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150 Years Ago, The Civil War
The Civil War began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces attacked a U.S. military installation at Fort Sumter

in South Carolina. It ended four years later when Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.
There were  620,000 soldier casualties while the number of civilians  killed is unknown.

Photos are reprinted from The Westfield Leader, August 28, 2003 by Patrick
Connor during the reenactment of the Battle of Gettysburg that year.

Photo courtesy of Karen Bernstein
YEAR ACROSS THE POND…David Bernstein of Scotch Plains, pictured here
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in front of Mansfield College at Oxford
University in England, is studying abroad for his junior year. In September,
David will return to Brandeis University in Waltham, Mass. for his senior year.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DINING AL FRESCO...With temperatures in the high 70s this past Monday,
patrons of Brick Oven on Quimby Street in Westfield take advantage of the
weather and dine outside. Outdoor dining is popular throughout town and Jazz
Nights are featured in the summer.

mary are Elcy Castilli-Ospina,
Marlene Abitanto and Erna Letemps,
all Elizabeth residents running un-
der the Democrats for Change ban-
ner. Ms. Castilli-Ospina, a member
of the Elizabeth Board of Education,
ran on the Democrats for Change line
for freeholder in 2010. Ms. Abitanto
was a candidate for state Assembly in
2007 in District 20.

At the state level, in District 21,
Republicans Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, both
of Westfield, and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz of Summit are seeking
reelection. Democrat Paul Swanicke
of Warren Township has filed his
nominating petition for state Senate.
He is joined on the ticket by Assem-
bly candidates Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norman Albert of
Cranford, attorneys who have run
multiple times for the Legislature.

In District 22, Democrats Senator
Nick Scutari of Linden, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender of Scotch
Plains and Assemblyman Jerry
Green of Plainfield are seeking re-
election. Republicans filing in the
district are Senate candidate Shan-
non Wright of Plainfield and As-
sembly candidates Joan Van Pelt of
Plainfield, a criminal defense attor-
ney, and Middlesex Borough Coun-
cilman Jeff First, who manages sev-
eral nursing homes.

In District 20, Democrats Senator
Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth, Assem-
blyman Joseph Cryan of Union and
Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
of Elizabeth, are being challenged
by the Democrats for Change ticket
of Senate candidate Jerome Dunn of
Elizabeth, an assistant superinten-
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Primary Races Begin
dent for the Elizabeth Board of Edu-
cation, and Assembly candidates
Tony Monteiro and Carlos Cedeno,
both Elizabeth residents. Mr.
Monteiro previously served on the
Elizabeth City Council.

Republicans running in the dis-
trict are Senate candidate Helen
Rosales of Elizabeth, chairman of
the city’s GOP chairman, and As-
sembly candidate John Donoso, a
member of the Elizabeth Board of
Education and a Republican com-
mitteeman.

Also of interest this year are races
in neighboring District 27. Demo-
cratic strongholds Newark (part of)
and Orange have been moved to other
districts, with Chatham Township,
Harding and Madison, Republican
towns from Morris County, joining
the district along with Millburn from
Essex County. Senator Dick Codey
of Roseland is joined on the Demo-
cratic ticket by Assemblyman John
McKeon, a former West Orange
mayor, and ex-South Orange-
Maplewood Board of Education
member Mila Jasey of South Or-
ange. Ellen Steinberg of Millburn,
who previously ran for both Senate
and Assembly in District 21, has
filed to challenge the incumbents in
her new district.

Filing petitions for the Republi-
cans for Senate are Essex Fells Coun-
cilman William Sullivan, who is sup-
ported by the Essex and Morris
County Republican Parties, and Tea
Party member William Earmes of
Whippany. The Assembly candidates
are Leo Holtzman of Livingston and
Chatham Township Mayor Nicole
Hagner.

MS BOE Budget Dominates
Discussion at Cand. Forum

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held a “Meet the Candidates”
event last Wednesday in order to in-
troduce the individuals aspiring to be
members of the school board for the
2011-2012 school year to the public.

A total of three seats on the BOE
will be determined in this year’s elec-
tion to be held Wednesday, April 27.
Two, three-year terms will be con-
tested amongst candidates Dante
Gioia, Maureen Hess, and Cathy
Jakositz. Ms. Hess and Ms. Jakositz
are currently on the board and are
seeking reelection.

In addition, a one, one-year, unex-
pired term will be contested between
Jeane Parker and incumbent Carolyn
Williams.

The “Meet the Candidates” event
was conducted in the style of a politi-
cal debate with Donna Clark of the
League for Women Voters acting as
the moderator. Ms. Clark stated that
the objective of the evening “will be
dedicated to finding out what the
candidates’ position is on the issues.”

Each candidate was allowed a
three-minute opening statement
briefly summarizing their relevant
experience and their goals for the
district if elected.

The candidates’ opening state-
ments, a rehash of which can be
viewed on The Westfield Leader’s
website at goleader.com/
11BOE_election/, were followed by
a question-and-answer session with
members of the public supplying the
questions. The candidates also had
the opportunity for a rebuttal.

Approximately 25 members of the
public were in attendance, as well as
Acting Business Administrator
Daniel Saragnese and Chief School
Administrator Jeanette Baubles.

Ms. Baubles commented that it is
incumbent for those elected to “re-
ally try to work together to do the best
thing by kids in our community.”

All the candidates were present for
the event with the exception of Ms.
Hess. When contacted by The Leader,
Ms. Hess stated she could not attend
due to “personal matters” and she
regretted “the missed opportunity to
provide the community with my
thoughts on the issues facing our
schools, our town, and most impor-
tantly, our children.”

