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AAI to Hold a Community
Day Open House at Sperry

CRANFORD – Amateur As-
tronomers, Inc. (AAI) has an-
nounced that it will hold a special
“Community Day Open House” at
William Miller Sperry Observa-
tory this Saturday, October 2, from
5:30 to 10:30 p.m.

This event will be a token of
AAI’s appreciation to the residents
of Union County who expressed
their support and concern for keep-
ing Sperry Observatory open and
part of the Union County College’s
(UCC) Cranford campus.

AAI and UCC now have a two-
year agreement that will permit
AAI to continue offering its free
programs at Sperry Observatory.

For more than 60 years, AAI’s
goals have always been to provide
educational programs, free of
charge, for the general public and
the students and faculty of UCC.
The outpouring of support re-
minded AAI of how much it is at
home in Union County.

AAI will conduct informal tours
of the observatory, and visitors are

invited to view displays, receive
free gifts, enjoy refreshments and,
weather permitting, have the
chance to look through AAI’s two
telescopes, which are among the
largest in the northeast available
for amateur use.

AAI is renewing its commitment
to providing free services to the
community with new outreach pro-
grams. Among these are programs
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center, including a regular Satur-
day afternoon program in which
visitors can – if it is clear – safely
observe the sun through a properly
filtered telescope. AAI also will
have an increased presence at street
fairs and other opportunities to
bring astronomy to the public.

This is in addition to the contin-
ued “Fridays at Sperry” programs
every Friday evening at Sperry Ob-
servatory, monthly General Mem-
bership meetings and other events.

For more information about AAI
and its programs, visit
asterism.org.

RIDING FOR A CURE…On October 3, these Westfield and Cranford residents
will “Ride for the Cure” in the MS NYC Bike Tour. They will saddle up and pedal
around Manhattan to fundraise for the National MS Society. They call themselves
“Guys and Dolls” and have ridden since 1998. Since that time, they have raised
more than $42,000. To support them, visit GuysAndDolls.info. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Team Captain Scott Gleason, Craig Larrain, Geneva and Nancy
Gleason, Joe Aronds and Georgia Gleason. Local members not shown include
Greg and Ilana Rood of Westfield and Josh Hanke of Cranford.

Miss NJ Celebrates With
Literacy Volunteers Tonight
COUNTY – Literacy Volunteers

of Union County will celebrate the
publication of Connection, a student
art and literary magazine, tonight,
September 30, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, East. The event
will begin at 7 p.m.

Ashleigh Udalovas, Miss New Jer-
sey 2010, will be a guest speaker at
the celebration. Ms. Udalovas is a
dedicated literacy volunteer who has
devoted her personal and professional
life to the cause of early literacy
intervention through her involvement
in the Miss America organization and
the promotion of her personal plat-
form, Read to Succeed: Improving
America’s Future through Literacy.

The evening also will feature stu-
dent readings of work published in
the magazine, as well as a display of
student paintings. Refreshments will

follow the presentations.
This education program is made

possible in part by a 2009 HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reaching
Thousands) Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Entries were received from 62 stu-
dents for consideration in the maga-
zine. Forty students’ work was cho-
sen for publication. The magazine
title, Connections, was selected from
37 suggestions made by students par-
ticipating in the project.

All tutors, students, family and
friends of literacy are welcome to
attend.

To learn more about Literacy Vol-
unteers, visit lvaunion.org or contact
Susan at (908) 755-7998 or by e-mail
at susan@lvaunion.org. Click on the
link in Upcoming Events for more
information about the magazine cel-
ebration this evening.

MEF to Bring Back
‘Taste of the Towns’

MOUNTAINSIDE – A popular
Mountainside event is returning. The
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) will host “Taste of the Towns”
on Monday, November 15, at L’ Af-
faire Fine Catering in Mountainside.

Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to socialize while sampling vari-
ous cuisine and beverages from up-
and-coming restaurants and estab-
lishments in the area.

This year’s “Taste” will offer fare
from restaurants Mosaico, Basilico and
Huntley Tavern, among others. Evening
highlights will include a silent auction
featuring high-end offerings. All pro-
ceeds will benefit MEF, a not-for-profit
organization that raises funds to enrich
curriculum for children in the
Mountainside school district.

Advance tickets are $60 for a single
or $100 per couple. For more infor-
mation, contact Maria Goldman at
mgoldman94@verizon.net or Tricia
Freer at tpfreer@aol.com.

Wardlaw School Plans
Annual Fall Fair

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
Parents’ Association will host its an-
nual Fall Fair on Saturday, October
16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event,
which will be held at 1295 Inman
Avenue in Edison, is free and open to
the public.

