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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Is 27K Square-Foot Building for
Administrators Really Necessary?

Theater in Metuchen,
Not New Brunswick

Nice article about the Old-Time Local
Theaters on the Arts and Entertainment
page this week, but I believe that there is
an error as to the location of this theater.
I have also attended this theater, and it
does run some really good venues. I do
believe, however, that this theater is lo-
cated on Main Street in Metuchen, not
New Brunswick. The town of Metuchen
is completly encircled by Edison Town-
ship, and New Brunswick is the next
town over from Edison. So, if you want to
help rally to save this cultural gem, please
run a correction regarding its’ location.

Victor Mankoski
Westfield

UC Watchdog Association Updates
Website at Fraction of County Cost

Blessing Pulls Out
Of Westfield BOE Race

It is after great consideration that I
have decided not to move forward with
my candidacy for the Westfield Board of
Education. I applaud the enthusiasm and
passion that the other candidates have
displayed in their campaigns.

At this time, I need to put all my energy
and attention into my family. I do not feel
I can give the 110 percent necessary to
serve on the board of education.

I wish all the candidates good luck and
know that whoever is elected will be able
to give that 110 percent and do a great job.

Thank you for your support.

Jessica Blessing
Westfield

Thank You; Dollars for
Students Was A Success

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Scholar-
ship Foundation is most grateful for the
community support of our Dollars for
Students fundraising campaign, which
recently featured a house-to-house can-
vass of our communities by high school
applicants for scholarship assistance. We
thank everyone who answered their door-
bell and spoke with our applicants. We
also thank the students who gave up their
time to help us reach our goals. Finally,
we thank all those members of the Foun-
dation who worked so long and hard to
make the Dollars for Students campaign
a success.

People who may have missed their
student volunteer and who still want to
assist the Foundation should return the
envelope left at their door or send their
contribution to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, P.O.
Box 123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

The Dollars for Students campaign
included a recent letter mailed to our
supporters. We greatly appreciate all those
who answered this letter.

Each donation, great or small, will go
toward scholarships for local students.
This year we have received 144 applica-
tions and look forward to funding as
many scholarships as possible. This
community’s generosity in supporting
our students’ goal of higher education
has the potential to change lives!

Mary Ball Cappio
Pres. SPF Scholarship

Dante Gioia, Mountainside BOE
Candidate, Discusses Budget

We have spent beyond our means for
years. Draining reserves hid budget short
falls and tough decisions were ignored.
This, hidden from the public through the
consistent lack of transparency, allowed
the BOE to successfully avoid respon-
sible decisions until a change in state
funding made it impossible to escape
reality. While these state reductions didn’t
help our budget problems, it didn’t create
them either. Even if state funding contin-
ued at the 2009-2010 level, we would be
facing a budget crisis today.

In school budgets, consisting prima-
rily of non-variable expenses, strategic
planning is necessary for long-term suc-
cess. Otherwise, taxpayers are bound by
commitments they cannot afford. In
Mountainside, poor planning created a
false sense of a balanced budget. Accel-
erated use of restricted reserves is just
one example. Strategically used, reserves
would partially offset debt requirements
through the 2022 maturity. Unfortunately,
reserves were drained and going forward
this $367K annual debt obligation will be
funded through taxes.

Proper Berkeley Heights over-site
would drastically reduce the Governor
Livingston adjustments. By not opposing
Governor Livingston tuition increases and
providing low enrollment estimates, the
2011-2012 budget is burdened with $475k
for 2009-2010 services. A total of $360K
of the adjustment is an unplanned tuition
increase of 11.9 percent. While we should
voice opposition to this tuition increase,
an independent observer would assume
we approved this increase.

A Mountainside BOE member repre-
sents Mountainside as a voting member
of the Berkeley Heights BOE. This mem-
ber, currently seeking re-election for a
one-year term, voted for expenses that
resulted in increased tuition. After re-
viewing Berkeley Heights BOE meeting
minutes, July 2008 to present, I can only
find two ‘nay’ votes by our BOE repre-
sentative, and one was voted with the
majority. Voting against unplanned Gov-
ernor Livingston expenses would have
created an argument for unfair tuition
adjustments.

