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Blue Devil Boys Rock Elizabeth, 4-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

PAPANDREA GETS TD, VAN OSTENBRIDGE GRABS TD

N. Plainfield Canucks Stymie
Cougars’ Option ‘O,’ 28-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One breakdown on special teams at
the start of the second half cost the 2-
1 Cranford High School football team
dearly in a 28-14 loss to 3-0 North
Plainfield at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 24.

With the score tied 14-14, Vincent
Green gathered the Cougars’ kickoff
to start the second half at the 10-yard
line and slipped a multitude of tack-
les to record a 90-yard touchdown
return. From that point, the
Canuck’s defense plugged the
middle and successfully stymied
the Cougars’ option running at-
tack.

“We coach it as one third of the
game,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said of the special
teams. “Unfortunately, they were
able to make a play there, and we
didn’t. We got to make sure that
we have all the right people in
there. It’s not an easy thing, but I
think sometimes people don’t take
it as seriously as they should.
That certainly was a big play.”

The Canucks keyed heavily on
Cougar fullback Tyrone Avent,
and were especially successful in
the second half, limiting him to
five yards on four carries. Avent
finished with 39 yards rushing on
14 carries, but the Cougars had
moderate success running to the
outside, with Sean Trotter cover-
ing 56 yards on seven carries and
Justin Van Ostenbridge gaining
29 yards on four carries.

“They packed everybody into
the middle. They did a good job

stopping him [Avent]. We were try-
ing to get out on the perimeter. We
just got to read our way out there,”
Coach Rosenmeier said. “This was
on the offense, and this was on me.
It’s my fault that I didn’t get the
offense ready to go. It wasn’t that
they did anything that we didn’t ex-
pect. We were just not able to get it
done. We have to examine what we
are doing up front, and make sure we
are doing what we need to be doing
on the option. There shouldn’t really

be a defense that can stop it. I don’t
believe it’s a scheme thing. I believe
it’s an execution thing.”

Cougar quarterback Joey
Papandrea carried 13 times for 56
yards, including a one-yard touch-
down run. He also completed two of
four passes for 25 yards in the first
half, which included a 23-yard strike
to wide receiver Bryan Fitzsimmons
and a two-yard touchdown strike to
Van Ostenbridge. However, due to

WALCH WINS ALL-AROUND, PELUSO GETS SECOND

Cougar Lady Gymnasts Top
SPF Raider Girls, 99.9-97.05

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring a relatively veteran but
still young squad, fortified with five
fine freshmen, the Cranford High
School gymnastics team topped a
young but improving Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team, 99.0-97.05, in Scotch
Plains on September 21.

To the 2-1 Raiders, this showdown
against the Cranford Cougars would
be their first real test.

“Our opening meet was against
Union Catholic, and we competed in
only three events, because they had
problems with their [balance] beam.
We won that meet. Our second meet
was against Elizabeth, and we won,”
Raider Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said
during warm-ups prior to the meet.

“We have a lot of depth this year,
which is nice,” Cougar Head Coach
Michele Charney-Hulse said. “We
gained five freshmen this year. Our
goals stay the same. We want to do

the best we can, be safe and improve
as the year goes on. If we do that, then
we will be successful.”

The Raiders were looking to sopho-
mores Alex Peluso and Melissa Gara,
and freshman Casey Bumiller to com-
pete in all four events and freshman
Marissa DiBella to compete in three
events. In the first event, the vaulting,
Peluso would attempt a high degree
of difficulty maneuver called a
Tsukahara dismount.

“She is going to do it today for the
first time, and we are really depending
on her,” coach Cerchio said just prior
to the event. “We have a young team
this year. Three of the four seniors we
lost from last year were all-around
gymnasts, so we are looking to fill
their shoes. That means our under-
classmen need to step up this year.”

The Cougars did get some good
mileage from returning veterans, jun-
ior Mary Kate Walch, and sopho-
mores Emily Grable and Sara LoBue,

along with freshmen Alex Puryear
and Casey Sciascia. Walch took top
honors in the all-around with a total
of 35.2, which included placing first
in the vault with a 9.3, and second in
the uneven bars at 8.275, second on
the balance beam at 8.975 and second
on the floor exercises at 8.65.

Puryear took third in the all-around
with a total of 32.91. She won the bars
with an 9.525, took fourth on the
beam and floor with respective marks
of 8.15 and 8.0, and scored an 8.235
in the vault. LoBue placed fifth with
an all-around total of 31.525. She
took fourth in the vault at 8.35, and
had scores of 7.925 on the floor, 8.0
on beam and 7.25 on bars. Grable
took third on floor with an 8.2, and
recorded scores of 8.175 in the vault
and 7.575 on beam. Sciascia had a 7.4
on the floor, a 6.875 on bars and a 7.4
on vault. Sophomore Bryanna Grant
had a 7.075 on bars.

