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Letters to the Editor
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Who Is Really Benefiting From
County’s Solar-Energy Project?

Times Headline Should
Have Been Objective
The September 23, page 18, 20-col-

umn-inch article on funding New Jersey
women’s health by federal and state
money was certainly worth being read by
all Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times read-
ers.

However, wouldn’t “Journalism 101”
have required a headline like “Dems Fight
Veto of Women’s Health Funds” instead
of The Times’ headline – “Dem Legisla-
tors Vow to Continue to Fight Gov?”

In these political times, that headline
doesn’t offer a clue as to the article’s
content and the readers’ reaction is “What
else is new?” You gave the space for the
article; you should have had an objective
headline.

Sol Domeshek
Scotch Plains

Lou Cerchio is True
Hero in Community

It makes me so proud that Lou Cerchio
is an individual that we have as part of our
Westfield community. After reading the
heroic actions of Mr. Cerchio risking his
own life to save two people drowning in
the ocean, I believe he should serve as a
role model for what it means to be a true
hero in today’s “what about me” society.

Daniel Ives
Westfield

WF ‘Must Provide Better Protection
Of Landmarks That Make It Unique’

Raider Dan Lynch Is
Nephew of Dave Brown

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
written to Westfield Leader/Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times columnist Bruce
Johnson, who writes the weekly Devils
Den column.

*****
I enjoy reading your article each week,

and as a Scotch Plains-Fanwood resident,
I only wish there was a weekly report on
our past and present sports scene.

You were very nice to mention our son,
Daniel Lynch, in your article last week
documenting the SPF vs Westfield game
in which SPF lost. You mentioned play-
ers from both teams who were Westfield
Blue Devil “legacies.”

You mentioned that our son, Dan, as he
likes to be called, the son of former WHS
lacrosse player Dan Lynch…yes, this is
true, but also the nephew of the Giants
great quarterback, Dave Brown. Thought
you’d like to know.

Judi Lynch
Fanwood

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Readers Should
Take Election Season Posturing At Face Failure

Return of Civility Needed In How
We Refer to Our Presidents

B.R.A.K.E.S. Group Thanks All
For Success of Walk to School Day

On Monday evening, October 4, at
7:30 p.m. in the [Westfield] Council
Chambers, the [Westfield] Planning
Board is scheduled to hear an application
for demolition of one of Westfield’s old-
est landmark homes, located at 1049 East
Broad Street.

In 2000, the planning board approved
the subdivision of the then-one-acre par-
cel of land by a local developer into three
lots, with permission to move the existing
then-215-year-old home from its East
Broad Street frontage to the corner lot
facing Karen Terrace.

According to The Westfield Leader
report, “The developer demonstrated to
the board that he was dedicated to restor-
ing this landmark home, assuring all that
this house could be safely moved without
destroying its beauty or structural integ-
rity.”

Many preferred to see the property
divided into two lots, but conceded the
fact [that] this would not be economical
for the developer.

In spite of all the conditions spelled
out in the planning board’s 2000 ap-
proval of subdivision and restoration of
this treasured landmark, the developer
subjected this beautiful home – and it
was (I visited there on numerous occa-
sions while it was privately owned) to
incredible [neglect] so that he could avoid
promised restoration and now come in
for permission to demolish. He has al-
lowed this site to become an embarrass-
ing eyesore for all who pass by — on one
of Westfield’s major entrances ... for 10
long years.

Many interested residents and the
WHPC complained many times about
broken windows and doors flapping in
the breeze, exposing the site to visitors of
all kinds – usually resulting in temporary
fix-ups until the next problems occurred.

This shameful neglect is now culmi-
nating in the forthcoming planning board
meeting. The fact that this condition has
been allowed to exist for so long has been
troubling to many.

Hopefully, time limits on subdivision
approvals will be considered in the fu-
ture.

Built just after the Revolutionary War,
this 1785 home is one of Westfield’s
oldest historic treasures.

Paula Bagger, daughter of the owners
of this site from 1962 to 1992, wrote a
very thorough, documented history of
their beloved home in 1976 – it is most
impressive.

Surely, this unique landmark deserves
better than what it has suffered — and is
now facing – all to enhance an individual’s
finances.