Our BOE also has a pattern of provid-
ing inaccurately low enrollment estimates.
Providing inaccurate enrollment hides
our true cost and initially lowers tuition
payments, but it places a burden on future

taxes. A total of $212K of this year’s
adjustment is for 2009-2010 student en-
rollment. There were similar tuition and
enrollment adjustments in 2010-2011 and
pending adjustments for 2012-2013.

For the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012
school years combined, Mountainside will
pay taxes of $450K, outside the 2 percent
cap, and save $1,520 through reduced
services, pay-to-play co-curricular and
subscription busing, compared to 2009-
2010 base. This more than offsets the
$1,015K reduction in state revenue for
the same period. Unfortunately, these tax
increases and service reductions place a
burden our taxpayers and threatens the
quality of our children’s education with
increasing class sizes. Kindergarten, 1st
and 2nd grade are increasing 31 to 39
percent compared to the 2010-2011 bud-
get.

Looking forward, the 2012–2013
school budget already presents challenges
with $267K of unfunded debt service and
another Governor Livingston tuition ad-
justments. To reset course, we need a
long-range strategic plan. Contracts or
initiatives outside this plan should be
rejected, unless there are offsets. We also
need stronger over-site at Berkeley
Heights. The Mountainside board mem-
ber representing us at Berkeley Heights
should oppose unplanned tuition in-
creases.

Finally, we need to cut wasteful spend-
ing, investigate shared services and con-
sider any alternative that benefits taxpay-
ers and children. These steps forge the
foundation of an affordable future that
protects our high standards of education.

I am running for the board of education
to balance fiscal responsibility and edu-
cational excellence. With experience in
strategy, planning and negotiations, I
possess leadership skills the board of
education lacks. Without finance leader-
ship and fiscal prudence, our budget prob-
lems, class sizes and taxes will continue
to increase.

This was prepared using the informa-
tion published and statements made by
the Mountainside BOE, the Berkeley
Heights public school website, and con-
versations with Mountainside school busi-
ness administrator.

Dante Gioia
Candidate for Mountainside BOE

The Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, www.unioncountywatchdog.org,
has developed a new website. It is mod-
eled after the County of Union’s site
which looks like it was modeled after the
City of Elizabeth’s site – despite the
county contracting to pay $136,000 for
its development in 2010. The cost of
Elizabeth’s site and the vendor is un-
known at this writing. Inquiries will be
made.

The UCWA site was put together by a
team of volunteers and their faithful web
guru, open government activist Mike
Pierone of Lattice Design, who was paid
$1,360 for special programming. Since
the watchdog site is a parody of the county
site there was no original design needed,
as the county appears to have done with
Elizabeth’s site. Content for the UCWA
site was picked up from our old site, as

was done with the county’s site.
The cost of the UCWA site was 1

percent that of the county’s. Even if the
site was done from scratch without vol-
unteers, the cost would have been ap-
proximately $13,600, 10 percent of what
the county paid. This project by the
UCWA was done to illustrate the waste
and appearance of impropriety in the way
the County of Union distributes no-bid
contracts.

The UCWA site includes all the fea-
tures offered in the county site and much
more. For instance, the county’s website
does not offer the extensive archive of
public records that the watchdog site does.
Even the cost of incidentals that the
UCWA did not account for would not
account for the $136,000 the county con-
tracted for. This figure does not include
the countless man-hours that county em-
ployees used to assist the web designer.

The county cost also does not include
the funds already paid to the Union County
Alliance, who receive an annual grant of
$322,125 to develop, create and maintain
as needed web-based communications.

We don’t know much about the vendor
who received this contract. An OPRA
request revealed it was a company by the
name of Web Creations located in Clark.
They do not have a website of their own.

Tina Renna
Cranford

It is heartening to see a real school
board election in Westfield this year with
multiple candidates. A lively and enlight-
ening debate will benefit both students
and citizens.

