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Clerk Rajoppi Points to Her
Innovations In Reelection Bid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Three-term Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, a
Democrat, said this week that she is
seeking reelection to complete the
innovations she has brought to the
office over the past 15 years and,
previously, as register of deeds and
mortgages for 12 years.

“Most people [who] know me over
the years know that I am a person of
integrity and honesty and a person
with innovative ideas,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “I love my job. I love helping
people, assisting people. I mean that’s
what out our office is about – cus-
tomer service and accessibility. We
(county clerks) are
administrators…we are not really
policy makers.”

Ms. Rajoppi said she wants to con-
tinue to digitize land records so that
they are available on-line. “By no
means have I brought the entire
office…and the documents up to the
level of technology that they should
be at,” she said.

During an interview last Thursday
at The Westfield Leaders and The
Times’ office, Ms. Rajoppi said her
office recently put in place what she
described as a “state-of-the-art disas-
ter-recovery plan” to ensure that
Union County can continue to record
land records during weather-related
or other types of emergencies. New
Jersey requires every county to back
up all its scanned images of property
records on CDs and keep those records
off-site to protect them from being
destroyed in the event of a disaster.

“But it occurred to me after 9/11,
when Wall Street was closed for a
week, that my office is the economic
lynchpin of the county. If people can-
not conduct business, and that is the
buying and selling of property, then
Union County is at a standstill eco-
nomically,” she said. In response, she
said she created a redundant com-
puter program for the storage of land
records on a sister computer in her
office and located the new computer
at an off-site location from her office
at the county courthouse in Eliza-
beth.

“We spent months transferring mil-
lions and millions and millions of
images on to it (the offsite computer),”
Ms. Rajoppi said. “We would be will-
ing, if there are people [who] get in
(to the off-site location), to be up and
running literally within a matter of
hours,” should the clerk’s office at
the county courthouse not be acces-
sible. “That computer is daily backed
up; it’s redundant, the same com-
puter I have in my office.”

She said $390,000 of the half-mil-
lion-dollar cost of the project was
supported through a New Jersey Pub-
lic Archives and Records Infrastruc-
ture Support Grant Program (PARIS).
Another $37,000 came out of the
clerk office’s trust fund account, with
the remaining $100,000 from her
capital budget.

Her next goal is to create digital
images of all land maps in the county
dating back to 1977 and have these
maps placed on the Internet. “And we
have literally tens of thousands of
maps,” she said. Her website con-

Medved Vows to Ask Tough
Questions on Freeholder Bd.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Former Rahway
Councilwoman Elyse Bochicchio
Medved is making her second quest
for a seat on the nine-member Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. She last ran in 2002, and was a
candidate for State Assembly from
the 22nd Legislative District in 2005.

Previously active with the group
Concerned Citizens of Union County,
Ms. Medved remains concerned over
the operation of the county’s Re-
source Recovery Facility, the county’s
garbage incinerator located in her
hometown of Rahway.

When asked about the county’s plan
to extend its lease with Covanta En-
ergy, the private operator of the facil-
ity, Ms. Medved said cost estimates
she has received place the cost to build
the incinerator in the 1990s at $282
million, $6 million more than the $276
million the freeholders say would be
generated in tax savings through the
lease extension agreement with
Covanta through the year 2045.

“When they tell you that they are
going to have all these millions [of
dollars] in savings, they are not going
to tell you that you already paid for
those savings in the debt [and] in the
cost of building it,” she said. “And
you have to wonder why anybody
would want to put a contract out that
far, unless they thought that, eventu-
ally, it would be a bad contract.”

She said other New Jersey counties
that do not have incinerators are able to
move garbage from transfer stations to
landfills “very inexpensively” and that
Rutgers University is working on envi-
ronmental-science options that could
produce more efficient and safer meth-
ods for disposing of solid waste.

“Every time they (the county)
change these contracts, they open it
up to more kinds of waste and less
oversight,” she said.