What would it take to bring this impor-
tant site [its] proper recognition? Many
residents feel it would be appropriate for
the developer to correct this self-inflicted
problem – ancient ruins have been re-
stored throughout history – and feel we
must provide better protection of our
landmarks that make Westfield so unique.

All concerned residents are invited to
attend this meeting.

Betty List
Westfield

The B.R.A.K.E.S. Group (Bikers, Run-
ners And Kids are Entitled to Safety)
would like to salute all of the children of
Westfield who walked to school with
their parents on Wednesday, September
22, for Westfield’s 11th annual Walk to
School Day to coincide with National
Walk to School Day. We had an over-
whelming turnout of almost 3,000 stu-
dents and family members who left their
cars at home and walked to school in-
stead.

Everyone got lots of fresh air and exer-
cise, while freeing the streets around the
elementary schools from the usual morn-
ing congestion and pollution. We hope
that many of these families will make it a
habit to “Go Green” and “Be Cool, Walk
to School” in the future. To make it easy
for parents who cannot walk their chil-
dren to school on a regular basis, The
B.R.A.K.E.S. Group, in conjunction with
the Westfield Town Council and admin-
istration, has implemented a program
called the Walking School Bus at each of
the six elementary schools. The program
is funded by a grant from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation, as part of
its Safe Routes to Schools initiative.

Flyers describing the Walking School
Bus program were sent home to some

elementary schools with contact infor-
mation for each school’s representative.
We urge parents to take advantage of this
program for the benefit of their children.
For questions, please ask your local school
PTO representatives. We would like to
thank everyone who helped make Walk
to School Day a tremendous success,
including our town administrator, Jim
Gildea, our town engineer, Kris McAloon,
and Michael Scott at Coldwell Banker.
We would also like to thank the local
“celebrities” who walked with the chil-
dren who were lucky enough to win our
raffle, including Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Deputy Fire Chief
David Kelly, Deputy Fire Chief Ken
Dannevig, Police Detective Lisa Perrotta
and Sergeant Jason McErlean, and the six
elementary school principals: Matthew
Bolton (McKinley), Eileen Cambria
(Franklin), Michael Cullen (Tamaques),
Joseph Malanga (Wilson), Jeanette
Munoz (Jefferson), and Andrew Perry
(Washington). It is wonderful to have the
support of so many community leaders.
We couldn’t do it without you!

Lisa Kops-Wendel
B.R.A.K.E.S. Group

Westfield

A CNN website news headline of Sep-
tember 22, asks, “How did Obama lose
his mojo?” Is this how we now talk about
our Presidents? “Mojo” is the word used
in the movie series to describe what Aus-
tin Powers (played by Michael Myers)
was sexually lacking. Is CNN equating
the President of the United States of
America with this totally dissolute fic-
tional character? Is this how we are to
describe the failings of our presidents?

I do not intend this letter to be partisan.
After all, most of us have had quite enough
of “Bush bashing.” President Andrew
Jackson was called “King Andrew.” Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln was called a “ba-
boon.” Chevy Chase on Saturday Night
Life became famous and very wealthy by
shamelessly portraying President Gerald
R. Ford as physically inept when, in fact,
President Ford was one of our most ath-
letic Presidents. President Jimmy Carter
was derisively called “a peanut farmer.”

Today is different because there is a
degree of hostility and disrespect shown
toward public officials and political lead-
ers, which I have never witnessed in all
my many years as a political scientist (Ph.
D.). This hostility and disrespect has, in
large part, destroyed the bipartisanship
which, for example, helped in passage of
the Civil Rights Act of 1957 under Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower and which
helped in passage of Medicare and Med-
icaid and the Civil Rights Act of 1964
under President Lyndon B. Johnson.

Former President Carter in his new
book, White House Diary, expresses grati-
tude for the bipartisan support he re-
ceived for his legislative program.

Which political leader today escapes
mean-spiritedness and derision and be-
littlement and excoriation and even vili-
fication? This is not the satire of Gilbert
and Sullivan who in H. M. S. Pinafore

said the “the only ship” the First Lord of
the Admiralty had ever seen was “a part-
nership!” Today news “commentary” and
“comedy” are venomous whether on the
Left or on the Right and made even more
so because of the speed and pervasive-
ness of new communication technolo-
gies. Nor is the private sector spared as
many chief executive officers can testify.