Hopefully, the question will arise: Why
is a 27,000-square-foot-building neces-
sary to house a dozen administrators?
Surely the 302 Elm Street property could
be of much better use on the tax rolls for
the benefit of students. Other school dis-
tricts in Union County house their admin-
istrators in school buildings near the class-
rooms that they serve. If the school board

can so easily move young people to other
buildings, why can’t they move a few
adults?

The efforts of past school board mem-
bers to address this issue have been deeply
appreciated. Now maybe these members
can be in the majority. At the very least,
a clear explanation can be given to the
taxpayers of Westfield.

The excellence of Westfield schools is
in the classroom and that is all that counts.

Joanne Hone
West Chester, Pa.

Ask Questions and Hold Board and
Administrators More Accountable

The school board election is roughly
two weeks away and I want you to know
how important your vote is. On April 27,
you will be asked to make two decisions.
There are seven people running for the
board and you will get to choose which of
them you would like to serve on your
behalf. You will also be asked to vote
either “Yes” or “No” for the budget.

These elections generally bring out
only 25 percent of the eligible voters, but
the results of this election will impact
everyone in town and you should have
your voice heard. Whether you have
young children who will soon move into
the schools, or if you have kids currently
in school or if you are residents who no
longer use the schools; you will be im-
pacted because we need to be able to
maintain the quality of education in
Westfield which in turn will support our
property values.

Last year, the school budget passed by
a tally of 52 percent to 48 percent. That
demonstrates that there are many people
who have concerns about the direction
that we are going. We have strong schools
and a strong foundation from which to
build, but we clearly need to modify the
thought process on how we conduct the
business of our schools. At a recent school
board meeting where the budget was pre-
sented, I asked the board if they had

changed their approach in the develop-
ment of this year’s budget because of the
vote last year. Although I did not get a
direct answer of yes or no, it was clear to
me that although the board worked hard
to create a budget where we maintained
programs and had a relatively minimal
increase in the tax levy, we did not sig-
nificantly evolve the thought process that
we used. This is what I am advocating, a
change in the thought process.

As I have been campaigning for the
board, residents have asked me whether I
think that they should vote “yes” for the
budget. Well, everyone has to make their
own choices but regardless of how you
vote, you should be asking more ques-
tions and holding the board and the ad-
ministrators more accountable for an-
swering those questions to the best of
their knowledge.

Come out and vote on April 27 and cast
your vote for me, Mark Friedman. I am
committed to working with the other board
members and the residents of Westfield
on behalf of the 6,300 students currently
enrolled in our schools.

You can also follow my campaign
Facebook.

Thanks very much for your support.

Mark Friedman
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Wonderful Man, Robert, Runs the Café in Echo Lake Park
Not only does Echo Lake Park offer a

good cafe and paddle boats, which is a
great activity for families and couples,
there is a wonderful man running the cafe
who will restore any broken faith in hu-
manity.

My husband and I took a walk through
the park recently. I am pregnant, due in
about two-and-a-half-months. I became
very light-headed and knew I needed
something to eat. I was pleased to find
that my husband put money in his pocket
before leaving, but it was a large bill. We
stopped at the cafe, where I asked the man
working if I was to order something, did

he have change to break the bill. Without
hesitation, he asked what I would like.
After ordering, he suggested I take a seat
and that he’d call when it was ready.

When I picked up my order, he told me
he wasn’t going to charge me. He said he
could see I really needed something to
eat, but if I could just remember him
sometime over the summer. I couldn’t
believe this kindness from a stranger.

We talked with him while I ate. He
incurred an injury in the past year that
risked leaving him in a wheelchair. For-
tunately, he had a successful surgery, and
he is grateful to be able to do his job and

looks forward to helping others enjoy
their free time over the upcoming months.
His name is Robert. Between the much-
needed food and Robert’s extraordinary
act of compassion, I think it was the best
cheeseburger I ever ate.

When you are looking for something
to do with a morning or afternoon, please
think to visit the park, enjoy the wonder-
ful job that was done dredging the lake,
and give our kind regards to Robert. We’ll
certainly be back.

