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NEW BRUNSWICK – Liz Murray,
author of “Breaking Night: A Mem-
oir of Forgiveness, Survival and My
Journey from Homeless to Harvard,”
will be the guest speaker on Tuesday,
April 12, at 7:30 pm at the State
Theatre in New Brunswick. Ms.
Murray’s appearance is presented by
Smart Talk Connected
Conversations™ series.

Liz Murray’s memoir
traces her life as the child
of drug addicted parents
to being a homeless teen
and winning a New York
Times scholarship while
homeless. Her courage,
spirit and determination
transformed her life from
one of survival and des-
peration into one of in-
spiration.

Liz graduated from
Harvard in 2009. She is
the founder and director of Manifest
Living, a New York-based company,
created not only to inspire, but to share
the tools for individuals to transform
their lives and create the authentic life
they were intended to live.

Liz has been awarded The White
House Project role Model Award, a
Christopher Award, as well as the
Chutzpah Award, which was given to
her by Oprah Winfrey. A film, Home-
less to Harvard, chronicling Liz’s
journey, was produced by Lifetime
Television.

“Liz Murray shows us that human

2011 Hale Series to Begin
With Mr. Bagger April 13

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
Mayor Richard Bagger will kick off
the 2011 Anne M. Hale Speaker Se-
ries with a talk on Wednesday, April
13, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street. His topic will be “Man-
aging State Government During Eco-
nomically Challenging Times.”

The lecture is the first of four to be
held this year as part of the series
that has attracted many top speakers
over the past few years.

Mr. Bagger, now the chief of staff
for Governor Chris Christie, spent a
decade in the state Assembly, where
he served as Majority Conference
leader and head of the Appropriations
Committee. He also spent two years
as a state senator. His corporate back-
ground includes 16 years in varied
posts with Pfizer, where he was senior
vice-president before assuming his
current role with the governor.

In keeping with a Westfield theme,
Dr. Mark Taylor, a former Westfield
resident who is a professor of reli-
gion at Columbia University, will be
next on the Hale schedule this year

with a talk on June 1. He is the
author of “Crisis on Campus,” a book
that promotes a plan to reform col-
leges and universities, and his talk
will center on that topic.

Dr. Roy Vagelos, who lived in
Westfield as a youngster, is slated to
speak on October 5 about “The
Changing Pharmaceutical Industry,”
and Bob Wischusen, the play-by-play
announcer for the New York Jets and
a broadcaster for ESPN, will speak in
November on a date to be announced.
Mr. Wischusen’s lecture will be en-
titled “Living the Dream.”

The Hale series is named after
Anne Hale, a Westfield resident and
library patron who passed away in
2007. Funding for the talks comes
through grants from the Thomas
Glasser Foundation and the Lee and
Anne Hale Fund. The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library host this
series, which is free and open to the
public. Those planning to attend are
asked to register on the Online Cal-
endar posted on the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, or by calling (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 7951.

‘From Homeless to Harvard’
Author at State Theatre

spirit has infinite ability to grow and
can never be limited by circum-
stances. Breaking Night is a beauti-
fully written, heartfelt memoir that
will change the way you look at your
community, the obstacles in your own
life, and the American Dream. An
inspiration; a must read,” said actor/

director Robert Redford.
Single tickets, starting

at $25, are available by
calling the State Theatre
Ticket Office at (732)
246-7469 or online at
www.statetheatrenj.org.
The State Theatre is lo-
cated at 15 Livingston
Avenue in New
Brunswick.

Smart Talk Connected
Conversations™ is a
s u b s c r i p t i o n - b a s e d
speaker series providing
audiences with inspira-

tional, connected conversations—
from renowned entertainers, authors
and other accomplished individu-
als. The charismatic, courageous,
well-known female speakers share
their widely varied, yet always au-
thentic personal stories and views
on timely topics in a way that is
intimate, empowering and, above all,
connected to the lives of women
everywhere. Each Smart Talk event
closes with a Question and Answer
period during which time the speaker
answers audience questions.
smarttalkwomen.com/.