Raider Peluso placed second all-
around with a total of 33.650. She
took top honors on the floor with an
8.725 and the beam with a 9.075. She
also took third on bars at 7.6 and
turned a mark of 8.2 on the vault.
Gara took fourth all-around with a
total of 31.755, third on beam at 8.425
and fourth on bars at 7.55. She also
had an 8.00 on the vault and a 7.725
on the floor.

Bumiller had an all-around score
of 28.725. She tied for second on the
vault with teammate Zoe Stein at
8.45 and added marks of 6.95 on floor
and beam, and 6.375 on bars. Stein
had a 7.375 on floor and a 7.4 on bars.
DiBella scored a 6.925 on beam and
an 8.0 on vault. Megan Phelan had a
7.625 on beam, Annie Rubin had a
7.825 on floor and Meghan Yessman
had a 6.075 on bars.

Eileen Passananti
Sales Associate
My philosophy is simple...It’s all about you!

Westfield. It starts with the inviting wrap around porch. Pure enjoyment all year round. The first floor
consists of a foyer, living room with fireplace, formal dining room, eat in kitchen, den, powder room and
french doors leading to a deck. Gleaming hardwood floors on the first floor. 5 bedrooms 3 full baths, newer
windows, alarm and sprinkler system, and a finished basement. Close to schools, downtown and
transportation. Come and take a look! $845,000.
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Open House: Sunday, October 3rd • 1-4pm
515 Parkview Avenue

It was almost identical to the last.
Heine sped up the right side, beat his
defender and played a cross to Smith
who volleyed it into the goal.

The momentum remained with the
Blue Devils. Kronick was strong and
physical in the middle and showed
great vision and skill, playing dan-
gerous crosses into the box from al-
most anywhere on the field.

However, it was again Heine who
created the goal scoring opportunity.
This time he sprinted down the left
side and played a high cross that
found the head of striker Joe
Greenspan, who as Heine put it after
the game, “[I] played a ball in, and
Joe is just so much taller, and he

simply headed it in.”
Westfield did surrender a goal with

16 minutes left in the game, but they
had a comfortable two goal lead. Both
teams had scoring chances down the
stretch, but neither could convert.

 “I thought it was a good perfor-
mance by us, but we kind of came out
slow, and then we really got going
towards the end of the first half. We
carried that over to the beginning of
the second half, and we dominated
pretty much 50 minutes of the game,
but we kind of fell apart towards the
end and we cannot afford to do that,”
Heine said after the game.
Elizabeth 1 1 2
Westfield 2 2 4
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     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2009

715 Highland Avenue   Westfield, NJ 
Situated on one of “The Gardens” most notable avenues, this Colonial glows with vintage 
artistry and a superb renovation. Hardwood floors, archways, high ceilings, moldings and 
architectural details craft a charming interior. The living room with box beam ceiling flows 
to the formal dining room. The family room features a bayed wall with windows. The spa-
cious gourmet eat-in kitchen has access to the porch, mud room and powder room. The pri-
vate master suite with designer bath, four more bedrooms and children’s bath welcomes 
your family. The recently remodeled, basement offers a rec room, office, 6th bedroom and a 
3rd full bath. The splendid yard boasts mature plantings, in-ground pool, waterfall and 

front & back porches. Presented for $1,319,000. Dir: Dudley or Hillside to Highland

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open House Sunday, October 3rd  1:00 - 4:00 pm 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING SECOND ALL-AROUND…Raider sophomore Alex Peluso had the second-highest all-around score in the meet
against Cranford with a 33.6. She also took top honors on the floor exercises and balance beam. See Cougar Online Exclusive
section – www.goleader.com – click Online Cougar Exclusive on bottom of page.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A STRONG DEFENSIVE EVENING…Cougars Michael Klimek, No. 57,
and Eric Garguilo, No. 32, accounted for a lot of tackles against North Plainfield.

See Westfield Gymnastics
On Page 16
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

419 Otisco Drive, Westfield $790,000
This exciting new listing offers 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths & is located one block from Jefferson Elementary
school. Totally renovated in 2004 with new windows and roof, lovely hardwood floors, beautiful family room/dining
room addition with Andersen sliders to rear yard, large gourmet kitchen, patio with retractable awning, Florida Room,
hot tub, multi-zone heat and air conditioning, and much more! The open floor plan lends itself to easy entertaining.
Beautifully landscaped with open front porch and private yard. Loaded with amenities, too numerous to list!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3RD  1-4PM


