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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The Town:
It’s the One Without Pity

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Unsettling via the ugly little, crime-
absorbed world it unearths, director
Ben Affleck’s The Town blends old-
style action-drama with a shock-and-
awe rawness common to our times.
While a part of you may wish that the
distasteful sociology had remained
under its slimy rock, your captivated
half is sure to be rendered mouth agape
and at seat’s edge.

Mr. Affleck, buzzed of late as only a
fair actor, disproves the naysayers this
go-round by pulling the triple threat –
acting, writing and directing – with
notable aplomb. He is Doug MacRay
of the Charlestown, Boston, a second-
generation robber of banks and armored
cars. And of course, we’re meeting him
at a turning point.

Oh yeah, even before we learn Doug’s
sad but true story, we suspect this isn’t
your ordinary mass of criminal DNA.
Perhaps he was destined for better
things. It’s this idealism, doubtlessly
intertwined with a touch of our own
optimistic sentiment that sets up the
moral quandary, which hauntingly re-
sides at the core of the turbulent tale.

The sticky situation is set in motion
when Doug and his three partners in
crime are forced to briefly take Claire
Keesey (Rebecca Hall), a pretty bank
executive, hostage during a job gone
slightly awry. The complications are
ineradicable, or at least they are if Doug
isn’t actually a decent sort behind his
bizarre array of bank robbing disguises.

In short, he wants to do the right
thing. But that could compromise long-
time buddy, cohort and inveterate loose
cannon, James Coughlin (Jeremy
Renner), which in turn prompts an
ethical dilemma within the greater
moral scheme. It gets even more in-
volved as the storyline dusts off a creepy
old romantic plot with a cat-and-mouse
twist to it.

But wait…one more thing. Cannily
exacted by Jon Hamm, FBI Special
Agent Adam Frawley adds yet another
wrinkle to the tension-filled treatise on
right and wrong. True, he’s clean cut.
And yes, he is in pursuit of the bad
guys. Still, we can’t help note a nag-
ging likeness between S.A. Frawley
and Inspector Javert of Les Misérables
infamy.

While these players and allegiances
are being established, we are also bom-
barded by a cascade of overwhelming
crime statistics. Of all the bank jobs and
armored car heists in the U.S., no place
holds a candle to Charlestown’s num-
bers. It’s a local specialty. More dizzy-
ing, these desperadoes blatantly thumb
their noses at the Feds and Boston cops
alike.

But while Affleck’s disparaging dis-
section of the culture steers clear of a
justifying empathy for most of the

lowlifes it showcases, there is an anal-
ogy here…one that recalls similarly
themed films from the Great Depres-
sion. The tacit implication is that Judg-
ment Day takes hard times into consid-
eration, and allows for a sliding scale of
scrutiny.

Added to the socioeconomic thrust,
The Town is also about humankind’s
perpetual petition for another turn
around the block. And if seen solely in
these terms, Mr. Affleck’s effort would
be just so much warmed up cliché.
However, art reserves a special place in
its heart for first-class variations on a
theme. And The Town fully qualifies.

Unlike the Scorsese style of full,
environmental construction, Affleck
makes do with a simple landscape of
gritty, tough-talking denizens. Through
their snapping diatribes and emotion-
ally charged confessions, a character
driven milieu materializes. If there’s a
sun shining or kids laughing in
Charlestown, no one pays notice. Sheer
survival is uppermost.

It’s the sad result of everything that
can go wrong when we are tossed into
a poverty-stricken, urban environment
perennially ruled by a cynical, dema-
gogic power. Here, the nasty opportun-
ist, superbly exacted by Pete
Postlethwaite, is “Fergie” Colm, a mob-
ster reeking of clan-evolved, might-
makes-right despotism. Gosh, this is a
terrible place.

Therefore, we charitably issue a nod-
ding approval to the formula within the
old saw, fully appreciating Doug
MacRay’s desire to escape from the
hell that is Charlestown. Problem is, if
our bank robber is to achieve redemp-
tion, how can he sidestep customary,
movie code punishment? Thus is added
an introspective layer of anxiety to the
doings.