The coarsening of public debate should
be of utmost concern to thoughtful and
sensitive people. Who will want to serve
in public office or manage a business in
this climate of incivility? It’s time to
retire that old adage from childhood,
“Sticks and stones may break my bones
but names will never hurt me.”

The very survival of our democracy
demands a civility, which is now so sorely
missing. We might start reviving civility
by thinking about the words of President
Abraham Lincoln from his second inau-
gural address on March 4,1865. He used
these words to try to heal the deep divi-
sions caused by the Civil War. May these
words now may be used to heal the deep
divisions, which are ripping apart our
country: “With malice toward none, with
charity for all.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Scott Webb of Westfield is correct in
his assertion (September 23 letter) that it
would take mismanagement or outright
theft for the [Union County] solar-panel
project to fail.

But he forgets that in Union County,
we have that aplenty, pullulating under a
web of deception that connected carpet-
baggers weave around a gulled citizenry.
From Mr. Webb’s discussion with “the
law firm that is handling the details of this
transaction” (presumably DeCotiis,
Fitzpatrick), he has learned that what the
“county gets is approximately a 30-per-
cent savings in electric rates” and that the
“primary reason the UCIA [Union County
Improvement Authority] is issuing bonds
for the PPA [Power-Purchase Agreement]
provider is so they can receive better
terms.” From my independent review, I
found that any 30-percent savings would
only be on the solar portion, which is
estimated to be about 10 percent of total
energy consumed.

The feasibility study for Morris County
anticipated a 2.36-percent savings in the

total electricity bill. The bonds, because
of private-sector participation, are feder-
ally taxable and will be issued in the first
state ever to be charged with securities
fraud. There is no guarantee of a better
rate. There is also the real possibility that
the PPA provider, set up to service the
debt and maintain the solar panels, could
default if either generous tax subsidies
are removed or the SREC [Solar Renew-
able Energy Credit] market, that will be
heavily relied upon for the bulk of the
repayments, tanks.

What is more certain is what DeCotiis,
Fitzpatrick will be getting. Through Sep-
tember, their total bills for this project
came to $171,106 with the engineering
firm of PMK/BSG Group, another major
campaign donor, getting $155,000.
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick is the general coun-
sel to the UCIA, yet all the counsel they
seem to be providing is in support of
projects they bring to the UCIA from
which they benefit handsomely.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Thank you for your continued election
coverage, including your recent articles
focusing on the Independent, Republican
and Democrat candidates. As mayor, and
therefore the leader of the governing body,
I feel compelled to address certain state-
ments that allege a “complete failure in
leadership” during my administration.

The sewer utility, which was created
last year, was indeed created to allow our
budget to remain under cap. The alterna-
tives were to lay off a significant number
of our already understaffed workforce, or
to borrow money from the state, which
would have cost us more than $600,000
and was deemed irresponsible by a ma-
jority of the township council. The utility
was discussed in great detail at almost
every council meeting and was described
on our website.

Speaking of the website, improvements

are always welcome; however, I must
point out that all meeting dates are cur-
rently posted on the website under “cal-
endars,” and with regard to “who to con-
tact about dead animals,” there is a listing
for animal service (dead or stray) under
department locator, which then gives three
extensions for our health department when
reporting a dead animal in the street.

I take exception to the governing body’s
alleged “reluctance to listen to some of
our department heads and to take into
account some of their ideas” that could
potentially save money. In fact, last year
each department head was asked to sug-
gest both revenue-generating and cost-
saving measures, and the viable ones
have all been implemented over the past
year.

Finally, some candidates were “criti-
cal of why the town may have to bail out

the senior housing center,” and note that
“something got overlooked.” Perhaps
something was overlooked – about 15
years ago when the original agreement
was signed with the Senior Housing Cor-
poration. The corporation’s financial dif-
ficulties did not start this year, or even
last year. This is a complex situation that
has evolved over many years and is not as
easy to remediate as some have sug-
gested. It is easy, however, to be critical
of something you don’t fully understand.
The residents of Scotch Plains can rest
assured that we are researching every
practical solution. While I do appreciate
your coverage, I caution your readers not
to take election season posturing at face
value, and instead, to become fully in-
formed before voting this November.

