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SCARLET KNIGHTS…St. Agnes School in Clark recently welcomed two mem-
bers of the Rutgers Football Team. The players, Justin Francis and Mason
Robinson, read “Hello Scarlet Knight” to students in kindergarten through
fourth grade. It was a wonderful activity that was part of the school’s “March into
Reading” program. The school extended special thanks to the players for support-
ing its program and promoting the importance of reading.

Westfield BOE Candidates Forum
Scheduled For April 13 at WHS

Student Clothing Drive
On Tap This Saturday
GARWOOD – The eighth-grade

class will conduct a clothing drive this
Saturday, April 9, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Lincoln School on Second
Avenue in Garwood.

They will collect wearable and us-
able clothing as well as shoes (placed
in separate bags), belts, pocketbooks,
briefcases, backpacks, linens (includ-
ing towels, blankets, pillows, table-
cloths, drapery and small rugs), stuffed
animals and hard toys (dolls, action
figures, cars and trucks that are no
larger than two feet by two feet.)

If items need to be picked up from
homes in Garwood, call Colleen
Tombs at (908) 232-6828 to schedule.

WHS Students Pledge to ‘X
The TXT’ in New Program

WESTFIELD – Hundreds of
Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents pledged not to text while driving
today as the school hosted Allstate’s
“X the TXT” program.

Students commemorated their
pledge by adding their thumb prints to
a banner which was on display outside
of the school’s cafeteria. Each student

who took the pledge also received a
thumb band with “TXTNG KLLS” on
it as an additional reminder of the
danger of texting while behind the
wheel of a car.

The idea to bring “X the TXT” to
Westfield High originated with WHS
junior Caroline O’Connor who had
heard about the program from a
friend. “As I’ve studied the dangers
of texting while driving, I’ve learned
that it makes people 23 times more
likely to crash and it’s a big problem
among teens.” Caroline said. She
reached out to local Allstate Agent
Ron Bansky to help bring the pro-
gram to her fellow Westfield High
students. “It’s really important to
bring awareness to this safety issue
to young drivers and I admire
Caroline for her concern about her
fellow students and am grateful so
many other students took the pledge.”
Said Mr. Bansky.

X  TO THE TEXT...Caroline O’Connor
and Ron Bansky stand by a poster with
the thumbprint of students who have
committed to not text while driving.

Emily Wexler of SP Accepted to
International Art Study Program

EDISON – Emily Wexler, a fresh-
man at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, has been accepted in the
Spoleto Study Abroad program in Italy.
She will be attending the
program for three weeks in
July. The Spoleto Study
Abroad summer session is
an immersion program in
the arts and humanities for
high school students inter-
ested in visual arts, photog-
raphy, creative writing,
drama and vocal music.
Emily will be participating
in the visual arts program.
She became aware of the
program through Upper School art
teacher, Mrs. Gale Goldman.

 Emily has been attending art
classes during the summer and the
school year at Riverview Art School

in Island Heights and Inspired Minds
Fine Art School in Lincroft since she
was 7 years old. She has participated
in the Monmouth County Teen Arts

Festival for the past three
years.

 In order to be accepted
in the Spoleto program,
Emily submitted a 10-piece
portfolio of artwork which
consisted of oil paintings,
pastels, charcoal and graph-
ite along with an applica-
tion which consisted of two
essays and teacher recom-
mendations.

Photo courtesy of
Lifetouch Photography

Freshman Emily Wexler of Scotch
Plains has been accepted in the
Spoleto Study Abroad program in
Italy.

Emily Wexler

MARCH INTO READING…St. Agnes School in Clark kicked off “March into
Reading” with a visit from guest author, Steven Light, who has written and
illustrated several children’s books. He is a former Clark resident and graduate
of Arthur L. Johnson High School. Pictured is Mr. Light along with students from
kindergarten and first grade.

Rowan Down The Gulf:
Dzuback’s Alt. Spring Break

By ANTHONY MONDI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – For her spring break,
Jayne Dzuback did what any normal
college kid would love to do: she hit
up the beach in sunny Florida. How-
ever, instead of partying and tanning
it up on the shores, Jayne went with
an alternative approach.

Jayne, a Rowan University English
and education major and a graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, along with several of her
classmates and volunteer students
from around the nation, took part in
the Alternative Spring Break program.
This year, the program was aimed
towards helping to solve some of the
environmental issues in South Florida
near the Gulf, which are as promi-
nent in that area as palm trees and
sunshine. Jayne’s group arrived at
their 4-H camp on March 13, in a
town appropriately named Niceville.
However, they had no idea how they
were going to make this town even
“Nicer.”

The first day of the project began
with a few surprises. According to
her blog, “Gulf Coast Restoration
Trip” on BlogSpot.com, Jayne said
they went in thinking they would be
helping the woodpecker population
in the area, but the employees of
Blackwater State Forest had other
ideas for them, something a bit more
challenging. They were assigned to
assist in ridding the area of all “inva-
sive plant species.” Like aliens, these
plants literally invaded the area and
robbed the native plants of sunlight
and shelter. However, also like aliens,
these plants were nowhere to be found.