Vendors such as Diamond Castle,
Rocking Horse Toys, Swain Galler-
ies and Scottish Gourmet USA will
sell high-quality items at the Fall Fair
Boutique in the school’s All-Purpose
Room. A 50/50 Raffle and Tricky
Tray auction also will be held. An-
tique appraisals also will be available
for $5 per item.

Home-baked goods will be offered
at the Fall Fair Bakery, and the
school’s Oakwood Room will be
transformed into Carlucci’s Café,
where a sit-down luncheon with
homemade Italian food will be served.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge Booster Club
will sell popular luncheon fare such
as hot dogs, hamburgers and more.

Children will be able to enjoy
games and crafts in the Laidlaw Gym-
nasium, while the Wardlaw-Hartridge
Rams compete in soccer, volleyball
and tennis matches.

For more information, call (908)
754-1882.

OFF TO SCHOOL WE GO…More
than 200 students and families partici-
pated in Wilson Elementary School’s
annual Walk to School Day earlier this
month. The participation of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Principal Joseph
Malanga, along with beautiful weather,
made for a great morning to celebrate
all of the benefits of walking to school
in Westfield.

Benefit Clothing Drive,
Flea Market on Tap

SCOTCH PLAINS – Beginning
at 9 a.m. this Saturday, October 2,
area residents can donate used cloth-
ing and shop at a flea market at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, in the front parking lot, to
benefit the high school’s musicians
and ice hockey team.

Wearable and usable men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing;
shoes, belts and handbags; linens,
including comforters, curtains, sheets
and tablecloths, and stuffed animals
will be accepted for the drive. All
items should be put in plastic bags.

Donations will be accepted until

11:30 a.m. The annual flea market
fundraiser will be open until 3 p.m.

Proceeds from the flea market will
benefit the high school Pay to Play
ice hockey team. Clothing drive pro-
ceeds will benefit the Music Boost-
ers. Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School is located at 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

O P E N  H O U S E S

October 13                   Open House Program            October 17/ 
                                                November 14

Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Wednesday, October 13, 2010, 9-11 a.m.

Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 17, 2010, 1-3 p.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2010, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 
908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory  
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15  |  Refreshments & Registration  |    

9:15 - 10:00  |        Information Session  | 

10:00 - 11:00  |                    Tours  |  

1:00 - 1:15

1:15 - 2:00

2:00 - 3:00

  

SSt.Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy that makes a difference  
in your child’s life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
Open House 

Sunday, October 24,  1 – 3 PM 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

“It is not simply Prep for four years... it’s Prep for life!”

144 Grand Street  Jersey City, NJ  07302  201.547.6400  www.spprep.org

Saint Peter’s Prep
new jersey’s jesuit high school since 1872

Join us for our Spring Open House, Sunday, October 3, 2 - 4 p.m., and see why young men
from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and 115 more communities in New Jersey and New York 
have chosen a Jesuit education in downtown Jersey City, and say,

Ira Jersey to Speak
To S.A.R. Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – The October meet-

ing of the West Fields Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution
(S.A.R.) will be held tomorrow, Fri-
day, October 1, at 8 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Guest speaker Ira Jersey will dis-
cuss “Flags Over the Colonies: A Re-
view of Cultures and Heraldry of Co-
lonial America.” Mr. Jersey’s presen-
tation will focus on the demographics
of early Colonial America and the
transformation to a multi-cultural so-
ciety within the British Empire.

He will highlight the progression
of flags utilized within the American
colonies that eventually became the
first Continental Congress’ mandated
American flag.

This meeting will be open to the
public. Light refreshments will be
served. For more information, call
Father Donald Hummel, chapter
president, at (732) 381-9167.

Pingry Announces
Merit Semifinalists

AREA – Eleven members of
Pingry’s Class of 2011, including one
who is an early college entrant, are
semifinalists in the 2011 National
Merit Scholarship Program, in its 56th
year of honoring students who show
exceptional academic ability and po-
tential for success in rigorous college
studies.

The semifinalists are, in alphabeti-
cal order, Jeffrey Baum, Jared Cohen,
Helen Daifotis of Westfield, Lakshmi
Davey, Ashley Feng, William Fischer,
Victor Hsue, Theodore Macioce,
Pranav Maganti, Albert Magnell and
Taylor Smith.

Approximately 8,400 National
Merit Scholarships, worth more than
$36 million, will be offered in the
spring of 2011.

To enter the 2011 program, stu-
dents took the 2009 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test (PSAT/NMSQT); the na-
tional pool of semifinalists includes
the highest-scoring entrants in each
state.

