
PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 7, 15-16

Obituary ........ 16
Education ...... 14
Sports ............ 9-13

Real Estate .... 8-14
Classifieds .... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Police Blotter...6

OUR 120th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 39-2010 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, September 30, 2010USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PILLARS OF SUCCESS...At the Westfield United Fund event last Saturday,
“pillars” (or supporters) gather for the kickoff campaign. Seated from left are the
evening’s hostess Lynn Adams, Executive Director Linda Maggio and co-chair Kim
Benou; standing at top, Howard Adams, Campaign Chairman Charlie Weidman
and President of Westfield United Fund John Schmidt stop for a picture.
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WF Council Listens to Concerns
Over Potential Armory Cell Tower

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday
night’s public meeting, the Westfield
Town Council heard concerns from
residents regarding a proposed cellu-
lar tower on the National Guard Ar-
mory property on Rahway Avenue
and cellular antennas at The
Chelmsford on Prospect Street.

Resident Joellen Bard spoke on be-
half of 32 members of The Chelmsford
Condominium Association, encour-
aging the council to adopt an ordi-
nance limiting the number of cellular
antennas that can be put on a particular
building.

She told the council that there cur-
rently are 31 antennas on the building
from Sprint, Nextel, Metro PCS and
T-Mobile, and without the town en-
acting an ordinance, the building could
end up having an unlimited number.
Mrs. Bard stated that there are “nu-
merous commercial locations” better
suited than the residential building for
this purpose, saying there “must be a
wireless plan for Westfield.”

Ben Levin spoke to the council about
his concerns over a proposed cellular
tower on the armory property.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, along
with Fourth Ward Councilmen James
Foerst and Keith Loughlin, told Mr.

Levin the town was working to pre-
vent a tower from being erected at the
site.

Because the armory is state prop-
erty, approval from Westfield is not
required to move forward with the
project. Mayor Skibitsky said that the
town is working with State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, both of whom reside in
Westfield, to keep the project from
going forward.

Councilman Foerst said that it is his
understanding that the state’s historic
preservation board also has concerns
about the project, given the armory’s
proximity to the historic neighbor-
hood of Stoneleigh Park.

Resident John Mancini spoke to the
council regarding the “Bagger House”
on East Broad Street. The house dates
back to 1785 and was moved, follow-
ing planning-board approval in 2000,
with the intention of subdividing the
property and restoring the house.

According to Mr. Mancini, it was
estimated at the time that the home
needed approximately $75,000 in re-
pairs and that the developer, Michael
Mahoney, was supposed to obtain in-
surance to ensure that repairs could be
made if the house was damaged dur-
ing the move.

The house, which was once occu-
pied by former Mayor Richard Bag-
ger, currently is sitting on cement
blocks and appears to have fallen into
a state of disrepair. Mr. Mancini said
that “this house isn’t a house; it’s a
work of art” and that “something must
be done” to restore it.

Mayor Skibitsky said the planning
board would hear the matter on Mon-
day, October 4, and told Mr. Mancini
that the council could not impose any
influence on the board. Mr. Mancini
was told to speak at that meeting if he
wanted to be heard on the issue.

Central Avenue residents Adina
Enculescu and Maria Carluccio con-
tinued to voice their opposition to the
recently constructed traffic light and
crosswalk in front of Mrs. Enculescu’s
home. Mrs. Enculescu encouraged
members of the council to come to her
home, and “you will see [the location
of the crosswalk] is not safe.”

Lincoln Road resident Jim Baker
said that, several years ago, when the
town repaved Clark Street, a mid-
block crosswalk was moved near the
YMCA because “cars are not pre-

Local School Districts to Receive
Federal Education Jobs Funds

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Area superinten-
dents this week are deciding how to
spend their portion of the $268 million
in federal education funds recently
bestowed upon New Jersey.

Last week, the U.S. Department of
Education announced that it had ap-
proved New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie’s application for funding,
under the Education Jobs Act, aimed
at cushioning the blow from declines
in state aid, which have forced schools
to cut back. Earlier this year, Gover-
nor Christie cut about $1 billion in
state school aid to overcome a $10-
billion budget deficit. Westfield lost
$4.2 million in aid, while Scotch
Plains-Fanwood experienced a $3.85-
million reduction.

