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I can help you get the coverage you need.
People  who  switched  to  Allstate  saved
money  and  got  more  protection.  Which
means  they’re  better  prepared  for  the
mayhem  that  can  happen  everywhere.  So
don’t wait! Call me today.

Call or stop by for a free quote.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Coverage  and  savings  based  on  policy  features  selected  and  are  subject  to  terms,  conditions  and
availability.   Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2010
Allstate Insurance Company

344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Residential/Commercial 
House/Building/Fence/Deck/Driveways
Walkways/Patios  Restoration Staining & Painting
                       
           

   
Mulch   Topsoil Sod/Seed  Decorative Stone Ponds/Waterfalls 
Drainage Piping  Outside Lighting  Holiday Lighting. 

                                         
Lawn Cutting (Weekly or Bi-Weekly  Spring / Fall Clean Ups 
Pruning & Trimming  Weeding Flower Bed's  Edging Flower Beds  

        
Plant Installation Hard Scaping   Retaining Walls  
Block/Railroad & Landscape ties

Brush & Field Cutting   Gutter Clean Outs  
Debris Removal Tree Removal  Grading Off  Yard Areas
De-thatching   Aerating  Overseeding

25% OFF 15% OFF

kbullapm@gmail.com

20% OFF

2011 Season Special

25% OFF

g

ting.

reas kbullapm@gmail com

FIREWOOD
Cord or 1/2 Cord  Pick Up or Delivery 

Residential / Commercial 

Act Now For Summer Special Discounts 

Photo courtesy of MaryAnn and Tony Cusano
GOOD READ…MaryAnn and Tony Cusano of Mountainside recently took a trip
to Key West, Fla. and brought along a copy of The Westfield Leader to read.

Trenton administration, Governor
Chris Christie, having wrong priori-
ties, which includes cutting taxes to
millionaires, hurting our most vul-
nerable citizens and pushing the costs
on the backs of local property tax-
payers,” Mr. Hudak said.

He said state funding cuts have
included a reduction from $4 million
to $1 million in funds for retaining
state prisoners at the county jail from
2009 levels and a reduction in fund-
ing to Runnells Specialized Hospital
resulting in a $7.5-million funding
deficit over two years including a $3
million shortfall this year.

“This budget meets the [2-percent]
cap. It maintains public safety, health,
education and other crucial services
that keep our quality of life in Union
County great,” Mr. Hudak said.

Mr. Devanney said the county is
“still waiting” for the “tool kit” from
Trenton to assist controlling costs.
“Not only are we still waiting for the
‘tool kit,’ but there is no way the
county could have anticipated that
the state was going to deal us a $10-
million blow on top of it,” Mr.
Devanney stated.

He said if the county had not had
its funding cut $10 million by the
state, this year’s tax levy would
have increased $3.8 million, or 1.4
percent, over 2010.

“I believe this budget is a good
budget. There were circumstances that
were beyond our control. But we’ve
been diligent and we are able to adopt
a budget which is still within [2-per-
cent] cap and we are still able to pro-
vide services to the residents that they
expect from county government,” Mr.
Devanney said.

In response to the budget, Sum-
mit Councilman Thomas
Getzendanner asked the board to
consider cutting the amount raised
through the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic
Trust Fund by $6 million to $5.5
million as a means to help property
taxpayers. He said Summit pays

9.6 percent of the county’s total tax
levy behind Elizabeth, 11.5 per-
cent, and Westfield, 10.2.

“It wouldn’t be permanent; if you
just cut [the tax] in half, you still
would be in business. It doesn’t dry
up entirely, as you would be raising
about five-and-a-half-million dol-
lars instead of 11-and-a-half-mil-
lion dollars,” Mr. Getzendanner
said. He said the average assessed
home in Summit pays $138 a year
in open space taxes.

In response, Mr. Devanney said
the open space tax was imposed
through a voter-approved referen-
dum “and therefore the only means
by which there can be a chance is
through voter referendum.”

