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Garwood Residents Cannot Afford
Mayor McCarthy’s ‘Status Quo’

County Wellness Program Offers
A Helping Hand With Medical Costs

GOP Has Denied Requests to Post
Relevant Info. on SP Home Page.

If the good residents of Garwood re-
elect Mayor Dennis McCarthy and his
Democrat team on November 2, they can
expect that their taxes will go up by 50
percent within the next five years. Not
based on some imaginary numbers pulled
out of our campaign hat, rather it is sim-
ply based on Team McCarthy and [former
Councilwoman and current council can-
didate] Kathy Villaggio’s past perfor-
mance in borough hall.

Here are the facts:
Under Mayor McCarthy’s leadership

municipal taxes in Garwood have gone
up 50 percent in seven years from a total
of $3,513,110 in 2003 to $5,250,957 in
2009. One has to ponder if he even real-
izes the extent of the burden he has put on
the backs of the borough residents.

The average resident probably has no-
ticed that their taxes are much higher than
they were in 2003. Could this be because
for every man, woman and child in the
borough taxes have gone from $783.62
per year to $1,120.69 per year? This is a
whopping 43 percent increase even

though our population has only grown by
8.76 percent; based on an estimated 4,165
residents in 2003 and 4,530 residents in
2009. It is doubtful that the residents have
received salary increases totaling 43 per-
cent over the course of the same time
period. And we know that this year, 2010,
and next year, 2011, our residents receiv-
ing Social Security benefits will not be
getting a cost-of-living increase in their
checks.

If Mayor McCarthy and the Democrats
continue to control the borough council
they will, undoubtedly, continue to sim-
ply maintain the “status quo” of increas-
ing taxes and cutting services. Garwood
residents simply cannot afford the “status
quo” any longer.

It is time to say no and to vote Repub-
lican on November 2 electing Patricia
Quattrocchi mayor and Victor DeFilippo
and James Mathieu as councilmen.

Garwood Republicans Candidates
Pat Quattrocchi for Mayor

Victor DeFilippo and
James Mathieu for Council
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Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
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SP GOP Candidates Support
SP, FW Depts. Consolidation

A new resource is available for Union
County residents who are struggling with
the high cost of health care. It’s called the
Union County Wellness Program. It can
help you save money on prescription
drugs, along with other health-care sav-
ings.

The main feature of the wellness pro-
gram is a discount plan that helps to lower
the cost of prescription drugs. It’s ideal
for Union County residents who have no
insurance coverage, including students
and the self-employed. If you have an
insurance policy that provides drug cov-
erage, the wellness program can help
close gaps and reduce your out-of-pocket
costs.

The freeholder board started the
wellness program after hearing of its suc-
cess in Bergen County. When we learned
the details of the plan, we knew it was a

good choice. There are no restrictions,
and the program is open to all Union
County residents regardless of age, pre-
existing conditions, or other factors.

The Wellness Program discounts can
range from 10 percent to 50 percent, for
an average of about 30 percent. On some
medications, the savings can be as high as
75 percent.

The Wellness Program is free and easy
to use. It is not an insurance policy. It is
simply a discount plan supported by par-
ticipating medical companies, so there
are no forms, fees, or hidden costs. A
membership card is provided free of
charge. When you purchase your pre-
scription drugs, your pharmacist or cash-
ier scans your card and searches a data-
base for the best available discounts.

You can download free membership
cards and get more information by visit-
ing the county’s website at www.ucnj.org/
wellnessdiscount. Discounts are also
available for hearing aids, vision care,
dental care, diabetes supplies, and certain
pet medications.

If you don’t have Internet access, you
can leave a voice message with your
name and address at the Union County
Wellness Program hotline, (908) 527-
4750, and we will mail a free card and
brochure to you.

The wellness program is a step in the
right direction. We also expect Union
County residents to benefit from Presi-
dent Obama’s new healthcare reforms.
Independent analysis has confirmed that
the new reforms help to reduce the fed-
eral budget deficit while making afford-
able insurance available to more house-
holds. They also help small businesses
with new tax credits, they provide impor-
tant new consumer protections against
arbitrary denial of coverage, and they
prevent insurers from dropping you when
you get sick.

