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LEXI BORR SHUTS OUT ALL OPPONENTS FOR FIRST SINGLES CROWN

Lady Blue Devils Take all Five Flights,
Sweep Union County Tennis Tournament

MURRAY SCORES 4 TDs, HESS RETURNS INT FOR TD

Grid Blue Devils Have Mercy,
Defeat Watchung Hills, 35-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven Blue Devils walked off the
courts with early victories to give the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team a clean sweep of all five flights
at the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on September 24. The
sweep also extended the Blue Devils’
streak of UCT championships to six.

Westfield finished with a total of 100,
followed by Kent Place (KP) at 72,
Governor Livingston (GL) at 42, Oak
Knoll (OK) at 41, Union (U) at 27 and
Summit (S) at 24. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) placed seventh with 16
followed by Cranford at 13 and New
Providence (NP) at 8. AL Johnson (ALJ)
of Clark and Plainfield tied for 10th at 3.

Blue Devil sophomore Lexi Borr
defended her first singles crown in
high fashion by shutting out every
opponent she faced. In her finals
match with Jasmine Muniz-Cadorette

(U), Borr, the top seed, did not seem
to be affected by a large group of fans
rooting for the underdog.

“I like it! I would rather have that
than all the pressure on me of all the
people wanting me to win. I don’t get
offended. I would do the same,” Lexi
Borr said.

Borr, who won, 6-0, 6-0, was the
first to walk off the courts with an
individual title.

“I tried to serve well. She has a
good serve also, and I just had to play
my game. I had game points against
me. It was a matter of if you want to
let a game go, and I don’t like letting
any games go,” Lexi Borr said.

Lexi’s sister, Samantha, seeded
second at second singles, breezed to
the semifinals with a pair of 6-0, 6-0,
wins, but although she defeated
Laurinel Gramaica (U), 6-0, 6-1, to
reach the finals, she said, “The last
match wasn’t easy. She played very
well. She had a very powerful fore-

hand, so I tried to hit as many balls
back as possible and not miss. I had to
keep away from her forehand.”

Revenge was sweet for Sam Borr
when she toppled Erin McDonnell
(KP), 6-2, 6-2, for the title.

“I wasn’t worrying about the score.
I was just trying to play every point.
I didn’t have any pressure, because
she beat me last time. If I lost, it was
not going to be the end of the world,
so I played my hardest. I tried mov-
ing the ball around. My serve was
helping me today,” said Sam Borr,
who also has a pair of UCT first
doubles titles under her belt.

Although all of the Blue Devil girls
had completed their matches within
10 minutes of each other, when senior
Debbie Wu walked off the court with
a 6-0, 6-1, victory over Bridget Farrell
(OK), the sweep was complete.

“It’s really good for our team. This
season, we knew we were going to be
strong. It was one of our goals to

sweep the counties,” said Wu, winner
of three UCT singles titles. “I really
focused on my game, keeping myself
calm, being able to hit my shots when
necessary. All my opponents were
good, but I wanted to make sure I
played my game. My first serves were
good. It helped me win some points;
especially, my ground strokes have
improved. They have become more
consistent.”

Blue Devil Morgan Murphy, win-
ner of two previous UCT first doubles
crowns, added her third, this time with
her sister Sarah after topping Lauren
Oberlander and Lili Hutchinson (KP),
6-2, 6-1, in the finals.

“I am happy that I was able to win
with my sister. We have been playing
really well this season,” Morgan said.

“We were able to be aggressive and
get our first serves in. It worked out
today,” Sarah said.

Analyzing her sister’s strength,
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Senior running back AJ Murray’s
four touchdown runs and senior wide
receiver Ryan Hess’ 38-yard inter-
ception return for a touchdown in
the first half enacted an early mercy
rule, but the Westfield High School
football team did have mercy on
Watchung Hills in a 35-14 victory at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on September 25.

Murray carried 11 times for 104
yards, which included respective
touchdown runs of six, 49, 10 and
two yards, all in the first half. Unlike
in the previous week where the
Bridgewater-Raritan defense success-
fully plugged the middle to prevent
Murray from any huge gains, the
Blue Devils’ offensive line opened

holes against Watchung Hills.
“Basically, this team runs the same

defense as Bridgewater, so I know
the coaches tried to work a lot with
the line to get on their blocks, espe-
cially the blitz. They [Watchung Hills]
always shoot the gaps. Our line did a
great job of picking up the blitz and
opening holes. That’s what we worked
on in practice,” Murray explained.

“We had a really good week of
preparation. The kids really re-
sponded coming off the loss. The
good things we did on the practice
field, we had to get it on the game
field today. The kids came out and
executed,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said.

The 2-1 Blue Devils’ first-team de-
fense held the Warriors to 10 yards
rushing and 24 yards passing in the first
half. With a 35-0 lead at the half, coach
DeSarno mercifully employed his de-
fensive and offensive second teams for
the remainder of the game. Blue Devil
defensemen Nick Matthews, James
McCrea, Chris Mannino, Brenton Har-
ries and Michael Mondon recorded
quarterback sacks.

“Defense was sharp! Kenny Miller,
our defensive coordinator, had a great
game plan, and the kids executed. We
had to be disciplined,” Coach DeSarno
said.

“We worked a lot in practice about
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEEPING AT THE UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT…Blue Devil sophomore Lexi Borr shutout every opponent en
route to her second Union County Tournament first singles title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-TOUCHDOWN DAY…Blue Devil running back AJ Murray had touch-
down runs of six, 10, 49 and two yards in a 35-14 triumph over Watchung Hills
on September 25.