“I would argue that it’s been a
program that has benefited all 21
municipalities and helped in the
quality of life and recreation
throughout this county…and that
it’s a worthwhile program to con-
tinue,” Mr. Devanney said.

He said the fund has been used to
rehabilitate fields and playgrounds,
obtain new parklands, dredge lakes
and provide grants for the historic
preservation of buildings in mu-
nicipalities.

John Bury of Kenilworth said the
fund includes $2 million in salaries
along with long-term debt. “You
pretty much have most of it (fund-
ing) used any way so it’s (idea of
cutting fund in half) useless,” Mr.
Bury added.

Jim Buettner of Cranford ques-
tioned the board on why the free-
holders were giving employees upon
retirement health care coverage for
life for 650 employees. As a self-
employed county resident he said
he pays health insurance premiums
of $1,000 per month.

“That’s [lifetime benefits] a
dream for me. That’s one that I will
never obtain. I will be paying for
my health insurance to the day I die
or until I am eligible for Medicaid,”
Mr. Buettner said. “It’s an extrava-
gance that I don’t think the taxpay-
ers can afford.”

Mr. Devanney said eight public
employee unions had their wages
frozen in 2010, with three unions
having a salary freeze this year, while
non-union workers have gone three
years without a pay raise.

“Let me point out that this state,
and at least 18 other counties, offer
this benefit to all their
employees…Union County negoti-
ated this and in exchange for it we
were able to get our unions and our
employees to agree to 0-percent
raises and that has enabled us to put
money aside to be able to fund [retir-
ement] benefits,” Mr. Devanney said.
“I think that is something we all
should be proud of and hold our
heads up high.”

On another matter, the board ap-
proved a four-year contract with the
Operating Engineers Local 68 union.
Joseph Salemme, who handles labor
negotiations for the county, said the
deal is for years 2009 through 2012
and includes raises of 3 percent in
the first year, no increases in the
second and third years and 2.5 per-
cent in the fourth year.
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Freeholders Blame Trenton

John Boehm, director of mainte-
nance operations at the apartment
complex run by Legow Management,
said he arrived on the scene at 4:30
a.m. “Right now, I’m committed to
getting power restored to the other
building,” he told The Leader and
The Times. “The fire department looks
out for everybody,” he said, referring
to the fact that power was turned off
to the four apartments on the oppo-
site side of the firewall.

He stated that after being inside,
the infrastructure “looks bad,” stat-
ing that the floor of the two upstairs
apartments was almost totally de-
stroyed and the roof is entirely gone.

Ms. Concannon stated that although

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Apartment Fire
the Red Cross cannot accept dona-
tions of food and clothing for the
victims, those who wish to help can
make monetary contributions by vis-
iting NJRedCross.org. She stated that,
hopefully, a local church or school
will set up a drop-off site to accept
donations of food and clothing for
the victims.

While Westfield firefighters were
at the scene, mutual aid at headquar-
ters was received from Clark, which
brought an engine; Roselle Park,
which provided a ladder engine, and
Scotch Plains, which brought an en-
gine. A Union County mutual aid
coordinator also was at headquarters
in the event of a fire, as firefighters
were at the site until approximately
10:30 a.m.

For an accurate on-the-scene re-
port of the fire and additional photos,
visit njfirefighting.com/forum/topics/
w e s t f i e l d - 3 a l a r m -
apartment?xg_source=facebook.

Redistricting Changes LD21;
Dist. 22 to Remain Same

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — The state’s reapportion-
ment commission approved a new legisla-
tive map submitted by Democrats over a
Republican map in a 6-5 vote with Rutgers
public policy professor Alan Rosenthal
casting the tie-breaking vote. Overall, Union
County will be represented by three dis-
tricts – District 20, 21 and 22 – instead of
four. District 29 will no longer include
Union County.

