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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

CRANFORD COUGARS DAUBERT, HALEK PLACE FIFTH AT FIRST SINGLES

Lady Blue Devils Take all Five Flights,
Sweep Union County Tennis Tournament

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS OF THE WEEK…Tom Feeney and Julianne Salerno have been named Cougars of the Week. Tom is on the
varsity cross-country team and led the boys to a fourth place finish at the Six Flags Invitational this past weekend with a time
of 17:00. Julianne is on the girls’ varsity soccer team and had the game-winning goal in overtime leading the Cougars to a
win over Governor Livingston on September 24.

PAPANDREA GETS TD, VAN OSTENBRIDGE GRABS TD

N. Plainfield Canucks Stymie
Cougars’ Option ‘O’, 28-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven Blue Devils walked off the
courts with early victories to give the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team a clean sweep of all five flights
at the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on September 24. The
sweep also extended the Blue Devils’
streak of UCT championships to six.

Westfield finished with a total of
100, followed by Kent Place (KP) at
72, Governor Livingston (GL) at 42,
Oak Knoll (OK) at 41, Union (U) at
27 and Summit (S) at 24. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) placed sev-
enth with 16 followed by Cranford at
13 and New Providence (NP) at 8. AL
Johnson (ALJ) and Plainfield tied for
10th at 3.

Blue Devil sophomore Lexi Borr

defended her first singles crown in
high fashion by shutting out every
opponent she faced. In her finals
match with Jasmine Muniz-Cadorette
(U), Borr, the top seed, did not seem
to be affected by a large group of fans
rooting for the underdog.

“I like it! I would rather have that
than all the pressure on me of all the
people wanting me to win. I don’t get
offended. I would do the same,” Lexi
Borr said.

Borr, who won, 6-0, 6-0, was the
first to walk off the courts with an
individual title.

“I tried to serve well. She has a
good serve also, and I just had to play
my game. I had game points against
me. It was a matter of if you want to
let a game go, and I don’t like letting
any games go,” Lexi Borr said.

Lexi’s sister, Samantha, seeded
second at second singles, breezed to
the semifinals with a pair of 6-0, 6-0,
wins, but although she defeated
Laurinel Gramaica (U), 6-0, 6-1, to
reach the finals, she said, “The last
match wasn’t easy. She played very
well. She had a very powerful fore-
hand, so I tried to hit as many balls
back as possible and not miss. I had to
keep away from her forehand.”

Revenge was sweet for Sam Borr
when she toppled Erin McDonnell
(KP), 6-2, 6-2, for the title.

“I wasn’t worrying about the score.
I was just trying to play every point.
I didn’t have any pressure, because
she beat me last time. If I lost, it was
not going to be the end of the world,
so I played my hardest. I tried mov-
ing the ball around. My serve was
helping me today,” said Sam Borr,
who also has a pair of UCT first
doubles titles under her belt.

Although all of the Blue Devil girls
had completed their matches within

10 minutes of each other, when se-
nior Debbie Wu walked off the court
with a 6-0, 6-1, victory over Bridget
Farrell (OK), the sweep was com-
plete.

“It’s really good for our team. This
season, we knew we were going to be
strong. It was one of our goals to
sweep the counties,” Wu, winner of
three UCT singles titles, said. “I re-
ally focused on my game, keeping
myself calm, being able to hit my
shots when necessary. All my oppo-
nents were good, but I wanted to
make sure I played my game. My first
serves were good. It helped me win
some points; especially, my ground
strokes have improved. They have
become more consistent.”

Blue Devil Morgan Murphy, win-
ner of two previous UCT first doubles
crowns, added her third, this time
with her sister Sarah after topping
Lauren Oberlander and Lili
Hutchinson (KP), 6-2, 6-1, in the
finals.

“I am happy that I was able to win
with my sister. We have been playing
really well this season,” Morgan said.

“We were able to be aggressive and
get our first serves in. It worked out
today,” Sarah said.

Analyzing her sister’s strength,
Sarah said, “definitely her serves,
being aggressive at the net and her
down the line shots too.”

Morgan considered her sister’s
strength to be, “Her serving. She got
her first serve in almost all the time,
but she was also very aggressive at
the net when I was serving. She al-
ways got the volleys.”

Blue Devil seniors Melissa
Morawski and Katherine McKinley,
who were upset last year for the UCT
second doubles crown, made sure
that it did not happen again with a

convincing, 6-0, 6-0, shutout over
Jennifer Dranetz and Eliza Hull (KP).

