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Courtesy of Joseph Scalia
IN AWE...Holy Trinity Interparochial School Cub Scout Pack No. 73 from Westfield recently participated in an overnight
excursion on the Battleship New Jersey in Camden. The Battleship New Jersey is the nation’s most decorated battleship. It
is an 887-foot long, 45,000-ton living window into the most important half-century in U.S. history. Forty-four scouts and their
family members attended the overnight trip. Pictured on the deck of the battleship are Daniel Scalia, left, and Alex Brezik.

FATHER AND SON TEAM…James Michael Foerst, Jr. helps file his father’s
petition for re-election as a town councilman for the 4th Ward with Westfield
Municipal Clerk Claire Gray. Mr. Foerst is seeking his third term as councilman
having been previously elected in 2003 and 2007.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXHAUST-ED FUNDS...The Department of Motor Vehicle’s Inspection Station
on South Avenue in Westfield is due to close it’s doors for good on May 2.OFFICER WEEK...Captain William Gottlick, a member of the Westfield High

School Class 1991, was selected as a participant in the 2011 Medical Service Corps
Junior Officer Week (JOW) in Washington, D.C. The purpose of JOW is “to
provide personal recognition to outstanding junior Medical Service Corps Officers
who have made significant contributions to the AMEDD (Army Medical Depart-
ment)  Mission and performed in an exceptionally outstanding manner.” Only 40
medical officers from the Army, Navy and Air Force were selected for this honor.

Primary Filings Set; Westfield,
Fanwood, Garwood Races Begin

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Candidates for state, county
and municipal elective offices filed
their nominating petitions by the Mon-
day 4 p.m. deadline for the Tuesday,
June 7 Primary Election. Of interest
this year are competitive races in the
November General Election in three
of Westfield’s four wards for town
council, as well as races for mayor and
borough council in Fanwood, and bor-
ough council in Garwood.

In addition, there is a competitive
race for county freeholder in the
Democratic Primary Election, on
Tuesday, June 7 as well as in state

Legislative District No. 20, which is
considered a Democratic district.

Running for reelection to the
Westfield Town Council are Republi-
can incumbents, Frank Arena in the
first ward, JoAnn Neylan in the sec-
ond ward, Mark Ciarrocca in the third
ward and Jim Foerst in the fourth
ward. Filing for the Democrats are
Timothy Van Epp in the first ward;
Matthew Sontz in the third ward, and
Gregory Romer in the fourth ward.
The Democrats did not file a candi-
date in the second ward. Republicans
hold a 7-1 majority on the council
and hold the mayor’s office.

Fanwood will see its first contested

mayoral race in eight years as two-
term incumbent Mayor Colleen Mahr
takes on Joe Britt, the chairman of the
borough’s Republican committee. In
addition, both political parties will
try to break the current 3-3 split on
the borough council. Running for the
Democrats are first-term incumbent
Russell Huegel and his running mate
Kevin Boris. Mr. Boris came within
45 votes of winning a council seat
last year. The Republicans candidates
are Jason Benedict, who ran for coun-
cil last year, and Nicole Cole, a can-
didate for Union County freeholder
in 2009.

There is no municipal election in
Scotch Plains this year.

In Garwood, incumbent Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli is joined on
the Democratic ticket by Sara Todisco,
replacing Jonathan Linken, who is
not seeking reelection after one term
in office. Republicans, coming off a
sweep in last year’s mayoral and coun-
cil races, have put forward Carol
Kearney and Steven Blaufeder for
council seats this year. The council is
currently split, 3-3, between the two
parties.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli is seeking a full, four-year
term this year after being elected in
2010 to serve out the unexpired term
of Mayor Robert Viglianti, who died
of cancer in 2009. He is joined on the
GOP ticket by 20-year Councilman
Keith Turner and Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, who is seeking a full
three-year term after being elected
last year to fill out Mr. Mirabelli’s
council term. No Democrats filed for
the June 7 Primary Election, accord-
ing to the Borough Clerk’s office.

Cranford Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach is seeking reelection to
his township committee seat on the
Democratic ticket along with council
candidate Thomas Hannen, Jr. They
are being challenged by Republicans
Andis Kalnis and Lisa Adubato Nesi.
Republican Committeeman Mark
Dugan is not seeking reelection.
Democrats hold a 3-2 edge on the
governing body.

At the county level, Freeholders
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris
Hudak of Linden are joined on the
party’s ticket by Vernell Wright of
Union, a retired teacher. Mr. Estrada
is seeking his fourth, three-term,
while Mr. Hudak was named to the
board in December to replace Rick
Proctor who resigned following his
election as mayor of Rahway.

Also filing in the Democratic Pri-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Cranford Unveils Budget;
Calls for Loss of 14 Jobs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday introduced the
2011 municipal budget of
$32,023,669, a decrease of $293,000
from 2010. A total of $21,668,106
will be raised in taxes, a 1.95 percent
increase, amounting to $415,201, in
the municipal portion of property tax
bills this year, complying with the
state-mandated cap.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach gave a
brief overview of the budget at the
committee’s regular meeting and
called the move to eliminate the 14
positions — which will be achieved
via attrition and layoffs — a “very
difficult decision.” Two positions in
the recreation department will be
eliminated along with a reduction in
the number of crossing guards. Four
emergency medical services positions
will be eliminated as well, with those
responsibilities being absorbed by
the township’sfire department.