There is still work to be done, but step
by step, we are progressing toward a
more efficient, reasonable and fair health
care system that will benefit Union County
residents.

Bette Jane Kowalski
Union County Freeholder
Candidate for Reelection

Cranford

An article in the September 23 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times was entitled “SP
GOP Slate Says Communication with
Residents Is Its Top Issue.” Nice posi-
tion. But does there past behavior support
this laudable goal? I don’t think so. In the
article, Republican candidates character-
ized the township’s webpage as poor and
pledged to improve it as a communica-
tion tool where residents can look up
“information such as meeting dates, who
to contact about dead animals such as
raccoons.” Well I don’t know about dead
raccoons, but the township’s calendar is
front and center on the main page. A
simple mouse over on a given date shows
the agenda for that day. Not even a single
click is required. Moreover, there is a
simple menu bar across the top that jumps
to any area of the town’s webpage in one
click. Did they look at the current home
page?

The truth of the matter, though, is the
town webpage could be improved by
adding more relevant and timely content.
Yet, it is certainly not the fault of the
webmaster, City Connections. They post
any information the town supplies within
24 hours, and usually much less. The
main problem is that the Republican-led
council has systematically denied requests
to put more relevant information on the
town’s home page. Specifically, the coun-
cil has not acted on requests to publish
meeting agendas and minutes for impor-
tant functions such as the planning board
and zoning board. They also denied re-
quests to publish the town’s master plan.

I find it insulting that, given the taxes we
pay, town citizens are not even entitled to
know what the town’s master plan is!

Despite the controlling Republicans’
penchant for secrecy, there are some no-
table bright spots content-wise. Council-
man [Kevin] Glover led the revitalization
of the town’s web page a few years ago,
rescuing it from a truly stagnant and out-
of-date state. Through Councilman
Glover’s efforts the Scotch Plains
webpage was updated and is now profes-
sionally maintained.

Moreover, the Scotch Plains website
was the first town webpage in the area to
post on-demand video of the town coun-
cil meetings. The town’s recreation de-
partment also makes excellent use of the
webpage to showcase their programs and
even allow sign up for certain activities
over the web. And just once, in 2008, the
town published detailed town budget in-
formation for the first time ever, but only
at my request. Indeed, initially they re-
fused and relented only after I politely
suggested the public should be made
aware of their refusal. Did they embrace
the practice?

No. Since then, Mayor Malool has
failed to post the town budgets in 2009 or

New Jersey Schools Shouldn’t Have
To Depend on Private Donations

By now, we all know that Facebook
Chief Executive Officer Mark Zuckerberg
will be donating $100 million to the New-
ark public schools. This momentous gift
offers an opportunity to reflect about the
funding of our public schools. Mr.
Zuckerberg’s charitable contribution
comes after a long year of Republicans
beating up New Jersey public education.
The assault included an $800- million cut
in state aid to local school budgets, a
botched Race to the Top application that
would have delivered $400 million, and
members of the New Jersey Congres-
sional delegation, including my oppo-
nent, voting against a deficit-neutral bill
that will provide $268 million to schools.
New Jersey has the best public schools in
the nation because we have made them a
priority. Times are tough, but it sets dan-
gerous precedent to slash funding from
our schools and make up the shortfall
with the possibility of private donations.

For eight years, I was a high school
chemistry teacher in Bridgewater. Of the
322 public high schools in New Jersey,
Bridgewater-Raritan ranks 67th. It is an
excellent school because parents and tax-
payers made it a priority. Yet, the school
budget was not able to provide all of the
tools necessary for a well-rounded edu-
cational experience. I raised $93,000 from
private industry, local small businesses
and Sanofi Aventis to develop innovative
science lessons, fund independent re-
search projects, support mentoring pro-
grams and modernize education technol-
ogy across the school district. While I’m
proud to have helped improve the school,
private fundraising for public schools
should not be necessary. It is disappoint-
ing that schools across the country, ex-
ceptional and struggling alike, do not
have the support they need to get the job
done without private donations. Our pub-
lic schools should not be private chari-
ties.

