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BOHROD, WEBB NET 2 EACH; DeVITA, ALLEN NET 1

Blue Devil Laxmen Win Ugly,
Nip Johnson Crusaders, 6-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Win ugly, and that is what the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team did in a 6-5 nipping of the A. L.
Johnson Crusaders in Clark in the
season opener on April Fools Day.
But a win is a win, and the 1-0 Blue
Devils got a firsthand idea of how
much work is needed quickly to hold
their own against their formidable
Fitch Division opponents.

“A win is a win, whether we win
ugly or whether we execute full 48
[minutes], a win is a win,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Marc Silbergeld said.

The Blue Devils had spurts of bril-
liance and spurts of hesitancies.
Westfield out-shot Johnson, 14-7, in
the first half, but the Crusaders turned

it on to win the second half, 13-10, to
narrow the Blue Devils’ edge to 24-
20. Due to the efforts of midfielders
Ryan Rittendale and Pete Mebane,
the Blue Devils won six of the nine
face-offs.

“We were very inconsistent. I guess
maybe that speaks to our youth. Our
face-off guys were excellent. Pete
Mebane and Ryan Rittendale got us
possession. We just need to clean up
our offense and stay out of the pen-
alty box then we will be a lot better,”
Coach Silbergeld said.

Both teams had their share of time
in the penalty box, however, as there
was indeed plenty of physical action
throughout, which included some
excessiveness.

“It was a scrappy game. It is every

time we come here. They [ALJ]
played really hard. I give them a lot of
credit. They pushed us, and it just
goes to show how much work we
need to do,” Coach Silbergeld said.

Crusader goalkeeper Kevin Eipel
made 16 saves, and Blue Devil goal-
keeper Jeff LaForge made 11. On
several occasions, LaForge made sav-
ing stops, especially early in the sec-
ond quarter when he made a
pointblank save on a one-on-one play.
He followed up moments later with
two more huge saves then, with 11
seconds remaining in the game, he
came up with the victory clinching
save.

“Jeff is an outstanding goaltender
and an outstanding leader. He stepped

DEVILS WIN DMR, 4X1600; RAIDERS S.P., COUGARS T.J.

Lady Raiders 4th, Cougars 10th
At Summit, Devils 7th at Kearny

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening season relay classics gave
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Westfield High School and
Cranford High School (CHS) boys
and girls track and field teams a good
idea of their strengths and weaknesses
on April 2.

The Raider girls placed third with a
total of 33 and the Lady Cougars
placed 10th with a total of 24.5 at the
Summit Relays, while the Blue Devil
boys placed seventh with a total of 34
in Division 2 at the Kearny Relays.
The Raider boys finished seventh with

21 points and the Cougar boys fin-
ished 10th with 12 points.

Raiders Osa Ebose with a push of
30-9.25 (eighth best), Danielle
Schweizer at 30-4.25 (ninth best) and
Sam Renfree at 28-4 took top honors
in the shot put with a total distance of
89-5.5. The Cougars took seventh,
and Kristen VanBenschoten had the
seventh-best toss at 30-10.

The Lady Cougars took top honors
in the triple jump with a total distance
of 69-8. Bryanna Grant had the sec-
ond-best distance at 35-8.5 and
Gilliam Burke had the third-best dis-
tance at 33-11.5. The Raiders took
second with a distance of 68-6.5.
Camille Handy had the top distance
at 36-7.25 and Christine Miklas had a

distance of 31-11.5.
The Lady Cougars had two misfor-

tunes with two disqualifications, but
the most misfortune came in the
shuttle hurdles when they broke the
meet record and set a new CHS record,
only to have it taken away.

Last year, Cougars Rebecca
Shimonov, Megan Schetelich,
Bryanna Grant and Kelly Burke at-
tained All-American status in the
event. Burke, who had graduated, ran
the anchor leg last year, so Grant took
the position and Devon Cacchione
joined the foursome.

“It’s a lot of pressure. Last year, I
was second. I hope we can do it again
next week without being disquali-

SCHAEFER HRS; CROSSLAND, SCHMEIDER TRIPLE

Blue Devil Softballers Lose
Opener to Belleville, 7-4

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Glove-work be-
trayed the Westfield High School soft-
ball team in its season-opener against
Belleville on April 2. The Blue Devils
lost 7-4 in a game that Westfield’s
coach deemed winnable if not for the
team’s four errors.

