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Letters to
the Editor

Resident Questions Attitude and
Priorities of Westfield School Board

Use Time Productively; Attending
Freeholder Meetings Invites Ridicule

Follow Westfield Library, Solar Panels
Are Free and at No Expense

Westfield Generosity;
Support for Liam’s
Room Was Amazing

We would like to thank everyone who
came out to support Liam’s Room at our
annual Mini Olympics and Home Run
Derby. It was a wonderful event due in no
small part to the volunteers who took
time out of their busy weekends to lend a
hand. We are always amazed at the out-
pouring of support and generosity by the
amazing Westfield community.

The money we raised will go toward
the continuing education of staff caring
for families using Liam’s Room at Over-
look Hospital, as well as to begin plans
for another room in our area. Please check
the website for photos of the spectacular
day at www.liamsroom.org.

We [and the board of directors] look
forward to seeing everyone at future
Liam’s Room events.

Peter and Lisa McNamara
Westfield

Union County Is On Another Planet;
And We Are Lost in Space

What Extensive Search? County
Records Show Only One Résumé

David Rogers Name
Confusion; Not Me

For the sake of clarity, I wish to make
it clear that I am not the “David Rogers”
whose letter appeared in the March 31
issue of The Westfield Leader. To avoid
future confusion, I will urge that my first
initial be included in any public mention
of my community involvements.

I would humbly ask the author of the
aforementioned letter to similarly differ-
entiate his name by some means. A simi-
lar name confusion nearly caused an im-
proper medical procedure, so I am sensi-
tive to this issue.

H. David Rogers
Westfield

I attended the BOE meeting at which
the present budget was passed. The self-
congratulatory fest prepared by the board
was marred by the dissent of only one
disbeliever. (His doctor must have barred
him from drinking Kool-Aid). There was
a parade of persons connected to the
board who dutifully told them how mar-
velous they truly are. It became so sac-
charine I feared contracting synthetic dia-
betes while listening.

One gentleman asked if last year’s
close vote caused the board to change its
attitude towards economizing. Ms. Dolan
reminded him that the budget passed.
That’s what was important. (To the vic-
tors go the spoils)

One lady noted the 29-percent rise in
the price of gas and commented on the
inflation from which we suffer, and con-
gratulated the board on only budgeting 2
percent higher than last year. It never
dawned on her that the system might have
been better served by budgeting 2 percent
under last year. It didn’t dawn on her that
the same people paying 29 percent more
at the pumps might not be able to pay the
increase in taxes caused by the board.

The president of the board expressed
her satisfaction over the fact that no pro-
grams, etc. were cut this year. This is like
a wife proudly telling her husband, who

has been out of work for a year, that she is
pleased by her decision to buy just a mink
this year rather than the sable she planned.
Does anyone ever tell her that everyone is
cutting back? Does anyone mention that
what is for the children is what we can
afford?

Westfield negotiated with the firemen
and DPW workers and received serious
concessions in recognition of the failing
economy. What did the BOE do? They
followed the mantra of the NJEA and
combined with Ms. Dolan to end-load her
new contract to maximize her pension.
How is that “For the Children”? How was
it “For the Children” to approve a labor
contract, well in advance of necessity,
that did nothing to recognize the state of
the economy?

There is no doubt that the board mem-
bers work long hours at their job. The
problem is their perspective. There is a
finite amount of money. Food, shelter and
living expenses must come first. We all
must live within our own budgets. We are
all cutting back. You must do so, also.
The children deserve what we can afford
to give them. I believe that and it’s about
time you learned that.

A. John Blake
Westfield

As well intentioned as your editorial,
“You Can’t Beat City Hall? Show Up;
Look ’em in the Eye,” might be, it makes
no practical sense. There is no limit on the
number of citizens that this [Union
County] freeholder board is capable of
ignoring (15 whole cities at last count.)

However, having witnessed this fiscal
fiasco for three years, I do have answers
to the questions you posed:

How much has your tax bill risen? At
least 96 percent from 2000, when county
taxes were $150.1 million, to 2011, when
they will be $293.8 million plus whatever
the Open Space tax comes in at.

Who’s getting your money? 1)
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick and a coterie of
other lawyers. 2) Birdsall Services Group
and a phalanx of connected contractors.
3) Whoever else contributes to the Union
County Democratic Committee. 4) Even-
tually every rock band that had a hit in the
80s.

