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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PUBLIC VIEWS...Congressman Leonard Lance (LD-7), left, speaks with a
constituent as he joins Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool at her monthly
“Coffee with the Mayor” reception for residents, held last Saturday at the Swiss
Pastry Shoppe on East Second Street.
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW BIG CAN IT GET?...The bubble gum contest was a favorite feature at the well-attended Fanny Wood Day festival
last Sunday. The weather was great, the crowds were large, and there was a good selection of vendors.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE REAL JOE BLACK...Asw. Linda Stender (D-20) of Fanwood joins Asm.
Jon Bramnick (R-21) of Westfield last Friday to hear author Steve Selzer discuss
his book, “Meet The Real Joe Black.” Joe Black was a famous major league
baseball  player from Plainfield who helped break the segregation barrier along
with Jackie Robinson. Last Saturday, the legislators, including Jerry Green of
Plainfield, named the high school baseball field in Plainfield the Joe Black
Stadium. Pictured, left to right, are: Asw. Stender, Adrianne Selzer, regional
sports writer (unnamed), and Asm. Bramnick.

BOE OKs Three-Year Pact With
Teachers; Salaries up 6.8 Percent

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education approved a tentative three-
year agreement with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA), the teachers union, at
its Thursday night meeting. The pro-
posed agreement will now have to be
voted on by SPFEA members. The
previous contract ended on June 30,
2009.

The proposed agreement covers the
2009-2010, 2010-2011 and 2011-
2012 school years and would give
teachers, secretaries and aides 3- per-
cent, 2-percent and 1.8-percent sal-
ary increases, respectively, said board
member Betty Anne Woerner, who
chairs the negotiations committee.
Also as part of the agreement, they
will have to pay a 1.5-percent salary
contribution towards healthcare ret-
roactive to last May.

The agreement also calls for addi-

tional coverage during lunch hours
and consolidated teachers’ confer-
ences. Board President Trip
Whitehouse and Vice-President Rob
O’Connor voted against the agree-
ment.

“We have reached an agreement
we are really very, very pleased with,”
said Ms. Woerner, calling it a “very
fair compromise.”

“Each side walked away feeling
they won a little and lost a little,
which is usually the sign of a good
agreement,” she said.

Board member Donald Parisi, also
a member of the negotiations com-
mittee, called the negotiations pro-
cess a “difficult” one, but said that at
the end, he saw “good solid leader-
ship on both ends.”

During a public comment portion
of the meeting, Scotch Plains resi-
dent Lisa Germano expressed her
disappointment with the board’s ap-
proval.

“I have to say, I am really disap-
pointed that they got their raises,”
Ms. Germano said. “I don’t feel you
really listened to this community.
People are telling you that they are
losing their jobs and are not getting
raises.”

Ms. Germano added that she no-
ticed many houses for sale in the
district over the weekend.

After Ms. Germano’s comments,
Mr. Parisi urged the public not to
focus on just one area of the agree-
ment, for example, just on salary.

“The settlement wasn’t at the cost
of teachers,” Mr. Whitehouse re-
sponded.

The current contract settlement
proposal follows the defeat by the
BOE of a two-year agreement with
the SPFEA in March by a 4-4-1 vote.

The defeated proposal included a
3.9-percent salary increase in the first
year and a 3.5-percent raise in the
second year. Members would have
had to pay $250 annually toward their
healthcare premiums.

Also during the meeting, Director
of Special Services Thomas Beese
gave his annual report on the State
Performance Plan Indicators and an-
nounced that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
was found to be in compliance with
19 out of the 20 indicators evalu-
ated. The district was found to be in
non-compliance in one area: the per-
centage of students placed in out-of-
district schools. While Scotch Plains-
Fanwood currently has 11.8 percent
of its classified students attending
out-of-district schools, the state’s
goal is to have this number at 8
percent.

“The district is very aware of the
need to develop programs to keep
students in district,” Mr. Beese said,
stressing that the decision to bring
any student back into the district will
only be done if it is “appropriate for
the student.” Additionally, he stressed
that this decision would be done
through Individualized Education
Programs (IEP) meetings and not
because of the state’s target numbers.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
reported on the opening of the 2010-
2011 school year.

As of September 22, total enroll-
ment for the district was 5,567 stu-
dents, Superintendent Hayes said.
Brunner School had an enrollment of
409 students; Coles, 538; Evergreen,
414; McGinn, 481; School One, 375;
Park Middle, 928; Terrill Middle, 846,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 1,476 students. There were
100 out-of-district students.

Superintendent Hayes added that
55 new teachers were hired for the
school year. Thirty of these, she said,
replaced retirees, and the rest were
due to resignations, leave replace-
ments and some because of increased
enrollment in the district’s middle
schools.

A lot of facilities work was done
over the summer, including asbestos
floor tile removal at Terrill and

Local School Districts
To Receive Fed Ed. Funds

Township Council Gives Mixed
Reviews to Shared Services Study

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
council members last week agreed
that stronger efforts towards shared
services with Fanwood must be made,
even if those endeavors do not follow
all the recommendations laid out in a
recently released consultant’s report.

At a workshop session last Thurs-
day, convened by Township Man-
ager Chris Marion to allow for
broader discussion of a variety of
issues, the five council members
expressed varying degrees of enthu-
siasm about the 250-page report,
which was compiled by Jersey Pro-
fessional Management (JPM), the
Cranford-based consultant that fa-
cilitated last year’s deliberations by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared
Services Study Committee.

Among its main recommendations
were merging the two communities’
police departments and public works
departments, moving the Fanwood
Municipal Court to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building and relocating
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment to Fanwood Borough Hall.