 “Overall, that is a really good thing,
but it felt a little disappointing after
hiking so long and having nothing to
show for it,” said Jayne in her blog.
Their efforts were “rewarded” with
the special task of preparing food for
all 200 volunteers. Jayne described
the experience as being stressful yet
team-building, which was good be-
cause they definitely needed the ca-
maraderie for what was to come.

The second day turned out to be
really exciting, said Jayne to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, and who
wouldn’t agree? The team was as-
signed to work at the Choctawhatchee
basin on its oyster restoration project.
Armed with nothing but each other’s
manpower and some Hannah Mon-
tana kids’ water shoes, Jayne’s team
performed the herculean task of push-
ing the oyster barge closer to the
shoreline. The barge was originally
about 600 yards away from the shore,
but the team was able to move it about
half the distance closer.

After overcoming that obstacle,
relaying the 40-pound bags of oys-
ters down to the shore seemed pretty
simple. The purpose of this was to
restart nature’s process of building
reefs to attract fish and plant life.
Once the new oysters settle on the
reef built by Jayne and her team, they
will stay there for life and therefore
create a new reef.

The team was able to reduce over
15 tons of oysters on the ship to
nothing in a matter of one day. “It
felt really accomplishing to look at
an empty barge that was full at the
beginning of the day!” said Jayne on
her blog. The oyster reef they cre-
ated will help repopulate the area
with different kinds of wildlife, and
of course, oysters.

The third day’s job was similar to
the first. Jayne and her team were
assigned to rid Lincoln Park of all the
invasive species (anything that was
not green, according to Jayne’s blog.)
However, unlike the first day, they
tried so hard and got so far and in the
end it really did matter. The team,
accounting for about 50 volunteers,

was able to clear more than 30 feet in
four hours. This was enough to im-
press even the site leader, who had
been working on this project for quite
some time up to that point.

The final two days of Jayne’s Alter-
native Spring Break were just as gruel-
ing as the first three, yet a positive
attitude and many fellow dedicated
workers were able to get the jobs done
and done well. The fourth day’s work
required the team to work on two differ-
ent projects at Florida’s Eden Gardens.
First, they widened a trail through the
forest to make it wheelchair and scooter
accessible. This provided Jayne with a
little education about the ADA, and
how the laws even stretch to places like
forests. The second part was, again,
clearing land, and helping the area live
up to its lofty name.

The fifth day was all about replant-
ing, recuperating and recounting their
experiences. A different kind of R and
R than what is to be expected on a
spring break, but it is all worth it to
Jayne. The team was assigned to re-
plant sea grasses along the coast at the
Naval Support Activities area in
Panama City.

Jayne told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that she would defi-
nitely recommend this trip to anyone
who loves to volunteer and does not
mind some “labor intensive work,”
which she made very clear there would
be a lot of. Unfortunately, Jayne will
not be able to do the Alternative Spring
Break for the third year in a row next
year, but she plans on helping to re-
cruit new students in the fall.

For more information on the Alter-
native Spring Break program, visit
h t t p : / / w w w. r owa n . e d . / o p e n /
studentaffairs2/cslv/index.cfm.

* * *

Anthony is a student at the Magnet
High School in Scotch Plains and an
intern at The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

RAKIN’ AND BAKIN’…Armed with
nothing but a rake and some pink wa-
ter slippers, Rowan University student
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School alumna Jayne Dzuback helps
clean up Lincoln Park in Florida dur-
ing her Alternative Spring Break.

A HALLOWEEN PARADE IN MARCH?…No, it’s a fashion show presented by the Preschool classes at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains to culminate the unit of study on clothes. Some of the lessons the children learned were making a
shoe graph and patterns with mittens. The children were amazed to find out that some fabrics can be made from plants or
animals such as a cow. This was truly a memorable experience for these young learners.

Kean University to Hold
Family Events in April

Photo Courtesy of Liberty Hall
HIP HOP…The Easter bunny made
an appearance at the 2010 Easter Egg
Hunt held at Liberty Hall Museum on
the campus of Kean University.

UNION - Kean University wel-
comes the spring season with a series
of cultural events for the entire fam-
ily. Easter Egg hunts, exhibits, after-
noon tea, theater productions and
dance recitals are in the line-up for all
ages at Union County’s leading insti-
tution of higher education.

Liberty Hall Museum will host the
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday,
April 23, at 12 noon. Children will
explore the grounds of Liberty Hall
searching for plastic eggs hidden
throughout the landscape, filled with
holiday treats. A surprise visit from
the Easter Bunny will cap off the
events of the day. Admission is $5
per child.

On April 16, from 1 – 3 p.m. the
museum offers “The Girls of Liberty
Hall – A Children’s Afternoon Tea
and Fashion Show.” Guests will be
treated to a luncheon of scones,
breads, finger sandwiches, sweet
treats, lemonade, iced tea and sher-
bet punch on real china while watch-
ing a fashion show of reproduction
historic children’s clothing from co-
lonial times through early 20th cen-
tury. There will also be a dress-up
and play tent with games and prizes.
Admission is $25 per person.