A rocky opening frame saw
Belleville jump out to a 1-0 advan-
tage, as standout catcher, Vanessa
Gomez, led off the game with a ring-
ing two-strike double to centerfield.
Belleville played fundamental base-
ball throughout, beginning in the top
of the first; they sacrificed the runner
to third, where she was driven in on a

single to center.
After a nice running grab from

Sarah Seitz in centerfield to wrap up
the frame, Westfield’s offense went
to work immediately and did not dis-
appoint, taking a 2-1 lead after a two-
out rally led by successive triples
from Emma Crossland and clean-up
hitter/pitcher Nicki Schmeider, fol-
lowed by a well-placed dunker to left
by Elena Scarano.

From then on, Westfield had to tap-
dance through too many sweat-in-
ducing innings; the softball squad
would be on the ropes many times
and would narrowly escape disaster.
Nice defense by shortstop Cali
Chambliss helped Westfield navigate

out of the second inning.
Westfield had a chance to add to its

lead in the second after a disputed
first-and-second double steal, which
saw Belleville’s coach come out and
protest the call, and a walk loaded the
bases. Unfortunately for the Blue
Devils, they could not capitalize.

That would prove to be costly in
the third, as an opposite field double
on a full count plated two runners and
gave Belleville a 3-2 lead.

After a meeting on the mound and
another bases-loaded jam, Westfield’s
defense settled down, with Elena
Scarano’s deft play at third, taking a
hot shot off her chest and rocketing a

PARTRIDGE, ANDERSON, ROSE SELECTED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Lady Laxers Have
Young Squad, Commitment

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Giant steps forward and a higher
level of play in the face of a tough
schedule rewarded last year’s
Westfield High School (WHS) girls
lacrosse team with a 10-10 record,
advancement to the Union County
(UC) Tournament semifinals and a
trip to the state tournament.

With the addition of a strong fresh-
man class, the maturity of several
sophomores, who were starters last
year, and the leadership of Tri-Cap-
tains Emma Partridge, Taylor Ander-
son and Ally Rose, along with se-
niors Katherine Frega and Devin
Cash, the Blue Devils are looking
forward to an even more successful
year.

“We have a very young and tal-
ented team. We are very fortunate to
have a strong feeder program here in
Westfield. Now that the girls are en-
tering high school, I am looking for-
ward to coaching such passionate,
committed players. That makes my
job a little bit easier when everyone is
on the same page,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jackie Behrens said.

Partridge, an Honorable Mention
All-UC last year, and Anderson, who
was First Team All-Conference and
First Team All-UC, will solidify the
defense.

“Emma is a real leader down there.
She dictates the tempo of our defense,
and Taylor Anderson is a very solid
defender. She communicates well on
the field,” Coach Behrens said.

Sophomore Betsy Crossland will
also start in the backfield with Par-
tridge and Anderson.

“Betsey is extremely aggressive
and extremely fast. She is very good
slowing fast breaks and stopping one-
on-ones,” Coach Behrens com-
mented.

Cash, Ella Claire D’Amico and
freshman Una Heinzerling will also
support the low defensive end.

“She is part of our defensive unit.
She is eager to learn and has been
very open to feedback,” Coach
Behrens said of Heinzerling.

But strength in the midfield could
make things much easier for the low
defenders.

According to Coach Behrens, “It

Probitas Verus Honos
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See Cranford Online Sports for More

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLOWING OVER THE HURDLE…Raider Leah Salituro gracefully glides over the hurdle during the shuttle hurdle event
at the Summit Relays. The Raiders placed fourth in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCOOPING UP THE BALL…Blue Devil defenseman Christian Burgdorf, No. 17, scoops up the ball during the physical
game with the A.L. Johnson Crusaders in Clark on April 1. The Blue Devils won, 6-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR AN ACTION-PACKED SEASON…Pictured, left to right, Blue Devil seniors Devin Cash, Taylor Anderson,
Katherine Frega, Ally Rose and Jenna Sharkey, along with Emma Partridge (missing from photo) are looking for an action-
packed season in girls lacrosse.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLEET OF FOOT, QUICK WITH THE BAT…Blue Devil leadoff batter Cali Chambliss chops a foul ball down the third
base line in the game against the Belleville Buccaneers in Westfield on April 2.

Happy Birthday Tiki Barber
Football Giant – April 7, 1975