To advance to the finals, a semifi-
nalist must demonstrate an outstand-
ing academic record throughout high
school, be endorsed and recom-
mended by the school principal and
earn SAT scores that confirm the ear-
lier qualifying test.

The scholarship application in-
cludes information about the student’s
participation and leadership in school
and community activities. Approxi-
mately 15,000 semifinalists will ad-
vance to the finals.

Chelsea Invites Community
To Various Fall Activities

FANWOOD – The public is in-
vited to a series of free events at The
Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living
community, located at 295 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

“Lunch and Learn: Life After 60”
will take place from October 7
through November 11. This program
will feature six sessions on staying
healthy and empowered later in life,
presented by health educator
Lorraine Kowalski. On each date,
the program will begin at 10 a.m., and
will be followed by a free lunch at
11:45 a.m. Sessions will take place
on October 7, 14, 21 and 28 and
November 4 and 11.

On Saturday, October 23, an open
house event will take place from 1 to
4 p.m. Visitors will have an opportu-
nity to tour The Chelsea’s Assisted
Living, Independent Living and
Alzheimer’s/Memory Care programs
and the brand-new Lofts at Chelsea
independent living apartments. Par-
ticipants additionally will be able to
sample specialties by The Chelsea’s

chef and win a door prize.
On Thursday, October 28, a pump-

kin-decorating activity, open to the
public, will be held from 4 to 6 p.m.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information on all of these
events, call (908) 654-5200.

MOM Collecting Costumes
To Support Building of Well
WESTFIELD – Mothers On a

Mission (MOM), a charitable or-
ganization based in Westfield dedi-
cated to helping women and chil-
dren in developing countries, has
partnered with an organization
called Charity: Water to help build
a well that will provide clean wa-
ter to a village in a developing
country.

“We learned about Charity: Wa-
ter from a local middle-school stu-
dent, Forrest Keating, who does
presentations for elementary-
school students on the need for
clean water in third world coun-
tries. We adapted the program to
local summer camps and had the
campers fill empty water bottles
that we provided with spare
change,” said Meghan Walsh, edu-
cation and community outreach co-
ordinator for MOM.

With the additional help of per-
sonal donations, race sponsorships
and lemonade stands, MOM raised
over $5,000. All of the money will
go directly to the building and main-
tenance of a specific well, including
the establishment of a water council
that is made up of local villagers,
half of whom must be women. Con-
struction will take approximately one
year and, once completed, it will be
able to be viewed on the Charity:
Water website.

“One of the reasons we chose
Charity: Water is because 100 per-
cent of the money we raised goes
to the well; they do not keep any of
the donations for administrative
costs. Additionally, it is a concept
that is easy for children to under-
stand and it gives women in the
villages a position of power on the
water council. It really hits on all
of the issues that MOM is promot-
ing,” added Mrs. Walsh.

The next fundraiser will be a
costume sale at 11 Stanley Oval in
Westfield. Donations of gently

used costumes are being accepted
through tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 1. They can be dropped off at
11 Stanley Oval in bins on the
front porch. All costumes will be
available for purchase for $5 be-
tween noon and 3 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 2, and all proceeds
will benefit MOM.

MOM’s inaugural fundraiser
dinner will be held on Saturday,
November 13, at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. The
event will raise additional funds
for the Our Lady of Peace
Children’s Ark Orphanage in
Uganda. For every $350 raised, an
orphan can be sponsored so that he
or she may attend school, by cov-
ering their tuition, uniform and
lunch expenses. For more infor-
mation, visit MOM’s website:
mothersonamission.vpweb.com.

The Charity: Water well is one
of several projects that MOM has
undertaken in the first year since
its inception. MOM came into ex-
istence in the fall of 2009 when
Westfield residents Kerry Mooney
and Ali Costalos were inspired by
the book “Half the Sky” by Nicho-
las Kristof.

Together, Mrs. Mooney and Mrs.
Costalos created MOM and re-
cruited friends and acquaintances
to build an organization that could
offer help so desperately needed in
developing countries.

In addition to the Charity: Water
well effort, MOM has held two
drives for goods in town. In the
winter of 2010, MOM gathered
more than 75 large bottles of vita-
mins for the Henry B. King Medi-
cal Brigade. Dr. Michael Cahill of
Spring Lake heads the Brigade,
comprised of a group of about 45
doctors, nurses and volunteers who
visit Honduras every Easter to pro-
vide medical care in remote vil-
lages.

Courtesy of Mitch Aronson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REAL CHAMPIONS…Westfield High School was awarded the ShopRite/NJSIAA
Cup on September 25, at Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Westfield was one of six
schools out of 425 in New Jersey to claim the trophy for most state titles and for
good sportsmanship.


