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POPCORN
™

Going the Distance: Stops
Short Of Truly Big Laughs

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Convivial and often wittily infor-
mative about whatever letter genera-
tion it is we’re supposed to be con-
cerned with of late, director Nanette
Burstein’s Going the Distance doesn’t
quite live up to its title insofar as
creating laughter-causing entertain-
ment. Drew Barrymore and Justin
Long as the lovers divided by a con-
tinent can’t quite save the day.

Their bright, welcoming person-
ages may have stood a better chance
of spiriting the film along if Geoff
LaTulippe’s screenplay could choose
between strict farce and somewhat
thoughtful comedy. The dilemma is
reflected in Miss Barrymore’s face as
she seeks a comfortable place to park
her Erin, a would-be journalist who
has fallen off her life track.

In the Big Apple on an internship
with the “New York Sentinel,” the
thirty-year-old San Franciscan ech-
oes the job market woes of her peers.
And now, just to really tear her world
asunder, she meets Justin Long’s
Garrett, a record biz wonk also cry-
ing the career-ladder blues. Gosh,
they’re such nice, sweet kids. Wish I
could offer both of them a job.

Oh well. Falling in love isn’t such
bad consolation while you’re waiting
for the economy to right itself from
the worst downturn since my Great
Uncle Moe thought better about leap-
ing from his 30th floor window in
’29. They count the hours until Erin
will return to the Left Coast to com-
plete her masters at Stanford. Smart
gal.

The day of departure arrives with
no grand revelation. That is, except
that they are in love. It is thus de-
cided: Against all direly droll admo-
nitions from both camps of friends,
they will commit to a long-distance
relationship. But only the accoun-
tants at Verizon are smiling. Garrett
resumes his guy routine. Erin returns
to her overprotective sister’s house.

A pall is cast over the film. But not
only because of the star-crossed cir-
cumstances. While both players ben-
efit from some good writing in the
wooing stage of the script, the same
cannot be said for the ensuing, purga-
torial aspect of the story. Though
perfunctorily reflective and troubling,
its lack of a subtextual counterpoint
almost makes it a dirge.

Here, we need either really pro-
found, very funny, or some combina-
tion of both. Because once it’s estab-
lished, bad mood simply isn’t a very
entertaining movie mode. Running
out of oxygen and wriggling for di-
rection, the tale turns mechanical and
longs for the climax. The practically
non-existent subplots fail to buoy
matters.

Left on stage to appease and ferry
us through the movie’s awkward

patch, Mr. Long convinces us of
Garrett’s basic uprightness. But
there’s no real dimension there. Miss
Barrymore, on the other hand, takes
the challenge with interesting, if not
always successful, results. Suddenly,
she is 35, and this calls for more than
likeable froth.

Happily, the actress brings her
movie star quality to the show. After
all, she is a Barrymore, and we do so
want things to work out for E.T.’s
very first friend on Earth. Meshing
her natural glibness with an attrac-
tively emerging age line here and
there, Drew curries our favor. Too
bad her chemistry with Mr. Long’s
suitor is just so-so.

Occasional comic aid comes from
each of the lovers’ seconds. Offer-
ing a one-two punch of absurdity
from Garrett’s corner are Charlie
Day’s squeaky-voiced, weirdo room-
mate, Dan, and Jason Sudeikis’ Box,
an encyclopedic harbinger of rela-
tionship-related doom. The two are
available for beers, advice and suc-
cor whenever there’s trouble in para-
dise.

Watching Erin’s back with over-
the-top, mother hen anxiety, and a
general disdain for romance in gen-
eral, is her sister, Corinne, portrayed
by Christina Applegate. Controlling
and cynical, her powerful sway has
husband Phil (Jim Gaffigan) pitifully
henpecked. His ineffectuality serves
as a humorous warning of what can
go wrong if you leap carelessly.

But none of the old wives tales and
cautioning bromides about long-dis-
tance relationships stands a chance
against the unfolding amour. At least
not initially. Remember, all things
are possible with new love, and this
winsomely smitten pair is determined
to be proof positive that where there’s
a will, there’s a way.

Yet time takes its toll. Budgetary
constraints relegate Erin and Garrett’s
longed for intimacy to e-mails and
phone calls. While they manage an
occasional visit, the all-too-brief li-
aisons prove inherently stressful. And
then Erin receives what ordinarily
would be great news. An age-old
quandary in a new coating, it figures
to be a real game changer.