As an Albert Einstein Distinguished
Educator Fellow, I advised members of
Congress on how to shape federal educa-
tion policy so that it would best benefit all
of our students. Now that I’m running for
Congress, I’m making education the cen-
terpiece of my campaign in a district
where 78 percent of parents think that
education should be better funded. My
opponent, Congressman Leonard Lance,

could not be more out of step with the
priorities of parents and families in our
district. When he voted against the Edu-
cation Jobs Fund bill, he said that the
legislation would have a negligible im-
pact on the communities in our district.
For Westfield, schools will receive
$154,785 from the Education Jobs Fund.
Mr. Lance, that funding is not negligible
to our communities.

This is a critical election for New Jer-
sey. Voters have a choice to make about
whether they want to get America’s edge
back or return to the policies of yesterday.
If, in the next 10 years, we commit to
producing the same percentage of col-
lege, masters and PhD graduates as South
Korea and Finland, our GDP will be at
least $1.3 trillion higher, which will help
us compete in the global economy and
pay down our deficit.

Continue prioritization of K-12 educa-
tion is the best investment we can make
for the future of our economy and society.
Education is an economic issue. I know
that our students will one day be our
leaders, entrepreneurs, and inventors…
so long as we continue to properly fund
our public schools: the foundation of
their (and America’s) success. That suc-
cess is not a charity – it’s our future. I
promise that when I am in Congress, I
will fight to make proper funding of New
Jersey’s public education a priority — a
priority I share with 78 percent of the
parents in my district.

Ed Potosnak,
Democrat For Congress

Seventh District

Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro, and William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates for
the Scotch Plains Township Council, have
released a statement commenting on the
recently released shared services report.
The report, prepared by the Jersey Pro-
fessional Management firm, focused on
the prospect of further sharing of services
and personnel between the municipali-
ties of Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Pub-
lic hearings have been scheduled to get
feedback from the citizens of both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Mr. Patti commented, “We are fortu-
nate that for more than 10 years we have
had a formal Shared Services Coordinat-
ing Council comprising members of the
governing bodies of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, in addition to representatives from
the joint school district. Because of their
work, we have realized many cost-saving
initiatives and fostered better communi-
cation between the three entities. I have
no doubt that this favorable relationship
led our municipal leaders to embark on
this latest process to recommend more
significant ways to share and, ultimately,
reduce the tax burden on our citizens. It is
pleasing to see that all this was accom-
plished in a non-partisan manner and I am
hopeful that this positive approach will
continue as we move to effectuate some
or even all of the recommendations in the
report.”

Mr. Trifiro added, “With our economy
continuing to struggle and municipal aid
from Trenton being slashed, there are not

too many other places to turn to save
money while, at the same time, maintain-
ing the services that our residents expect
and deserve. It is time to seriously con-
sider and then implement some or all of
these major department consolidations.
We realize that the prospect of depart-
ment consolidations can be a bit frighten-
ing for our employees, especially when
there would be a net reduction in the work
force. These are real people we are talk-
ing about with families to support. If the
number of employees will inevitably be
reduced by virtue of consolidation, I think
it is reasonable to do this through attri-
tion. As employees retire or move on,
their positions would then be eliminated.
With the magnitude of consolidation rec-
ommended in the report, it might be best
to do so in a gradual manner over several
years.”

Mr. Vastine concluded by saying,
“Even though this report did not recom-
mend a full merger between Fanwood
and Scotch Plains, it should not be com-
pletely ruled out. As we realize more and
more successes and corresponding sav-
ings with each department consolidation,
it could become apparent that a full merger
makes sense. In any case, each consolida-
tion needs to be scrutinized and judged on
its own merits. We must be able to justify
to our taxpayers that every move has the
desired effect; maintaining the level of
service without an added and unneces-
sary tax burden for Scotch Plains resi-
dents.”

2010. Yet, it is standard practice for every
town around us to post detailed line item
budget information for all to see. Shame
on you Scotch Plains government.

Folks, the real story is that the Repub-
licans in Scotch Plains have had their
opportunity to practice open communi-
cation via the town webpage and they
have actively resisted and refused at ev-
ery turn. I speak with some authority on
this issue since, as a former member of
the town’s technology committee, I was
the principal liaison between the town
and our webmaster. Perhaps it was be-
cause of my requests to put the activities
of town government on the web that
Mayor Malool choose to fire me from the
all-volunteer technology committee as
one of her first acts as mayor. Fear not
Scotch Plains, it turns out you can’t fire a
volunteer per se. I will continue to volun-
teer my efforts to provide the town videos
for the town’s webpage despite the lack
of appreciation from the mayor.

