livingston in
Cranford on April 11. Nikki Kleiman
notched seven goals.

Rebecca Roman and Kelly Miller
each netted three goals, and goalie
Catherine Miller made 10 stops.
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HOME BUILDERS
Mountainside, NJ

Small Jobs to Full Home Renovations and Additions

Custom Finished Basements - Stonework - Siding - Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES

908.451.5245

michaeltshomebuilders@gmail.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TO THE PLATE IN TIME…Raider pinch runner Frank Degnan reaches home plate just in time in the fifth
inning as Cougar catcher Eric Walano receives the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING CONTROL OF THE BALL…Cougar Kelly Miller, No. 46, controls the ball in the first half against the Westfield
Blue Devil girls at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 6.