There is uneasiness as we find our-
selves rooting for the handsome thief
and rationalize his right to grace. After
all, no dispensation is sought for his
average looking, unlikable cronies, es-
pecially Jeremy Renner’s hair-trigger
Jimmy Coughlin. Expertly etched, he
frighteningly reminds of Don Cheadle’s
sociopath in Devil in a Blue Dress
(1995).

They are a disquieting bunch in a
distressing saga, forcing us to check
our calendars to see if we are indeed
living in a modern, civilized society or
just a chimera of it, where the law of the
jungle still prevails. As action-packed
as it is suspenseful and socially con-
founding, The Town’s dramatic demo-
graphics make for an alarming civics
lesson.

* * *
The Town, rated R, is a Warner Bros.

Pictures release directed by Ben Affleck
and stars Ben Affleck, Rebecca Hall,
Jeremy Renner and Jon Hamm. Run-
ning time: 123 minutes.

WF’s Cook Takes Part
In Arboretum Exhibition

SUMMIT – The Garden Gallery at
the Reeves-Reed Arboretum wel-
comes fall with four regional artists.

Laura Hanley, a local potter, will
be one of the artists in residence
when The Garden Gallery at Reeves-
Reed Arboretum opens its fall exhibit
today, September 30, with an open-
ing reception between 5 and 7 p.m.

Ms. Hanley, inspired by potters her
mother introduced her to at arts-and-
crafts fairs, has been throwing pots
for many years. She lives in Summit
with her four children and teaches
pottery to adults and children. Ms.
Hanley is known for her functional
stoneware kitchen collections as well
as her stoneware pendant necklaces.

Photographer Susan Cook of
Westfield will also have her work
showcased.

She said, “When I photograph the
natural world…the moment is fleet-
ing. A slice of light, a flutter of wings,
and the moment is gone. I suppose
I’m a collector: of expressions, mo-
ments, time. I take my image home
and add it to my computer like a
butterfly pinned to a display. I can’t
stop time, but I can go back and visit

when the moment has passed.”
Michal Barkai was born and raised

in Israel and resides in New Jersey.
An IT professional by training, Ms.
Barkai devotes her time now to art.
Waterscapes, reflections and the
changing seasons are favorite sub-
jects in both her paintings and photo-
graphs, which are often exhibited to-
gether.

Joni Rose is a professional artist
who has exhibited her paintings
throughout the United States for more
than 25 years. She studied at The Sir
John Cass College School of Art in
London, England and then set off for
a career in fine art as a painter.

“The aim of my work is to convey
the experience of color and exist-
ence. My paintings focus on the range
of feelings elicited through color. I
am looking to explore the interde-
pendence of color with form and
placement,” she said.

The Garden Gallery at the Arbore-
tum is open Wednesday through Friday
between 1 and 4 pm and on Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit reeves-reedarboretum.org
or call (908) 273-8787.

Community Players Open
With Abie’s Irish Rose

WESTFIELD – The Community
Players of Westfield opens its 76th
season with the comedy Abie’s Irish
Rose.

Jewish “Abie” Levy brings home his
Irish bride, Rosemary Murphy, whom
he met in France during the war. To
appease his father, Abie introduces
Rosemary as “Rosie Murpheski,” a
Jewish girl. Papa Levy is fooled until
Rosie’s father, Patrick Murphy, arrives
and a comic war erupts.

Cast members are James Broderick
as Father Whalen, Ali Giacona as Rose-
mary, Maury Herman as Solomon,
JoAnne Lemenille as Mrs. Cohen, Steve
Lemenille as Mr. Cohen, Gregg Mele
as Rabbi Samuels, Rick Roberts as
Patrick Murphy and Brian Remo as

Abie.
The flower girls are Kayla Bowen,

Sabrina Ruban and Nicole Sollazo.
Naomi Yablonsky directs the show,
assisted by Jerry Yablonsky. Letty
Hudak is the producer, assisted by Marty
Silverman. Barbara Ruban is the stage
manager.

