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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MIDNIGHT BLAZE…Fire broke out in the Hamilton House Apartments on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield around 11:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 3, destroying
four units and rendering four others uninhabitable. A resident was airlifted to St.
Barnabas Medical Center in critical condition. See more photos at goleader.com.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DAFFODIL DAZE...This past Sunday, daffodils formed a colorful path lining
both sides of the winding walkway of this Dorian Road home in Westfield.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FIREFIGHTER FAREWELL...The fire engine carrying the casket of firefighter
Daniel Maglione passes by the fire house where the his uniform was laid out in
respect last Friday. Mr. Maglione, a 12-year veteran of the force, lost his battle
with cancer on March 29.

DWC Convenes Bus.,
Property Owner Forum

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held a
business and property owner forum
last Wednesday evening to present its
endeavors in downtown Westfield in
the past year and to solicit opinions
and suggestions from Special Im-
provement District (SID) members.

Twenty-five members of the pub-
lic were in attendance at the meeting,
including representatives from local
businesses such as Alan’s Orchard,
Brunner Opticians, Eileen Fisher,
Mademoiselle, and Verizon Wireless.

Attendees suggested that the SID
be expand further along North, South,
and Central Avenues to include more
businesses to generate more revenue
for the DWC. DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin said the idea of
expanding the SID was examined in
the past and will continue to be ex-
plored in the future.

Ms. Cronin and DWC Board of
Directors Chairman Dominic Verdic
said the average vacancy rate for the
downtown area in 2010 was 5.4 per-
cent. In the first three months of 2011,
the vacancy rate has dropped to 3.4
percent.

There are 500 businesses in the

Westfield Planning Bd. Postpones
Prospect Subdivision Bid

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Monday night’s
meeting of the Westfield Planning
Board was brief, as the application
for a three-lot subdivision of 1053
Prospect Street was postponed to the
Monday, May 7 meeting due to attor-
ney conflicts.

At the start of the meeting, it was
announced that Planning Board At-
torney Russell Finestein has resigned
his position due to his appointment as
Westfield’s new town attorney. Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment attorney
Vincent Loughlin was present at
Monday’s meeting, but the board in-
tends to appoint Kenneth Soriero of
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
and Cooper at its May meeting. Mr.
Soriero currently is a member of the

board of adjustment.
The Prospect Street application

involves taking an existing 47,746-
square-foot lot and dividing it into
three, 15,915-square-foot lots. Ap-
plicant Mark Angelo, who is repre-
sented by Stephen Barcan of Wilentz,
Goldman and Spitzer, is seeking
multiple variances, as the new lots
would each lack approximately 85
square feet, and approximately one-
half foot for both the width and front-
yard set backs.

Residents in the area of Gregory’s
Pond are objecting to the application
due to water and drainage issues. The
residents currently are represented
by attorney John Schmidt, Jr. of
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
and Cooper.

Mr. Schmidt will no longer be able

to represent the residents since an-
other member of his firm will be
serving as the attorney for the board.
As such, Mr. Barcan asked that the
matter be carried to a future meeting
so that the residents who are object-
ing can find a substitute counsel.

Mr. Barcan apologized to the board
for asking that the matter be carried
with little notice, but said that he only
found out that morning about Mr.
Finestein’s resignation and the pend-
ing appointment of Mr. Soriero.

While there was some discussion
of trying to hold the hearing in a
single session, Mr. Barcan felt it was
unlikely that the application could be
heard in one night.

Mr. Loughlin said that everyone
involved would be “better served to
err on the side of caution” and carry
the matter to the May meeting.

Mountainside Water Main
Improvements in the Works

County Taxes Up 5 Percent;
Freeholders Blame Trenton

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During
Tuesday’s Mountainside Borough
Council meeting, New Jersey Ameri-
can Water Company made a presen-
tation regarding a water project that
is on the table. The project involves
water main cleaning and rehabilita-
tion. The primary goals would be to
update water mains from the original
ones, some dating back to the 1930s
and 1940s, and to clean and align
them.

The project would consist of open-
ing street ends and scraping out de-
bris that has collected in the pipes,
which restrict water flow. The ce-
ment lining inside the mains would
be inspected, and corroded sections
would be replaced. New hydrants with
better water flow would be added.

The representatives explained that
the biggest infrastructure issue is
under the roads where the mains are
located.

The project would call for opening
a series of roads throughout the bor-
ough such as Route 22, Central Av-
enue, a complete trench opening on
Beech Avenue and seven openings on
Summit Road. The company assured
the council that it would employ in-
frared technology for asphalt patch-
ing.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli asked the
representatives if it was possible to
install the new mains under front

lawns as opposed to under the roads.
The water company explained that it
would still have to dig up driveway
entries and it would create more work.
Digging up the road saves time and
money in the long run, according to
the company.

The company would like to start
digging in the beginning of May in
the areas away from the school, and
work on the roads near the school
after school closes.

One concern the council had was
how the digging and patching would
affect the condition of the roads in the
long run. The water company ex-
plained that the infrared patching
pavement method heats up asphalt to
blend with the existing pavement to
give a smooth patch and almost invis-
ible seam. The pavement mixture
solidifies like stone and prevents
cracking, holes and sinking.