Speaking about the 2-percent tax
levy cap, Ms. Medved said the free-
holders could have saved money by
being more fiscally prudent; she
said they could have chosen not to
expand the golf operations at Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in Union.

“We shouldn’t be competing with
elite golf courses,” she said. “Maybe
they are going to make money back
with it…maybe they shouldn’t be in
the business of trying to be a caterer,”
a reference to a banquet facility being
built at Galloping Hill.

She called the cost of Union
County’s annual MusicFest “a lot (of
expenses) for a few hours of enter-
tainment.” A former entertainer in
theatre arts, she said, “Nobody cares
more about bringing real low-cost art
to people, but I just think for one or
two days, this is a lot of money.”

“Maybe that money could have been
spread out by helping schools bring

children to the theater at a low cost or
subsidizing tickets to other things in-
stead of the expense of those two
nights [of entertainment],” she said.

Ms. Medved said tough economic
times call for “conservative steward-
ship.”

“You maintain what you have, and
you don’t expand into things you don’t
have to,” she said. Instead, she rea-
soned the county could help its citizens
financially to go to the county’s pools
or help families with sponsorships to
the YMCA. “Things like that could be
sometimes cheaper than building some-
thing right now,” she said.

Like her running mates, Ms.
Medved also supports suspending the
county’s Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund tax, a fund ap-
proved by voters in 2000. “Is this a
really fair, extra tax at this time? Is
this a really fair way of spending
money at this time?”

“When you are finding it hard to
pay your credit cards, that’s not when
you add an addition to the house.
That’s when you do the repairs you
need to keep it efficient,” she said.

She questioned how the current
board could reduce its budget when a
number of relatives of county elected
officials are on the county payroll.

“[If] everybody is so tightly
knit…who is going to say ‘No, we
have to do a better [job budgeting]?
Our citizens are not making money
[in the economic downturn]. They’re
not an ATM machine (for taxes),’”
she said. “And in the past, they (the
freeholders) had the rare freeholder
[Adrian Mapp] [who] actually read
the budget and asked questions about
it, [and he] disappeared,” she said.
Mr. Mapp was not endorsed by the
county’s Democratic Committee for
a second term and subsequently lost
an Independent bid for re-election.

Calling herself a former liberal
Democrat from Queens, N.Y., and who
lives in a heavily Democratic part of
the county, Ms. Medved said she and
her husband moved to Rahway 16
years ago “when New Jersey was so
much more prosperous.”

“I really think I could bring a dif-
ferent perspective to the board,” she
said. “Things definitely could be done
better.”

The candidate feels the GOP has
made a stronger “effort of getting the
message out to the unaffiliated voters”
this year by employing its new website.

“I think between the three of us
(her running mates Ellen Dickson of
Summit and Brian Flanagan of New
Providence), we have a good mix of
experience in different kinds of
towns,” she said. “I think the real
hard thing is to just make people just
look at that part [county] of the tax
bill and realize that the middle level
of government can sometimes have
the most effect on them.”

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Come see our farm fresh produce, delicious homemade
Italian dishes, fresh mozzarella, Sapore products, Boar’s
Head products, fresh dairy products, breads and bakery
from GP Italian breads, America Bakery.

Weekend samplings on Saturday and Sunday

Bring the kids and your camera forBring the kids and your camera forBring the kids and your camera forBring the kids and your camera forBring the kids and your camera for
a photo in our GIANT pumpkin display!a photo in our GIANT pumpkin display!a photo in our GIANT pumpkin display!a photo in our GIANT pumpkin display!a photo in our GIANT pumpkin display!

The Tramontano family
invites you to visit
Front Street
Farmer’s Market.

Iceberg

LETTUCELETTUCELETTUCELETTUCELETTUCE

79¢hd.

Whole

WatermelonWatermelonWatermelonWatermelonWatermelon
$379

ea.

