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BADGE OF HONOR...Summit Police Chief Robert Lucid, right,was named
Public Safety  Official of the Year at the Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Mayors Dinner. He is flanked by Mike Raimonde, executive vice-
president of Provident Bank, left, and Eric Segal, chief executive officer of
Security Business Solutions. Alsob honored was Clark administrator John Laezza.
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Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

Swenson & Sons
Electrical Contractors

“Just Good Old-Time Service”

• Established in 1928

• All Electrical Services

• Sump Pump Installation Too

Liberal Financing Terms (In House)
in These Difficult Times

908-654-7799

Call Carl.....You’ll be Glad You did.

www.swensonandsons.com

908-276-9000

License # 4309

McCormick Announces
Run for Senate in Dist. 22

STATE – Lisa McCormick, of
Rahway, announced that she would
be the Democrats for Change candi-
date for state Senate in the 22nd Leg-
islative District against incumbent
Senator Nick Scutari (D-Linden). She
released the following campaign
statement.

“America should make corporate
tax dodgers pay their fair share of the
cost for society so that middle-class
families can get the relief they de-
serve. Riding record profits and tax-
payer-funded bailouts as the rest of
us wait for the job market to recover
from a financial crisis created in cor-
porate board rooms, nearly two-thirds
of U.S. corporations don’t pay any
income taxes. Opting to abuse tax
loopholes and offshore tax havens,
economy these corporations are aban-
doning their responsibility and cheat-
ing everyone who plays by the rules.

“According to a study from the
non-partisan Government Account-
ability Office, 83 of the top 100 pub-
licly traded corporations that operate
in the U.S. exploit corporate tax ha-
vens. Since 2009, America’s most
profitable companies such as
ExxonMobil, General Electric, Bank
of America and Citigroup, all paid a
grand total of zero dollars in federal
income taxes to Uncle Sam.

“Up to $1 trillion in tax revenue is
lost every decade to tax havens, al-
though that money could be invested
in K-12 education, colleges, public
health, job creation and hundreds of
other worthy public programs.

Middle-class workers are paying to
subsidize corporate profits.

“Sixty-three of the 100 largest pub-
licly traded federal contractors in fis-
cal year 2007 reported having sub-
sidiaries in foreign jurisdictions that
allowed them to escape their tax ob-
ligations. In addition to paying zero
taxes, General Electric is charging
the IRS $3.2 billion after making
more than $14 billion in profit. It’s
madness.

“Instead of contributing a fair
share of the taxes, companies like
Verizon are paying off politicians to
allow them to jack up rates for eld-
erly and poor phone subscribers,”
said Ms. McCormick, who noted
that legislation that would have al-
lowed senior phone bills to double
was sponsored by Union County
politicians by Senator Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth) and Assemblyman
Joe Cryan (D-20, Union).

“It’s time for ordinary Americans
to fight back and demand an end to
the corporate tax avoidance. If you
want a tax break, you have to make
sure big businesses are paying a fair
share by electing new leadership be-
cause Ray Lesniak’s gang of crooked
politicians is working for the other
side,” the candidate continued.

The 22nd Legislative District in-
cludes Clark, Dunellen, Fanwood,
Green Brook, Linden, Middlesex,
North Plainfield, Plainfield, Rahway,
Scotch Plains, and Winfield. Details
about her candidacy may be obtained
at lisa.njdems.com.

INNOVATIVE DESIGN...K. Peter Yu, center, of Westfield, president of Elmwood
Park-based Yu & Associates, Inc., stands next to his company’s design of the
parking facilities at Yankee Stadium, which won the American Council of Engi-
neering Companies (ACEC) - New York 2011 ACEC New York Diamond Award.
Also pictured is vice-president Andrew Leung, right, and Giuliano Giudici, senior
project manager.

Resident Honored for Design of
 Yankee Stadium Parking Facilities

WESTFIELD — The American
Council of Engineering Companies
(ACEC) – New York presented YU
and Associates, Inc. of Elmwood Park
with a 2011 ACEC New York Dia-
mond Award for Engineering Excel-
lence in recognition of its design and
construction of the parking and sports
facilities at the new Yankee Stadium.
K. Peter Yu of Westfield is president
of the company.

The project also earned the presti-
gious National Recognition Award in
the ACEC 2011 Engineering Excel-
lence Awards competition. The suc-
cessful application of “soil freeze” –
a gain in pile capacity over time – in
foundation piles driven to sand for
this project would encourage
geotechnical engineers to use this
design concept for future projects as
it can prevent the unnecessary waste
of materials and allow for substantial
cost savings in construction.

Three independent parking garages
(garages A, B and C) were built to
meet the high parking demand, relieve
traffic congestion, and improve air
quality resulting from events at the
new Yankee Stadium. The three park-
ing garages have added over 3,100
parking spaces to the neighborhood.
A park and sports facility was con-
structed on the roof level of Garage A.

YU and Associates (YU) was the
engineer-of-record for the project in
the disciplines of Geotechnical, Civil
and Environmental Engineering. As
the Geotechnical and Civil Engineer-
of-Record, YU faced different engi-
neering challenges such as proximity
of existing infrastructure including
subway lines, both elevated and be-
low grade; a busy vehicular viaduct,
and underground utilities; complex
soil conditions above a sloping bed-
rock; impact upon nearby public fa-
cilities; aggressive construction
schedules and complex logistics tied
closely to the seasons’ opening dates
for the Yankees; and stormwater man-

agement requirements.
The award was presented at a cer-

emony held March 26 and  attended by
800 people at The Waldorf Astoria
grand ballroom in New York City.

