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344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Residential/Commercial 
House/Building/Fence/Deck/Driveways
Walkways/Patios  Restoration Staining & Painting
                       
           

   
Mulch   Topsoil Sod/Seed  Decorative Stone Ponds/Waterfalls 
Drainage Piping  Outside Lighting  Holiday Lighting. 

                                         
Lawn Cutting (Weekly or Bi-Weekly  Spring / Fall Clean Ups 
Pruning & Trimming  Weeding Flower Bed's  Edging Flower Beds  

        
Plant Installation Hard Scaping   Retaining Walls  
Block/Railroad & Landscape ties

Brush & Field Cutting   Gutter Clean Outs  
Debris Removal Tree Removal  Grading Off  Yard Areas
De-thatching   Aerating  Overseeding

25% OFF 15% OFF

kbullapm@gmail.com

20% OFF

2011 Season Special

25% OFF

g

ting.

reas kbullapm@gmail com

FIREWOOD
Cord or 1/2 Cord  Pick Up or Delivery 

Residential / Commercial 

Act Now For Summer Special Discounts 

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIREFIGHTER FAREWELL...County firefighters salute as the fire engine
carrying the casket of fellow Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione passes by the
Westfield firehouse last Friday. Mr. Maglione, a 12-year veteran of the force, lost
his battle with cancer on March 29.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAFFODIL DAZE...On Sunday, daffodils formed a colorful path lining both
sides of the winding walkway of this Dorian Road home in Westfield.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING FLING....This family took to the swings at LaGrande Park in Fanwood
to enjoy the spring weather on Sunday.

the costs.”
“This is another example of the

Trenton administration, Governor
Chris Christie, having wrong priori-
ties, which includes cutting taxes to
millionaires, hurting our most vul-
nerable citizens and pushing the costs
on the backs of local property tax-
payers,” Mr. Hudak said.

He said state funding cuts have
included a reduction from $4 million
to $1 million in funds for retaining
state prisoners at the county jail from
2009 levels and a reduction in fund-
ing to Runnells Specialized Hospital,
resulting in a $7.5-million funding
deficit over two years, including a $3
million shortfall this year.

“This budget meets the [2-percent]
cap. It maintains public safety, health,
education and other crucial services
that keep our quality of life in Union
County great,” Mr. Hudak said.

Mr. Devanney said the county is
“still waiting” for the “tool kit” from
Trenton to assist controlling costs.
“Not only are we still waiting for the
‘tool kit,’ but there is no way the
county could have anticipated that
the state was going to deal us a $10-
million blow on top of it,” Mr.
Devanney stated.

He said if the county had not had its
funding cut $10 million by the state,
this year’s tax levy would have in-
creased $3.8 million, or 1.4 percent,
over 2010.

“I believe this budget is a good
budget. There were circumstances
that were beyond our control. But
we’ve been diligent and we are able
to adopt a budget which is still within
[2-percent] cap and we are still able
to provide services to the residents
that they expect from county govern-
ment,” Mr. Devanney said.

In response to the budget, Summit
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Freeholder Tax Increase Redistricting Changes LD21;
Dist. 22 to Remain Same

Councilman Thomas Getzendanner
asked the board to consider cutting
the amount raised through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund by $6 million to
$5.5 million as a means to help prop-
erty taxpayers. He said Summit pays
9.6 percent of the county’s total tax
levy behind Elizabeth, 11.5 percent,
and Westfield, 10.2.

“It wouldn’t be permanent; if you
just cut [the tax] in half, you still
would be in business. It doesn’t dry up
entirely, as you would be raising about
five-and-a-half million dollars instead
of 11-and-a-half million dollars,” Mr.
Getzendanner said. He said the aver-
age assessed home in Summit pays
$138 a year in open space taxes.

In response, Mr. Devanney said the
open space tax was imposed through
a voter-approved referendum “and
therefore the only means by which
there can be a chance is through voter
referendum.”

“I would argue that it’s been a
program that has benefited all 21
municipalities and helped in the qual-
ity of life and recreation throughout
this county…and that it’s a worth-
while program to continue,” Mr.
Devanney said.

He said the fund has been used to
rehabilitate fields and playgrounds,
obtain new parklands, dredge lakes and
provide grants for the historic preser-
vation of buildings in municipalities.

John Bury of Kenilworth said the
fund includes $2 million in salaries
along with long-term debt. “You
pretty much have most of it (funding)
used any way so it’s (idea of cutting
fund in half) useless,” Mr. Bury added.

Jim Buettner of Cranford ques-
tioned the board on why freeholders
were giving 650 employees upon re-
tirement health care coverage for life.
As a self-employed county resident,
he said, he pays health insurance pre-
miums of $1,000 per month.

“That’s [lifetime benefits] a dream
for me. That’s one that I will never
obtain. I will be paying for my health
insurance to the day I die or until I am
eligible for Medicaid,” Mr. Buettner
said. “It’s an extravagance that I don’t
think the taxpayers can afford.”

