
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 7, 2011 Page 13

Blue Devil Lady Laxers Have  VeryYoung Squad
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

MAZARSKY IN GOAL, OFFITZER TO LEAD MIDFIELD

Raider Boys Believe Defense
May Be Strong in Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Year one at the varsity level was to
begin against New Providence on
April 1 for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys lacrosse team that
began at the Junior Varsity level two
years ago.

Due to the infancy of the program
there are only four seniors on the
squad with two senior starters, so
Head Coach Ken Ellsworth will be
fielding a very young team with As-
sistant Coach Mike Roble.

“I coached them the first year of
the program at the high school when
it was JV. Last year, we had JV and
freshmen, so I was with the JV pro-
gram, and coach Mike Roble was
with the freshmen.

Now, the Raiders also have a JV
team coached by Nick Miceli.

Senior Jason Mazarsky will be the
last line of defense as goalkeeper,
and senior Jonah Offitzer will offer
his leadership at midfield.

“Our seniors, who start for us, Jonah
and Jason, are outstanding leaders.

Jonah is the captain, and Jason being
in goal has to be a leader. He is the
quarterback of our team back there,”
Coach Ellsworth pointed out.

A strong defense can keep a team
in a game.

“We have a lot of strong long poles.
We have a lot of strong defenders.
They are quick. They are very smart,
so we are hoping that they can be the
strong point of our team this year,”
said Coach Ellsworth.

Sophomore Tyler Haack and jun-
iors Dan Lynch and Joe Kostecki are
expected to be the starting defenders.

“Defensively, we are hoping that
Tyler Haack will be able to shut down
a lot of the attackmen that we are
going to be facing throughout the
year. Our defensive leader will be
Dan Lynch. He is very vocal, very
loud. You can’t really miss him out on
the field,” Coach Ellsworth said.

Should the defense be successful
enough to keep the scores close, the
offense would have a chance to put
the Raiders in the win column. Jun-
iors Dan Nizolak and Simon

Johnston, and sophomore Jack
Cunningham are expected to be the
starting attackers.

“Dan should have a very strong
year, score a great deal of goals and
get a lot of points for us,” coach
Ellsworth said.

The Raiders’ schedule this season
has a mixture of newly formed teams,
along with some Union County pow-
erhouses.

“Our AD [Director of Athletics]
Ryan Miller set up our schedule so
that we play teams in our county
but also are in our New Jersey la-
crosse league based on experience
level,” Coach Ellsworth explained.
“We do have some tough teams like
Summit and Westfield, but there
are also about a half a dozen teams
on our schedule that are first, sec-
ond third-year programs just like
we are, so we are hoping to succeed
with those teams and keep the games
against Summit and Westfield as
competitive as we can and continue
to grow, and someday in the future
be at that level”

starts with our defensive midfield.
They put pressure to slow the ball
down in transition.”

The starting midfielders are very
young but very talented. Junior Emily
Gretsky (All-UC Honorable Mention)
“is an aggressive player who has made
a lot of progress since starting her
high school career. Emily can play
any position on the field and is com-
mitted to playing her best every time
she steps onto the field,” said Coach
Behrens, who added, “We don’t have
one particular center, but we do rotate
Emily. She is very tenacious, and she
comes up with those ground balls. I
love her aggressiveness.”

Sophomore midfielder Elizabeth
Cusick (Second Team All-UC, Hon-
orable Mention All-Conference)
proved to be a real terror last year
when she tied a WHS record with 10
points against Governor Livingston.

According to Coach Behrens, “she
dominates draw controls and plays
big on both ends of the field. She is a
great one-on-oner from up top.”

Also at midfield, two freshmen have
broken into the starting lineup. Anna
Tanji, “never seems to get tired dur-
ing a game,” and Rebecca Kraus “is a
tough midfield defender who doesn’t
back down from a challenge,” Coach
Behrens noted.

Freshman Alexis Kardias, presently
out due to a concussion, also shows
promise at midfield. “She is an explo-
sive midfielder who has a quick first
step,” Coach Behrens said.