Locally, District 21 remains a strong
GOP district with four new towns. Moved
out of the district are Chatham Township,
Madison, Harding and Millburn. Added to
the district are Bernards Township and Far
Hills from Somerset County, Chatham Bor-
ough of Morris County and Kenilworth
from Union County.

The other towns in District 21 are: Ber-
keley Heights, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Springfield, Summit and Westfield
from Union County; Long Hill from Morris
County and Warren Township and
Watchung from Somerset County. The dis-
trict is represented by Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-Westfield), Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-Westfield) and Asw. Nancy
Munoz (R-Summit).

When word spread that the Democrat
created map had been chosen, state Demo-
cratic Chairman John Wisniewski (D-
Middlesex) said in an e-mail to supporters,
“This is a monumental victory for our party
and its time to celebrate with Democrats
from across New Jersey.”

Under the GOP map, District 21 would
have included the Union County towns of
Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, Rahway, Springfield, Summit
and Westfield; Watchung from Somerset
County, and the Morris County communi-
ties of Long Hill, Chatham Township,
Mendham Township and Mendham Bor-
ough.

“We think the Republican map was much
more competitive,” Asm. Bramnick said,
noting Mr. Rosenthal “believes in stability
in the Legislature” and thus supported pro-
tecting incumbent lawmakers.

Under the newly approved map, District
22, represented by Senator Nick Scutari (D-
Linden), Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-Fanwood) and Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-Plainfield) was left unchanged.
The district includes Clark, Fanwood, Lin-
den, Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch Plains and
Winfield from Union County; Dunellen,
Green Brook, Middlesex Borough, and
North Plainfield from Middlesex County.

The other Union County district, District
20, will now include Elizabeth, Hillside,
Union and Roselle. The district is repre-
sented by Senator Ray Lesniak (D-Eliza-
beth), Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-
Union) and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-Elizabeth).

“I think it (newly approved map) is a
great map for Union County,” said Union
County Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFilippo. She specifically noted that Hill-
side would be back among Union County
towns in legislative representation for the
first time in 20 years.

“Overall, there has been little change in
terms of the representation of Union

County,” Ms. DeFilippo said.
She said the statewide map is “a lot more

balanced than the Republican map.” Speak-
ing of the Republican efforts, Ms. DeFilippo
said of the GOP, “I don’t think they put their
best step forward” in designing a map that
enhanced African-American and Hispanic
representation in the state Legislature.

“Two elections out of 10 doesn’t set
patterns and practices in our state,” Ms.
DeFilippo said, noting the GOP victories
over the last decade.

Union County Republican Chairman Phil
Morin said, “It is disappointing to see [Dis-
trict] 22 stay 100 percent intact.”

Under the map put forward by Republi-
cans, District 22 would have included Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield in Union
County, Dunellen and Middlesex Borough
in Middlesex County and the Somerset
County towns of Green Brook, Warren,
Bound Brook, Bridgewater and Manville.
Mr. Morin said the map would have leaned
Republican.

Despite the DEM map, Mr. Morin feels
the GOP remains competitive in District
22, having run close races in 2007 and
2009. Despite a 3-1 advantage by Demo-
crats in registration in the district, he said
Republicans’ percentage of voter turnout
has been better in the district.

“The game changer is having a Republi-
can governor,” said Mr. Morin, noting the
increase in fundraising the Governor can
generate for the party.

Essex County will also see some changes
under the new map in its representation at
the Statehouse. District 27 will now include
Caldwell, East Hanover, Essex Fells,
Florham Park, Maplewood, Millburn,
Roseland, South Orange and West Orange
from Essex County and the Morris County
communities of Chatham Township,
Harding and Madison, as Orange and a
section of Newark have been moved to
other districts. Newark and Jersey City
(Hudson County), previously spread out
among three districts each, are now split
among two districts.

Asw. Stender said Union County did not
see any significant population shifts in the
latest U.S. Census and, thus, its districts did
not see much change. “I feel the overall
outcome supports what Democrats have
been saying about the state’s population
[changes],” Asw. Stender said, adding that
despite Republican Governor Chris
Christie’s victory in 2009, New Jersey is
still a “Democratic state.”