Mr. Devanney said eight public
employee unions had their wages fro-
zen in 2010, with three unions having
a salary freeze this year, while non-
union workers have gone three years
without a pay raise.

“Let me point out that this state,
and at least 18 other counties, offer
this benefit to all their
employees…Union County negoti-
ated this...We were able to get our
unions and our employees to agree to
0-percent raises and that has enabled
us to put money aside to be able to
fund [retirement] benefits,” Mr.
Devanney said. “I think that is some-
thing we all should be proud of and
hold our heads up high.”

On another matter, the board ap-
proved a four-year union contract
with Operating Engineers Local 68.
Joseph Salemme, who handled nego-
tiations for the county, said the deal is
for 2009 through 2012 and includes
raises of 3 percent in the first year, no
increases in the second and third years
and 2.5 percent in the fourth year.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — The state’s reappor-
tionment commission approved a new
legislative map submitted by Democrats
over a Republican map in a 6-5 vote with
Rutgers public policy professor Alan
Rosenthal casting the tie-breaking vote.
Overall, Union County will be repre-
sented by three districts – District 20, 21
and 22 – instead of four. District 29 will
no longer include Union County.

Locally, District 21 remains a strong
GOP district with four new towns. Moved
out of the district are Chatham Township,
Madison, Harding and Millburn. Added
to the district are Bernards Township and
Far Hills from Somerset County, Chatham
Borough of Morris County and
Kenilworth from Union County.

The other towns in District 21 are:
Berkeley Heights, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Springfield, Summit and Westfield
from Union County; Long Hill from
Morris County and Warren Township
and Watchung from Somerset County.
The district is represented by Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield), Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-Westfield) and
Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-Summit).

When word spread that the Democrat
created map had been chosen, state Demo-
cratic Chairman John Wisniewski (D-
Middlesex) said in an e-mail to support-
ers, “This is a monumental victory for our
party and its time to celebrate with Demo-
crats from across New Jersey.”

Under the GOP map, District 21 would
have included the Union County towns of
Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
New Providence, Rahway, Springfield,
Summit and Westfield; Watchung from
Somerset County, and the Morris County
communities of Long Hill, Chatham
Township, Mendham Township and
Mendham Borough.

“We think the Republican map was
much more competitive,” Asm. Bramnick
said, noting Mr. Rosenthal “believes in
stability in the Legislature” and thus sup-
ported protecting incumbent lawmakers.

Under the newly approved map, Dis-
trict 22, represented by Senator Nick
Scutari (D-Linden), Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-Fanwood) and Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-Plainfield) was
left unchanged. The district includes
Clark, Fanwood, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and Winfield from
Union County; Dunellen, Green Brook,
Middlesex Borough, and North Plainfield
from Middlesex County.

The other Union County district, Dis-
trict 20, will now include Elizabeth, Hill-
side, Union and Roselle. The district is
represented by Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
Elizabeth), Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
(D-Union) and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-Elizabeth).

“I think it (newly approved map) is a
great map for Union County,” said Union
County Democratic Chairwoman Char-
lotte DeFilippo. She specifically noted
that Hillside would be back among Union
County towns in legislative representa-
tion for the first time in 20 years.

“Overall, there has been little change
in terms of the representation of Union
County,” Ms. DeFilippo said.

She said the statewide map is “a lot
more balanced than the Republican map.”
Speaking of the Republican efforts, Ms.
DeFilippo said of the GOP, “I don’t think
they put their best step forward” in de-
signing a map that enhanced African-
American and Hispanic representation in
the state Legislature.

“Two elections out of 10 doesn’t set
patterns and practices in our state,” Ms.
DeFilippo said, noting the GOP victories
over the last decade.

Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin said, “It is disappointing to
see [District] 22 stay 100 percent intact.”

Under the map put forward by Repub-
licans, District 22 would have included
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield in
Union County, Dunellen and Middlesex
Borough in Middlesex County and the
Somerset County towns of Green Brook,
Warren, Bound Brook, Bridgewater and
Manville. Mr. Morin said the map would
have leaned Republican.

Despite the DEM map, Mr. Morin feels
the GOP remains competitive in District
22, having run close races in 2007 and
2009. Despite a 3-1 advantage by Demo-
crats in registration in the district, he said
Republicans’ percentage of voter turnout
has been better in the district.

“The game changer is having a Repub-
lican governor,” said Mr. Morin, noting
the increase in fundraising the Governor
can generate for the party.

Essex County will also see some
changes under the new map in its repre-
sentation at the Statehouse. District 27
will now include Caldwell, East Hanover,
Essex Fells, Florham Park, Maplewood,
Millburn, Roseland, South Orange and
West Orange from Essex County and the
Morris County communities of Chatham
Township, Harding and Madison, as Or-
ange and a section of Newark have been
moved to other districts. Newark and
Jersey City (Hudson County), previously
spread out among three districts each, are
now split among two districts.