According to an Education Jobs
Fund Guidance website, after admin-
istrative expenses, New Jersey’s school
districts will receive a total of
$262,742,643. That figure breaks
down, in Union County, as follows:
Berkeley Heights, $66,469; Clark,
$56,815; Cranford, $110,892; Eliza-
beth, $9,541,941; Garwood, $21,216;
Hillside, $709,374; Kenilworth,

$123,813; Linden, $765,544;
Mountainside, $25,865; New Provi-
dence, $49,071; Plainfield,
$3,333,894; Rahway, $691,345;
Roselle, $789,271; Roselle Park,
$353,652; Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
$149,340; Springfield, $48,942; Sum-
mit, $85,750; Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, $194,414;
Union Township, $1,068,094;
Westfield, $154,785; Winfield Town-
ship, $54,188.

Outside of Union County, some of
the largest allocations were to Essex
County’s Newark, $23,695,429,
Hudson County’s Jersey City,
$13,844,068, and Camden County’s
Camden City, $9,335,126. These three
cities received 8.84, 5.17 and 3.48
percent, respectively, of the overall
$268-million portion sent to New Jer-
sey. To compare, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield received about
0.06 percent of the overall allocation
to New Jersey. The state’s education-
funding formula determined how
much each district would receive.

A letter from Acting Education
Commissioner Rochelle Hendricks
noted that the U.S. Department of
Education requires the Education Jobs
funds be spent by September 2012.
“With your staff and budget set for the
2010-2011 school year, I urge you to
be mindful of how and when these
funds are spent,” Ms. Hendricks wrote.
“While record levels of total federal,
state and local funding have been made
available to schools in recent years,
the next budget cycle promises to be
challenging. Therefore, please con-
sider reserving this one-time funding
for the 2011-2012 school year if pos-
sible.”

Similarly, she said, “I encourage
your district to avoid spending deci-
sions that would significantly grow
future-year obligations that could
prove to be unsustainable. In other
words, these one-time funds should
not only preserve critical jobs; they
should provide your district with the
breathing room needed to plan for
educationally sound, balanced bud-
gets in the austere days to come. It is
unwise to assume that there will be
additional streams of Federal Jobs
money in planning for the future.”

The Education Jobs Fund Guidance
website notes, “A district must use its
funds only for compensation and ben-
efits and other expenses, such as sup-
port services, necessary to retain ex-
isting employees, to recall or rehire
former employees, and to hire new
employees, in order to provide early
childhood, elementary, or secondary
educational and related services.”

Though the U.S. Department of
Education allows these funds to be
used for non-classroom costs, such as
cafeteria workers, bus drivers and
coaches, Ms. Hendricks said it is her
hope that “this unexpected revenue
will be directed to those areas most
likely to help our students excel aca-
demically, namely classroom activi-
ties. I am confident that meeting the
needs of your students is your num-
ber-one priority.”

According to the Education Jobs
Fund website, a district may not use
Ed Jobs funds to meet pension obliga-
tions incurred in prior school years.
However, “a district may use its funds
for pension obligations accruing on
the basis of services that an employee

HONORING A PIONEER...Author Steven Selzer, left, joins State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz and
Westfield Leader Sports Editor David Corbin at Mr. Bramnick’s house on Friday
night. Mr. Selzer penned the book “Meet the Real Joe Black,” which chronicles
the inspirational life of former Dodgers pitcher Joe Black, the first African-
American to pitch a winning game in the World Series. After a trailblazing
professional baseball career, Mr. Black returned to his home city of Plainfield to
teach physical education. Earlier this month, Plainfield High School honored him
by renaming their baseball field the “Joe Black Baseball Field.”

BOE Panel Recommends
Turf Field at Edison School

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Board of Educa-
tion member Jane Clancy said Tues-
day night that members of the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee are rec-
ommending installing a turf field be-
hind Edison Intermediate School.