How much has been borrowed? $560
million. What is the size of pension and
healthcare promises? A lower number

than any actuary (even one paid by the
county) would put on it.

New Jersey, being a fiscal basket case,
will “Go Prichard” well within this de-
cade. For those unfamiliar, Prichard is a
city in Alabama whose pension ran out of
money and 150 retirees have not gotten a
check since September, 2009 and will
never get another check after the city
declared bankruptcy in December, 2010.

Those 700 non-union employees bet-
ter get sick fast if they want to make use
of those “lifetime” health benefits the
county recently provided them in the
same ordinance in which they raised golf
fees.

Now that your readers have some an-
swers, I would advise them to use their
time more productively than inviting ridi-
cule by attending a freeholder meeting.
Perhaps by getting a second or third job.
If they plan on staying in Union County,
they’ll need it.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Why is it our county government does
not understand the word “recession”?
They do not appear to understand that
jobs have been lost, incomes cut, house
prices depressed, fixed investments that
many seniors depend on non-existent and
so forth.

Yet they have indicated that they are
looking at a 6-percent raise in our prop-
erty taxes. This is on top of Moody’s
placing Union County on a negative out-
look. Apparently, decreased reserves and
the depressed property values are at fault.
Moody’s has said that the county could
either cut budgets or raise taxes. Well, it
looks like they picked the latter.

Union County Democratic Party leader
Charlotte DeFilippo, who is the execu-
tive director of the utility authority (what-
ever that is), was quoted in The Star-
Ledger, “It shows how healthy we are.”
Sure she may be healthy, since we pay her
some $154K a year, along with pension
and medical benefits. Most of us are not
so healthy.

This situation is even worse when you
look at how the county recently gave
approximately 700 employees free health
care to the end of time. We all know that
by some estimates, health-care costs are
escalating some 7 percent a year, and the
cost of health care is exempt from the 2-
percent Governor’s property-tax cap.

In addition how can we forget the dog
park, the MusicFest, the millions for the
Seville property here in Scotch Plains,
and so forth? This is taking place while
we reimburse our freeholders some
$31,500 a year, allowing them into our
bankrupt pension fund and possibly even
heath care.

What is wrong with these people? They
must be living on another planet. How-
ever, perhaps it is us who are lost in space,
since we keep voting them in office!

I am not the first to speak out about
this.  Mr. John Bury of Kenilworth has
written in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times and questioned certain revenue
items. Mr. Carl Swenson of Westfield
also wrote in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that “There is no excuse for raising
(county) taxes. Mr. Bruce Paterson of
Garwood wrote to the Suburban News
asking for something to be done to stop
the county actions. Mr. Richard Fortunato
wrote in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times against these outrages. Mr.
Fortunato also went as far as suggesting
that we and some of our neighboring
towns split the county in two halves.

Perhaps the British should have lis-
tened to the discontent of the taxpayers
some 200 years ago and the Americas
would not be the United States of America
today. In 2011, either Somerset or Morris
Counties may welcome our towns so we
would have an Eastern Union County and
a Western Union County.

The county has proven that they have
problems with keeping any living beings
where the county wants them to be. In
2009, despite having many highly-paid
law officers, including an Under-Sheriff,
Assemblyman and Democrat Party offi-
cial (how does he find the time?) on the
payroll, prisoners escaped from our jails,
then even knowing that an escape from
Union County was worth a walk down
Route 22, a number of horses from
Trailside made a break for it in January,
heading to Somerset County. It appears
that these horses may have the right idea.
Americans have a history of heading west
to escape persecution of many types.

Union County Freeholders take note,
those that you think that you govern or
employed by are not happy, and our voices
are being heard from a number of Union
County towns, and we are not happy with
our employees.

It should be noted that these com-
ments, ideas, etc. are mine alone, and do
not reflect any others or organizations.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Union County recently hired Bibi Tay-
lor, who was the City of Plainfield’s city
administrator, to replace retiring Direc-
tor of Finance Lawrence Caroselli. A
press release quoted Freeholder
Mirabella: “I commend our County Man-
ager for conducting an extensive search
for Director Caroselli’s replacement and
for bringing Ms. Taylor on board …”

What does extensive mean? An OPRA
request asking for documents that would
show how the county manager conducted
an extensive search to include but not be
limited to: Job postings, job applications,
résumés, correspondence with employ-
ment specialist/headhunters and county
Human Resources Department correspon-
dence with prospective employees, cor-
respondence between the county man-
ager and Freeholder Mirabella resulted in
just one document — Bibi Taylor’s
résumé.