So, to claim improved communication
as their top issue, the Republicans are
saying the exact opposite of what they are
doing. There’s a name for that. Don’t be
fooled Scotch Plains.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

<continued next column>
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2010 LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The changing color of leaves and the chill in the air remind us that leaf season is approaching, and
the Department of Public Works is busy making preparations for the Town’s annual leaf collection
program.  With cooperation from all residents, and Mother Nature, the Town can continue to provide
efficient and timely service.

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE
As indicated on the map on the reverse side, the Town is divided into ten leaf collection areas:  Areas
1-6 on the North side and 7-10 on the South side.

Collection will begin simultaneously on the North and South sides on October 18 and
continue to December 3.  During this timeframe two full passes of the Town will be made, with
additional passes if necessary.  Additional passes are based upon the need as determined by the
Town.

No leaves will be permitted in the streets until Saturday October 9.

Collection will begin in Area 1 on the North side, and Area 7 on the South side and
proceed in numerical order.

HOW RESIDENTS CAN HELP
We emphasize that the success of any leaf collection program is due, in large part, to the cooperation
of residents. The Town encourages the use of biodegradable leaf bags for residents who wish to have
leaves picked up.  Bagging leaves helps the Town comply with the Stormwater regulations and will
aid in keeping our streets clean during leaf season.  Following are the ways in which you can help:

Before raking leaves to the street, check the map to find out which area you are in and call the “Leaf
Hotline” (789-4120) to determine when the crews will be in your area.  This will minimize the
amount of time leaf piles are on the street.

Residents employing landscapers are required to inform them of the collection schedule and
must fill out the coupon on the back of this flyer so their landscapers can enter the Conservation
Center.  This permit can be used up until December 17.   As mentioned above, No leaves will
be permitted in the streets until Saturday October 9.

Tree branches, grass or other debris are not accepted at the Union County compost facilities
and piles containing anything other than leaves will not be picked up.

Leaves should be placed in narrow rows along the street, leaving a space along the gutter for
drainage.  This will help minimize local flooding during rains.  Do not pile leaves on or near drainage
inlets, which can lead to local flooding.

Note:  Leaves cannot be placed closer then ten (10) feet from any inlet.

Keep vehicles off the streets during collection days to avoid interference with leaf collection
crews.

CAUTION! Do Not Park Cars Over Leaf Piles.   Hot exhaust systems can ignite the leaves and
cause a car fire.  Also, leaves cannot be picked up if a car is in the way.

OTHER LEAF DISPOSAL OPTIONS
In order to further maximize service, the Town offers residents two other leaf disposal options:

Pickup Service.  Residents will be allowed to place their leaves in BIODEGRADABLE BAGS ONLY
at the curb for  pickup service.  Residents can purchase the biodegradable bags from any Home
Center.  Bags will be picked up curbside by the Town DPW, via the Leaf Hotline (789-4120).
Please leave your message after the recording including your home address.

Conservation Center.  From October 7 to December 17 (weather permitting) the Conservation
Center will be open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., for any residents who want to dispose of their leaves directly. Landscapers serving
Westfield residents may also haul leaves to the Center during this period, provided they have the
required coupon signed by the resident.  The Town Conservation Center will be closed on the
following municipal holidays (Columbus Day-October 11, Veterans Day-November 11,
Thanksgiving-November 25 & 26).

Please note: The Conservation Center will be open during the winter on the following Saturdays:
January 8, 15, 22 and March 12 & 26 from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., weather permitting.

CHRISTMAS TREES:  Christmas trees must be deposited at the Conservation Center only.
They will not be picked up by the Town at the curb.

LOCAL MEDIA INFORMATION
The Westfield Leader will publish an ad on the leaf collection program. Also, all information
pertaining to leaf collection will be posted on the Westfield Website (www.westfieldnj.gov).
In addition, you can call the Leaf Hotline (789-4120).

Thank you for your cooperation.


