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Blue Devil Laxmen Win Ugly,
Nip Johnson Crusaders, 6-5
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Scotch Plains…NEW HOME-NEW CAR. Local builder has completed
this 2700 ft colonial located at end of a cul-de-sac. 4 Bedrooms, 2 ½
Baths, 9 ft ceil, 2 story foyer, hardwood floors throughout, 25 ft  living
room/dining room, custom granite kitchen, stainless steel appliances &
dining area w/sliders to rear deck, adjacent 20ft family room w/ gas
fireplace, full basement,2nd floor laundry, quaint front porch, 2 car
attached garage. Close to NYC trans. Move right in!! AT CLOSING-TWO
SETS OF KEYS-ONE FOR YOUR NEW HOME & ONE FOR YOUR NEW
CAR!      $699,500.

Westfield...Newly Listed. Fabulous Home w/great  flow & beautiful
décor. 4 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, new luxury Dudick Kitchen w/WOLF
appliances,(36x11) including separate dining area and adjacent Family
room w/cathedral ceil, many wndws & custom built-ins.   Formal dining
room w/open floor plan featuring sitting room w/fireplace and balconied
living room.  Many improvements include new kitchen, furnace, roof,
updated electric, windows& picture window, sprinkler Sys, landscaping
w/ patio/architectural lighting & fencing. Close to Nomahegen Park and
school bus.      $749,000.

Mountainside…New Price. Totally renovated 9 Room, 4 Bedroom, 3 ½
Bath home on Wychwood  cul-de-sac. The dazzling interior offers
distinguished colonial features: deep moldings, chair rails, multi-paned
windows, hardwood floors. Designer kitchen and baths, conservatory with
cathedral ceiling, Living room with walk-in bay w/arch topped window &
fireplace, Dining room w/ sliders to deck & private yard. Master bedroom
suite w/ walk-in closet  & deluxe bath. Additional 2 bedroom, junior
bedroom  suite and full bath. Grade level  family room, laundry& powder
room. Rec Room in basement w/abundant storage.  Deck, sunburst  patio,
3 ZN HT/CAC, 2 car garage, low taxes.      $799,000.

Westfield…Unique opportunity for extended  family, great entertaining
w/gracious floor plan. 6 BR, 4 ½ BTH expanded ranch w/style & elegance
w/ hardwood floors throughout, generous room sizes, abundant closets/
storage, 2 master bedroom suites, & finished basement w/media area w/
surround sound  and pool table. Living room w/French drs to patio, formal
dining room, gourmet  kitchen w/stainless steel appliance, granite counters,
sunny dining area with bay wndw, brick walled cozy den w/frplc, & private
bedroom wing w/ master & two bedrooms . 2nd floor/2 bath/ 2/3 bedrooms.
Unobtrusive handicap access- easily removable.  CAC, 2car garage, private
bkyard.      $939,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th • 1-4PM
810 Willow Grove Rd

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th • 1-4PM
207 Elm Court

It was a good-but-coulda-been-better
winter for the sports teams at WHS.

Senior Christian Barber ended the
school’s 35-year drought between state
wrestling champions with a victory at
152 pounds.

And both the girls swim team and the
ice hockey team had record-breaking
seasons.

In addition to winning their 13th state
title and finishing as the state’s No. 1
team, the girls notched the first unbeaten
season since 1989 and set a school record
for wins with 17.

The ice hockey team reached the state
semifinals for the first time since the ’99
team reached the Public semis (losing to
Brick) and set a school record with 19
victories.

These are my four seasons of life:
football season, then swimming-basket-
ball-wrestling season, followed by base-
ball season, then summer baseball sea-
son.

So it is now baseball season. What
should we be looking for as we leave the
snow and cold of winter for the rainy
season of April? And then the warmer
weather of May and the final champion-
ship go-round for some mighty fine se-
nior athletes. Let’s take a quick look at
each sport’s possibilities:

BASEBALL: Has WHS ever had a
better 1-2-3-4 top of the batting order
(see Den’s Top Five) than Tim Younger,
James O’Rourke, A.J. Murray and Danny
Kerr? Most of the pitching staff from ’10
graduated – 15 of the team’s 18 wins –
but if coach Bob Brewster can find some
guys to throw strikes, this should be a fun
team, especially if you’re into high-scor-
ing games. The key will be finding guys
to hit 5 and 6, so opponents must pitch to
Murray and Kerr, arguably the most dev-
astating 1-2 punch in school history.