“We were really disappointed last
year that we didn’t win, so this year,
we definitely felt like we wanted to
win, especially since we lost to Kent
Place. This definitely is sweet re-
venge. We were so focused. We would
not stop. We kept acting like it was
the first game. We didn’t lose the
passion,” Morawski, winner of three
UCT doubles titles, said.

“We dominated the whole time.
There was never a time that we
thought we were playing defensively.
Kent Place is a really good team. We
hit really great volleys. We were hit-
ting really great ground strokes,”
McKinley said.

Seeded seventh at first singles, SPF
Raider Christina Reiman exceeded
expectations when she advanced to
the fifth/sixth round after recording a
6-1, 6-1, win over Victoria Henry of
Plainfield.

“My first match was against ALJ,
and we had a very competitive first
set. My second match was against
Jasmine [Muniz-Cadorette]. She
played really well. I just finished
playing Plainfield. I am a little more
tired today. My forearms were a little
off, but hopefully that will end before
my second match. My serves were
better today. They were a little off
yesterday, but my timing is back,”
Reiman said. “I am ahead of the game
today. I am excited about it. I am glad
that I proved that I am better than they
thought I would be.”

Reiman lost by injury default in the
match for fifth to Holly Ream (GL).

Raider Alex Sullivan advanced to
the fifth/sixth round at third singles
with a 6-2, 6-1 win over Nina
Verghis (S).

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One breakdown on special teams
at the start of the second half cost the
2-1 Cranford High School football
team dearly in a 28-14 loss to 3-0
North Plainfield at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 24.

With the score tied 14-14, Vincent
Green gathered the Cougars’ kickoff
to start the second half at the 10-yard
line and slipped a multitude of tack-
les to record a 90-yard touchdown
return. From that point, the Canuck’s
defense plugged the middle and suc-
cessfully stymied the Cougars’ op-

tion running attack.
“We coach it as one third of the

game,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said of the special teams.
“Unfortunately, they were able to
make a play there, and we didn’t. We
got to make sure that we have all the
right people in there. It’s not an easy
thing, but I think sometimes people
don’t take it as seriously as they
should. That certainly was a big play.”

The Canucks keyed heavily on
Cougar fullback Tyrone Avent, and

were especially successful in the sec-
ond half, limiting him to five yards on
four carries. Avent finished with 39
yards rushing on 14 carries, but the
Cougars had moderate success run-
ning to the outside, with Sean Trotter
covering 56 yards on seven carries
and Justin Van Ostenbridge gaining
29 yards on four carries.

“They packed everybody into the
middle. They did a good job stopping
him [Avent]. We were trying to get
out on the perimeter. We just got to
read our way out there,” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “This was on the
offense, and this was on me. It’s my

fault that I didn’t get the offense
ready to go. It wasn’t that they did
anything that we didn’t expect. We
were just not able to get it done. We
have to examine what we are doing
up front, and make sure we are doing
what we need to be doing on the
option. There shouldn’t really be a
defense that can stop it. I don’t be-
lieve it’s a scheme thing. I believe it’s

an execution thing.”
Cougar quarterback Joey

Papandrea carried 13 times for 56
yards, including a one-yard touch-
down run. He also completed two of
four passes for 25 yards in the first
half, which included a 23-yard strike
to wide receiver Bryan Fitzsimmons
and a two-yard touchdown strike to
Van Ostenbridge. However, due to
the sense of urgency in the second
half, Papandrea was forced to take to
the air 15 more times and completed
four, totaling 38 yards, while being
intercepted twice.

The Cougars’ defense limited the
Canucks to 71 rushing yards and one
touchdown in the first half and 75
yards in the second half, until the
Cranford offense turned over posses-

See Cranford/North Plainfield football game, UCT Tennis Championship and the Cranford/SPF Gymnastics stories in the printed portion of The Westfield Leader

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING FIFTH AT FIRST DOUBLES…Cougars Kristy Daubert, front, and Rachel Halek finished fifth in the Union
County Tournament at first doubles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCITED COUGAR FOOTBALL FANS…Cougar fans lined the fences in the
football showdown between the Cougars and the North Plainfield Canucks.
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Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

419 Otisco Drive, Westfield $790,000
This exciting new listing offers 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths & is located one block from Jefferson Elementary
school. Totally renovated in 2004 with new windows and roof, lovely hardwood floors, beautiful family room/dining
room addition with Andersen sliders to rear yard, large gourmet kitchen, patio with retractable awning, Florida Room,
hot tub, multi-zone heat and air conditioning, and much more! The open floor plan lends itself to easy entertaining.
Beautifully landscaped with open front porch and private yard. Loaded with amenities, too numerous to list!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3RD  1-4PM