Another starter at midfield, junior
Madison Yarusi, according to Coach
Behrens, “is a good defensive
midfielder who helps slow the ball
down in transition,” and her twin sis-
ter Jordan “is strong on draw controls
and helps support the ball all over the
field.”

Adding more depth, junior Caroline
Bertoni (Second Team All-UC, Hon-
orable Mention All-Conference), “is
an aggressive midfielder who is good
at supporting the ball in transition
and picking up ground balls,” and
sophomore Mariah Baker “is a versa-
tile player and can play any position,”
Coach Behrens pointed out.

Junior goalie Sarah Chandler, “is
consistent in the cage and sees the
ball well,” and sophomore goalie
Casey Gillespie, “is really coming
into her own in the cage. She has great
reaction speed and has a lot of poten-
tial,” Coach Behrens said.

A strong defense can keep a team
in a game, but a strong attack force
can win it and sophomore Courtney
Weisse (Second Team All-UC, Hon-
orable Mention All-Conference) led

the team in scoring last year.
“She is very strong around the

crease. She has a great shot, and she
can read the defense really well,”
Coach Behrens said.

Rose will also be on the starting
attack force. “Ally does a nice job
attacking the goal. She has a positive
attitude and that carries over to her
teammates,” said Coach Behrens, who
added, Frega “is a good low attacker
who has a nice shot, and Sharkey
“does a nice job passing and moving
the ball on attack and going to goal.”

Freshman Mary Randazzo will also
be up front at the beginning of games.

“Mary is a strong left-hand attacker,
who reads the other team’s defense
well,” commented Coach Behrens.

The Blue Devils face Union County
powers Oak Knoll, Kent Place and
Summit, along with a multitude of
tough opponents, which includes
Moorestown.

“We are very fortunate this year to
play tough opponents. That is only
going to make our program stronger
in the long run. We are looking to
compete with the best teams in the
state, and we know it’s a work in
progress. We have to come to practice
each day, hopefully, improve each
day and make the corrections,” said
Coach Behrens, who added, “Oak
Knoll is very tough and we play Sum-
mit. They are two strong teams in our
county, and they will probably be our
top contenders for the county. We
have a lot of work ahead of us.”

Baseball Blue Devils Demolish
Old Bridge, 18-4, in Bridgewater
Seniors AJ Murray and Danny Kerr,

and junior Matt Varakian each had
three hits as the Westfield High School
baseball team buried Old Bridge, 18-
4, at the TD Bank Ballpark in
Bridgewater on April 3. Starting
pitcher Justin White tossed five in-
nings and picked up the victory.

Murray, who had four RBI, and
Kerr, who had three RBI, each doubled
twice and singled, while scoring four
times. Senior Steve Forgash tapped
an RBI single in the third inning and
whacked a two-run home run in the
sixth inning. Varakian had a pair of

singles, a double and four RBI.
Old Bridge took a 2-0 lead, but the

Blue Devils plated four unearned runs
in the bottom of the second inning.
The Blue Devils added five runs in
the fourth inning then sent the “Old
Bridge” crashing into the drink with
nine runs in the sixth inning.

Oak Knoll Girls Top
Blue Devils, 19-8

The defending Group 1 state cham-
pion Oak Knoll Royals girls lacrosse
team defeated the Westfield High
School Blue Devils, 19-8, in Chatham
on April 2. Elizabeth Cusick scored
four goals for the Blue Devils. Col-
leen Sullivan scored five goals and
Claire Cagnassola netted four for the
Royals.

Devil Laxmen Edge
West Morris, 6-5

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team recorded its second
straight, 6-5, win with a victory
over West Morris in Westfield on
April 4. Jack Allen and Jackson
O’Leary each netted a pair of goals
and an assist for the Blue Devils
and goalkeeper Jeff Laforge had
12 saves.

Blue Devil Nine Rip
Hillsborough, 15-2

The 2-0 Westfield High School
baseball team unloaded the extra-
base hits in a 15-2 rout of
Hillsborough in five innings in
Hillsborough on April 4. Danny
Kerr hit for the cycle, which in-
cluded a two-run homer in the first
inning and a three-run triple and an
RBI double in the third inning, and
an RBI single in the fifth.