The candidates will be presiding
over a school system with budget
concerns due to, among other fac-
tors, a significant cut in state aid to
the district. Less than 4 percent of
this year’s budget of $13,303,685 is
currently projected to be paid by state
and federal assistance.

Also contributing to the budget
crunch was a miscalculation in the
number of students that attended
Governor Livingston High School
last year that incurred over $260,000
in additional debt. The Mountainside
school district has a sending/receiv-
ing relationship with the Berkeley

Heights School district and is re-
quired to pay for students attending
there. There are ongoing negotiations
to resolve the extended debt.

As covered in previous editions of
The Leader, to partially counter these
deficits the BOE is instituting sub-
scription busing and a “pay to play”
option for co-curricular activities and
sports. The district also approved a
contract with the Westfield YMCA to
manage its before- and after-school
programs, as well as its summer camp
program. Six positions in the district
were also eliminated, further cutting
expenditures.

The budget and how to reduce ex-
penditures dominated the “Meet the
Candidates” event. Class size, pos-
sible consolidation of school districts,
shared services, administrative costs,
and teachers’ salaries were all topics
of discussion by the public and the
candidates.

All the candidates voiced their opin-
ions on the current budget and its
effect on academics. As stated by Ms.
Williams, the challenge is “preparing
a budget that will be fiscally respon-
sible in these hard economic times.
No one wants to raise class sizes, cut
teachers and programs, or charge extra
for things, but the budget must be
balanced.”

Mr. Gioia stated that the current
budget deficits were caused by “in-
adequate planning, accelerated use
of reserves, and poor oversight at
Governor Livingston High School”
and that they “threaten our taxes, our
property values, and our children’s
education.”

Ms. Jakositz stated that efforts to
“create a balance with the current tax
burden” is paramount in order “to
ensure a quality education that meets
or exceeds the needs of each child of
the District of Mountainside.”

Ms. Parker stated that “more needs
to be done” to improve the school
system in Mountainside. Efforts
should be made to “strengthen the
district’s financial oversight, support
our interim business administer (Mr.
Saragnese) in his ongoing efforts,
and to continuously evaluate our aca-
demic curriculum to ensure the high-
est achievement of our students.”

Ms. Hess also provided her
thoughts at a later exchange. “I have
a great deal of confidence in our
teachers and our administrators. They
are prepared to provide our children
with instruction, guidance, and life
lessons even while faced with the
potential challenge of higher class
sizes, level pay, and uncertain eco-
nomic times,” she said.

Polls will be open on April 27 from
2 until 9 p.m. at the Deerfield School,
the Community Presbyterian Church
and Borough Hall.

it has already been printed by the
county clerk’s office.” The candidates
include Ann Cary, Mark Friedman,
Keith Hertell, Karyn Hoens,
Roseanne Kurstedt, Joseph Miceli
and Jennifer Silva.

At the close, outgoing board mem-
ber Gary McCready stated, “with all
the questions out there about our bud-
get, we may wonder how our taxpay-
ers know they are getting a good deal
for the dollars our district spends to
educate our children.”

He further explained, “to come up
with something relevant and easy to
understand, I’ve chosen two num-
bers from the New Jersey School
report card: the average total amount
spent per student in school districts
with a high school and each high
school’s average College Board Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) score.” He
stated, “divide and you have the
amount a district pays per SAT point.”
Mr. McCready concluded that,
“Westfield spends the seventh lowest
in the state per SAT point out of 322
high schools.” He stated, “Please con-
sider that in your evaluation of our
district’s budget on April 27.”

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, April 19, at 8 p.m. in the
BOE building on Elm Street.
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Cranford Unveils Budget
utility, which was created a year ago
as a way for the municipal govern-
ment to avoid exceeding state spend-
ing caps, continues to exist despite a
vote late last year to dissolve the
entity and fold the local sewer charges
back into the township budget. Due
to a clerical error, the committee’s
vote in December actually voided an
ordinance numbered 2010-33 — an
ordinance that had never been adopted
— instead of ordinance 201-040,
which had established the sewer util-
ity.

Responding to resident Lisa Nesi,
a Republican committee candidate,
Mayor Aschenbach called the De-
cember vote a “mistake” and said it
had been done “out of spite” by the
lame-duck Republican-controlled
committee after an election campaign
in which victorious Democrats had
spoken out against the utility’s cre-
ation. In response to Ms. Nesi’s as-
sertion that the committee’s Decem-
ber vote should stand because its in-

tent to repeal the utility was clear,
Township Attorney Daniel McCarthy
said that regardless of intent, the
committee’s vote had not been to re-
peal ordinance number 2010-40. “The
bottom line,” Mr. McCarthy said, is
that “the sewer tax remains in effect.”

Mayor Aschenbach said the com-
mittee will use this situation to inves-
tigate changing the way that residents
and businesses are charged for sewer
use from the present method based on
property assessment to a user-based
system. He said such a method “should
have been done last year,” adding that
a user-based fee would give residents
an “incentive to conserve” in order to
lower their sewer bills.

In other business, the committee
passed four ordinances that will im-
pact municipal finances, including
one raising various costs relating to
planning and zoning board fees, an-
other boosting the fee for sewer con-
nections to new properties and an-
other raising various construction

code fees. A fourth ordinance passed
is a refunding bond ordinance for
$521,000 that will be used to pay
several tax appeals that were settled
in 2010 but not yet paid.

The committee also introduced an
ordinance creating a conservation
utility that will act in an advisory role
in suggesting “ways to decrease our
use of utilities,” according to Deputy
Mayor Kevin Campbell. The group
will look at ways to save on leaf
collection, garbage pick-up and sewer
usage, he said. The public hearing
will be held on Tuesday, May 10.
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