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RICCI, BRUCKMAN, GRIMM SELECTED TRI-CAPTAINS

Lady Raiders Eager to Begin
Inaugural Season in Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jumping up from a Junior Varsity
program, this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls lacrosse
team is eager to begin its inaugural
season.

“The coaching staff and players
are excited for the upcoming season.
We have many challenges ahead of
us, since this is our first year as a
varsity program,” Raider Head Coach
Rob Rafferty said.

The Lady Raiders program has
been in existence two years prior at
the JV level, and as a result Coach
Rafferty, who has been their coach
both years, has a good handle on
what to expect from them.

“All of my girls are coming back,
of course from the JV level. I have a
lot of girls coming back with some
experience, and I have a good mix of
younger kids coming in too,” he said.

With a growing program, the Raid-
ers will also have a JV team this
season, and the varsity’s schedule
has been set up so there is a good mix
of young programs with the seasoned
programs.

“We are in the NJIGLL [New Jer-
sey Interscholastic Girls Lacrosse
League]. We are in the bottom divi-
sion. We play the likes of Union
Catholic, Livingston, Lacordaire
Academy, St. Dominic’s, New Provi-
dence and Cranford. So we are not in
the top echelon,” Coach Rafferty
pointed out.

But the young Raider girls will
experience some baptism by fire.

“We still have to play Summit, Oak
Knoll, Kent Place and Westfield. My
belief is you only get better by play-

ing better teams. Three of those four
teams are state ranked every year. My
coaching staff, myself and the girls
are trying to build the varsity pro-
gram to know what the good teams
look like and how the teams act and
carry themselves,” Coach Rafferty
said.

Coach Rafferty is relying on senior
goalie Alissa Ricci, senior midfielder
Meghan Bruckman and junior De-
fender Allie Grimm, as team cap-
tains, and senior Megan Duffy to
help bring the younger girls along.

Ricci, according to Coach Rafferty,
“has come a long way. She has only
been involved in organized lacrosse
for about two years. She got some
interest from a couple of D3 [Divi-

sion 3] programs. Bruckman! We are
looking for leadership from her.”

Grimm will be a stalwart on the
defensive side.

“If you can stop them on defense
then your offense will take care of
itself,” Coach Rafferty said.

The Raiders do have several im-
pact players on the attack and at
midfield with sophomores Jessie
Klein and Annie Cannone, and junior
Sam Diaz. Sophomore Alex Sullivan

and freshman Andrea McNeely will
also be on the attack. Juniors Lizzie
Schiller and Emma Cavaliere, sopho-
more Elsa Leistikow and freshman
Julie Hagan will also be at midfield.

“Overall, we are pretty quick in the
midfield and attacking. We have some
girls, who can put the ball in the back
of the net. I do start one freshman up
in attack, Andrea McNeely. That is
one benefit for having a club program
for the past couple of years. She has
been playing for a good four years
before she got to me. She has excel-
lent stick skills. She has a great shot.
She understands the game well,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Looking ahead to his team’s goal
this season, Coach Rafferty said, “We

are talking about winning the games
that we can win on our schedule,
competing in every other game and
maybe upsetting a few people. I told
my girls, ‘as long as you work hard,
give 100 percent effort, we can’t ask
for more.’ It’s not going to be where
every game we are going to lose. Win
the games that we should, and hope-
fully win some games that we
shouldn’t win.”
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
WESTFIELD EAST

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM

220 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings 
and quality craftsmanship throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet 
Eat-in Kitchen with Cherry cabinets & granite counters, family room with fireplace, 
hardwood floors, central vacuum, first floor laundry, professionally landscaped, 
fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation Room with gym! 
                                                                                                    Offered for $929,000

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct  

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Situated on one of Westfield’s loveliest streets, this Colonial charms you with an inviting 
foyer, hardwood floors and classic moldings. The spacious living room with fireplace 
flows to the formal dining room. A step or two away is the sun-drenched family room 
boasting three walls of windows that looks out over the backyard. Also off the dining 
room, the eat-in kitchen offers ample cabinets and access to the powder room & garage. 
The master bedroom has good closet space and an updated full bath.  Three more sizable 
bedrooms and another full bath complement the second floor. A rec room, updated central 
air & forced air heat and superb location complete this ideal setting. Presented for 
$699,000.  
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EXPECT ‘O’ PUNCH FROM ZYLA, PETERSON, BROKAW

Raiders Think Success Comes
As Softball Season Progresses

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding the proper mix may take
some time for a young squad, but this
year the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team believes that it
will be a good season.