Tina Renna
Cranford

I was delighted to learn that the
Westfield Library now has solar panels
on its roof. The library was able to get
these panels installed without any ex-
pense. The library merely had to agree to
pay for the electricity that is produced by
the panels at a rate that is less than the
going rate from the electric utility,
PSE&G.

These solar panels will last over 20
years and will provide a significant
amount of the electrical power needed by
the library. They are clearly a good ex-
ample for clean energy production and a

“win-win” for Westfield taxpayers and
the environment.

My question to the Westfield school
district and the rest of the Westfield town
government is a simple one. When will
you follow the great example set by the
Westfield Library and add solar panels to
the roofs of at least some of your build-
ings? If you think it can’t be done, then go
to the Westfield Library and learn from
their great example.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

Westfield Inspection
Station to Close April 30

AREA – On April 30, doors will shut at
low-volume Motor Vehicle Commission
inspection stations in Westfield in Union
County, Delanco in Burlington County
and Bridgeton in Cumberland County.
The remaining 26 vehicle inspection sta-
tions will end late hours. These stations
were open one day a week until 7 p.m.,
instead of the usual 4:30 p.m. closing
time. Beginning May 2, stations will close
at 4:30 p.m. every weekday.

Also, Parsons Corp., which conducts
more than one million vehicle emissions
inspections annually, will reduce its price
to the state from $21.60 per inspection to
$20.93. Michael Turner, a Parsons spokes-
man, said no other inspection stations
will be closed this year, but there will
probably be layoffs.

The moves are to save the state $17
million annually. The state’s contract with
Parsons expires in summer 2013.

Inspection stations are separate from
MVC agency locations that process li-
censes, titles and registrations. MVC
spokesman Mike Horan said there have
been “very dramatic drops in wait times”
at inspection stations since New Jersey
ended mechanical inspections in August.

Westfield was an appointment-only
station and is in a county that has two
other inspection stations (Rahway and
Plainfield.)

Kevin Brown of Service Employees
International Union Local 32BJ, said,
“Drivers will have to travel much farther
to reach another state inspection station
or go to private operators where they pay
for emissions testing and might be talked
into unneeded repairs.”

Map’s Done, Though Somewhere
There Must Be Right and Wrong

Now that New Jersey’s legislative districts map has
been settled, the whopping political energy expended can
stop. In our view, the redistricting, required every 10 years
with the U.S. Census, has resulted in little change to the
landscape.

Though all 120 state legislative seats (40 districts, each
with one Senator and two Assemblypersons) are up this
year in the November General Election, most districts are
still arranged as “safe seats” – either sure to be Democrat
or Republican.

So reformers and Independents in the state may remain
frustrated. Could it be, though, that now that the politi-
cians have their seats secure, that they may begin focusing
for real on grappling with the state’s financial malaise and
system abuse? We hope so.

Is there the political will? Can reform be achieved with
so many in power and benefactors of government en-
trenched; immersed in the gravy train – free healthcare for
life, loophole lawmakers unabashedly double-dipping,
prodigious pensions for plenty without a penny in the pot
to pay?

Whether it’s a Democrat or a Republican, some of them
are coming to realize that the ducking and dipping must
come to an end. Some of them still have no conscience, no
concept, though.

The Star-Ledger reported on a few of them this week,
just the tip of the iceberg:

The poster boy for abuse and gall this week: “Essex

County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. is simulta-
neously collecting a pension and a salary for the same
job.”

The runners up for gall this week, as reported by The
Star-Ledger, are:

“Assemblyman James Holzapfel (R-Ocean) has been
reelected four times since he technically ‘retired’ from the
Legislature in 2004. His pension is $42,787 a year. Sen.
Loretta Weinberg (D-Bergen) started collecting her
$40,746 annual pension last year after losing money in the
Madoff scheme. Assemblyman Ralph Caputo (D-Essex)
‘retired’ as Essex County freeholder in June to collect an
annual pension of $11,630.”

As Gov. Chris Christie is reported to have said this
week, …as flat-out wrong to collect pension before
leaving office; “I don’t understand how you can retire
from the job and stay in the job – Only in New Jersey.”

“It’s legal because state law lets public employees retire
while still holding elected office, as long as they previ-
ously held a different public job.”