Liz Murray

SPRING SERENADE…Spring was in the air at the Westfield Symphony benefit
gala and celebration, “Spring Serenade,” held Saturday, March 26, at Plainfield
Country Club. Guests enjoyed a spectacular evening of entertainment, dancing,
fine dining and sophisticated auctions raising significant funds the fully profes-
sional orchestra. Pictured from left to right John and Alicia Barker, Suneeta and
Tom Varkey, Jennifer and Matt Walker, WSO Trustee Jitendra Sharma and
WSO Friends’ president Veena Sharma. Westfield Symphony presents its Season
Finale concert on Saturday, May 14, at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. For more Gala photos and information about the upcoming concert go
to westfieldsymphony.org or visit WSO on Facebook.

Jazz Trio to Appear
In Concert at Church
AREA – The United Presbyte-

rian Church of Plainfield will host
the Tulivu-Donna Cumberbatch
Jazz Trio in concert on Saturday,
April 23, starting at 6:30 p.m. It
will be held in the church sanctuary
at 525 East Front Street in Plainfield.
Access and ample parking are avail-
able in the rear parking lot.

A native of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
Donna Cumberbatch has performed
extensively in New York, Europe,
Canada, West Africa and the Carib-
bean. Her musical performances
have been likened to those of Ella
Fitzgerald and Sarah Vaughan. Per-
formances at the Brooklyn Philhar-
monic, Harlem Renaissance The-
atre and several “Big Band” events
round out her résumé.

Tickets for the concert are $20
for adults, $10 for students and free
for children under age 12. Proceeds
will benefit the Haitian Earthquake
Relief and Church Access Fund.

College Club Fashion Show
To Take Place on Sunday

FANWOOD – The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold
its annual Luncheon and Fashion
Show this Sunday, April 10, begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m. at the Plainfield
Country Club.

This year’s event will feature the
theme “Springtime in Paris.” As one
of the club’s biggest fundraisers, the
proceeds help provide college schol-
arships for young women in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains. Last year, $30,000
was awarded in scholarships.

Among those modeling fashions
courtesy of Lord & Taylor will be
three past scholarship recipients:
Mary Shashaty, who is in the gradu-
ate program at Fairleigh Dickinson
University studying clinical mental
health counseling; Lauren Perrotta,
who works in New York City at Credit
Suisse in Sales and Trading, and
Christine Perrotta, who is in her first
year at the New School for Drama
pursuing a Master of Fine Arts de-
gree in Acting.

A silent auction will be held with

items for bid that include one week in
Wales, Great Britain; a stay at the
Manhattan Club in New York City;
Sunday tea for six; lodging at a re-
stored farmhouse in Vermont, and a
five-course Italian meal with drinks
at the chef’s home. Select-a-Gift bas-
ket raffles will feature items such as
luxury fragrance, bath and beauty
products, home décor, gift certifi-
cates to area restaurants and fine wine,
plus many other goods and services.

An addition to the show this year
will be the opportunity to experience
the real springtime in Paris via
Uniworld’s River Royale Cruise trip.
Jean Ann Honig, president of
Seabound Cruises, will be on hand to
answer questions about a special dis-
counted cruise trip through Burgundy
and Provence being offered to Col-
lege Club members and their friends.

Tickets are $40 and can be pur-
chased by calling Marie Leppert at
(908) 233-3829 or contacting Renate
Gravers at DiFrancesco Realty (next
to the Fanwood Post Office.)

Kiss Away Cancer
Garage Sale

Saturday, April, 16, 2011
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rain date Sunday, April, 17.
At corner of Woodmere Drive and

Fair Hill Road, Westfield.
All proceeds will be donated.

Forage for Wild Greens with
“Wildman” Steve Brill

Trailside Nature and Science Center, April 16
MOUNTAINSIDE– Trailside

Nature and Science Center is offer-
ing families a unique opportunity to
learn foraging techniques from
“Wildman” Steve Brill, America’s
go-to guy for foraging wild edible
plants.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal
are pleased to announce two upcom-
ing dates at Trailside for this novel
and exciting class on foraging: Sat-
urday, April 16, or Saturday, May
28. Each class will run from 1 p.m.
– 3 p.m. and is recommended for
adults and families with children,
ages 6 and older.

The fee per person is $10 for adults,
ages 18 and older, and $5 per child,
ages 6-17. Pre-registration is pre-
ferred but walk-ins will be accom-
modated as space permits.