The on-going exhibit at Liberty
Hall is “Stitches in Time: Three Cen-
turies of Hemlines, Necklines and
Everything in Between.” The show
displays over 40 pieces of clothing
and accessories from the vast fash-
ion collection of the Liberty Hall
Museum. The fashions range from
18th century shoes and fans to 20th
century Christian Dior cocktail

dresses, featuring elegant gowns, glit-
tering accessories, refined evening
attire and vintage undergarments in a
display called “Victorian Secrets.”

General admission to the museum
for regular visits is $10 for adults, $6
for students and free to children un-
der three, Liberty Hall Museum mem-
bers and Kean University students,
faculty and staff.

Liberty Hall is located at 1003 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union. It is open to the
public Monday through Saturday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call (908) 527-0400, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

Local Students Named
To the Gettysburg

College Dean’s List
GETTYSBURG, Pa. – Gettysburg

College students with a quality point
average of 3.60 or higher (on a 4.0
scale) for a semester’s work are placed
on the college’s Dean’s Honor List.

The following local students have
been named to the Dean’s Honor List
at Gettysburg College for outstand-
ing academic achievement in Fall
2010: Ann-Marie Valentine, a junior,
of Westfield and Melissa Learn, a
junior, of Berkeley Heights.

WESTFIELD – The Parent
Teacher Council (PTC) of the
Westfield Public Schools is hosting
a Board of Education Candidates
Forum on Wednesday, April 13, in
Cafeteria B of Westfield High School
beginning 7:30 p.m. The eight can-
didates seeking three open seats on
the Westfield Board of Education
are: Jessica Blessing, Ann Cary,

Mark Friedman, Keith Hertell,
Karym Hoens, Rosanne Kurstedt,
Joseph Miceli, and Jennifer Silva.

A member of the League of
Women Voters will moderate the
event, which is chaired by PTC rep-
resentative Joann Spera. The Candi-
dates Forum will be taped for airing
on WHS-TV36 through April 26,
the day before the school election.

Hearing Society Welcomes
Scholarship Applications

WESTFIELD – The Hearing Soci-
ety has announced that it currently is
accepting applications to its Sarah H.
McGee Memorial Scholarship Fund
for the school year 2011-2012. These
annual grants are awarded to students
with a substantial hearing loss who
are pursuing an education at the col-
lege or university level.

Requirements include a docu-
mented hearing loss, satisfactory aca-
demic achievement, school activities,
financial need and personal recom-
mendation. If the student awarded a
scholarship remains eligible, the
scholarship may be renewed each
year for the next three years.

Application forms are available
upon request by writing to Mrs. P.

Hanigan, Scholarship Chairperson,
1213 Wyoming Avenue,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092 or by call-
ing her at (908) 232-4512. Applica-
tions must be submitted no later than
Sunday, May 15.

The Hearing Society is a not-for-
profit organization that has served
people with hearing loss in the Union
County area since 1932. The Soci-
ety also sponsors a class in speech
(lip) reading on Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield and welcomes interested
people in the area. For more infor-
mation about the class, call Kay
Schmitt at (908) 232-6546 (voice)
or Alice Knecht at (908) 688-8241
(voice).

Wardlaw Green Club Sells
Reusable Water Bottles

EDISON – The Wardlaw-
Hartridge Green Club is introduc-
ing a school-wide campaign to
lessen the number of plastic bottles
and reduce its carbon emissions by
selling BPA free stainless steel
water bottles. Plastics are made
from oil, which has been known to
be harmful to human health. By
buying a bottle, you are not only
investing in your health, school
community and future, you are also
saving money and helping the envi-
ronment.

Profits from the sale of these wa-
ter bottles will go to Pure Water for
the World, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides people in devel-
oping countries with water filtra-
tion systems, sanitation and hygiene
education. The Wardlaw-Hartridge
community made a donation to Pure
Water for the World to provide help
after the devastating earthquake in
Haiti in January 2010.

While one new filling station has
been installed near the main en-
trance, three more will be added in
the near future around the school.
These water fountains contain a fil-
ter, a chiller, an automatic sensor,
and a counter, which determines
how many 8 ounce plastic bottles
we have already conserved. In the
first week, nearly 500 bottles have
been conserved. With these filling
stations the students, faculty, and
the community will be guaranteed
fresh, chilled, and good-tasting
water without having to produce
waste.

Each bottle carries up to 28
ounces of water, costs just $10 and
includes a carrying strap, a durable
plastic mouthpiece and the
Wardlaw-Hartridge school seal.
Sales begin April 5.

FILLING UP…Sophomore Haley
Needle of Scotch Plains, president of
the Wardlaw-Hartridge Green Club,
fills her new water bottle at the filling
station in the main hallway of the Up-
per School.

Reading is good
for you!

goleader.com/subscribe
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For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155
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