Freeholder Panel Concludes
Dept. Budget  Hearings

By PAUL  PEYTON and MAGGIE FRAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Freeholders fiscal affairs committee
has concluded its budget hearings with
department heads as the board final-
ized its $481 million budget last week.

Brian Riordan, director of correc-
tions, proposed a budget of $44.3 mil-
lion. Of the total, $26.2 million is for
salaries, a $2.5 million hike over 2010.

“The reason for that increase is pre-
dominantly because of a contractual
stipulation that we entered into with
your agreement for the correctional
officers union when we allowed them
to roll in their holiday pay into their
salaries,” Mr. Riordan said.

Doing the math, Freeholder Al
Mirabella, fiscal affairs committee
chairman, said the salary bump ac-
counts for $1 million of the department’s
increase. Mr. Riordan  explained that
under the contract, officers were paid
time-and-a-half if they worked on
holidays. If they did overtime on a
holiday or it was their day off or they
were working a double-shift, they re-
ceived double time and a half. He
said these contractually obligations
significantly increased overtime pay.

“So the rolling of the holidays to
every member being paid for holidays
at a straight time rate is monetarily
beneficial than the old situation we
had. It’s going to save us money from
year to year,” he said.

Mr. Riordan told the freeholders to
budget for $5.8 million in overtime this
year, a $300,000 reduction from last
year. In addition, Mr. Riordan said he
intends to eliminate two captains posi-
tions, with salaries of $124,000 each
excluding overtime, through attrition
over the next year.

He said the jail “has experienced a
severe decline in jail revenue” as the
result of a drop of $3 million in from the
state Department of Corrections from
two years ago. The state has been pull-
ing state inmates out of county jails “at
much greater rate” than previous years,
Mr. Riordan said.

The Department of Administrative
Services, which includes motor ve-
hicles, personnel management includ-
ing insurance policies and labor rela-
tions and purchasing, presented a $9-
million budget , up $305,500 over 2010.

Freeholder Angel Estrada questioned
why the motor vehicle division’s other
expenses line item has jumped $300,000
to over $4 million. Elizabeth Genievich,
department director, said an increase in
gasoline prices, specifically diesel fuel,
was the primary reason for the jump.

During a March 29 meeting at the

Park Madison Building in Plainfield,
the Department Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities, Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, and Human Services
presented budget proposals. The engi-
neering, public works and facilities budget
is $16.9 million, down $2.5 million from
2010. Tom Mineo, county engineer, said
recycling and park maintenance now fall
under the department’s administrative re-
sponsibilities. The department com-
pleted 2,667 work orders, maintained
176 roads, 146 major and 230 minor
bridge inspections and repairs last year.

In his report, Department of Parks and
Community Renewal Department Di-
rector Alfred Faella said department’s
revenue stream in 2010 increased by over
$1.2 million “primarily coming from
golf.” The county signed a five-year con-
tract with Illinois-based KemperSports
in 2009 to manage its remaining two
county-owned golf courses. The
department’s overall budget for 2011 is
$11.2 million.

A revenue maker for the county, the
golf courses at Galloping Hill and
Ashbrook, brought 15,000 rounds of
golf in 2010. The goal for program’s
future is to host a major golf open, the
first for a public course in New Jersey,
according to Armando Sanchez, who
was hired by the county two years ago
to oversee the development of the
county’s golf courses.

Mr. Faella said one shared service
initiative planned for 2011 is investi-
gating with Verizon phone service to
offer municipalities the choice to
route their phone calls through the
county switch board through voice
over Internet protocol (VOIP), but
have a separate phone bill mailed to
them for accounting purposes so the
towns can have a lower phone call
rate since the county makes more
phone calls daily than most towns in
Union County.

“A decision hasn’t been made yet.
We are waiting for the final report from
Verizon. If it’s worth it, the process will
begin in the next month to three months
and will take up to a year to complete,”
Financial Control Director Kathleen
Villaggio said.

Frank Guzzo, who heads up the De-
partment of Human Services with a
budget of $49.7 million, said his goal
for 2011 is to “maintain core services
for our most vulnerable citizens.” With
the state continuing to cut funding in
the area of human services, depart-
ments like human services have “more
pushing down on the counties as a
result of the state cuts,” Mr. Guzzo said.
The department’s budget is up $1 mil-
lion over last year.

Pistol Range Safety
Course Offered

SPRINGIELD — The Union
County Sheriff’s Office will offer a
half-hour orientation/safety course to
members of the public who would
like to use the Union County Sheriff’s
Office Pistol Range. The firearms
facility will be open to the public on
Sundays beginning May 1.

A valid firearms identification card
and a valid form of photo identifica-
tion are required in order to attend the
orientation/safety course, which is
mandatory for anyone wishing to use
the range. Upon completion of the
course, participants will receive a
Union County Sheriff’s Office Pistol
Range Safety Card, which must be
presented during each visit to the range.

The range orientation/safety course
will be held on April 14, 18, 21 and 25
at 7 p.m. at the Union County Sheriff’s
Office Pistol Range, located at 301
Shunpike Road in Springfield. The
course will also be offered on the first
Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. at
the range. No class will be held in
July. The fee for the course and safety
identification card is $20 for Union
County residents and $10 for county
senior citizens and youths between
12 and 17. These fees do not include
range time, which is $10 an hour. The
range will be open for public use on
Sundays from noon until 5 p.m.  be-
ginning in May. Shooters must pro-
vide their own targets, target frame/
hanger and ammunition. Handguns
are not to be greater than .45 in cali-
ber. Magnum ammunition is not al-
lowed. Only rifles of .22 caliber may
be used. For information,  call  (908)
273-1129.


