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The Nuclear Disaster In Japan,
Contaminated Water At The

Fukushima Daiichi Site
Editor’s note: This letter was sent to

President Barack Obama and Rep.
Leonard Lance (NJ-7LD), March 29,
2011. Mr. Corbin is an engineer and the
publisher of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

*****
Preface: To deal with the contami-

nated wastewater, it is imperative to mini-
mize its generation. Quickly restore the
design condition water chemistry; use
only ultra-pure demineralized makeup
water. Stop using seawater injection
ASAP. When the salinity is reduced/re-
moved, the rate of radiation generation
and waste volume will fall. Only then can
the radioactive contaminants in the waste-
water be removed and isolated for safe
storage. From this, the treated waters can
be reused and/or discharged depending
on the dissolved ion concentration.

*****
Re: Nuclear Disaster in Japan – A

Problem of Worldwide Consequences:
I’ve been following the nuclear disas-

ter unfolding in Japan and am concerned
that the matter is not being brought under
control – nor that the best efforts of the
world are being applied. Humbly, I pro-
vide these observations based on 40 years
of chemical engineering experience, much
of it with nuclear power plants – and
specifically water chemistry.

I realize that many of the best minds of
the world are acting on this problem.
Nevertheless, I request that you forward
this to the proper authorities in hopes of

assisting.
Seawater: For many reasons, the use of

seawater for cooling results in grave con-
sequences – many of which are now
coming to light. What’s done is done and
probably was necessary at that moment.
Though the information available to me
is sparse, emergency efforts must be un-
dertaken to stop the use of seawater at the
facility.

Essentially, seawater destroys the
equipment and creates radwaste, which
cannot be treated to remove and isolate
the radioactive species. To slow down
and eventually stop the ongoing damage,
I urge placing a substantial amount of
demineralizers there with emergency pri-
ority, as much as readily available in the
world. Feed the purest water possible to
the reactors, using barges, tanks and riv-
ers – whatever are available.

Eventually diluting the salt content of
the radwaste waters in the plant; then,
when dilute enough, treat the radwaste
water to isolate the radioactivity into the
resin – then store the resin somewhere
safe.

Extraordinary measures are required
to eventually bring an end to this chaos.

Horace R. Corbin, P.E.
Westfield

www.uswca.com

Wrestling Parents Say Vote Yes
On Westfield School Budget

For Theater’s Sake, Pass the
Westfield School Budget

For Your Home Value, Community
And for the Kids, Pass the Budget

Letters to the Editor

We are writing in support of the
Westfield School District Wrestling Pro-
gram. We have been involved in the
program for upwards of six years. Our
sons, Mike Kalimtzis and Erik Gozdieski,
had the honor to share this season’s co-
captain responsibilities with two other
veterans of the school’s program, Troy
Skibitsky and Christian Barber.

This season capped a number of team
and individual accomplishments, the
highest achievement won by Christian,
New Jersey State Champion. After a 35-
year drought, Christian becomes
Westfield’s 12th State Wrestling Cham-
pion, truly an amazing feat.

Wrestling provides a great opportu-
nity for kids to improve their condition-
ing, strength and agility, and learn endur-
ance and commitment that will be invalu-
able in their lifelong experiences.
Westfield aligns its school program with

the local youth program to create a posi-
tive, productive feeder system. The high
school is beginning to reap the benefit of
this relationship and we are proud to be a
part of the ride.

We look forward to many more years
of wrestling “fan” participation. With
continued school budget funding, we are
confident the program will continue to
inspire and motivate future wrestlers and
future wrestling fans. The family-like
camaraderie lasts well after graduation,
as only wrestlers and their support sys-
tems truly appreciate and understand how
much hard work does pay off.

Because of the high school wrestling
program and its lifelong positive out-
comes, we are in support of the budget
and will be voting “yes” on April 27.

Maureen Gozdieski
Dina Kalimtzis, Westfield

I love theater, and therefore I plan on
supporting the proposed school budget in
the upcoming election. Budgets and the-
ater may seem like disparate entities, but
in my opinion, fine arts activities funded
by the Westfield school system, specifi-
cally in the area of theater, have enriched
my daughters’ education in many ways
outside of the classroom. My daughters
are theater aficionados today because their
interest in performing was cultivated at
an early age and then nurtured within the
Westfield schools.

