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WILLIAMSON GOES 4-FOR-4; YOUNGER, 2 DOUBLES

Cougars Score 2 in Ninth, Nip
Blue Devil Baseball Boys, 6-5

THOMPSON, RIVERA, HAGGERTY HAMMER HOMERS

Cougars Plate 2 in 6th, Sting
SPF Baseball Raiders, 9-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Déja vu all over again! In some
respects!

Eric Garguilo drilled a liner down
the leftfield line to bring home Ryan
Williamson with the tying run and
Eric Walano with the winning run in
the bottom of the ninth inning to give

the No. 11 Cranford High School
baseball team a 6-5 victory over
Westfield at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 7.

Interestingly, the last time the two
teams met came in the Union County
Tournament championship game at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on May
15, 2010 where the Cougars also won,

6-5, and Walano scored what turned
out to be the winning run.

“Look what the score is! What was
the score of the county finals last
year? For a first week of April game,
both teams played very well. Cranford
made a lot of great plays in the field.
If any one thing were different, it

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly everything that could hap-
pen in a game did happen in a chilling
showdown between the visiting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team and No. 11 Cranford at
Memorial Field on April 5.

There were sacrifice bunts, hit-and-
run plays, gutsy base running and key
pickoff plays. There were back-to-
back home runs by the Raiders. Then
there were walks and hit batters, a
balk call and fluky mental errors that

the Cougars spun into runs. Addi-
tionally, there was a grand slam home
run that got downgraded to a three-
run homer.

In the end, the Cougars took ad-
vantage of a collision between Raider
second baseman Christian Zazzali
and shortstop Marcus Rivera on an
infield popup with two men out in the
sixth inning that allowed base run-
ners Sean Trotter and catcher Eric
Walano to score and to pull out a 9-8
victory.

“We were inexperienced, end of
the game, making bonehead mistakes
that cost us,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock said.

“We were fortunate enough to pull
this out today. Many times we were
able to get situations where we put
runs across,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

The 2-0 Cougars did take advan-
tage of four walks and two hit batters
yielded by Raider starting pitcher
James D’Angelo in the first four in-
nings to score four runs, while only
producing one hit during that time,
an RBI double from Ryan Williamson
(2-for-4, two runs scored) on a hit-
and-run play. The Cougars also played
“Billy Ball” with shrewd bunting and
base running.
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O’LEARY NETS 4 GOALS, 2 ASSTS; OFFITZER 3 GOALS

Blue Devils Get Past Raiders
In 1st Boys Lax Meeting, 15-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience eventually overcame a
spirited effort in the very first varsity
meeting between the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys lacrosse
team, in its first varsity season, and
the Westfield Blue Devils in Scotch
Plains on April 11. In the end, the 3-
2 Blue Devils emerged with a 15-4
win over the 1-3 Raiders.

But the Raiders did startle the Blue
Devils, especially in the opening
three-and-a-half minutes when they
controlled the tempo and finished with
a goal from midfielder Jonah Offitzer
on an assist from midfielder Jon
Mahoney.

“The kids always keep up for any

game against Westfield. There is no
getting around this rivalry. The guys
were motivated. You couldn’t ask for
a greater start. Unfortunately, games
don’t last three-and-a-half minutes,”
Raider Head Coach Ken Ellsworth
said.

Offitzer finished with three goals
and assisted Matt Greenberg on the
Raiders’ other goal.

“He is a great player, and he is a
great kid. He works hard all the time.
We rely on him everyday. I am not
surprised in a big game that he came
up with a good game. He gives it
everything he’s got,” Coach Ellsworth
said.

The Blue Devils played a choppy
first quarter but got on the scoreboard

when Jack Allen stuffed the net on
Jackson O’Leary’s assist. O’Leary,
who finished with four goals and two
assists, scored next on Paul Devita’s
assist then Nick Arnold scored unas-
sisted to give the Blue Devils a 3-1
lead.

Westfield won the second quarter,
4-1, to carry a 7-2 lead at the half, but
even though they won the game, the
Blue Devils appeared to be out of
sync.

“I’m not really pleased about any
of the quarters to be honest. We did
not execute our game plan. We had a
game plan to come out, run our sets
and build our confidence. Quite
frankly, we were quite sloppy and

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Blue Devil AJ Murray slides safely into third base in the third inning as the ball hops
past Cougar third baseman Sean Feeney. See Cranford Online Sports pages for more.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A BIG INNING…Cougar Ryan Williamson slides into third as the ball sails out of the reach of Raider
Kevin Raszka in the fifth inning. The error allowed two Cougars to score. See Cranford Online Sports pages for more.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TOUGH ON DEFENSE…Blue Devil midfielder Markey Frega, No. 20, puts a hard check on Raider Kevin Lewis,
No. 8, as Blue Devil defender Christian Burgdorf, No. 17, adds support. Westfield won, 15-4, in Scotch Plains.


