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Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Email us at: gillespiesfoods@yahoo.com
856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ

150 Years Ago, The Civil War
The Civil War began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces attacked a U.S. military installation at Fort Sumter in South Carolina. It ended four years

later when Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. 620,000 soldiers lost their lives and the number of civilian casualties  is
unknown.

Photos are reprinted from The Westfield Leader/Times, August 28, 2003 by
Patrick Connor during the reenactment of the Battle of Gettysburg that year.

Photo courtesy of Karen Bernstein
ACROSS THE POND…David Bernstein of Scotch Plains, pictured here with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in front of Mansfield College at Oxford University
in England, is studying abroad for his junior year. In September, David will
return to Brandeis University in Waltham, Mass. for his senior year.

board.
Generally, the public comments at

the meeting were in favor of the idea
of the park as a whole, but some
people had specific questions regard-
ing traffic, privacy and public safety.

Michael Schwartz, a resident of
Cooper Road, stated that, “This [park]
is a great idea, and [he’d] love to see
it,” but also felt that it would be “a
very dangerous situation and an acci-
dent waiting to happen.”

“Because of the congestion on
Cooper Road, and the fact that it is a
35 mile-per-hour road, it’s danger-
ous,” Mr. Schwartz explained, “and
what we’re doing here is talking about
building a park where children are
going to want to go to enjoy the
lovely features here.”

“I’m wondering if there has been
any consideration given to either, one,
the speed limit,” Mr. Schwartz con-
tinued, “or if there will be any im-
provements to the sidewalks which
currently only exist on one part of the
street. Additionally, will there be any
type of crosswalks?”

“We actually did have a discussion
with our police chief,” Mayor Nancy
Malool responded, “about looking at
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Ponderosa

lighted his “leadership, willingness
and creativity to move people and to
do good things for people.”

“There will be a void,” said the
mayor, listing Mr. Peeney’s efforts to
organize trips, programs, parties and
other special events to “energize”
local seniors.

Mr. Peeney thanked the governing
body for supporting the club’s activi-
ties, adding, “It’s such a strong orga-
nization now.”

The mayor also recognized Joe
Nagy, who is about to be honored as
Volunteer of the Year by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

Mayor Mahr said Mr. Nagy, who is
the borough’s historian and involved
in many local organizations and ac-
tivities, represents “the true spirit of
what it means to be a Fanwood resi-
dent” by being “extremely vested in
this community.”

Also honored Tuesday night was
Adele Kenny, who recently was pre-
sented with a Union County Women
of Excellence Award.

Mayor Mahr said Ms. Kenny’s “life
has been focused on celebrating the
arts” and noted that the Patricia M.
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Fanwood Council

the governing body.
At the county level, Freeholders

Angel Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris
Hudak of Linden are joined on the
party’s ticket by Vernell Wright of
Union, a retired teacher. Mr. Estrada
is seeking his fourth, three-term, while
Mr. Hudak was named to the board in
December to replace Rick Proctor
who resigned following his election
as mayor of Rahway.

Also filing in the Democratic Pri-
mary are Elcy Castilli-Ospina,
Marlene Abitanto and Erna Letemps,
all Elizabeth residents running under
the Democrats for Change banner.
Ms. Castilli-Ospina, a member of the
Elizabeth Board of Education, ran on
the Democrats for Change line for
freeholder in 2010. Ms. Abitanto was
a candidate for state Assembly in
2007 in District 20.

At the state level, in District 21,
Republicans Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, both
of Westfield, and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz of Summit are seeking
reelection. Democrat Paul Swanicke
of Warren Township has filed his
nominating petition for state Senate.
He is joined on the ticket by Assem-
bly candidates Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norman Albert of
Cranford, both attorneys who have
run multiple times for the Legisla-
ture.

In District 22, Democrats Senator
Nick Scutari of Linden, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender of Scotch
Plains and Assemblyman Jerry Green
of Plainfield are seeking reelection.
Republicans filing in the district are
Senate candidate Shannon Wright of
Plainfield and Assembly candidates
Joan Van Pelt of Plainfield, a criminal
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Primary Filings

their perspectives, sometimes con-
curring on another candidate’s point
of view, and stated their positions
emphasizing technology, looking
carefully at the budget for additional
savings and the impact increased
property taxes continues to have upon
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents,
both parents and those residents with
no students in schools.

When student Hollis Wang, during
his time for one question, asked, “If
you can’t vote for yourself, who else
would you vote for?” Three of the
candidates in Scotch Plains chose the
incumbent, Mr. McFall.

Mr. DeVizio chose “strategically
not to vote, as it would give more
votes to the others.” As for Mr. McFall
himself, he said, “I have just learned
information on these candidates to-
night. I need more time to weigh my
options.”