Like Asw. Stender, Sen. Scutari said
District 22 has not seen much overgrowth
or undergrowth in population fluctuations
over the last 10 years. He said there will be
some areas of the state that will now be
more competitive.

The GOP plan would have placed Union
Township in District 27 with Irvington,
Maplewood, South Orange, West Orange,
Verona and Roseland, thus placing Demo-
crats Sen. Codey and Assemblyman John
McKeon of West Orange, Assemblywoman
Mila Jasey of South Orange and Assembly-
man Cryan in the same district. District 20
would have included Elizabeth, Hillside,
Linden and Roselle Park, pitting DEM Sena-
tors Lesniak and Scutari together.

“We would have preferred the Republi-
can map, but we are ready to engage [in the
fall campaign],” Mr. Bramnick said.
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Downtown Westfield Corp.
SID employing an estimated 2,100
employees. 43 percent of the 1.474
million square feet in the SID is retail
space, while 25 percent is office space.
A hundred and eighty million dollars
to $310 million is generated each
year in sales revenue.

The forum was then opened for
questions and comments from the
SID business and property owners in
order for the DWC and the town
council to be made aware of and to
address any issues.

Initially, the public discussion
geared toward the DWC’s budget of
$409,485, a 4.85 percent increase
over 2010, with most present that
spoke supporting the increase.

An exchange occurred between Mr.
Verdic and Julie Diddell of Ortho
Care with Ms. Diddell stating the
board wasn’t “creative enough” in
addressing the budget increase and
Mr. Verdic offering a differing opin-
ion, “We haven’t had an increase in
six years…and we’ve been doing a
tremendous amount of improvements
in the downtown.”

The snow removal process during
the December storms was brought up
with several in the audience criticiz-
ing the town’s response, particularly
in the downtown area. Town Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca said the
council’s public works committee has
been discussing how the town “can
work better in conjunction with the
businesses and the property owners.”

Parking was another item dis-
cussed, both residential and retail.
Members of the public voiced their
opinions regarding the Traffic En-
forcement Officers (TEOs) and the
parking pay stations. Ms. Cronin sug-
gested some of the parking lines may
be redrawn in certain areas to allow
room for more vehicles.

The sewer system in the SID dis-
trict was also addressed with a few
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owners concerned with the current
state of the system. One of the busi-
ness representatives referred to “20
known ‘hot-spots’ in town that regu-
larly back up” requiring attention.
After labeling the “entire sewer sys-
tem” in Westfield “antiquated,” Mr.
Ciarrocca stated that “it’s a matter of
trying to come up with how we can
prioritize” these issues.

The Terminal Avenue project in
Clark was discussed and its possible
effect on businesses in the SID. Last
year Clark rezoned the area to allow
retail stores and mixed-use buildings
to be built. Ms. Cronin said Westfield
needs to continue developing and
improving its downtown area to
counter the project and keep busi-
nesses in town.

Criticisms and suggestions made
during the forum will be addressed at
the DWC’s board retreat, currently
scheduled for Saturday, May 14.

The next DWC meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Monday, April
25, at 7:30 p.m. DWC Design Com-
mittee Chairwoman Peg Lockwood
is scheduled to provide a presenta-
tion on the DWC grant process in the
SID at that that meeting.

POUNDING PAVEMENT…
Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, pictured with Karen and Cassie
Masciale, gathers signatures last week-
end in support of her campaign for
Westfield Town Council, Second Ward.

cials make their decision.
On other matters, authorization will

be given to advertise for bids on pot-
hole repairs, with a spending amount
of $25,000. Also, the pool conces-
sion contract was awarded to B&K
Concession. Authorization also was
given to the finance officer to pur-
chase savings bonds for the Deerfield
School graduation class valedicto-
rian in the amount of $300, and the
salutatorian in the amount of $200.
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Mountainside