One of the reasons for that positive
feeling is, that last year, the Raiders
endured an entire season with a tough
schedule fielding a squad of predomi-
nantly freshmen and sophomores, and
now they have that experience under
their belt.

“[We have a] Nice mix this year of
returning players and some new com-
ers. The positions aren’t really set
yet. We are fairly versatile. We have
a bunch of kids, who can do a bunch
of different things. Our biggest thing
is to survive until we find what the
right mix is,” Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik said.

While the Raiders are searching
for the right mix, they must do it with
a tough schedule that begins with
Governor Livingston (to be resched-
uled from April 1), North Hunterdon,
Elizabeth, Union and Linden.

“Our schedule doesn’t get any
easier. We are in top division of the
Union County Conference, so we play
Cranford and Governor Livingston.
We pick up Union, Westfield and
New Providence. All those teams are
going to be pretty strong,” Coach
Hulnik said.

The Raiders expect offensive and
defensive help from senior catcher
Courtney Zyla, who had a .319 bat-
ting average last year and was effec-
tive behind the plate. She also has
experience at third base.

“Courtney batted over .300 last

year. She has a really good eye at the
plate. She is excellent on defense.
Hopefully, she will pick up where she
left off last year,” Coach Hulnik said.

Senior Aysia Peterson provided
power last year and led the team with
20 RBI. Peterson and sophomore
Lindsey Wilkinson are candidates for
playing first base.

“She had power to send it over the
fence. She did a couple of times last
year,” Coach Hulnik pointed out. “We
are expecting a lot of big things from
her this year.”

Senior shortstop Olivia Brokaw
will add leadership in the infield, as
well as offensive punch at the plate.
Sophomore Amanda Schroeder, who
received playing time last year, has
the versatility of playing in the out-
field or catching while Zyla plays
third base. Sophomore Kelly Lapham,
who played first base last year, has
shifted to second base. Freshman
Arielle Zauro has shown some talent
behind the plate and in the outfield.

“I think Liv Brokaw and Amanda
Schroeder are playing really well this
year. Kelly Lapham was our DP [des-
ignated player] last year, so obvi-
ously she is able to do some things.
Newcomer Arielle Zauro has a really
nice swing,” Coach Hulnik said.

Sophomores Kelsey Meisch and
Kelly Yutz may experience playing
time at second base and third base,
respectively. Senior Sharon Yutz, jun-
ior Liz Gallo, Jackie Friedman and
Sara Killeen are candidates for the
outfield.

The Raiders are looking at some
new blood on the mound with sopho-
mores Amanda Raphael and Dana
DeCarlo.

“We are young with our pitching.
We have two sophomores, who will be
going for us, and we have two fresh-
men, who may see action from time to
time,” Coach Hulnik said. “The talent
is there. Hopefully once we settle in
after the first couple of weeks, I think
it will be a good season.”

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Executive Session Meetings

DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, April 14 and
Tuesday, May 3, 2011

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey   07076

TIME: 6:30 p.m. (April 14)
8:00 p.m. (May 3)

PURPOSE OF MEETINGS: Superintendent’s Evaluation (April 14)
Superintendent’s Evaluation – Summary Con-
ference (May 3)

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 4/7/11, The Times Fee: $35.70

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER VETERAN LEADERSHIP…The Raiders are looking for leadership from their upperclassmen in their inaugural
varsity season. Pictured, left to right, are: junior Tri-Captain Allie Grimm and seniors Alissa Ricci (Captain), Megan Duffy
and Meghan Bruckman (Captain).

Mt. St. Dominic Stops
Raider Laxers, 11-6

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls lacrosse team suffered
an 11-6 setback to Mount St. Dominic
in Scotch Plains on April 2. Emma
Cavaliere and Samantha Diaz each
scored two goals for the Raiders.

Highlander Girls Nip
Raider Laxers, 9-6

The Governor Livingston High
School girls lacrosse team nipped
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 9-6, in
Berkeley Heights on April 1. Haley
Regan scored three goals for the
Raiders. Nicole Bendush three
goals, while Laura Alvarez and Erin
Burke each netted two goals for the
Highlanders.See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER SENIOR SOFTBALL LEADERS…Five seniors will lead the Raider softball team into action this spring. Pictured,
left to right, are: Kelly Yutz, Courtney Zyla, Aysia Peterson, Olivia Brokaw and Sharon Yutz.