Participants in this class will be
introduced to world famous natural-
ist and author, “Wildman” Steve
Brill, who has led thousands of for-
aging tours and is best known for his
many tours in Central Park in New
York City. This class is a unique
opportunity to join the “Wildman”
for a two-hour foraging tour of the
Watchung Reservation.

Attendees will learn to identify,
harvest ecologically and use many
of the common, tasty, healthful, over-
looked renewable mid-spring shoots,
greens and herbs, otherwise consid-
ered “weeds.” The class will culmi-

nate with a tasting menu of such
unwanted plants as lamb’s quarters,
curly dock, common milkweed,
pokeweed, sassafras, burdock and
many more.

To register for a foraging class or
for information on any other pro-
grams or upcoming events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
us on the web at ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

“Wildman” Steve Brill, America’s go-
to guy for foraging wild edible plants.

Lance Announces 2011
Congress. Art Competition

FLEMINGTON — U.S. Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced the 2011 Congressional Art
Competition. The competition is open
to all high school students who reside
in New Jersey’s Seventh Congres-
sional District.

Each spring, two members of the
U.S. House of Representatives spon-
sor the national high school arts com-
petition. Mr. Lance and fellow U.S.
Rep. Donna Edwards (D-Md.) have
volunteered and are serving as bipar-
tisan co-chairmen for this year’s Con-
gressional Art Competition.

“It is my privilege to be a co-chair
of the 2011 Congressional District
Art Competition,” Mr. Lance said.
“It’s my hope that artistically tal-
ented Seventh District high school
students and other young artists from
across the nation will consider par-
ticipating in this year’s unique art
contest.”

The Congressional Art Competi-
tion began in 1982 to provide an
opportunity for members of Congress
to encourage and recognize the artis-
tic talents of their young constitu-
ents. The competition is an opportu-
nity to recognize and encourage the
artistic talent in the nation, as well as
in each congressional district.

The art contest is free and open to
all high school students’ grades 9

through 12 and who reside in the
Seventh Congressional District of
New Jersey. All artwork must be origi-
nal in concept, design, and execu-
tion. For more information and guide-
lines, visit www.house.gov/house/
ArtGuidelines.shtml.

All artwork must be submitted by
Thursday, April 21, to one of Mr.
Lance’s two district offices: 425 North
Avenue East, Westfield, N.J. 07090
or 23 Royal Road, Flemington, N.J.
08822.

Winners will be announced on Sat-
urday, April 30 at a special ceremony
held at Merck located at 2015 Gal-
loping Hill Road in Kenilworth. The
overall winning artwork will be dis-
played in the U.S. Capitol for one
year with other winners from across
the country.

Students interested in participat-
ing in the 2011 congressional arts
competition should contact Brad
Myhre in Mr. Lance’s Flemington
office for further details at (908) 788-
6900 or
brad.myhre@mail.house.gov.

Past year’s winners include Marta
Buda of Watchung (2009) and An-
drew Manno of Bound Brook (2010).

Westfield Community Band
To Perform April 10

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under
the direction of Thomas Connors,
will perform their first performance
in their 99th concert season on Sun-
day, April 10, at 3 p.m. at the Edison
Intermediate School, 800 Rahway
Avenue. The concert is free to the
public.

The afternoon’s selections include
music from the 19th and 20th centu-
ries. Familiar songs include selec-
tions such as “A Bernstein Tribute,”
arranged by Clare Grundman, which
includes a sampling of selections
from West Side Story, On the Town
and Candide This work was origi-
nally commission for and premiered
by the United States Marine Band
on April 18, 1991 for a concert mark-
ing the 100th Continental Congress
of the National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution.

Another feature for the evening
includes “American Salute” by
Morton Gould. One of the most ver-
satile American musicians of the

twentieth century, Gould wrote this
selection being reflective of Ameri-
can Culture. This composition is set
to variations on the popular Civil War
tune, “When Johnny Comes March-
ing Home”.

Additional works for the afternoon
include, “An Irish Rhapsody” by
Clare Grundman, Show Boat selec-
tions, arranged by Guy Jones and
“English Folk Song Suite” by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, amongst many
others.