A public hearing on the budget —
which was introduced by a party-line
3-2 vote, with Republican Commis-
sioners David Robinson and Mark
Dugan dissenting — will be held on
Tuesday, May 24.

The mayor called it a “chore” for
the committee to craft this year’s
budget, and added that the “incred-
ibly difficult” process was exacer-
bated by the discovery in February
by township auditors that the surplus
was not $1 million, as originally
thought, but closer to $58,000.

The mayor, along with Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley, emphasized
that during the six-week interim be-
fore the budget is formally voted upon,
the township committee will con-
sider further revisions and both urged
the public to review the budget and
come forth with any ideas for revi-
sions.

In other business, the township
committee admitted that the sewer
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Westfield Board of Education
Reviews Budget as Election Nears

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During the
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing held Tuesday evening, Interim
Business Administrator Vincent
Yaniro reminded residents that the
budget, which was passed last month,
will be on the Wednesday, April 27
ballot. He stated that, “the district’s
spending is well below the state aver-
age.” Mr. Yaniro also noted that
Westfield does utilize “shared ser-
vices opportunities.”

Last month, in an 8-to-1 vote, mem-
bers of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion passed the 2011-2012 budget.
The “no” vote came from board mem-
ber Mitchell Slater.

Mr. Yaniro noted last month as well
as Tuesday night that the district’s
budget has gone up by 1.3 percent
since last year, which he equated to
an increase of $1,169,091. This was
reported as a 2-percent tax levy. Ac-
cording to his report, homeowners
would see a $171 tax increase on an
average assessed home of $184,000,

which translates to a $14.50 increase
per month.

The grand total of the 2011-2012
budget equals $91,868,298, which
includes a general fund of
$86,999,859. Special revenue has
been reported to total $1,987,510 and
the debt service has been reported at
$2,880,929.

It was noted that financial support
for the district had been gained by the
$1-million reduction in the health
insurance base from last year, which
had been negotiated in the employee
contracts, as well as a $65,000 sav-
ings from energy conservation. Also,
there was a reported savings of
$100,000 from a less-costly comput-
erized communication system and
another $100,000 in transportation
cost savings because of some spe-
cial-education students coming back
into the district. To further explain
the latter, Assistant Superintendent
of Schools Ted Kozlik gave a report
Tuesday on the placement decisions
made for students with disabilities.

Mr. Kozlik reported that all place-
ments are “based on the student’s
individualized education program”
and is chosen in “the least restrictive
environment.” He noted that, “to the
maximum extent, appropriate stu-
dents with disabilities are educated
with non-disabled students.” He also
said that to the extent of what is

appropriate, students with disabili-
ties will be brought in to participate
with non-disabled students in an “ex-
tracurricular” environment to “come
back and become a part of the fabric
of the school.”

He stated that there is always an
ongoing cost benefit analysis to all
programs within the district, includ-
ing special services which include
teacher salaries and benefits, related
services provider expenses, transpor-
tation costs, assistive technology, in-
structional supplies and equipment
and benefits to disabled and non-
disabled students.

Mr. Kozlik concluded by noting
that in many years past, Westfield
averaged about 120 to 130 out-of-
district placements, and now the dis-
trict averages approximately 100 to
110.

Board President Julia Walker added
that to put the figures into the proper
perspective, it is important to remem-
ber that there are “approximately
2,000 more students than the district
had so many years ago.”

In other business, it was announced
by Mr. Slater that the upcoming school
board election has been reduced from
eight candidates to seven, as Jessica
Blessing has decided to withdraw as
a candidate. He also noted that her
name would still be on the ballot, “as

WF Council Approves
Licenses for Theater, Cafes

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - On Tuesday night,
the Westfield Town Council reviewed
several resolutions slated for passage
at the Tuesday, April 26, meeting
including a resolution authorizing the
town attorney and tax collector to file
counterclaims on filed tax appeals.

Also slated to be approved is the
theater license for the Westfield
Community Players for 24 perfor-
mances; and sidewalk cafe licenses
for Chocolate Bar, Clyne and
Murphy, Cosimo’s, Jersey Mike’s,
Qdoba, Rock’n Joe, Xocolatz and
Turning Point.

At the close of the meeting, the
council went into closed session to
discuss legal matters that are pro-
tracting; including a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit, Sunnyside Senior Hous-
ing vs. Town of Westfield; lease ne-
gotiations with Westfield Senior Citi-
zen Housing Corporation and police
contract negotiations.

The council heard requests from
two organizations seeking permission
to run events in the downtown area.

The Japanese Women’s Club of
Westfield, represented by Sakura
Staudinger, is proposing a Japanese

cultural event to raise money for
victims of the earthquake that oc-
curred in Japan in March. The club
is proposing to have their event ei-
ther on Ferris Place, or the South
Avenue train station parking lot. As
the group is affiliated with the
Westfield YMCA, they were leaning
toward asking the town to close Ferris
Place for the day in order to have use
of the YMCA facilities.

The event is proposed to include a
traditional Japanese drum perfor-
mance, a tea ceremony, musical
groups and a raffle. The group is
asking that once the location is de-
cided upon that the town facilitate
the permitting process.

The council gave the Westfield
Art Association (WAA) permission
to hold a sidewalk show and sale in
the downtown on Saturday, June 25.
While the WAA has held shows in
the past, it has been several years
since its last show.

WAA President Brooke Gardiner
said that the event would occur from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and that he would
work out the locations of the artists
with the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration and the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce.