(By the way, WHS fans were out in
force Sunday and outnumbered Old
Bridge’s 20-1 in an 18-4 Devil romp at
Patriots Park in Bridgewater. And Matt
Varakian and HR-hitting Steve Forgash
looked solid behind the front four.)

Justin White, Brett Ryan, Justin
Erickson and Zach Archambault have
varsity pitching experience, and there’s a
bunch of talented kids coming up from
the jayvee and Post 3 Legion teams.

Some interesting games on tap: this af-
ternoon at Cranford, Saturday night
against Bridgewater-Raritan at Prince
Rodgers Field, and Sunday afternoon at
Monroe.

SOFTBALL: After a 20-win season in
’09, a senior-dominated team disap-
pointed last spring, going 8-14. Returnee
Nikki Schmeider did all the pitching and
also hit .377. With catcher Emma
Crossland, Liz Kiefer, Rory Fitzpatrick
and Olivia Pecora back, there are some
solid veterans. And third-year coach
Caitlyn MacDonald is excited about
sophomore outfielder Sarah Seitz, and a
quartet of freshmen: Shannon Schaefer
p-of, Julia Criscuolo cf, Elena Scarano
p-2b and Cali Chambliss ss.

TENNIS: Talk about a tough act to
follow: the Class of 2010 seniors had a
four-year team record of 121-6, with
four county, four sectional, four state
Group 4 titles, and two Tournament of
Champions crowns! Lost to graduation
were all three singles players – Scott
Bernstein, Justin Snyder and Adam Reich
– along with Graeme Stahl, one of the
best doubles players in school history.
While the team doesn’t figure to be as
dominant as it’s been, there are enough
veterans returning – seniors Tom
Kowalski, Alan Chu and Josh Simmons,
junior Max Mancini and soph Scott Th-
ompson – that a return trip to Mercer
County Park won’t surprise. Soph Adam
Greene is another possibility.

GOLF: John (Chelsea Boy) Turnbull
has a 225-16 record in 12 seasons in
charge of the team, including seven
county (including the last three), four
sectional and three state titles. Senior
captain Brandon Molson, juniors Ned
Allen and Brennan Haley, and soph Brad
Lankler are key guys.

BOYS LACROSSE: WHS had its first
winning record since 2007 last spring,
but coach Marc Silbergeld must replace
50-goal scorer John Bohlinger, versatile
Connor Hewitt and defenseman Andrew
Arnold. There are solid returnees, though:
attacks Sam Rosenburgh and James
LiSooey, middies Ryan Bohrod and Jack
Allen, defensemen John Lanzano, Tom
Snyder, Connor Melofchik and Chris-
tian Burgdorf and outstanding goalie Jeff
Laforge.

GIRLS LACROSSE: New coach
Jackie Behrens gets a nice returning
nucleus and the team will score some
goals, with Courtney Weisse (54 last
spring), Liz Cusick (51), Ally Rose (21),
Jenna Sharkey and Jordan Yarusi (14
each) all back.

BOYS TRACK: Jon Henry had a great
junior spring, winning conference (400,
800), county (400) and sectional (800)
titles. Sam Tooley and Garrett Pryor will
help, and watch out for Kyle Star in the
sprints. Andrew Kirna, Jack Leahy and
Zach Lizmi are a tough 1-2-3 in distance
races. And Jack Martin is still coaching,
so expect something good to happen.

GIRLS TRACK: Sprinter Ashley
Edwards is back, and a co-captain along
with Alex Hawkins, Alexis Murphy, Jen
Porch and Sirena Van Epp. Coach Jen
Buccino is looking for first-year spring
trackers Sam Costello, Livy Dunham
and Hannah Kronick to expand on excel-
lent winter seasons. Alyssa Hatch and
Shannon Mooney are distance veterans.

BARBER CLOSE SECOND
Christian Barber was in Virginia

Beach, Va., last weekend for the 22nd
National High School Wrestling Coaches
Association’s Senior National tourna-
ment, and the WHS senior had quite a
showing, winning his first four matches
before falling to Indiana’s Chad Welch,
1-0, in the 152-pound championship
match.

Barber, who went 41-1 this winter and
was WHS’s first state champion since
Chuck Cosenza in 1976, won 13-5 over
Cordell Blair of Maryland, 6-4 over Matt
Hickman of California, 2-1 over
Oklahoma’s Jeromy Davenport and 3-2
over Pennsylvania’s Zach Strickland in
the semifinals.