The season will continue with I Love
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, open-
ing in January. A View from the Bridge
opens in March, and Smoke and Mir-
rors opens in May.

Tickets for Abie’s Irish Rose are $20.
Show dates are Fridays and Saturdays,
October 9, 16, 22 and 23 at 8 p.m., and
Sunday, October 17, at 3 p.m. Student
tickets cost $10  and are available with
valid ID for the matinee only.

Juried Art Exhibit Opens
October 17 at Arts Guild NJ
RAHWAY – Arts Guild New Jersey

(AGNJ), formerly The Arts Guild of
Rahway, will present NEXUS NJ, a
juried exhibit of artworks by 31 New
Jersey artists. The exhibit runs October
17 through November 4.

The public is invited to attend the
opening reception on Sunday, October
17, from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is free
to the exhibition and reception. The
exhibit is wheelchair accessible.

Featured New Jersey artists include
Kathleen Anderson, Aliza Augustine,
Amy Becker, Rosemary Boehm of
Westfield, Aric Calfee, Joyce Collura,
Lisa Ficarelli-Halpern, Richard
Gerstner, Janice Gossman of Garwood,
Andrew Harrison, Alison Hooper, Patti
Jordan, Owen Kanzler, Dana Lane,
Allison Lindblom, Susan Lisbin, Kevan
Lunney, Miranda Maher, Alex
Mambach of Cranford, David Mazure,
Caroline McAuliffe, Michael Metzger
of Westfield, Wade Miller, Gina
Minichino of Westfield, Joan-Marie
Permison, Matt Roberts, Jane Thomp-
son George, Peter Tilgner, Doreen
Valenza, Diane Whitebay and Sue
Zwick.

NEXUS NJ follows in the footsteps
of “Celebrating Excellence,” a juried
exhibit presented at Arts Guild New
Jersey from 1999 to 2008, which fea-
tured artists from Union County.

For NEXUS NJ, the scope of the
exhibit has been expanded to provide
an opportunity to all artists who either

live or work in New Jersey. Overall,
artists from 11 of New Jersey’s 21
counties were selected to participate in
the 2010 show.

The juror for the 2010 installation of
NEXUS NJ is Sharon Matt-Atkins,
associate curator of exhibitions at the
Brooklyn Museum. The role of the
juror is to act as a judge – to review the
submitted artwork and select the work
to be included.

This year, 47 pieces were chosen
from more than 210 submissions. Works
include photography, drawing, paint-
ing, sculpture, fiber and mixed media,
in a range of materials and styles. Many
featured works are for sale.

According to AGNJ Executive Di-
rector Lawrence Cappiello, without ex-
ception, the talent of New Jersey artists
rivals that of artists found anywhere
else in the world. He said, “During the
course of each year, in order to organize
the art exhibits we present, it is neces-
sary to review a lot of art by a lot of
people, and we have found, without
exception that the art created by New
Jersey artists can be every bit as innova-
tive, technically excellent and insight-
ful as artwork found anywhere else –
including New York City.”

Gallery hours are Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, from 1 to 4 p.m. The
exhibit can also be viewed during regu-
lar office hours, from Monday to Thurs-
day, by appointment. To learn more,
call (732) 381-7511.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Octo-
ber 13, 2010 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeal
for use (d) and bulk (c) variance(s) from
the requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.

Clint & Tracy Factor, 440 Kimball Turn;
Applicant is seeking permission to con-
struct a single story addition contrary to
Sections 2.11.G, 11.06E6 and 11.06E14
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum continuous wall at the
side yard of 25 feet. Proposed is 38.6 feet.
Ordinance requires a side yard setback of
12.5 feet. Proposed is + 7.2 feet. Ordi-
nance requires a two car garage. Pro-
posed is a one car garage

Ikhab Saleh, 528 Cumberland Street;
Applicant is seeking permission to con-
struct a second story addition and a stair-
way to the same contrary to Sections
11.12E12 and 11.12E11 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
eave height of 22 feet. Proposed is 27.08
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum all im-
provements coverage of 50% (3,923
square feet). Proposed is 67.7% (5,316
square feet.).