New Jersey American Water Co.
emphasized its desire to eliminate
the amount of water being wasted. It
also targeted project areas where cus-
tomer complaints were highest, and
where fire flow protection needed
improvement. The company repre-
sentatives said that customers would
see an improvement in water pres-
sure and flow in their homes, plus
better water quality.

The council requested that it be
given at least a two-and-a-half-year
guarantee on the work before offi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County
Freeholders introduced a $481-mil-
lion budget last Thursday, which will
be supported by a $291.2 million tax
levy, an increase of 5 percent over
2010. County officials blamed the
increase on a $10-million cut in state
funding in support of county facili-
ties.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella, chairman of the fiscal af-
fairs committee, said the committee
cut the $293-million tax levy pro-
posed in County Manager George
Devanney’s executive budget by $2.7
million, or 1 percent. He said the cuts
were achieved by reducing operating
expenses $400,000 from the execu-
tive budget. This was achieved by
leaving positions vacant that were
the result of attrition, or retirements
open for 90 days to save another $1
million, reducing the social services
budget by $640,000 through the con-
solidation of the county’s medical
transportation program and cutting
the capital improvement fund by

$700,000.
“These are trying times for local

and county governments. We’ve had
to grapple with the effects of a tough
economy,” Mr. Mirabella said. “None-
theless, Union County still is the
fourth highest county in the state in
using other sources of revenues for
reducing our budget costs. So we’re
getting grants and other aid to offset
our tax levy.”

Taxes will account for 60.5 percent
of the county’s revenue stream this
year, up from 58.7 percent last year
and 53.8 percent in 2008. Since 2001,
the tax levy has risen from $150 mil-
lion to $291 million this year.

Freeholder Chris Hudak, a mem-
ber of the fiscal affairs committee,
said the county tax levy was the result
of, “a staggering reduction [in fund-
ing] from the State of New Jersey that
costs the county about $10 million
this year, revenues that are essential
to our 24/7 facilities, leaving the
county with little recourse to recover
the costs.”

“This is another example of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN ENDEAVORS...The Downtown Westfield Corporation held a business and property owner forum last
Wednesday evening to present its endeavors in downtown Westfield in the past year and to solicit opinions and suggestions
from Special Improvement District (SID) members.Twenty-five members of the public were in attendance at the meeting,
including representatives from local businesses such as Alan’s Orchard, Brunner Opticians, Eileen Fisher, Mademoiselle,
and Verizon Wireless.
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Westfield Apartment Fire Injures
One Resident, Displaces Others

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A late-night fire
on Sunday at a Westfield apartment
complex critically injured a resident
and caused significant damage to one
of the apartment buildings. The blaze
also displaced several other apart-
ment dwellers.

The Westfield Fire Department re-
sponded at approximately 11:43 p.m.
to the Hamilton House apartment
complex on Mountain Avenue.

According to Deputy Fire Chief
David Kelly, the fire originated in the
home office of resident Roy Rentrop
at approximately 11:30 p.m. The
cause of the blaze has not yet been
determined.

Residents who fled the eight-unit

apartment complex alerted arriving
firefighters that they believed Mr.
Rentrop was still inside, Deputy Chief
Kelly said. A search of the apartment
yielded Mr. Rentrop, who was air-
lifted to St. Barnabas Medical Center
in Livingston with severe burns, as
well as smoke inhalation. Mr. Rentrop
is listed in critical, but stable condi-
tion.

Deputy Chief Kelly stated that
mutual aid from surrounding fire de-
partments included Cranford, which
responded with an engine;
Mountainside, with an aerial ladder;
Scotch Plains, with a tower ladder;
Springfield, with an engine, and
Plainfield, with an engine. A Union
County mutual aid coordinator also
was on site. A representative from the
Union County Rehab Unit was on
hand to assess firefighters’ condition
as they emerged from the building
after completing a task.

The building housed eight apart-
ments and had two four-unit sec-
tions, which were separated by a
firewall. The four apartments located
in the section where the fire origi-
nated sustained severe fire, smoke
and water damage, while the adja-
cent apartments suffered smoke and
water damage.

Diane Concannon from the Ameri-

can Red Cross told The Westfield
Leader that the organization received
a call regarding the fire at approxi-
mately 12:15 a.m. on Monday. Sev-
eral Red Cross volunteers from the
area responded to the Westfield Res-
cue Squad, which allowed them to
use a room in order to accommodate
those seeking help. She stated that
two families displaced by the fire
sought help; one family came seek-
ing advice, while another victim
needed clothing and shelter.

“Volunteers are there to say, ‘we
have a hotel room for you and offer
assistance with clothes, as many run
out in their pajamas,” Ms. Concannon
said. “We get them focused on the
next step to get them on the road to
recovery.”

Other victims affected by the fire
were taken care of through their own
means and/or by families or friends
in town.

On Tuesday, insurance adjusters
and clean-up crews were at the scene,
as one family who lived in the quad
that sustained fire damage, but far-
thest away from the apartment of
origin, attempted to salvage what they
could and assess the extent of dam-
age to their home, due mostly to
smoke and water.
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