TTTTThis whis whis whis whis week’eek’eek’eek’eek’s specials:s specials:s specials:s specials:s specials:

214 Front Street,214 Front Street,214 Front Street,214 Front Street,214 Front Street,
South Plainfield, NJ  07080South Plainfield, NJ  07080South Plainfield, NJ  07080South Plainfield, NJ  07080South Plainfield, NJ  07080

at the end of Oak Tree Ave,
next to Sherban’s Diner.
908-941-5598908-941-5598908-941-5598908-941-5598908-941-5598

Open: Mon-Sat. 8am-7pmOpen: Mon-Sat. 8am-7pmOpen: Mon-Sat. 8am-7pmOpen: Mon-Sat. 8am-7pmOpen: Mon-Sat. 8am-7pm
Deli closes at 6:30pm

Sun. 8am-5pmSun. 8am-5pmSun. 8am-5pmSun. 8am-5pmSun. 8am-5pm
Deli closes at 4:30pm

Extra Large

EGGSEGGSEGGSEGGSEGGS

99¢doz.

10 lb.
Eastern

POTATOESPOTATOESPOTATOESPOTATOESPOTATOES

$249
bag

Garden fresh

BROCCOLIBROCCOLIBROCCOLIBROCCOLIBROCCOLI

89¢hd.

Homemade Salads
Potato, Macaroni, Cole SlawPotato, Macaroni, Cole SlawPotato, Macaroni, Cole SlawPotato, Macaroni, Cole SlawPotato, Macaroni, Cole Slaw

$2.49lb

Boar’s Head

AmericanAmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican
CheeseCheeseCheeseCheeseCheese

$3.99lb.

Boar’s Head Combo
2/3 lb. Genoa Salami2/3 lb. Genoa Salami2/3 lb. Genoa Salami2/3 lb. Genoa Salami2/3 lb. Genoa Salami

1/3 lb. Provolone Cheese1/3 lb. Provolone Cheese1/3 lb. Provolone Cheese1/3 lb. Provolone Cheese1/3 lb. Provolone Cheese
$6.99lb

Boar’s Head

Ever RoastEver RoastEver RoastEver RoastEver Roast
ChickenChickenChickenChickenChicken

$5.99lb.

Boar’s Head
PepperoniPepperoniPepperoniPepperoniPepperoni

PouchPouchPouchPouchPouch

2/$500

prices valid Thurs, Sept. 30 to Wed, Oct. 6.prices valid Thurs, Sept. 30 to Wed, Oct. 6.prices valid Thurs, Sept. 30 to Wed, Oct. 6.prices valid Thurs, Sept. 30 to Wed, Oct. 6.prices valid Thurs, Sept. 30 to Wed, Oct. 6.
while supplies last.

We have: Gourds, Indian Corn, Caramel and Candy Apples, Apple Cider,
Hay, Corn Stalks. Pumpkins: 29¢ lb. • Large Mums: $3.99 ea.Pumpkins: 29¢ lb. • Large Mums: $3.99 ea.Pumpkins: 29¢ lb. • Large Mums: $3.99 ea.Pumpkins: 29¢ lb. • Large Mums: $3.99 ea.Pumpkins: 29¢ lb. • Large Mums: $3.99 ea.

Win! Place your entry in our contest jar to winPlace your entry in our contest jar to winPlace your entry in our contest jar to winPlace your entry in our contest jar to winPlace your entry in our contest jar to win

a GIANT pumpkin AND a $10 Farmer’s Market Gift Certificate!a GIANT pumpkin AND a $10 Farmer’s Market Gift Certificate!a GIANT pumpkin AND a $10 Farmer’s Market Gift Certificate!a GIANT pumpkin AND a $10 Farmer’s Market Gift Certificate!a GIANT pumpkin AND a $10 Farmer’s Market Gift Certificate!

California

CELERYCELERYCELERYCELERYCELERY

99¢ea.

