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SATURDAY, APRIL 16 

9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

NORDSTROM THE MALL AT SHORT  HILLS  

LINGERIE, ON THREE

BRAvo! 
WE LOVE THE SHAPE YOU’RE IN.
Grab a friend and join us at our complimentary bra-fit event, where you’ll enjoy refreshments, 
surprises and a free personal-fit consultation. Our certified fit experts will help you find the 
perfect bra to enhance and complement your lovely shape. And for every bra purchased from  
a participating brand at our event, $2 will be donated to Susan G. Komen for the Cure®.

To reserve your spot or for special accommodations information, call 1.866.231.4657 or visit 
nordstrom.com/nordstromfitsamerica. Space is limited.

If you can’t make it to this special event, we’re also hosting ‘Nordstrom Fits America’ events  
at the following locations from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. R.S.V.P. online or by calling the  
Lingerie department at your selected store. 

Friday April 15 Menlo Park 
Friday April 15  Garden State Plaza 
Saturday April 16  Freehold Raceway Mall 

In 2011, Nordstrom is proud to make a combined minimum contribution of $200,000 to Susan G. Komen 
for the Cure® for Nordstrom Fits America events and selected local Komen Race for the Cure® sponsorships.

AMOENA  FREYA

BETSEY JOHNSON INTIMATES  JOSIE FOUNDATIONS*

CALVIN KLEIN UNDERWEAR  LE MYSTÈRE

CHANTELLE  NATORI

DKNY  ON GOSSAMER*

DONNA KARAN INTIMATES*  PANACHE*

ELLE MACPHERSON INTIMATES*  SIMONE PERELE*

ELOMI  SPANX

FANTASIE WACOAL

FELINA

Discover more. nordstrom.com  Menlo Park 732.603.5000. The Mall at Short Hills 973.467.1500. Garden State Plaza 201.843.1122 (closed Sundays). Freehold Raceway Mall 732.308.1117. Shipping charges may apply. 

 *Selected stores

EARTH ENTHUSIASTS…Students at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary took
the stage for the Kapers musical production of Unless... An Earth Day Fable. The
show featured a cast of 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, as well as McKinley faculty, staff
and parents. Pictured, left to right, are: 5th graders Cooper Metzger, Thomas
McElynn, Matt Manning, Cole Swingle, Thomas Gannaway and Chris Calimano
strutting their stuff while singing an earth-day version of Steven Tyler and Joe
Perry’s “Walk This Way.”

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw
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 ‘Don’t Stop Believing’ In Those
Local Old-Time Theaters

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW BRUNSWICK – On April 2,
in search of something fun and local,
a friend and I ventured to the Forum
Theatre, on Main Street, to see “Fron-
tiers—The Journey Tribute.” We were
excited to be able to secure last-minute
general admission tickets for $16, al-
though we were sure we would be
standing in the mosh pit up front or
way, way, way in the back.

After having dinner at a crowded
restaurant a few blocks from the the-
ater, we were surprised when we pulled
into the theater’s tiny parking lot at 8
p.m., the time the show was set to start,

and found a spot close to the front door.
Lucky us, we both commented.

Once inside, the reason for our
good fortune became obvious. The
theater was practically empty, and
based on the hair color—or lack of
hair color—of those in attendance,
most of the audience probably didn’t
even know who the tribute was to. As
for our concern of being shoved way
in the back, or being forced to stand
way up front, neither ended up being
the case. Aside from the several dozen
who had already secured their seats,
and given that the Forum Theatre has
a capacity of 450, our choice of seat-
ing was pretty open.

A few songs into the two-hour con-
cert, my friend and I smiled at each
other when an elderly couple sitting a
few rows in front of us got up and
moved back a dozen rows during the
first guitar solo. Later, when I turned
around, they were gone. Although
wailing guitar solos are not my favor-
ite, it certainly fit right in with the
genre of music being performed,
which, by the way, was on point and
sounded like authentic Journey. Close
your eyes and you might think you’re
listening to the real thing.

How the Forum Theatre was able to
secure a tour of this caliber yet man-
age to sell only a handful of tickets,
especially for only $16, amazes me.
Why wasn’t the theater packed? Where
were all the Journey fans?

Beyond the lack of support from
the fans, a larger question for me was
the future of the Forum Theatre, built
before the Depression and a true
throwback to the days when theaters
were grand, stately and elegant.

The Forum has a retro feel—from
its red and yellow marquee, the vin-
tage ticket booth and the heavy red
velvet curtains that separate the lobby
from the lower seating area. It has
vintage yellow wallpaper and a charm-
ing bowed balcony jutting out over the
seats below. It was built in 1928 as a
community theater and a vaudeville
tryout house before it was converted
into a neighborhood movie house.

According to its website, at the
height of its success, the theater was

a thriving regional theater, present-
ing hundreds of American and world
premieres, with an emphasis on mu-
sical theater, as well as numerous A-
list concert events and children’s
shows.

In the age of mall-sized multiplexes,
perhaps this type of theater does not
have the lure it had in decades past, or
perhaps locals and residents of sur-
rounding towns don’t know, or have
forgotten, about this cultural gem just
on the outskirts of New Brunswick’s
bustling downtown.

Without a significant amount of
CPR (Cultural Preservation Re-
quired), I’m afraid the Forum The-
atre—which provides a fascinating
window into the past, as well as a
glimpse of potential for what it could
be in the future—will close, be torn
down and disappear unless some-
thing is done to save it in the present.

Reminiscent of the discussion to
close the Rialto Theatre a few years
ago, I hope the residents of New
Brunswick and surrounding towns,
as well as cultural leaders and preser-
vationists, will rally to save this cul-
tural icon. A theater can be a lifeline
for a town, bringing revenue and out-
of-towners to the area.

The lure of corporate-owned mega
theaters can draw residents away from
local venues, but remember: once
shunned, soon gone. As the saying
goes, “the time to repair the roof is
when the sun is shining.” Hopefully,
the rain will hold off.

Noted Soprano to Perform April 13
 WESTFIELD - Popular soprano

Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson will be
the featured soloist at the First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield’s last Mid-
Day Musicale this season. This free
concert, Wednesday, April 13, at noon,
will feature works from opera as well
as a selection of art songs.

Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson, who has
performed widely in the United States
and abroad, will be accompanied by
her mother, the church’s Director of
Music, Barbara Thomson, at the piano.
The church is located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield. A soup and sand-
wich luncheon is available following
the concert for $7.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494. The
church is handicapped-accessible.
Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the

Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson

National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLAST FROM THE PAST...The Forum Theatre in New Brunswick is rich with
history, but lacking in clientele. The lure of corporate-owned mega theaters can
draw residents away from local venues


