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Lady Blue Devils Sweep Union County Tennis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It really wasn’t that easy. It was a
fun and challenging game, but I kept
the mindset that I was going to win,
and I took care of business. I took
control from the get-go. I felt like I
was good at hitting deep shots and
keeping her moving. I was staying on
my toes a lot,” Sullivan said.

Sullivan would face a familiar face
in the battle for fifth place, in Cranford
Cougar Liz Berry.

“I played her this past week. I beat
her, because she retired. She had a
problem with her knee. I was up in
the first set, and I was up in the
second set, so I think there is a good
possibility that I can beat her again,”

Sullivan said.
Berry had a marathon two-set

match with Voncy Ragin (U) but pre-
vailed, 6-2, 7-6 (7-3), to advance to
the fifth-place round.

“The first set, she really didn’t catch
on to what I was doing. I was trying
to move her around the court. Her
backhand was weak, so I kept drilling
her with that. Her coach told her that
the second set, and she realized that
she needed to do forehand, and she
gave me a tough match. She kept
pushing it over the net. I was trying to
hit winners, and I was hitting out, and
that’s why I got down in the [second]
set, but I got over it,” Berry explained.

Looking to her rematch with
Sullivan, Berry said. “The last match,
I played her, and I had a problem with
my leg, so I am looking forward to it.”

Sullivan prevailed in her rematch
with Berry, winning 6-3, 6-4.

The Cranford girls entered the tour-
nament with a 3-2 record, with losses
to New Providence and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, both by 3-2 scores, so Cou-
gar Head Coach Gene Melleno was
optimistic.

“The two matches we lost were
tough opponents. We lost both
matches as close as you can get, so
we are playing very well. This is the
first year we got all five flights in the
first round. We have no playbacks.
That’s a good thing!”

Cougars Kristy Daubert and Rachel
Halek had a marathon three-set match
with Raiders Alyssa Leyden and
Hannah Nizri, but prevailed, 4-6, 6-
0, 6-2, to advance to the fifth/sixth
place round at first doubles.

“They were coming in pretty con-
fident. The first set, we lost, but we
came back and got our act together.
We focused,” said Daubert, who
added, “I think our shots were pretty
strong. We just kept over-hitting and
over-hitting. We calmed down, re-
laxed and we got into it.”

“Kristine has an awesome serve,
and she is a great net player. That
really helped us,” said Halek, who
added, “We were just keeping it in
play and making sure that we were
not the ones making mistakes.”

The pair went on to place fifth after
defeating ALJ’s Kate Matthews and
Elizabeth Zalewskie in three sets, 6-
2, 6-7 (7-5), forfeit.

“I am happy that we did it. I am
very greatful to Kristi, because she
does a lot for the team. We worked
well together,” commented Halek.

“I could not ask for a better partner.
I am happy that I am with her for a
second year. I’m sure she is going to
miss me next year, because I am
going to miss her,” Daubert said.

Leyden and Nizri finished seventh
with a 6-3, 7-6 (5), victory over Emma
Redest and Julia Shaffer (S). Raiders
Lindsey Wilkinson and Gabriella
Mendes placed sixth at second
doubles, while Cougars Lori Joseph
and Colleen Jones placed eighth.
Cougar Maggie Brown placed eight
at second singles.

“The girls played extremely well.
We had four flights come back today,
which is the first time in over 20 years
for Cranford. They were all coming
out where they were supposed to, and
they are trying to go one step up,”
Coach Melleno said.

North Plainfield Stymies Cougars’ Option ‘O’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sion with 2:03 remaining, and Canuck
Marquis Rawlings scooted in for the
final touchdown. Cougar Bobby
Anstatt blocked a point-after attempt,
and linebacker Michael Klimek made
three straight tackles in a row, includ-
ing an 11-yard sack of quarterback
Erich Fredericks.

“I thought our defense played great
until the end, when we couldn’t con-
vert. We only let up one touchdown
against a team that has some tremen-
dous explosion,” coach Rosenmeier
said.

The Cougars engineered a nine-

play, 64-yard scoring drive that ended
with Papandrea slipping in from the
one with 3:36 left in the first quarter.
Rob Gaeta kicked the point-after.
Early in the second quarter, the
Canucks concluded a 47-yard drive
when Frederichs scored on a four-
yard keeper to tie the score, 7-7.

The 2-1 Cougars responded with
another drive, but disaster struck when
Canuck Chris Smith scooped up a
fumble and rumbled 51 yards for the
score. Next, Cougar Reggie Green
took the kickoff at the nine and re-
turned it 40 yards to the Cranford 49.

From there, the Cougars marched to
the North Plainfield two-yard line
where Papandrea found Van
Ostenbridge in the left corner of the
end zone to tie the score 14-14 at the
half.

Green’s 90-yard kickoff return put
the Canucks up 20-14. Early in the
fourth quarter, the Cougars, with the
help of a 45-yard run from Trotter,
advanced to the Canuck 27, but
Papandrea’s pass attempt was inter-
cepted by Green. After the Cougars
turned the ball over on downs at their
own 22, Rawlings put the icing on the
cake with his touchdown run that was
followed by a two-point conversion.

The Cougars made one last desper-
ate attempt, but Green intercepted
another Papandrea pass.
North Plainfield   0 14   6   8 28
Cranford   7   7   0   0 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING OVER DEFENSIVE TACTICS...Cougar Coach Joe Hubert, center, discusses defensive tactics under the light of
a full moon in the game against the North Plainfield Canucks at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 24 .

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIXTH AT THIRD SINGLES…Cougar Liz Berry placed sixth at third singles at
the Union County Tournament.

Cranford Cougar Snacks:
Soccer Cougars Bury

Farmer Boys, 2-1
The Cranford High School boys

soccer team got on the winning track
with a 2-1 victory over 3-2 Union in
Union on September 24. Sophomore
midfielder Tom Paparatto netted a
goal very early in the first half, and
Co-Captain Eric Walano booted in a
goal near the end of the half. Goalie
Mark Osofsky made 10 saves.
Cranford 2 0 2
Union 0 1 1

Lady Pioneers Stop
Soccer Cougars, 2-0

The New Providence High School
girls soccer team improved to 3-1
with a 2-0 shutout over host Cranford
on September 22. Gina Caprara and
Jenna Madden each notched a goal
for the Pioneers, while Cougar goal-
keeper Emily Baumann made four
saves.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING AT FIRST DOUBLES…Blue Devil Sarah Murphy and her sister,
Morgan, won the first doubles title.

Cougars Tie Millburn
In Field Hockey, 1-1

The Cranford High School field
hockey team ended up in a 1-1 dead-
lock with the Millburn Millers in
Millburn on September 24, Junior
Maria Guarisco scored for the 3-0-1
Cougars. Lauren Tanner scored for
the 1-3-2 Millers.