Jumbo

EGGSEGGSEGGSEGGSEGGS

$129
doz

Grade A

MILKMILKMILKMILKMILK

$279
gal

Fresh
Daily!

MozzarellaMozzarellaMozzarellaMozzarellaMozzarella
$5.99lb.

Boar’s Head

DeluxeDeluxeDeluxeDeluxeDeluxe
HamHamHamHamHam

$5.99lb.

all made with
Hellman’s® Mayonnaise

OUR BAKERYOUR BAKERYOUR BAKERYOUR BAKERYOUR BAKERY
also carries reduced
sugar and sugar-free

products!

This week’s
BAKERY SPECIAL!BAKERY SPECIAL!BAKERY SPECIAL!BAKERY SPECIAL!BAKERY SPECIAL!

8” Apple Pies8” Apple Pies8” Apple Pies8” Apple Pies8” Apple Pies
$4.99ea

Remember
to enter our

contest
drawing!

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

tains indexes of all land documents
from 1977 to present and scanned
images of those records to 1987.

Ms. Rajoppi also said her office
has been securing the privacy of indi-
viduals utilizing her office’s on-line
databases. She said it was recently
discovered that someone was down-
loading the county’s database at night
every three months. “That’s a [cyber]
attack,” she said. Her office traced
the downloads to Mexico and Canada.
The clerk’s office has since updated
its firewalls and security system, and
redacted personal information from
land records going to the 1980s to
fight against identity theft.

Ms. Rajoppi said another one of
her initiatives was holding Saturday
hours for the Westfield Passport Of-
fice, located in the Clerk’s Annex on
North Avenue, the only New Jersey
Passport Office open on Saturdays.
The office is also open two week-
nights.

“We wanted to make it easy for
people,” she said.

She called herself a “revenue gen-
erator,” noting that her office gener-
ated $23 million in revenue in 2009.
“That’s considerably down from five
years ago (when $49 million was
generated), no question about it, but
that’s directly due to the economy,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

Ms. Rajoppi also initiated the
county’s response to the high rate of
pending foreclosures, noting that fore-
closures jumped from 1,535 in 2006
to 2,611 in 2007. “So, when I saw
that, I got worried and I [told] the
freeholders, ‘We have a problem.’
And when I saw [the figure of 2,611
foreclosures in 2007], I said, ‘Oh my
God, we have a real problem. Let’s
do something.’ So they (the freehold-
ers) set up the (Foreclosure Task
Force),” she said. “That’s been help-
ful in getting information out to people
and helping them try to resolve it.”

The county clerk also serves as the
chief election official in the county.
She said her office processed 20,000
absentee ballots during the 2008
Presidential Election. She said she
has already received 6,000 mail-in
ballots for the November General
Election. The mail-in program re-
placed absentee ballots last year.

The clerk said as the chief election
official, she does not let politics af-
fect her task of tabulating election
results. “There is no Democratic or
Republican way to record a deed or to
conduct an election. There’s only a
right way and a wrong way,” Ms.
Rajoppi said.

Commenting on her opponent Art
Zapolski’s comment that a “changing
of the guard” was in order in the
clerk’s office, Ms. Rajoppi said,
“Change for change sake doesn’t make
sense. If you are not happy, or you are
questioning the job somebody is do-
ing, absolutely, you should make a
change…But if you are happy with
the services that you are
receiving…then [you should vote to]
continue them in office,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “I am glad to see more people
getting angry and participating in gov-
ernment, but you have to be thought-
ful in your participation. You don’t
throw the baby out with the bathwater.”

Regional Health Department
Offering Flu Shot Clinics

AREA — The Westfield Regional
Health Department has scheduled the
following dates for seasonal Flu In-
oculation Programs. These programs
are open only to residents of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Summit and Westfield. Proof of resi-
dency may be required. Participants
will be taken on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Wednesday, September 29,
Westfield Municipal Building, 6 to
7:30 p.m., 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, (Court Room); Tuesday,
October 5, Springfield Municipal
Building, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 100 Moun-
tain Avenue, Springfield, (Court
Room).