First Baptist Church of Westfield, 170
Elm Street; Applicant is seeking approval
of a preliminary and final major site plan
with a d variance to construct an addition
to house an elevator and to install new
pavers immediately adjacent thereto con-
trary to Section 18.08D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by all improvements of 50% or
29,479 square feet. Proposed is 63% or
37,166 square feet. Application deemed
complete

Alexander Schmidt & Candace
Coccaro, 735 Girard Avenue; Applicant
is seeking c variance approval to demolish
the existing dwelling and reconstruct a
new dwelling using a portion of the existing
foundation. Applicant is seeking variance
relief from the following sections of the
Land Use Ordinance: §11.09E5 - requires
a front yard setback (from Girard Avenue)
of 30 feet. Proposed is 26 feet 2 inches.
§11.09E7 - requires a rear yard setback of
35 feet. Proposed is 17.89 feet. §11.09E13
- allows a continuous wall length of 25 feet.
Proposed is 27 feet 2 inches.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 9/30/10, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-49250-08
FILE NO. 51333-70

FILED: SEPTEMBER 17, 2010

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

US BANK CUSTODIAN FOR PHOE-
NIX, Plaintiff(s) vs. MARSHALL L.
BURNEY, Widower, his heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
KERWIN K. BURNEY; VALERIE P.
BURNEY; VERONICA L. FISHER a/k/a
VERONICA HORTON; HAROLD
HORTON; THE BLOOMFIELD BANK &
TRUST COMPANY now THE PROVI-
DENT BANK; JERSEY MORTGAGE
COMPANY now COMMONWEALTH
EASTERN MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION; CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD
OF SOCIAL SERVICES; HCR
MANORCARE, Defendant(s)

THIS MATTER being opened to the
court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh,
Mintz, Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Profes-
sional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff,
and it appearing that default has been
entered against the defendants,
MARSHALL L. BURNEY, Widower, his
heirs, devisees and personal representa-
tives, and their or any of their successors
in right, title and interest; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; KERWIN K. BURNEY; VALERIE
P. BURNEY; VERONICA L. FISHER a/k/
a VERONICA HORTON; HAROLD
HORTON; THE BLOOMFIELD BANK &
TRUST COMPANY now THE PROVI-
DENT BANK; JERSEY MORTGAGE
COMPANY now COMMONWEALTH
EASTERN MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION; CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD
OF SOCIAL SERVICES; HCR
MANORCARE; that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate #06-
054, certified to be a true copy, which
certificate is dated October 20, 2006, and
is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on November 8, 2006, in book
11923, page 814, as Instrument #423106,
which covers Block 5702, Lot 8 in the
Township of Union. Said certificate has
been marked Exhibit P-1 on the part of the
plaintiff. More than two years have elapsed
since the sale of said lands by the Town-
ship of Union, and the lands have not been
redeemed from the tax sale; that plaintiff
has produced before this court its Certifi-
cation showing that there is due on said
tax sale certificate, together with subse-
quent taxes and interest, the sum of
$18,286.08 as of October 15, 2009; and

IT IS on this 17th day of September,
2010, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that
the amount required to redeem the pre-
mises referred to in the aforementioned
tax sale certificate is the sum of $18,286.08,
which includes the amount due on said tax
sale certificate, subsequent taxes and in-

