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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

WILLIAMSON GOES 4-FOR-4; YOUNGER, 2 DOUBLES

Cougars Score 2 in Ninth, Nip
Blue Devil Baseball Boys, 6-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Déja vu all over again! In some
respects!

Eric Garguilo drilled a liner down
the leftfield line to bring home Ryan
Williamson with the tying run and
Eric Walano with the winning run in
the bottom of the ninth inning to give
the No. 11 Cranford High School
baseball team a 6-5 victory over
Westfield at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 7.

Interestingly, the last time the two
teams met came in the Union County
Tournament championship game at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on May
15, 2010 where the Cougars also won,
6-5, and Walano scored what turned

out to be the winning run.
“Look what the score is! What was

the score of the county finals last
year? For a first week of April game,
both teams played very well. Cranford
made a lot of great plays in the field.
If any one thing were different, it
would have made the difference in
the game. Cranford played well, and
they didn’t make mistakes,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

“We didn’t go away, and they didn’t
go away. They kept making plays, and
we kept making plays, but we had the
last punch in. Eric Garguilo came
through with a nice hit,” Walano said.

In the top of the ninth inning, with
the score tied 4-4, Blue Devil Steve
Forgash scored the go-ahead run when
James Barry ripped an RBI double to
left. The Blue Devils had runners on
second and third with one out. Third

baseman Sean Feeney fielded a
grounder, checked the runner on third
and threw to first for the second out.
With power men AJ Murray on deck
and Danny Kerr next, James
O’Rourke lined a shot over second,
but shortstop Sean Trotter thrust him-
self airborne and made a saving snag.

“That was an all out effort play! He
fully extended his body, dove across
the infield and made a play that saved
two runs,” Cougar Head Coach Den-
nis McCaffrey said.

“It was probably two runs then we
had Murray and Kerr coming up, so
that changes everything around,”
Coach Brewster noted.

Unlike in their game two days prior
where they could only muster four
hits in a 9-8 win over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, the Cougars out-hit the

CAPECE GETS 2 SINGLES, RBI; VERRILLI RBI SINGLE

GL Highlander Girls Jump
On Cougar Softballers, 8-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Muddy conditions shortened a
seven-inning game into a six-inning
game that the Governor Livingston
High School softball team won, 8-3,
over the Cranford Lady Cougars at
Adams Field in Cranford on April 7.

For several years, both teams have
been in the top tier of Union County,
and last year was no different when
the Cougars and the Highlanders split
their regular-season games then
Cranford pulled off a 4-3 victory in
the county championship game. In
that game, Cougar Nicole Ravetier
rapped a solo home run, and team-
mate Julie Siragusa singled to bring
home the tying and winning runs.

“Last year, the first game of the
season they beat us then we beat them
at their place, and we beat them in the
county finals. In the kids’ minds
there’s a rivalry,” Cougar Head Coach
Bob Bruno said.

“Let’s face it! This has been a soft-
ball rivalry,” said Highlander Head
Coach Rick Iacono, who added, “Of
course the conditions were ridicu-
lous. It was bad for both teams. De-
spite the conditions, we tried to stay
focused on task, and we kept scoring
runs. Their starting pitcher got hurt. I
am sure that hurt them a little bit, but
that girl, who came in did a very nice
job. We struggled in the beginning
with her.”

Siragusa started on the mound for

the Cougars and pitched the first three
innings before injuring her hip flexor
muscle. Meg Sawyer relieved and
held the Highlanders scoreless for
two innings before they found the
gaps to plate four runs on five hits in
the sixth inning.

“I think the game should have never
been started. When your pitcher is
sliding all over the mound, obviously
she hurt herself, but both teams had
to play. They hit the ball well and
made plays. We didn’t hit and surely
didn’t make plays,” Coach Bruno said.

The Highlanders totaled 14 hits,
while the Cougars, without the ser-
vices of Ravetier, scraped together
only four hits. Brianna Capece went
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COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Ryan Williamson, a sophomore on the varsity baseball team, pitched eight innings
in a 6-5, nine-inning victory over Westfield on April 7. He also went 4-for-4 with three doubles and two runs scored.
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VERY EFFECTIVE ON THE MOUND AND AT THE PLATE…Cougar pitcher Ryan Williamson pitched eight innings
against the Blue Devils and allowed only one walk, while striking out seven batters. He also went 4-for-4 with three doubles
and two runs scored.
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SAFE AT HOME…Cougar pinch runner Sara LoBue slides safely into home plate underneath Highlander catcher Jenna
Kulback in the fourth inning. The Highlanders defeated the Cougars, 8-3, in a mudfest at Adams Field on April 7.


