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Christie Names Members to
Higher Ed., UMDNJ Panels

TOP ADMINISTRATOR... Clark Township Administrator John Laezza, center,
was named Business Administrator of the Year at the Gateway Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce 2011 Annual Mayors Dinner. He is is flanked by Eric Segal, chief
executive officer of Security Business Solutions, and Angie Tsirkas, vice-presi-
dent and manager at Northfield Bank in Linden.

TRENTON –Governor Chris
Christie has announced appointments
to both the Governor’s Higher Educa-
tion Council and the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ) Advisory Committee. Both
the Council and the Advisory Commit-
tee came as a result of recommenda-
tions from the Higher Education Task
Force, chaired by Governor Tom Kean,
which made recommendations to the
Governor earlier this year.

“Through the Higher Education Coun-
cil and UMDNJ Advisory Committee,
these two important bodies will provide
my administration with recommenda-
tions, ongoing guidance for the long-
term needs of higher education and the
unique challenges facing graduate medi-
cal education,” Gov. Christie said.

The Governor’s Higher Education
Council will be chaired by John
McGoldrick, who previously served
on the Higher Education Task Force
and is chairman of Zimmer Hold-
ings, Inc. Members will include: Vice-
Chairwoman Anne Evans Estabrook
of Cranford, chief executive of
Elberon Development Co. and a long-
time college trustee at Cornell Uni-
versity; Patricia Nachtigal of Upper
Montclair, former Vice-Chairwoman
of Rutgers’ Board of Governors; John
Wefing of Montclair, a law professor
at Seton Hall University Law School;
and Richard Wellbrock of Watchung,
former chairman of Raritan Valley
Community College Board of Trust-
ees and chairman of Hilltop Commu-
nity Bank of Summit. Each member
will be appointed to a five-year term.
These direct appointments by the
Governor do not require Senate con-
firmation and each member will serve
without compensation.

The UMDNJ Advisory Committee
will evaluate whether Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School and the School
of Public Health should be merged with
Rutgers University’s New Brunswick-
Piscataway campuses; whether
UMDNJ’s Newark-based schools
should be merged with any of the senior
public higher education institutions in
Newark; whether UMDNJ’s South Jer-
sey-based school should be merged with
any of the senior public higher educa-
tion institutions in South Jersey; the role
and mission of University Hospital;
whether the New Jersey Institute of
Technology (NJIT) should start its own
medical school; how graduate medical
education should be delivered in South
Jersey and whether the various public
nursing schools should be merged.

The UMDNJ Advisory Committee
will be chaired by Dr. Sol J. Barer. The
executive will include: Robert
Campbell, former vice-chairman of
Johnson and Johnson; Joyce Wilson
Harley, an Essex County administra-
tor; Anthony J. Perno, 3rd, president
and CEO of Cooper’s Ferry Develop-
ment Association, Inc., and Harold
Shapiro, former Princeton University
president. A final report to the Gover-
nor outlining the panel’s recommenda-
tions is due September 1.
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Mahr, Huegel, Boris Fill Out
DEMS Ticket In Fanwood

Lesniak, Cryan, Quijano
Announce Reelection Bids

ELIZABETH – Senator Raymond
Lesniak, Assemblyman Joseph Cryan,
and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano,
all Democrats, officially announced that
they have filed the proper paperwork
with the State Division of Elections for
nomination as candidates in the 20th
Legislative District for the upcoming
Tuesday, June 7 Democratic Primary
Election. The 20th District was recently
adjusted to include Hillside. The dis-
trict also includes Elizabeth,  Roselle
and Union Township.

Sen. Lesniak stated, “I am extremely
proud to represent the 20th District,
and am committed to ensuring that the
neighborhoods of our community con-
tinue to have the strong leadership
they deserve in Trenton.”

Asm. Cryan noted, “I am excited by
the opportunity to once again serve the
people of the 20th District, and con-
tinue to be focused upon creating jobs
in order to make sure that our residents
have the opportunities they deserve
right here at home. Also, I’m looking
forward to using my experience in pub-
lic service and law enforcement in or-
der to continue improving the safety of
our neighborhoods.”