Ms. Clancy reported that Westfield
has 11 fields that are utilized within
the town for sports, recreation activi-
ties and physical-education classes.
She stated that 1,800 Westfield chil-
dren, from dawn until dusk, use them
12 months a year. She also stated that
the consequence of such heavy usage
is very poor field conditions.

 She said the committee has looked
at many options for area fields such
as increased maintenance or taking
certain fields out of play but that, in
the long run, it was more expensive to
maintain than a turf field. She noted
that, at present, there were only three
fields in town that have sprinkler sys-
tems and that closing certain fields
only places more of a burden on other
fields.

Mrs. Clancy reported that install-
ing a turf field behind Edison School
made sense because it is a large area
set back away from the street with
ample parking and is located next to
locker rooms and the field house. She
said there were advantages in that the
duration of seasons could be expanded

and that there would be the ability for
use in the rain and that routine grass
maintenance would not be needed,
and it would “reduce the use of other
fields.”

Mrs. Clancy said the committee
was not looking at the district’s oper-
ating budget to fund the field, nor was
it looking at doing a school bond
referendum. She said members
wanted to look into corporate spon-
sorships and research grant opportu-
nities to fund the project. She said
that the committee was going to share
its findings at the next town recre-
ation commission meeting, noting,
“We share the same kids and the
same fields [with the town]. We are
one community working together.”

BOE Vice-President Ann Cary
asked Mrs. Clancy how long a turf
field lasts, to which Business Admin-
istrator Robert Berman noted that the
warranty was 10 years. He further
stated that the Kehler Stadium turf
field was “in great shape” and was
almost six years old.

BOE member Mitchell Slater asked
how much the Kehler turf-field project
cost, to which Mr. Berman answered,
“it cost $1.3 million with the track. One
million dollars was for the field.”

In other business, the BOE will be
adding just shy of $155,000 to its 2011-
2012 school-year budget. Superinten-
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FLOATS AND FUNNEL CAKE...Mild weather, good food and fun brought hordes of people to Westfield’s downtown for
the annual FestiFall event. Pictured here is the scene on East Broad Street.

MAKING PLANS...Community leaders met Monday night at 16 Prospect Bistro
in Westfield to make plans for Casino Night, set for November 13 at the Westfield
Armory, to support families of the troopers. Pictured, from left to right, are: Amy
Lovato, Captain Joe McNamara of the New Jersey National Guard, stationed at
the Armory, Major Bill Morris and Danielle Bracco.

Mountainside BOE Seeks
To Restructure Its Debt

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) members on Tuesday
night heard a proposal to restructure
bond payments from past construc-
tion projects that could end up saving
money for Mountainside taxpayers.

Acting Business Administrator
Daniel Saragnese said he intends to
tackle the district’s management of
long-term debt by refinancing school
bonds from the renovations at
Deerfield and Beechwood Schools in
2001. Mr. Saragnese recommended
Jennifer Edwards from Acacia Fi-
nancial Group to handle the project.
Mrs. Edwards informed the BOE that
the 2001 construction bonds are eli-
gible for refinancing after 10 years of
the issue date.

Mrs. Edwards said the current “fa-
vorable interest rate environment”
allows the average bond coupon to be
reduced from the present rate of 4.84
to 2.5 percent. “This would produce
nearly $30,000 a year in debt service
or interest cost savings,” she said.

She estimated a potential savings of
$370,000 by 2022, when the bonds
fully mature.

Board member Christopher Minks
said Mountainside taxpayers might
benefit because, “we will have more
money to work with and possibly
save more teachers and more pro-
grams.” BOE President Mary-Beth
Schaumberg added that the “savings
goes directly to the taxpayers, not to
the district’s operating budget.” Mr.
Minks continued, “It does result in
savings all around.”

After opting out of a long-term
Union County solar-energy program
at the August 31 meeting, the BOE
voted Tuesday in favor of entry into
the Alliance for Competitive Energy
Services (ACES) cooperative pric-
ing system. The ACES co-op, Mr.
Saragnese said, allows the district
“opportunities to purchase bulk en-
ergy and natural-gas resources at a
discounted rate.” The agreement will
remain valid until May 2014, at which
time the co-op will be subject to
renewal.
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