Although it’s all anticlimactic by
this point, we cheer on the protago-
nists anyway. But our fealty is not so
much for the suffering sweethearts as
for the idea of everlasting love itself.
Still, while it isn’t a bad way to spend
some time, fully recommending Go-
ing the Distance would be going a
little too far.

* * *
Going the Distance, rated R, is a

Warner Brothers Pictures release di-
rected by Nanette Burstein and stars
Drew Barrymore, Justin Long and
Christina Applegate. Running time:
102 minutes.

WHS Senior Performs
In Piano Recital Benefit

WESTFIELD – Bob Steinfeld, a
17-year-old senior at Westfield High
School (WHS), will be one of two
solo pianists featured in a benefit
recital on Sunday, September 26, at
4 p.m. at the Watchung Arts Center
(WAC), located at 18 Stirling Road.

The other pianist, Fei Fei Kong, is
a senior at Watchung Hills High
School. These two young musicians
will play music by Beethoven,
Rachmaninoff, Granados and
Prokofiev, among others, dedicating
the proceeds of their performance to
charity: water and the WAC.

Both of these pianists were among
the selected winners in the presti-
gious National Young Artists Show-
case Competition of the National
League of Performing Arts, result-
ing in their participation in a concert
at Weill Recital Hall of Carnegie
Hall.

Bob also has played at the Kimmel
Center for the Performing Arts in Phila-
delphia as a winner of the Golden Key
Music Festival competition. He is an
accomplished percussionist and, as
such, is a member of the Greater New-
ark Youth Orchestra, the WHS Wind
Ensemble, Chamber Orchestra and
Jazz Band, and a part of the music
ministry at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains.

Founded in 2005, charity: water is
a non-profit organization that brings
clean and safe drinking water to de-
veloping nations around the world.
One hundred percent of all public
donations to charity: water goes di-
rectly to its on-site projects.

Tickets are $20, $18 for WAC
members and $15 for students. For
more information, call (908) 753-
0190 or visit watchungarts.org.

Mside Artist’s Work
Showcased at Gallery 23

AREA – Judy Musicant of
Mountainside and Nancy Zarbock,
both potters, are the featured artists at
Gallery 23, located on Main Street in
Blairstown, from now through Octo-
ber 31.

A reception will take place on Sat-
urday, October 9, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Refreshments will be provided,
along with a self-guided gallery tour.
The event will be free and open to the
public. Included will be a lively dis-
cussion on tips and techniques used
in the making and glazing of pottery.

Ms. Musicant creates functional
pottery, meaning: “pottery to drink
from, pour from, bake with, eat from,
hold, caress, love to look at and make
a part of everyday life.” She works
primarily on the potter’s wheel, but
because clay is so plastic and forgiv-
ing, she finds it almost impossible to

throw a symmetrical object and leave
it at that.

Ms. Zarbock’s pottery takes many
artistic forms: bowls, figurative sculp-
tures, jewelry, plates, chargers and
more. The results are high in luster
and metallic, and one-of-a-kind.

“It’s an honor to be recognized for
our artistic accomplishments,” said
Ms. Musicant, former president of
the Potters Guild of New Jersey, “but
continuing to take our art to new
levels is what I continue to focus on.”

“It is a true team effort, here at
Gallery 23,” said Ms. Zarbock, mar-
keting director of the Potters Guild of
New Jersey. “Our team of artists [fo-
cuses] on delighting our clients and
exceeding their expectations. We sin-
cerely thank our exceptional custom-
ers for their ongoing support and
patronage.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 10-12-R

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING
A REVISION TO THE REDE-
VELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE
BLOCK BOUNDED BY
SOUTH AVENUE, MARTINE
AVENUE, LAGRANDE AV-
ENUE AND SECOND STREET
IN THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY
PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL
REDEVELOPMENT AND
HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-1, ET SEQ.

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on September 14, 2010.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $22.95

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF

ORDINANCE 10-13-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on September 14, 2010. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

This ordinance regulates the use of
Sandwich Board Signs in downtown
Fanwood.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on October 12, 2010,
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Mayor and Council of the
Town of Westfield to transfer the Plenary
Retail Distribution License #2020-44-010-
008, owned by Westfield Wines LLC, trad-
ing as CoolVines, at 23 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, to premises
to be located at 127 Central Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. The license
is currently sited at 23 Elm Street, Westfield.