Asw. Quijano added, “Whether it’s
by protecting workers’ rights, ensur-
ing the safety of our community, or
advocating for increasing the educa-
tional opportunities of our children, I
would be honored to continue repre-
senting my neighbors in the 20th Dis-
trict each and every day I’m at work.”

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Democratic Committee on Monday
announced that it has selected Mayor
Colleen Mahr and Councilman
Russell Huegel to run for re-election.
Joining them on the  party’s ticket is
Kevin Boris, chairman of the
borough’s planning board, as the can-
didate  for the open council seat being
vacated by Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler, who chose not to seek re-
election after two terms.

Jack Molenaar, vice-chairwoman
of the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee, made the announcement.

“Mayor Colleen Mahr, Council-
man Russell Heugel and Kevin Boris
represent the absolute best that
Fanwood has to offer. We are pleased
that they have agreed to continue to
serve our great community and know
they will run a spirited, grass roots
campaign,” Mr. Molenaar said.

Mr. Molenaar, a former council-
man himself, explained that Mayor
Mahr has guided Fanwood through
“extraordinarily challenging times
while moving innumerable initiatives
to completion.”

He said Mayor Mahr’s “leadership
has maintained all the important ser-
vices that our community needs and
deserves. Public safety and the qual-
ity of life in Fanwood continue to be
a hallmark under the Mayor’s leader-
ship.”

“It has been a great privilege and
honor to serve all the people of

Fanwood and I pledge to continue to
seek out ways to alleviate the tax
burden on our residents, especially
our seniors and young families,
through increased shared services,
economic development and redevel-
opment and good, sound fiscal poli-
cies,” Mayor Mahr stated.

Councilman Huegel exclaimed
that “the crisis that has been im-
posed upon us by the state re-
quires every municipality to ex-
amine new and creative thinking
in operating government and to be
disciplined so as to be able to
make the correct, though often
difficult, decisions.”

Councilman Huegel pledged to
continue to be that “voice for
Fanwood and that is why I am seek-
ing re-election.” According to Kevin
Boris, “as chair of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board, I have worked hand in
hand with Mayor Mahr and Council-
man Huegel to bring to fruition
Fanwood Crossing, the most recent
redevelopment initiative to be ap-
proved at the corner of South Avenue
and Martine Avenue. This is a perfect
example of local government units
working together to achieve great
things for the borough. I now want to
serve the people of Fanwood as coun-
cilman, making shared services a top
priority.”

For more information, follow the
m on www.fanwooddems.com, Twit-
ter and Facebook.

County to Tear Down Blds.
In Clark and Scotch Plains

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday considered a resolution to
award a contract to Frank Lurch
Demolition Company, LLC of Avon
by the Sea for the demolition of seven
existing buildings in the amount of
$204,000.

Put forth by the Department of
Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities, the structures include  a house
at 370 Madison Hill Road, near St.
Agnes Roman Catholic Church; a
residential structure at 675 Madison
Hill Road near Hazelwood Cemetery
in Clark, and a four-unit home and
several barn-type outbuildings at 537
Bramhall Road in Rahway, known as
Grey Will Acres. Also to be demol-
ished are structures located at 951-
959 Leland Avenue and 112 (108-
116) Parkside Drive in Cedar Brook
Park, both in Plainfield; 1909 Route
22, West, in Scotch Plains, which
contains a baseball and softball field,
and a former Green Brook and main-
tenance building in Plainfield.

The structures, which were built of
wood, masonry and steel, were ac-
quired through the county’s Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Trust
Fund and were condemned build-
ings, county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia told The Westfield Leader and
The Times.

The county purchased the vacant
home near the St. Agnes Church,
which backs up into county parkland,
for $600,000, as well as a 14-acre
portion of the cemetery property for
$6.25 million and the Leland Avenue
property for $212,500 in recent years.

In other news, in preparation for the
retirement of long-time finance direc-
tor Lawrence Caroselli, the board is
expected to appoint Melinda Zito at its
meeting tonight, April 14, as the
county’s chief financial officer (CFO).