After this performance, The
Westfield Community Band will re-
sume rehearsals for their 99th sum-
mer concert season. Area musicians
are encouraged to contact the band
about open positions. The Westfield
Community Concert Band is spon-
sored by the Westfield Recreation
Department, Bruce Kaufmann, Di-
rector.

For further information, contact
(908) 789-4080 or visit the band’s
website  at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

Doyle and Holmes Stamps
Topic of April 29 Meeting

BOUND BROOK – The next meet-
ing of The Red-Headed League of
Jersey, a society of Sherlock Holmes
aficionados, will be held Friday, April
29, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Madeline’s at 518 Vosseller Avenue
Potential new members and guests
are welcome.

The evening’s program is titled,
“Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock
Holmes: A Philatelic Celebration.”
2009 was the 150th anniversary of
Doyle’s birth. A number of countries
issued postage stamps to honor Sir
Arthur and his literary creation,
Sherlock Holmes. Bob Moss of
Metuchen, a member of the Baker
Street Irregulars as well as the Red-
Headed League of Jersey, will review
the lives of both Doyle and Holmes as
depicted on postage stamps. His pre-
sentation will be illustrated with
PowerPoint slides and several rare

books.
The cost is $30 per person and

includes dinner, tax and gratuity. Pay-
ment is due in advance by April 22.
Checks should be made payable to
Linda Morris and mailed to 723
Drake Avenue, Middlesex, NJ 08846.
For more information or directions,
contact Steve or Linda Morris at (732)
356-9560 or at
RHLeagueNJ@aol.com.

The Red-Headed League of Jer-
sey, which meets twice a year, is one
of many scion societies of the Baker
Street Irregulars (BSI), the leading
American Sherlockian society. Mem-
bers share a common interest in the
consulting detective created in the
1880s by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

The Red-Headed League of Jersey
is on Facebook at
www.facebook.com and on Twitter
at www.twitter.com/RHLeagueNJ.

Rapper, Author and Actor
ICE-T to Speak at Kean

UNION – The Student Organiza-
tion of Kean University will host Ice-
T, well-known rapper, author and
star of NBC’s “Law and Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit” (as Detective
Odafin Tutuola), for a lecture and
discussion on “Empowerment and
Education” on Wednesday, April 20,
at 8 p.m. in the Wilkins Theatre,
located at 1000 Morris Avenue.

Admission is free and open to the
public. Tickets are required and must
be picked up at the Wilkins Theatre
Box Office. For more information,
please call (908) 737.5190.

Ice-T not only invented gangster
rap, he has lived it. Ice-T is the origi-
nal embodiment of L.A. hip-hop and

a cultural icon. Through his music,
his book, “The Ice Opinion” (1994),
and his lecture tours at prisons, high
schools, libraries and colleges, Ice-T
has become an influential spokes-
man for America’s youth.

Born in Newark, Ice-T learned the
art of survival pretty fast. An only
child whose parents died when he
was very young, he became involved
in Los Angeles gangs before spend-
ing four years in the Army. His first
break came when the producers of
the film “Breakin’” asked him to rap
in the movie. Ice-T went on to be-
come rap music’s “original gangster,”
writing songs like “Six in the
Mornin’” and “New Jack Hustler.”

Ice-T formed Rhyme Syndicate
Records in 1989 and released a string
of groundbreaking West Coast rap
records. As his politics were grab-
bing headlines, Ice-T’s film and tele-
vision career was taking off. He se-
cured roles in New Jack City, Rico-
chet, Trespass and Johnny Mnemonic.
Ice-T is also the voice of “Madd
Dogg” on the popular video game
Grand Theft Auto: a San Andreas
video game, as well as a character in
the Scarface video game.

Student Organization provides di-
verse campus-wide programming that
enhances the intellectual, cultural and
personal growth of the students and
the community. Student Organiza-
tion also supports a wide array of
service, cultural, professional, gov-
ernmental, and performance groups
to enrich the learning environment
and to develop motivated, conver-
sant, intelligent students, prepared
for the professional world.

This pearl, silver and semi-precious
stone necklace by Arlene Freed of
Langhorne, Pa. will be avialable at the
at the Arts and Craft Show at the
Armory in Westfield on April 9-10.