terest as of October 15, 2009, together
with costs duly taxed in the sum of
$1,378.88. In addition, the tax collector will
add any additional interest, additional taxes
and/or penalties that may become due
and owing as of the date that redemption
occurs. An exact redemption amount must
be obtained from the municipal tax collec-
tor; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 1st
day of November, 2010, between the hours
of nine o’clock in the forenoon and four
o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of the
Tax Collector of the Township of Union,
1976 Morris Avenue, Union, New Jersey,
be and the same is hereby fixed as the
time and place for the redemption of the
said lands as described in the complaint
and making up the premises concerning
which the complaint is filed, and that there-
upon the defendant who redeems shall be
entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly
endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Township of Union,
and the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible inter-
est of inheritance in fee simple, to said
lands and premises. Anything to the con-
trary notwithstanding, redemption shall be
permitted up until the entry of final judg-
ment including the whole of the last date
upon which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not
known, a copy of this Order or Notice
thereof directed to such defendants shall
be published in The Westfield Leader, a
newspaper circulating in Union County, at
least one time, not less than twenty days
prior to the date fixed for redemption by
this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days prior
to the date fixed for redemption of the lands
and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the Township of Union, and that
said Tax Collector of the Township of
Union certify to this Court whether the
premises were or were not redeemed from
the plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accor-
dance with the terms of this Order.

MARY C. JACOBSON, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R. 1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 645-0222
1 T - 9/30/10, The Leader Fee: $118.83

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Ordinances were introduced by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield on Sep-
tember 28, 2010. Copies of these ordi-
nances can be obtained without cost in the
Town Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town
Hall, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey during normal business hours.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1964
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 10
MOBILE STORAGE STRUC-
TURES

Summary: This ordinance amends the
Town Code to prohibit Portable On-
Demand Storage Structures except as
allowed in the Land Use Ordinance.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1965
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

Summary:  This ordinance amends the
Land Use Ordinance to permit Portable
On-Demand Storage Structures in cer-
tain circumstances and lists all require-
ments, restrictions, etc.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO 1966
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD IN ORDER TO
ALLOW FOR THE INSTALLA-
TION OF HANDICAPPED
RAMPS UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES

Summary:  This ordinance amends the
Land Use Ordinance to allow for the
installation of handicapped ramps in
certain circumstances and lists all re-
quirements, restrictions, etc.

These ordinances are scheduled for
adoption on October 12, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 9/30/10, The Leader Fee: $48.96

GREEN WITH ENVY...A music video that was shot, edited and directed by Westfield
Leader and The Times photographer and writer Tom Fortunato – for the song "Green
Ballad" by the band Spiritual Sex – was accepted and screened at the Williamsburg
International Film Festival (WILLiFEST) in Brooklyn on Sunday at the Knitting
Factory. The music video features band members Ray Schultz (vocals) and Rich
Brodean of Union, (guitar and bass, not pictured), as well as Khristina Schultz (Ray's
sister) and Mr. Fortunato, who act as characters in the video. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Mr. Schultz, Mr. Fortunato of Scotch Plains and Ms. Schultz.

NJWA Saturday Matinee
Orchestra to Begin in Oct.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) has
created a new opportunity for area
musicians to explore various music
genres and to exhibit their fine-tuned
musical talents.

The Saturday Matinee Orchestra,
directed by Janet Lyman, is designed
for those who play violin, viola, cello
and string bass. Requirements include
being able to play the major keys of
C, G, D, and A in at least two octaves.
Musicians in this intergenerational
orchestra will play a variety of music,
from classical to pop.

The Saturday afternoon ensemble,
which begins on October 2, will be
held at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. It will
meet from 2:30 until 3:30 p.m. for 25
Saturdays. There will be no Decem-
ber rehearsals. The cost for the or-
chestra is $275.

Ms. Lyman, an instructor at the
NJWA Music Studio and Westfield
Summer Workshop, is also the con-
ductor of the NJWA Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra.

A recipient of many honors and

A ‘Haunting’ Story Leads
To Author’s ‘Change of Heart’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –
New York author
Shari Maurer is
passionate about
getting the word
out that organ do-
nations save lives,
and she especially
wants young
people to hear the
message.

 To further her
cause, Ms. Maurer
has written
“Change of
Heart,” a young-
adult novel about
a 16-year-old soc-
cer player named
Emmi who learns
she is in need of a
heart transplant af-
ter being diag-
nosed with myo-
carditis.