Fred Lange of Scotch Plains asked
if, as new board members, they could
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SPF BOE Candidates

the speed limits on Raritan (Road)
and Cooper, as well. We don’t have
the answer yet; the police are cur-
rently reviewing.”

Other residents were concerned
that the addition of the two soccer
fields would increase traffic from
people coming to the park from dif-
ferent municipalities in the county.
Mayor Malool assured that in re-
gards to scheduling the use of the
fields, teams from Scotch Plains
would have priority, as they do with
the other county-owned ballfields in
the township at Vo-Tech and by
Route 22.

“People from the eastern end of the
county will not be driving out here
for games,” the mayor said. “It’s just
not going to happen.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss also
stated that, “[Scotch Plains] has a
very good relationship with the
county; we have for years,” trying to
assure residents that the priority
scheduling policy will be honored.

Residents who have questions
about the Ponderosa Farm park are
encouraged to contact Vicky Durbin-
Drake by e-mail at vdurbin@ucnj.org
or by calling (908) 558-2278.

defense attorney, and Middlesex Bor-
ough Councilman Jeff First, who
manages several nursing homes.

In District 20, Democrats Senator
Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth, Assem-
blyman Joseph Cryan of Union and
Assemblywoman Annette Quijano of
Elizabeth, are being challenged by
the Democrats for Change ticket of
Senate candidate Jerome Dunn of
Elizabeth, an assistant superintendent
for the Elizabeth Board of Education,
and Assembly candidates Tony
Monteiro and Carlos Cedeno, both
Elizabeth residents. Mr. Monteiro
previously served on the Elizabeth
City Council.

Republicans running in the district
are Senate candidate Helen Rosales
of Elizabeth, chairman of the city’s
GOP chairman, and Assembly candi-
date John Donoso, a member of the
Elizabeth Board of Education and a
Republican committeeman.

Also of interest this year are races in
neighboring District 27. Democratic
strongholds Newark (part of) and Or-
ange have been moved to other dis-
tricts, with Chatham Township,
Harding and Madison, Republican
towns from Morris County, joining
the district along with Millburn from
Essex County. Senator Dick Codey of
Roseland is joined on the Democratic
ticket by Assemblyman John McKeon,
a former West Orange mayor, and ex-
South Orange-Maplewood Board of
Education member Mila Jasey of South
Orange. Ellen Steinberg of Millburn,
who previously ran for both Senate
and Assembly in District 21, has filed
to challenge the incumbents in her
new district.

Filing petitions for the Republi-
cans for Senate are Essex Fells Coun-
cilman William Sullivan, who is sup-
ported by the Essex and Morris
County Republican Parties, and Tea
Party member William Earmes of
Whippany. The Assembly candidates
are Leo Holtzman of Livingston and
Chatham Township Mayor Nicole
Hagner.

shed more light on contract negotia-
tions in the future.

Mr. DeVizio answered first, stat-
ing, “It’s extremely important to know
what we’re (the BOE) thinking.”
While Mr. McFall had to recuse him-
self on discussing contract talks as a
current BOE member, Mr. Lewis also
concurred with Mr. DeVizio regard-
ing future personnel discussions and
communicating it with the public:
“There’s a state law not to discuss
salaries in public. I want to disclose
more. I want more transparency.”

Melanie Root and Ms. Savoca
stated they had nothing to say spe-
cifically on the subject, as Mrs. Root
stated, “I don’t yet know what I can
and cannot disclose.”

Mr. Whitehouse was asked by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times after
the forum of his thoughts about the
evening. “I always think these (can-
didate forums) are informative. The
attendance was encouraging,” he said.

Kuran Arts Center (located in the
borough’s renovated Carriage House)
“has been her vision” and is now
home to the Carriage House Poetry
Series, which Ms. Kenny founded.

Under new business on Tuesday
night’s agenda, the governing body
narrowly approved a resolution
awarding an annual contract for
shared services between Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the local school
board.

The 3-2 vote went along party lines,
with Republican council members
Robert Maduca and Mike Szuch vot-
ing against it; there was no discus-
sion.

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino reported that the reconstruc-
tion of Belvidere Avenue is now un-
derway.

Mr. Carrino also said the recon-
struction of Watson Road should be
completed in June; the governing
body approved a resolution awarding
the contract for the job.

Mayor Mahr also noted the 50th
anniversary of the Fanwood Youth
Organization (FYO) and said the
Little League’s opening day is set for
this Saturday.

The mayor said participation in the
FYO is “as high as it’s been in 50
years.”

Mayor Mahr also encouraged resi-
dents to visit Fanwood’s new website,
fanwoodnj.org.

The mayor said the website rede-
sign was “all done with volunteer
work” and the site is now “a lot more
interactive” and features “real-time
news.”
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