Tim Younger went 4-for-4 with
two doubles and two RBI while
scoring three times. AJ Murray
scored three runs. Matt Rivera went
the distance on the mound, allow-
ing just three hits.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Viking Laxers, 17-4
The Westfield High School girls

lacrosse team opened it season with
a 17-4 trouncing of Union Catholic
in Westfield on April 1. Senior cap-
tain Ally Rose fired in three goals
and added six assists for the 1-0
Blue Devils. Elizabeth Cusick
notched four goals and Emily
Gretsky scored three goals, while
Courtney Weisse and Jenna Sharkey
each scored twice and added three
assists.

FANWOOD $409,000 FANWOOD $630,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $499,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $309,900

CLARK $525,000 CRANFORD $525,000 CRANFORD $874,900 FANWOOD $369,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $675,000 WESTFIELD $650,000 WESTFIELD $759,000 WESTFIELD $1,075,000

Elegant home w/3 flrs of gracious living, beautiful Foyer w/pdwr rm, LR w/marble
surround fpl, EIK, Spac MBRw/lux bath, Fam Rm w/F-dr to private patio. Conv. location.

Victorian on an over sized lot w/expansion possibilities close to the center of town, shops,
restaurants, trains. 1st flr has wd brng fplc & lrg, operational pocket doors. Hwd flrs.

NEW PRICE! Prestigious English Tudor completey renovated & upgraded on
oversized prop. Highly sought after locn.  Truly a wonderful place to call home.

4BR 2full BA Cape conveniently located close to schls, shops, dining, major hwys.  Open 1st
flr plan great for entertaining, built-in pool, patio. Partially fin. bsmt offers added space.

NEW PRICE! Warm & Inviting 3BR 2BA Col. LR w/fplc, FDR, 1st flr FR & a lrg Kit &
brkfst rm. Many updates incl new roof, siding, thermal windows, front steps, landscaping.

Col in excellent condition, FR w/skylights, Fplc & wndw seat, EIK w/sgd to deck, LR w/bow
wnd, fin bsmt, updts: furn, CAC, deck & pool, oversized fenced prop w/elec dog fence.

Spacious Ranch, Living room w/stone fireplace, Formal Dining room, eat-in
Kitchen, Master w/Full bath, basement w/Rec room & full bath & lots more!

Charming Cape in move-in condn. Hwd flrs on 1st flr. New Refrigerator, dishwasher &
vinyl flrs, HWH, heating, added Insulation. Close to buses. Many recent improvements.

Gracious & sunny Center Hall Col, updt Ei-Kit w/granite ctrs, MBR w/updt BA, office,
FR w/fplc, Fam rm w/corner cab, nice sized BRs, updt hall bath, Rec rm, Trex deck.

Charming Colonial w/many significant updates & amenities! Set on a lrg, prof. lndscpd
prop. complete w/privacy fence, fab fin bsmt, freshly painted intr & other decorative touches.

Spacious Col w/fab updt EIK w/Silesone ctrs, glass tile backsplash & beadboard cabs,
Lrg LR w/fpl, FDR, comfy FRw/boxed window, MBr w/updt bth. Quiet location.

Tremendous curb appeal & updtd 5BR Col. in great locn! Fabulous newly created 3rd flr
Master w/luxurious bath & closet. Updt kitchen. Close to all DIR: E Broad to N Chestnut.

Agent: Kathy Gouldey MLS: 2839650 Agent: Mary Ellen O'Boyle MLS: 2839492 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2837838 Agent: Sharon Lies MLS: 2844990

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2840366 Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2843708 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2843023 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2840367

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2844286 Agent: Nick Hofmann MLS: 2844220 Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2840904 Agent: Anne Sank-Davis MLS: 2827823

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 4/10 1-4PM
224 N Chestnut St

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING THEIR INAUGURAL VARSITY SEASON…The Raider boys lacrosse team has begun its first season at the
varsity level. Pictured, left to right, are: seniors Jonah Offitzer, Jason Mazarsky, Lane Darwin and Miles Pitre. Missing from
the photo is senior Sean Coloney.