Bibi Taylor, a former municipal
finance director with 10 years of gov-
ernmental experience, has been hired
by the county to replace Mr. Caroselli.
She currently holds the title of assis-
tant to the finance director and will
remain in that capacity during the
transition of Mr. Caroselli’s retire-
ment. Mr. Caroselli, who has been
employed by the county for 35 years,
retires officially on May 1.

Ms. Taylor previously oversaw the
City of Plainfield’s government daily
operations with a budget of $72 million
and a staff of over 500 municipal em-
ployees. While she is completing her
courses in financial licensure, Ms. Zito,
deputy comptroller, will serve as CFO
and assist Ms. Taylor temporarily dur-
ing the transition. Ms. Zito’s CFO term
will commence April 30 and extend
through December 31, 2012.

“Larry’s an institute here at the
county; he’s the keeper of the fiscal
gate. He knows how things run and
crafted so many budgets especially
during these harder fiscal times. But
Bibi is competent as well, and she
faces the same challenges that Larry
faced. We are lucky to have her,” Mr.
D’Elia said.

At last week’s meeting, Freeholder
Dan Sullivan paid tribute to Mr.
Caroselli. “We wish him well and we
are losing experience and knowledge.

Since 1995, I have worked on many
budgets with him, and he is a dedicated
public employee,” Mr. Sullivan said.

Preparing for the 2011 fiscal bud-
get, Ms. Taylor “brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience in finan-
cial management,” County Manager
George Devanney said.

On another matter, Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Alexander Mirabella, a
Fanwood resident, congratulated Joseph
Nagy and Eleanor Kramps on being
named “Volunteers of the Year” by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

Holley Files to Run
For Mayor of Roselle
ROSELLE – Democratic Mayoral

candidate Jamel Holley officially filed
his nominating petitions to run for
mayor of Roselle in the June 7 Pri-
mary Election along with running
mates for borough council, Yves
Aubourg and Randy Sandifer.

Mr. Holley, currently serving as
Roselle’s councilman-at-large, issued
the following statement:

“Today I took the first steps in a
journey to lead Roselle into a new era
of energy and positive change by offi-
cially filing petitions to run for mayor.
Now more than ever, it is vital that we
come together to create better opportu-
nities for our fellow residents by stabi-
lizing taxes, attracting smart develop-
ment, creating new job opportunities
and restoring faith in our government.
Along with my running mates, Yves
Aubourg for first ward council and
Randy Sandifer for third ward council,
I am ready to make the tough decisions
necessary to turn Roselle around and
lead us into a better future.”

Poll Finds Support for
Sharing Services

AREA — Seventy-one percent of
respondents in a recent statewide poll by
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
PublicMind say that in order to save
money, sharing services like police, fire
and school administration is a good
idea, while 19 percent say it’s a bad idea.

Three of four Republicans (76 per-
cent) say it’s a good idea, and as do
two of three Democrats (67 percent).
But women are a bit more hesitant to
modify New Jersey’s entrenched
“home rule” tradition than are men.

Asked specifically about sharing their
police services with a neighboring town,
64 percent of voters agree it’s a good
idea, while 29 percent object. The sur-
vey reveals a gender divide on the
issue. Among men, 71 percent say shar-
ing cops is a good idea, but only 58
percent of women agree.

Asked specifically about sharing
school administration with a neigh-
boring town, two-thirds (66 percent)
say it’s a good idea, while 25 percent
say it’s not. Again, men (71 percent)
are more likely than women (61 per-
cent) to say it’s a good idea.

Asked about sharing their fire ser-
vices with another town, 66 percent
say it’s a good idea, while 27 percent
say it’s a bad idea. While 71 percent
of men say it’s a good idea, 60 per-
cent of women agree.

The poll of 711 registered voters
statewide was conducted from March
29 through April 4.

Board to Appoint Atty.
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Planning Board will hold a special
meeting this Monday, April 20, at
7:30 p.m. to appoint Kenneth Soriero
of the Westfield law firm of
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
and Cooper as board attorney for the
remainder of the year. Mr. Soriero
will replace Russell Finestein, who
was named town attorney in March.
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