Is it time to rid ourselves of “The Rue of Law?”
The map is done, and somewhere within it, there must

be some right and wrong.
We need “good” leadership by example. We’ve had

enough “bad” leadership by example.
We believe it’s possible to free New Jersey of

Diogenes’ cynicism, as the search for an honest man
unfolds this year.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cygnet – A young swan
2. Throe – To put in agony
3. Timarau – A small stocky Philippine

buffalo
4. Huguenot – A French Protestant of

the 16th and 17th centuries

HYPERPHASIA
1. Condition marked by long periods

of memory loss
2. In a hypnotic state
3. Abnormal sensitivity of the skin or

some sense organ
4. Loss of the control of speech

LYSSOPHOBIA
1. An abnormal fear of becoming in-

sane
2. Fear of speaking
3. Abnormal fear of caves; fear of

being confined
4. Fear of wide open spaces

HOURI
1. A bitter plant of the mint family,

with white, downy leaves
2. A nymph of paradise or a seduc-

tively beautiful woman
3. An hour
4. An Egyptian hawk-headed god

CYTOLOGY
1. The study of deformities, especially

that of monstrosities
2. The branch of biology dealing with

the preservation of cells through freezing
3. A branch of biology dealing with the

structure, function and history of cells
4. The branch of medicine dealing with

the study of white blood cells and related
diseases

School Budget Discussions Restrict Number of Board
Members Otherwise Meetings Would Need to Be Public

During my campaign for the school
board, I have been enlightened by a num-
ber of things. First, the number of rules,
regulations and policies that the state and
federal governments thrust upon the dis-
trict are extensive, and sometimes they
are thrown at us at the very last minute.
Second, we not appear to leverage the
community residents perhaps as much as
we could. Third, too many of the resi-
dents are not engaged enough in the
schools.

The issue about rules and regulations
is not something that we can do much
about. Sure, we can lobby our politicians
for the major issues and we need to do
more of that, especially when it comes to
state aid and the timeliness by which we
get that information, but on most other
topics we are going to have to deal with
them. I do think, however, that the board
can do more to explain to residents about
the rules that are imposed upon us and
how they impact the decisions that the
board makes. That might quiet down some
of the complaints that many of us have.

I have learned that many of the things
that I would like to change in fact we
can’t, because of the rules. I would liked
to have had the Finance Committee in-
clude all members of the board because
of how important it is, but we cannot do
that because committees cannot have more
than four people on them (cannot be more
than a majority of the board) or else those

meetings need to be considered open and
public meetings and for this kind of work-
ing session, that would not make much
sense. We do need to find a way to better
leverage all members of the board, even
if they are not on the Finance Committee.

Westfield is very lucky to have a broad
array of talented residents. If I am elected
to the board, I would like us to work more
closely with the people in town who work
in the financial sector and see if they can
help us find alternative ways to generate
revenues for the schools. I would work
with the board to create the Westfield
Education Forum – Financing our schools
for the future, which would be part one of
a series of working sessions with resi-
dents across the town who have an inter-
est in the schools and who are open to
creative ways to finance them in the fu-
ture.

This would be followed by a similar
working session which focused on the
expense side of the district, hopefully
bringing new and creative ways of better
utilizing the funds that we have available
to us. I understand that we leverage the
community for strategic planning ses-
sions from time to time, but this forum
would be different. The game plan would
be to brainstorm (all ideas are good ones
for these sessions) and see if we can find
one, just one, great idea that would help
us offset reduced state aid and would help
with growing enrollments and old facili-

ties.
Finally, we need to get more people

interested in the school board and the
many challenges that we face, and we
need to get them involved much earlier
on their way into town. I have met many
young families during meet-and-greet
sessions, and although I am not sure why
I am surprised (I was the same way when
I moved into town and had my kids), but
many of them really have no idea what
the issues are, how they could impact
their kids and why they need to have a
voice.

I would like to work with the board to
start a “New to Town” program that
reaches out to either new residents with
children, or kindergarten parents, and
helps to better inform them of what is
going on. As I have said before, this is a
two-way street. The district needs to in-
form, but the residents need to want to
listen. Please listen; this is important stuff.
It is about the future of our kids.

Please support me on Election Day,
April 27, 2011 in my bid for a seat on the
school board. You can follow me on
Facebook or write me at
Voteforfriedman@gmail.com to express
issues or concerns.

Mark Friedman
Candidate for Westfield BOE

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425

North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, (908) 527-4000
George Devanney, Mgr.

gdevanney@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

sdelia@ucnj.org
Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair

dscanlon@ucnj.org