 The author’s in-
terest in organ do-
nation is due, in
part, to her hus-
band, Mathew S.
Maurer, a cardi-
ologist and Assis-
tant Professor of
Medicine at Co-
lumbia University,
who was featured
on a Discovery
Channel program
about a young girl
on a waiting list to
receive a donated heart.

 “Her story haunted me,” she said.
 For Ms. Maurer, writing and pub-

licizing “Change of Heart” is as much
about raising awareness of organ do-
nation as it is about the book itself.

 “The book gives me an opportu-
nity to talk about organ donation,”
she said, adding that she believes
there isn’t an age that is too young to
hear the message.

 Ms. Maurer has been working on
creating a culture among teens to
believe that organ donation is an au-
tomatic humanitarian gesture.

 “You are not able to register to be
a donor until you are 18, but we hope
teens will go back to their families
and encourage them to register,” she
said.

 Ms. Maurer’s book signings often
become drives to sign up organ do-
nors, and at a recent appearance at
The Town Bookstore in Westfield,
Lisa Meyers, a representative from
Share NJ, New Jersey’s Organ and
Tissue Sharing Network, was present
to speak about the importance of or-
gan donation. Also appearing was
Ms. Meyers’s daughter, Sarah, 16, a
liver-donation recipient.

Ms. Meyers told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “I saw for
myself Sarah’s transformation from
a sick child to a well child.”

 Ten new organ donors were signed
up at the event.

 While “Change of Heart” is Ms.
Maurer’s first novel, it is her second
book.

 She is also the author, with Gerry
Fried Kramer, of
“A Parents’ Guide
to Congenital
Heart Defects,” a
resource that draws
upon the experi-
ence of leading
pediatric cardiolo-
gists to provide in-
formation about
the congenital
heart disease.

 This condition
is a subject with
which the author is
all too familiar; her
daughter, Lissie,
now in high school
and doing fine, was
born with a heart
defect.

 Ms. Maurer
holds a Master of
Arts degree in
Playwrighting and
s c r e e n w r i t i n g
from New York
University, and
worked for six
years on interna-
tional productions
of “Sesame
Street.”

 “Change of
Heart” is pub-
lished by
WestSide Books
and is available at
all local book-
stores. More infor-
mation about the

author is available at
sharimaurer.com. The website for
Share NJ is sharenj.org.

awards, Ms. Lyman holds both a
Bachelor’s of Music degree in Violin
and a Master of Music Education
degree in Music Education from the
Manhattan School of Music.

A faculty member in the Tenafly
school system, she is also the founder
and conductor of the Tenafly Sym-
phony Orchestra and music director
at Zion Lutheran Church, where she
conducts the adult, youth and hand
bell choirs.

To register for the Saturday Mati-
nee Orchestra, call (908) 789-9696
or visit the NJWA studios. More in-
formation is available by logging on
to njworkshopforthearts.com.

UC PAC Invites
Volunteers to Train

RAHWAY – The Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UC PAC) of
Rahway invites the public to join the
UC PAC corps of theatre volunteers
and give back to the arts. The UC PAC
is holding volunteer training on
Wednesday, October 6, at 7:30 p.m. for
all of those interested in becoming
theatre volunteers.

UC PAC welcomes all motivated
individuals who are willing to volun-
teer their time, creativity and experi-
ence to further the mission of the UC
PAC.

Theatre volunteers are needed for
evenings of events throughout the sea-
son to work as concessionaires, ticket
takers, ushers, parking assistants, the-
atre greeters and coat-check assistants.

Also, ushers are needed to assist
with taking tickets, seating guests and
working at concessions; for adminis-
trative work such as photocopying, as-
sembling programs, stuffing mailings
and other tasks need to be done during
the week in the administrative office;
street teams to hang posters and dis-
tribute fliers and coupons to local busi-
nesses and restaurants.

For more information, call the UC
PAC box office at (732) 499-8226 or
visit ucpac.org. UC PAC is located at
1601 Irving Street in Rahway.

Shari Maurer