IN THE GENES
Will Butler, the son of Kathleen

Harbaugh Butler (WHS, ’83) has signed
a letter of intent to play football at West
Point. Like his godfather, Paul Harbaugh
(’80), Will is a defensive tackle; he starred
for Wakefield High School in North Caro-
lina. Speaking of Paul Harbaugh, an-
other reminder that Sunday is Rugby in
Westfield Day, with festivities and
matches all day at Kehler Stadium. The
Mudturtles vs. the Morris Lions is the
key matchup.

One of the key swimmers for the Pingry
School boys swim team was Will
LaCosta, a sophomore from Gladstone.
If the name sounds semi-familiar, you’re
probably on the wrong side of 50 years
old. Will’s dad is Tom LaCosta, a standout
at the Westfield Y and the very vocal
team leader for WHS as a sophomore in
1976; he was third in the state in the 50
(21.84) and 100 (49.52) freestyles and
swam on the state champion 400 free
relay. Then he transferred to the Peddie
School. Tom’s father, also Tom, was a
longtime Spanish teacher at the high
school.

Will went 1:45.35 in the 200 free and
53.91 in the 100 fly at Individual States
and also swam a 48.07 leg on Pingry’s
record-smashing (3:06.68) 400 freestyle
relay.

IN PASSING
Ralph Jones (’50), who, as the former

Town Historian, probably knew more

about the Old Towne of Westfield than
anybody else, passed away on March 13.
He was 78. Ralph was an original mem-
ber of the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame; in fact, the first WAHOF meeting
ever was held at his house on Effingham
Place.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This time we’re talking about the five

best serials – cliffhangers, chapter films
– of all-time. This is a subject for our
older fans, since people born after 1960
probably have no idea what these clas-
sics low-budget thrillers were.

5. Drums of Fu Manchu (1940): Henry
Brandon stars as Fu Manchu, and Will-
iam Royle as his nemesis, Sir Denis
Nayland Smith, who tries to prevent the
evil one from finding the “scepter of
Genghis Khan” and uniting the people of
Asia to rule the planet.

4. Zorro’s Fighting Legion (1939):
Reed Hadley (later better known for his
TV work on Racket Squad and Public
Defender) stars as Don Diego Vega, a
seemingly harmless aristocrat who mor-
phs into the swashbuckling masked
swordsman Zorro to foil Don Del Oro’s
attempt to take over Mexico.

3. Buck Rogers (1939). Pretty much
the same as Flash Gordon, only in this
one Olympic swimmer Buster Crabbe
plays Buck Rogers, who awakens from a
500-year nerve-gas-induced sleep in the
25th century to take on the evil Killer
Kane (note: this Killer Kane slightly
predates WHS Hall of Famer Jim “Killer”
Kane and might have been the genesis
for his nickname).

2. The Flash Gordon trilogy: Flash
Gordon (1936), Flash Gordon’s Trip to
Mars (1938) and Flash Gordon Con-
quers the University (1940). Crabbe was
great as Flash Gordon, but the real scene-
stealer in this classic is Charles
Middleton. Nobody ever was a more evil
villain than Middleton’s Emperor Ming,
i.e., the Imperial Ming and Ming the
Merciless, ruler of the planet Mongo,
where he plots a takeover of the entire
universe.

1. Tim Tyler’s Luck (1937): Another
adaptation of a comic strip, this one stars
Frankie Thomas as young Tim Tyler,
searching Africa for his father, who has
discovered the “Elephant’s graveyard,”
which the evil Spider Webb is also trying
to find, for his monetary gain.

(Next time: The best 1-2-3-4 hitters in
WHS baseball lineups, since 1960.)

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
The March winners of free subs from

Ryan (The) Mann at Hershey’s are: wres-
tler Christian Barber, for becoming
WHS’s 12th state wrestling champion,
and the first since Chuck Cosenza in
1976; and the girls swim team, for going
unbeaten, setting a school record with 17
wins, capturing the 13th state title in
school history, and being the No. 1 team
in the state. (Girls, please call Hershey’s
in advance, before showing up en masse.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

2010-11 School Year:
Into the Home Stretch

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Devils of the Month
Christian Barber
Girls Swim Team
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180 Mohawk Drive, Cranford   $389,000
JUST LISTED! Charming 8 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Cape in beautiful Indian Village
neighborhood of Cranford. First floor features renovated open-plan kitchen furnished with
granite countertops and cherry cabinets, dining room with sliding glass doors that open to
entertaining size covered deck, formal living room with bay window, two bedrooms, and
one full bath. The second floor boasts an additional two bedrooms and one full bath with
whirlpool tub. A finished basement with summer kitchen and half bath with egress to
garage complete this lovely home. Additional features include beautiful hardwood floors
throughout and central air.  Conveniently located near public parks and playground. Dir:
Lexington Ave. to Mohawk Drive.