Mayor Nancy Malool said she was
“not really sure how some aspects [of
the report] mesh with our form of
government,” but noted the report
“opens the door to discussion” be-
tween the two municipalities in hopes
of “coming up with something that
meets both towns’ needs.” The two
different forms of government in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood “compli-
cates” and “clouds” the report’s rec-
ommendations, she said.

While saying that she did not agree
“with the mechanisms laid out” in
the report, the mayor said, “We do
have to move forward.” One option
she broached was to have the town-
ship police and public works depart-
ments provide services for Fanwood
on a contract basis. Those depart-
ments, she said, are “capable of pro-
viding services for both towns on a
contract basis.”

When other council members were
asked for their reaction to the report,
Councilman Kevin Glover expressed
his disappointment that JPM con-
sultant Dan Mason, who authored the
report, was not present to brief the
council on its content.

“What don’t you understand [in
the report]?” Mayor Malool asked
Mr. Glover, who told her he would
have preferred to have Mr. Mason
personally review with the council
the contents of the report, “sector by
sector, and give us his opinions.” The
mayor told Mr. Glover, “The report is
his opinion,” and also reminded him
that Mr. Mason’s contract had ex-
pired at the end of last year, and that
the council, for financial reasons, had

not authorized any further payments
for service to Mr. Mason.

Mr. Glover also questioned why
the report, which was provided to
council members in both towns sev-
eral months ago, was not released to
the public until earlier this month.
The mayor said the defeat in April of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
budget, and both councils’ efforts to
craft a revised board of education
budget in the ensuing weeks, had
delayed evaluation of the report, along
with several other factors.

Later, Mr. Glover said of the re-
port, “If it gets us to do something,
it’ll be worth every penny” because
“we can’t maintain the status quo.”

Councilwoman Mary DePaola de-
scribed herself as “extremely disap-
pointed” by the report, saying that it
was filled with information that “any-
body, including my four teenagers,
could have pulled off the Internet
and quoted.”

She echoed the mayor’s comments
last week that the report’s recom-
mendations would only generate sav-
ings of $2 million. Mrs. DePaola said
“some difficult choices” need to be
made “about putting departments to-
gether,” and that it was important for
residents of both communities not to
get “caught up in losing identities” as
a result of any mergers of services.

She wondered whether it might
instead be better to have the head of

each municipal department work with
their counterpart to effect a sharing
of services.

Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti,
addressing the loss-of-identity con-
cern, likened it to New York City,
where the five boroughs each have
their own “distinct identity.” He fa-
vored pursuing increased shared ser-
vices as a way of saving money, with
his ultimate goal being, he said, to
merge the two communities.

Councilman Jeff Strauss said he
was “one thousand percent” in favor
of merging certain municipal services
and programs, but noted the resis-
tance by some in both towns.

“We have to bring people into the
process and have them be part of it.
People have to buy into [the shared
services concept],” he said. He called
the JPM report “a work to start with;
we have to fill it in.”

Mayor Malool laid out a general
timetable for the coming months,
starting with the October 13 and
November 10 public forums at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. That
will be followed by a joint meeting
between the two governing councils
at which, the mayor said, “hopefully
we’ll be able to come to an agreement
on what to move forward on.”

A second joint meeting will then
be held to announce what shared ser-
vice initiatives the towns want to move
ahead with.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Area superintendents
this week are deciding how to spend
their portion of the $268 million in
federal education funds recently be-
stowed upon New Jersey.

Last week, the U.S. Department of
Education announced that it had ap-
proved New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie’s application for funding,
under the Education Jobs Act, aimed
at cushioning the blow from declines
in state aid, which have forced schools
to cut back. Earlier this year, Gover-
nor Christie cut about $1 billion in
state school aid to overcome a $10-
billion budget deficit. Westfield lost
$4.2 million in aid, while Scotch
Plains-Fanwood experienced a $3.85-
million reduction.

According to an Education Jobs
Fund Guidance website, after admin-
istrative expenses, New Jersey’s
school districts will receive a total of
$262,742,643. That figure breaks
down, in Union County, as follows:
Berkeley Heights, $66,469; Clark,
$56,815; Cranford, $110,892; Eliza-
beth, $9,541,941; Garwood, $21,216;

Hillside, $709,374; Kenilworth,
$123,813; Linden, $765,544;
Mountainside, $25,865; New Provi-
dence, $49,071; Plainfield,
$3,333,894; Rahway, $691,345;
Roselle, $789,271; Roselle Park,
$353,652; Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Region, $149,340; Springfield,
$48,942; Summit, $85,750; Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools, $194,414; Union Township,
$1,068,094; Westfield, $154,785, and
Winfield Township, $54,188.

Outside of Union County, some of
the largest allocations were to Essex
County’s Newark, $23,695,429;
Hudson County’s Jersey City,
$13,844,068, and Camden County’s
Camden City, $9,335,126. These
three cities received 8.84, 5.17 and
3.48 percent, respectively, of the over-
all $268-million portion sent to New
Jersey. To compare, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield received
about 0.06 percent of the overall allo-
cation to New Jersey. The state’s edu-
cation funding formula determined
how much each district would re-
ceive.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME HOME...A dinner was held last weekend at the Knights of Colum-
bus in Scotch Plains to both honor former Fanwood Mayor Lou Jung, who
recently relocated to his home state of Wisconsin, and to raise funds for the
Fanwood Republican Party. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jerry and Karen
Trollo, Fanwood residents and Mr. Jung’s former neighbors; Mr. and Mrs.
Jung’s daughter, Diane, and her fiancé, Bill; Mr. Jung; Mrs. Jung and Wilma
Sinnock, a close friend of the Jungs. Mr. and Mrs. Jung currently are staying at
her house.