I was somewhat shocked recently while
reading Amy Chua’s bestselling book
“Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother,” when
she states that she would never let her
children participate in a theater perfor-
mance of any kind. From Chua’s per-
spective, these types of pursuits are a
waste of time. Her daughters’ extracur-
ricular activities revolve around piano
and violin – very solitary pursuits, be-
cause her children practice to become
virtuosos, not part of an orchestra. She
clearly misses what so many of us under-
stand, and that is that being part of the
play, or the orchestra or the marching
band, parallels how we all learn to func-
tion in the world.

My daughters have learned so many
life skills and lessons from participating
in performance opportunities in the
Westfield schools: teamwork, compro-

mise, humility, work ethic, time manage-
ment, leadership, poise, confidence, ma-
turity. As passionate as they are about the
theater, sometimes to the exclusion of
other activities, I view my daughters as
well-rounded individuals who can adapt
easily to working with a myriad of people
and situations, because of all that they
have learned from being part of a show.
They also understand the importance of
group dynamics while simultaneously
learning how to further develop their own
individual talents.

Sweeney Todd, the latest in a long line
of amazingly good productions performed
at Westfield High School, was a real joy
for the audience to experience. There
were many stellar performances, but the
true beauty of watching this show and
others, for me, is knowing how much was
learned by the students well before the
lights came up and the curtain opened. In
my opinion, fine arts programs and the
invaluable information that they teach
our children are a key component in the
development of creative and indepen-
dent-thinking young adults.

I urge you to join me and vote your
approval for the school budget on April
27.

Lisa Smelkinson
Westfield

I am a new Westfield resident, and I am
writing to urge my neighbors, fellow
homeowners and taxpayers to vote in
favor of our school budget. My husband
and I recently moved our family to
Westfield in search of a superior school
system. I’ve attended a few of Dr. Dolan’s
budget presentations, and I have a few
thoughts I’d like to share. But I think my
perspective should be taken into consid-
eration as you read this letter.

It took us four years to sell our beauti-
ful home in our old town. I’m well aware
that the real estate market isn’t favorable
to sellers right now, but it was hard to
ignore the fact that in the eight years that
we lived there, we saw six school budgets
voted down. This is more than an unfor-
tunate coincidence.

Homes hold their value better in dis-
tricts where education is a priority to the
members of the community. Just look at
some of the top performing high schools
in New Jersey (and their 2009 average
home values in parentheses): Millburn
($882K), Tenafly ($710K), Glen Ridge
($572K), Chatham ($665K), Mountain
Lakes ($869K), Westfield ($630K).
You’ll find very few failed school bud-
gets in the bunch, and their home values
are all well above the New Jersey state
average of $348K.

What some people don’t seem to un-
derstand is, by voting a school budget
down to save a few dollars a month,
taxpayers also directly affect their real
estate investment adversely. Furthermore,
communities that don’t support their edu-
cation systems drive off quality students,
so test scores suffer, and the districts lose

aid, further damaging the district and
home values. It’s just a vicious circle.

Beyond the financial details, there is
also the impact failing budgets have on
our children. We loved living in our old
town. We had some great experiences
with many quality teachers. But year af-
ter year, taxpayers tried to “send a mes-
sage to the board” and voted “no” on the
budgets. Year after year the budgets failed.
And year after year, something else was
taken away from our kids. Family Educa-
tion Nights, teacher’s aides, late buses,
language teachers, field trips, guidance
counselors, fine and performing arts pro-
grams, countless after-school activities.

My son’s desk was in the coat closet
during fifth grade because the class sizes
were so unmanageable. And because the
budgets continually failed, we never saw
anything come back to us. What are they
going to do when there’s nothing left to
cut? It’s not just the budgets that are
failing, it’s the community that’s failing
its children. I’m a firm believer that if
your student is going to do well, he or she
will do well wherever he or she attends
school. But students can only do the best
they can with what they’ve got. A limited
district = limited opportunities = limited
students.

Homeowners hope to get the most out
of their investments. But most potential
homebuyers are familiar with the old
adage, “you get what you pay for.” Please
vote “Yes” on the school budget. It’s an
investment in your home, in our commu-
nity and our children.

Terese Guerriero
Westfield

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

 

Growth is a Welcome Change. 
 

Robert J. Rubino, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Audrey A. Romero, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Lisa Abeshaus, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Jacqueline D. Saitta, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Allan D. Kessel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Howard D. Fox, D.O., F.A.C.O.G. 