Asw. Stender said Union County did
not see any significant population shifts
in the latest U.S. Census and, thus, its
districts did not see much change. “I feel
the overall outcome supports what Demo-
crats have been saying about the state’s
population [changes],” Asw. Stender said,
adding that despite Republican Governor
Chris Christie’s victory in 2009, New
Jersey is still a “Democratic state.”

Like Asw. Stender, Sen. Scutari said
District 22 has not seen much overgrowth
or undergrowth in population fluctua-
tions over the last 10 years. He said there
will be some areas of the state that will
now be more competitive.

The GOP plan would have placed
Union Township in District 27 with
Irvington, Maplewood, South Orange,
West Orange, Verona and Roseland, thus
placing Democrats Sen. Codey and As-
semblyman John McKeon of West Or-
ange, Assemblywoman Mila Jasey of
South Orange and Assemblyman Cryan
in the same district. District 20 would
have included Elizabeth, Hillside, Lin-
den and Roselle Park, pitting DEM Sena-
tors Lesniak and Scutari together.

“We would have preferred the Repub-
lican map, but we are ready to engage [in
the fall campaign],” Mr. Bramnick said.

Maggie Fram for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREEHOLDER TAX INCREASE...Freeholders Linda Carter (Plainfield) and
Angel Estrada (Elizabeth) discuss the county budget during a forum last week in
Plainfield.

Mountainside Water Main
Improvements in the Works

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – During
Tuesday’s Mountainside Borough
Council meeting, New Jersey Ameri-
can Water Company made a presen-
tation regarding a water project that
is on the table. The project involves
water main cleaning and rehabilita-
tion. The primary goals would be to
update water mains from the original
ones, some dating back to the 1930s
and 1940s, and to clean and align
them.

The project would consist of open-
ing street ends and scraping out de-
bris that has collected in the pipes,
which restrict water flow. The ce-
ment lining inside the mains would
be inspected, and corroded sections
would be replaced. New hydrants with
better water flow would be added.

The representatives explained that
the biggest infrastructure issue is
under the roads where the mains are
located.

The project would call for opening
a series of roads throughout the bor-
ough such as Route 22, Central Av-
enue, a complete trench opening on
Beech Avenue and seven openings on
Summit Road. The company assured
the council that it would employ infra-
red technology for asphalt patching.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli asked the
representatives if it was possible to
install the new mains under front
lawns as opposed to under the roads.
The water company explained that it

would still have to dig up driveway
entries and it would create more work.
Digging up the road saves time and
money in the long run, according to
the company.

The company would like to start
digging in the beginning of May in
the areas away from the school, and
work on the roads near the school
after school closes.

One concern the council had was
how the digging and patching would
affect the condition of the roads in the
long run. The water company ex-
plained that the infrared patching
pavement method heats up asphalt to
blend with the existing pavement to
give a smooth patch and almost invis-
ible seam. The pavement mixture
solidifies like stone and prevents
cracking, holes and sinking.

New Jersey American Water Co.
emphasized its desire to eliminate
the amount of water being wasted. It
also targeted project areas where cus-
tomer complaints were highest, and
where fire flow protection needed
improvement. The company repre-
sentatives said that customers would
see an improvement in water pres-
sure and flow in their homes, plus
better water quality.

The council requested that it be
given at least a two-and-a-half-year
guarantee on the work before offi-
cials make their decision.

On other matters, authorization will
be given to advertise for bids on pot-
hole repairs, with a spending amount
of $25,000. Also, the pool conces-
sion contract was awarded to B&K
Concession. Authorization also was
given to the finance officer to pur-
chase savings bonds for the Deerfield
School graduation class valedicto-
rian in the amount of $300, and the
salutatorian in the amount of $200.
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anticipated construction code fees,
$2.24 million in miscellaneous rev-
enue and $14,216,120 in property tax
revenue. Nearly $2.4 million of sur-
plus will be used to balance the bud-
get, Mr. Marion said.

The tax rate for municipal pur-
poses will decline to $1.431 per $100
of assessed value from $1.518 last
year, meaning that the average as-
sessed home of $122,100 would see a
tax decrease to $1,747 from $1,853.
Adding in the library’s expenditures,
the total municipal tax rate will rise
to 13.4-cents to $1.565, adding an
additional $163 to the average as-
sessed home’s tax bill. In sum, the
average tax bill would rise by about
$57.

On the expenditure side of the led-
ger, total salaries and wages for mu-
nicipal employees are set to increase
by $84,004, or 0.36 percent, accord-
ing to Mr. Marion’s proposal. Other
expenses are slated to decrease by
0.64 percent.

At Tuesday’s meeting, the council
briefly reviewed the budgets for the
construction, police and fire depart-
ments, with Construction Official
Robert LaCosta, Police Chief Brian
Mahoney and Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis on hand to answer questions.
The council will hold another budget
session on Monday, April 11 and Mr.
Marion said the plan is to introduce
the 2011 budget on Wednesday, April
20 and hold a public hearing and vote
on Wednesday, May 18.
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