Mayor Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

In Elections, Political Handlers
Can Be Brain Dead at Local Events

We try to balance our election coverage of the
various campaigns and political parties to help our
readers decide on voting. Our photographers are on-
call to visit fundraisers and events. Sometimes,
things don’t work out.

Though we were originally invited, last week the
communications director for Seventh Congressional
District Democratic candidate Ed Potosnak called
this newspaper to inform us that a fundraiser for the
candidate at the Fanwood home of Union County
Freeholder Al Mirabella and wife Phyllis was closed
to the press – and we could only attend if we donated
money to the candidate.

Phyllis and Al knew nothing of the call and were
mortified when they found out – assuring us we were
always welcome in their home, as often in the past.

As a newspaper, we do not donate to political
campaigns — and we have signed agreements with
the county to that effect. Per policy, we do not
endorse candidates. Though, sometimes we might
be motivated to “dis-endorse.”

On national election campaigns, it seems that both
Republicans and Democrats hire staffers out of their
Washington, D.C. party headquarters that use simi-

lar play book rules: only invite members of the press
to “staged” events where their candidates can read
prepared statements that have been sanitized.

At a Tom Kean, Jr. event during the 2006 United
States Senate race, his campaign “handler” tried to
sequester our reporters from mingling with other
guests, including Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.
Sometimes these handlers, carpetbaggers, are brain
dead, without a clue locally. It just adds to the
nonsense of “silly season.”

In the past few weeks, we have covered a Repub-
lican fundraiser featuring Governor Chris Christie
for Union County GOP freeholder candidates in
Summit, the New Jersey Democratic Committee’s
first annual statewide picnic in Sayreville and a
fundraiser at Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr’s home
for the Democratic candidates for borough council.
We couldn’t have been treated better – by all of them.

As we receive invitations, we will continue to
assign our staff to cover these events. We can only
bring these to you with the cooperation of the cam-
paigns.

You won’t see a Potosnak campaign photo this
week.

Stuff’n Down a Few
 Hot Dogs at Halftime

I just love Saturday afternoon high school foot-
ball. And so it was last week in Westfield – but I was
distracted from stuff’n down a few hotdogs at half-
time.

The Westfield High School  band performance at
halftime was terrific; the kids were involved, enthu-
siastic and talented – very well prepared. I could
sense their sparkle and pride. The program design by
teacher Douglas Schwarz was entertaining, differ-
ent - and demanding I’m sure.

Not being musical, I have little to say about the
style and choreography of the performance. What
got the kids so charged up? I saw the band after the

halftime program circled about; reviewing what
happened; just like winning a football game and
preparing for the next one.

Well done.
An item of considerable controversy is who has

the best food at local high school football games. I
intend to eat my way around the conference to
develop an opinion.

Last time I checked, Linden’s chili dogs were the
best in the county; though I could never get through
to the food stand at halftime with the colossal crowd
and delicious aroma of fried chicken at Plainfield’s
Hubb Stein Field.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cyphonism – A form of ancient

punishment consisting of smearing the
victim with honey and exposing him to
insects.

2. Tohubohu – Chaos
3. Catabasion – A chamber in a Greek

church, under the alter, where relics are
kept

4. Melic – Of song or poetry

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PATAS
1. The West African red monkey
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. The head of a household
4. The act of rubbing; massaging

ACHROMASIA
1. Elevation sickness
2. Motion sickness
3. Lack of pigment in the skin
4. Blood disorder resulting from insuf-

ficient chromium
CAPPADINE

1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-
ing hot coffee cups

2. Waste silk sheared from silkworm’s
cocoons after the good silk has been
reeled off

3. Cornish crow with red feet and beak
4. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel
EXSICCATE

1. To dry up or evaporate
2. To discolor or blacken as if by burn-

ing
3. Having a rough and dry surface
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Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ
07090 (908) 518-7733

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

See more Letters On page 5