Tuesday, October 12,
Mountainside Municipal Building,
6 to 7:30 p.m., 1385 Route 22 East
(Court Room); Tuesday, October 19,
New Providence Senior Citizens
Center, 10 a.m. to noon, 15 East 4th
Street ($10 fee for non-Medicare
participants).

Thursday, October 21, Fanwood
Recreation Center, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
Forest Road ($5 fee for non-Medi-
care participants); Monday, October
25, Garwood Municipal Building, 6

to 7:30 p.m., 403 South Avenue
(Court Room); Friday, October 29,
Summit Senior Housing Center, 10
to 11:30 a.m., 12 Chestnut Avenue
($10 fee for non-Medicare partici-
pants); Saturday, November 13,
Roselle Park High School cafeteria,
9 to 11 a.m., 185 West Webster Av-
enue ($10 fee for non-Medicare par-
ticipants).

Anyone who is Medicare Part B-
eligible must please bring his or her
card to the program. The CDC now
recommends all individuals six
months and older receive seasonal
influenza vaccine (i.e., the flu shot),
especially: persons aged 65 years and
older, with and without chronic health
conditions; residents of long-term-
care facilities; persons aged 2 to 64
years with chronic health conditions;
children aged six months or older or
who attend any licensed child care
center or pre-school activity; preg-
nant women; health-care personnel
who provide direct-patient care
household contacts and out-of-home
caregivers of children aged six
months.

For additional information, con-
tact the Westfield Health Department
at (908) 789-4070.

GW Council Reviews Issues
Of Parking on Two Streets

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – During the regu-
lar meeting of the borough council
Tuesday night, parking issues on
Winslow and Anchor Streets was
the big issue. During the workshop
portion of the meeting, Council-
man Keith Sluka mentioned that a
number of residents of Winslow and
Anchor have continuously com-
plained about commuters parking
on their streets.

“Both Winslow and Anchor Streets
are narrow, one-way streets where
commuters are parking and blocking
the driveways of residents,” Chief of
Police William Legg said after the
meeting.

The council came up with a few
possible options regarding the issue,
including resident permits or time-
limit parking. However, there are
concerns with both issues, most nota-
bly the time-limit solution, which
will inconvenience residents more
than it would help. Councilman Sluka
said he was worried that limiting park-
ing on those streets might just push
people onto other streets, and the
council will have to do the same thing
on those roads.

One borough resident also men-
tioned that alternate-side-parking rules
might be considered as a deterrent to
non-residents parking on those streets.

In the end, the council decided it
would leave it up to those who live on
those roads to make a decision. A
survey would be sent to them detail-

ing the problems and possible solu-
tions. The residents will work with
the council’s Laws and License Com-
mittee, headed by Councilman An-
thony Sytko, to find a solution.

During the formal part of the meet-
ing, the council passed a proclama-
tion for Garwood to participate in the
National Fire Protection
Association’s Fire Prevention Week.

The council passed an ordinance
to establish a restricted parking zone
in front of 116 Anchor Street, al-
though officials said it would not
alleviate the problem of commuter
parking.

In other business, during his com-
mittee report for the board of educa-
tion, Councilman Sluka said the bor-
ough received a little over $21,000 as
part of the $268 million in federal
Education Jobs Fund monies awarded
to New Jersey (please see related
story on page 1).

One resident expressed concern
that there might be a $50 charge for
using the gymnasium floor in the
schools. Mr. Sluka responded that
there was discussion of that, but noth-
ing concrete has been decided by the
BOE.

Councilman Sytko reiterated his
call for donations to the Union County
Jail and Bail fundraiser for the Tri-
County Red Cross. He mentioned
that the fundraiser has not come any-
where near the goals set before it
began, and said he hoped that
Garwood could be the “small town
with a big heart.”