711 East Broad Street, Westfield $899,000
Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial offers a gracious entry
Foyer; Living Room w/fplc. & crown molding; a sunken formal Dining Room; a wonderful
Center Island Kitchen which opens to the Family Room; a 1st floor Laundry, Powder Room
& Office w/custom built-in’s. Upstairs, you’ll find a MBR with walk-in closet & private
bath + 3 additional Bedrooms & a Main Bath.  Other amenities include: CAC & hardwood
floors. Nestled on a magnificently landscaped property with custom lighting, sprinkler
system and mahogany open front porch.  Convenient to town, park and Wilson School.
Dir: on E. Broad Street, near N. Chestnut St.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th • 1-4 PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th • 1-4 PM

Christian Barber Places 2nd
At High School Mat Nationals

Being a New Jersey state cham-
pion was not quite enough for
Westfield High School senior Chris-
tian Barber. On April 3, Barber battled
his way through a gauntlet of very
competitive opponents at the National
High School Coaches Association
Senior Nationals in Virginia Beach,
Va. to advance to the 152-lb final
where he dropped a 1-0 decision to
Chad Walsh of Castle High School,
Ind.

Barber’s trip to the championship
began with a 13-5, majority decision
over Cordell Blair of Maryland, and a
6-4 decision over Matt Hickman of
California. In the quarterfinals, he
nipped Jeromy Davenport of Sallisaw,
Okla., 2-1, and in the semifinals, he
nicked Zach Strickland of Muncy,

Pa., 3-2.
James Green of Willingboro, N.J.,

the 145-lb NJSIAA champion won
the 145-lb National title with a 10-5
decision over Pete Baldwin of
Osceola, Fla. Last year, Barber
dropped a close, 8-6 decision to Green
in the NJSIAA 140-lb class.

Lou Mascola from Seton Hall Prep
also made it to the championship in
the 130-lb class and lost, 9-5, to Coltin
Fought of Benton. Pa. James Fox of
St. Peter’s Prep placed fifth at 189-
lbs. Colin Hewitt of Franklin Town-
ship placed fifth at 171-lbs. Caleb
Richardson of Blair Academy placed
fifth at 119-lbs. Conor Brennan of
Brick placed fifth at 152-lbs.
Rahway’s Urayoan Garcia placed
sixth at 215-lbs.

up and made plays when we needed
him to make plays,” commented
Coach Silbergeld.

Blue Devil midfielders Ryan
Bohrod and Matt Webb scored two
goals each. Attacker Paul DeVita fired
in a goal and added an assist.
Midfielder Jack Allen netted a goal
and added two assists, while attacker
James Lisooey contributed an assist.
CJ Francisco scored a pair of goals
for the Crusaders. Nick Mullery put
in a goal and added two assists. JoJo
Francisco and Brandon Feeney each
scored a goal, and Nick DelVecchio
had an assist.

It took less than a minute and a half
for the Blue Devils to score then,
when they added a second goal just
three minutes later to take a 2-0 lead,
it appeared Westfield was well on its
way to an easy victory. With 5:50 left
in the first quarter, Feeney scored
then, with 4:02 left, CJ Francisco tied

the score. Webb answered 43 seconds
later to give the Blue Devils a 3-2 lead
entering the second quarter. Webb
then netted his second goal to make
the score, 4-2, at the half.

One minute into the third quarter,
Bohrod scored after Allen’s assist,
but JoJo Francisco fired in a goal and
Mullery quickly followed to tighten
the score, 5-4. Bohrod added his sec-
ond goal toward the end of the quar-
ter. CJ Francisco scored the final goal
midway through the fourth quarter.

With showdowns with Fitch Divi-
sion opponents, West Morris (Mon-
day, April 4), Summit (Wednesday,
April 6) and Delbarton this Saturday,
April 9, Coach Silbergeld said, “We
have huge games coming up They are
all Fitch Division opponents, includ-
ing Summit and Delbarton, so it’s
on.”
A.L. Johnson 2 0 2 1 5
Westfield 3 1 2 0 6

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