Make an appointment today online: www.rubinoobgyn.com  
or for Clark call: 732-396-1881 

All other locations: 973-542-2024 

The Rubino OB/GYN Group provides the latest, most advanced 
technology, procedures and solutions to women’s health care issues  

in a welcoming and patient-centered environment.  
 

We Welcome Clark to Our Practice. 

The Rubino OB/GYN Group is proud to announce the practice has 
expanded and will now include the office of Dr. Howard Fox,  
OB/GYN in Clark, NJ.  
 

In addition to the existing locations of West Orange, Summit and 
Bayonne, NJ, this acquisition allows The Rubino OB/GYN Group  
to offer even more flexibility with office hours, appointments,  
locations and doctors while continuing to ensure the comfort of  a 
personalized, neighborhood office. As part of The Rubino OB/GYN 
Group, Clark now accepts most insurance plans. 

Former Westfield Resident Now in
Alaska Offers Views on Privacy

I grew up in Westfield, attended
Tamaques Elementary School, Edison,
then Westfield High School before going
off to college and moving up to Alaska. I
do miss my hometown!

I wanted to let you know about an
interesting event going on right now in
Alaska, my adopted home, and I hope
you will consider it worthy of coverage in
The Westfield Leader. Anyone who flies
these days is “intimately aware” that our
level of personal privacy has been sadly
attenuated in recent years. I think the
public will find this article interesting.

Jason Giaimo
Anchorage, Alaska

The Alaskan Privacy Rebellion by Tim
Pearson (907) 952-3498; Jason Giaimo
(907) 602-9250; Citizens for Privacy in
Alaska; PrivacyNowAK@aol.com

A bipartisan group of senior Alaskan
legislators are attempting to pass sweep-
ing privacy protection legislation, which
would outlaw the selling of biometric
information (fingerprints, iris scans, etc.)
and likely mandate an opt-out for all who
do not want to provide their fingerprints
as identification if other forms of ID are
presented (U.S. passport, driver’s license.)
Reed Elsevier, a foreign-owned $9.3 bil-
lion global data-mining firm, owner of
LexisNexis (which acquired
ChoicePoint), which obtains much of this
private data, has now dispatched a team
of east coast lobbyists to Alaska to “influ-
ence” what supporters call “The Alaskan
Privacy Rebellion.”

This all started in February 2008 when
accountant Jason Giaimo, president of
Net Gain Business Consultants, attempted
to enter the exam room to complete the
final sections of his CPA exam. A new
policy had just been introduced which
required all test takers to submit to “fin-
gerprinting for identification” upon en-
tering the room. Mr. Giaimo refused “to
be rolled like a criminal” as he put it, but
he offered to show his U.S. passport,

driver’s license, social security card –
even his original birth certificate as ID
instead. He was refused entry due to
having “insufficient identification.”

“Why is my U.S. passport sufficient
ID to travel the world and reenter the
United States, but not to take an exam?
This is clearly not about identification;
this is just big business masquerading as
security,” said Mr. Giaimo, now co-chair-
man of Citizens for Privacy in Alaska and
one of the leaders of the Alaska Privacy
Rebellion.

Being a trained auditor, it didn’t take
long for Mr. Giaimo to uncover informa-
tion that was deeply disturbing to many in
the Alaskan Legislature. Exam provider
Prometric Corporation is directly profit-
ing from the collection of Americans’
fingerprints, and is then transferring them
over the Internet to a global data-miner
(ChoicePoint), the largest provider of
private, personal information on Ameri-
cans to the Department of Homeland
Security. It is ChoicePoint’s parent com-
pany, Reed Elsevier, which has dispatched
a team of lobbyists to Alaska to influence
Alaska’s elected legislators and the out-
come of the current biometric privacy bill
(SB-98).

The foreign data-mining firm’s lobby-
ists have attempted to permanently re-
move an “opt-out” provision from the
legislation. The “opt-out” provision would
extend the bill’s protection to all indi-
viduals in Alaska by allowing those not
wanting to submit to a fingerprinting for
ID purposes to show a U.S. passport or
driver’s license as ID instead. The bill
exempts law enforcement, and would not
affect fingerprints taken for background
checks in any way, instead focusing on
fingerprints-as-ID mandates.

“New technologies will soon be avail-
able that will be able to make use of this
[biometric] information with chilling con-
sequences for individual privacy and civil
liberties” said bill sponsor, Senator Bill
Wielechowski.

See more letters
on page 17
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