Caroline and Alexander Trigaux
Westfield

Spring, Where Are You? It’s Time
For Girls to Break Out Fashion

Mayor, Council Races Put Fanwood
On ‘Must Watch’ Political List

In the past, New Jersey residents could breath a
sigh of relief that winter was over, and spring had
finally arrived once the last day of March had come
and gone and the calendar was, at last, flipped to
April.

Although temperatures in the 50s and 60s are
characteristic of true spring weather, if the sun isn’t
shining it doesn’t feel like spring. Being greeted by
grey, overcast skies makes one ask – spring - where
are you?

After the winter we endured – with record snow-
fall and temperatures that lingered in the teens for
weeks – would it be too much to ask for the sun to
push from behind the clouds and bathe us in its

warmth?
Spring shopping for us girls doesn’t have the same

appeal when the purchases must be hung impatiently
in the closet waiting for temperatures to rise. Dear
sun, allow the ‘fashionistas’ to show some skin
without the risk of freezing to death. For some
reason, 60 degrees in April is not met with the same
enthusiasm as 60 degrees in January.

At least the spring flowers made their debut in the
sun’s absence. Alas, April showers, bring May flow-
ers.

Hopefully, before too long, the sun will shine on
our new fashions. Will we next greet temperatures in
the 90s with our bikinis?

This year’s General Election is going to be an
interesting one in Fanwood as the borough will have
contested mayoral and borough council races. Demo-
crats and Republicans are also fighting for majority
on the six-member council, currently split between
the parties.

Mayor Colleen Mahr is seeking her third term
against a challenge from Joe Britt, who chairs the
borough’s Republican Committee. Joining Mayor
Mahr on the Democratic ticket are incumbent Coun-
cilman Russell Huegel and council candidate Kevin
Boris. They will do battle against Republicans Jason
Benedict and Nicole Cole. Mr. Boris and Mr. Benedict
ran for council last year while Ms. Cole was a
candidate for county freeholder in 2009.

The current 3-3 split on council followed the
victory of Republicans Michael Szuch and Robert
Manduca in 2009. Democratic and Republican in-

cumbents, Council members Kathy Mitchell and
Anthony Parenti, respectively, held serve last year by
winning reelection. Democrats held a 6-0 advantage
prior to Mr. Parenti’s election to the council in 2007.

As the 2011 race heads into the fall, we expect the
campaign to focus on borough taxes, the merging of
municipal departments with Scotch Plains as well as
downtown development. Campaigns in Fanwood
have always been civil and we expect the same this
year.

Republicans did not run a candidate for mayor in
2007, so we are encouraged that both parties have
run full slates of candidates this year, thus giving
voters a choice in the November General Election.
As always, we invite all candidates to submit weekly
statements for publication so that you, the voters,
will be able to able to make informed decisions when
you head into the voting booths in November.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hyperphasia – Loss of the control of

speech
2. Lyssophobia – An abnormal fear of

becoming insane
3. Houri – A nymph of paradise or a

seductively beautiful woman
4. Cytology – A branch of biology

dealing with the structure, function and
history of cells

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCENDIARISM
1. Discarding or tossing off
2. Willful destruction of property by

fire
3. Extreme rage; violence
4. An exploration or expedition to settle

unnamed territory
RETROMINGENT

1. Situated behind the throat
2. Turned up at the tip: said of a pug

nose
3. Discharging the urine backwards
4. Leaping or hopping backwards

CASTOREUM
1. A substance having a strong, pen-

etrating smell, obtained from beaver sex
glands

2. A mineral, silicate of aluminum and
lithium

3. A military encampment
4. Cement

CHROMIDROSIS
1. In botany, abnormal coloration in

parts of a plant ordinarily green
2. Refraction of light into separate col-

ors, such as with a prism
3. Albinism

See more letters pages 5, 17

MS Ed. Foundation
Board Members Sought

The Mountainside Education Founda-
tion (MEF) is seeking persons to serve on
its board. Terms are for three years. MEF
ensures that Mountainside remains one
of the best school districts in the state.

Board members attend monthly meet-
ings, serve on committees, assist in
fundraising and study BOE materials.

There are three positions open. Con-
tact Tricia Freer, president, at
mef@mountainsideeducationfoundation.org.