The person who holds interest in this
license is Ouida E. Censits of 91 Moore
Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to Claire J. Gray, Mu-
nicipal Clerk of the Town of Westfield, at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Submitted by:
Westfield Wines LLC, dba CoolVines

23 Elm Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

2 T 9/23/10
& 9/30/10, The Leader Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On September 15, 2010, the Planning
Board of the Town of Westfield adopted a
Resolution granting Preliminary & Final
Site Plan and Variance Approvals to the
Applicant & Owner, Arpino Associates,
LLC, in connection with the property lo-
cated at 560 Springfield Avenue, Block
1701 Lot 10.01 on the Tax Map of the
Town of Westfield. The approvals will per-
mit the conversion of approximately 4,000
square feet of business office space on
the 2nd floor of the existing building into
medical office space.

A copy of the Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Town Engineer, 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey and may be inspected by the public
Monday through Friday during normal
business hours.

Joseph A. Paparo, Esq.
Attorney for the Applicant/Owner

1 T - 9/23/10, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, September
21, 2010 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII OF THE
TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED,
“ZONING” BY AMENDING
THE FOLLOWING SUBSEC-
TIONS: (1) 23-2.3 ENTITLED,
“REGULATIONS APPLI-
CABLE TO ALL ZONES” RE-
GARDING (A) CONVERSION
OF DWELLING LIVING
SPACE INTO A PARKING
GARAGE AND REQUIRING
SAID DWELLING UNIT TO
HAVE A DRIVEWAY CA-
PABLE OF PARKING TWO (2)
ADDITIONAL VEHICLES AND
(B) EXEMPTING UTILITY
COMPANY PROPERTIES
FROM THE FENCE HEIGHT
LIMITATIONS SET FORTH
THEREIN, AND (II) 23-3.5 EN-
TITLED, “R-1 RESIDENCE
ZONE” REGARDING UNIT
PARKING SPACES

Explanation:  This ordinance amends
Chapter XXIII of the Township Code, en-
titled, “Zoning” by amending the following
subsections: (i) 23-2.3 entitled “Regula-
tions Applicable to All Zones” regarding
(a) conversion of dwelling living space into
a garage and requiring said dwelling unit
to have a driveway capable of parking two
(2) additional vehicles, and (b) exempting
utility company properties from the fence
height limitations set forth therein, and (ii)
23-3.5 entitled, “R-1 Residence Zone” re-
garding dwelling unit parking spaces.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at 8:30 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and  4:00
p.m. Monday through Friday by any mem-
ber of the general public who wants a copy
of same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $54.57

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 10-14-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the

Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on September 22, 2010. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Thursday and 7:30 a. m. to Noon on Fri-
day.

This ordinance authorizes the Borough
of Fanwood to execute a financial agree-
ment with 250 South Avenue Fanwood
Urban renewal, LLC.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on October 5, 2010,
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on July 8,
2010, granted variance approval from the
requirements of 184-134D for a rear set-
back for property owned by Sergio Diaz,
305 North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
being Block 70, Lot 9.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Sergio Diaz
305 North Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, September
21, 2010 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
XXVII OF THE TOWNSHIP
CODE ENTITLED, “SOLID
WASTE AND RECYCLING
CODE’ BY REPEALING AND
REPLACING SECTION 27-3
ENTITLED, “MANDATORY
RECYCLING PROGRAM”  IN
ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLAC-
ING IT WITH A NEW SECTION
ENTITLED, “SOURCE SEPA-
RATION AND RECYCLING”.

Explanation: This Ordinance amends
Section XXVII of the Township Code en-
titled, “Solid Waste and Recycling Code”
by making Township’s recycling ordinance
compliant with the County of Union stan-
dards.

A public hearing for same is scheduled
to be held on Tuesday, October 5,  2010 at
8:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the
Municipal Building, or any time and place
to which a meeting for the further consid-
eration of such ordinance shall from time
to time be adjourned, and all persons
interested will be given an opportunity to
be heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $39.27

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
October 7, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains the Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing in the first floor Coun-
cil Chambers to consider the following
appeal:

Stone Art Design, Inc., for a three-year
Temporary Operating Permit to allow the
applicant to continue to store stone slabs
outside at the rear of the property located
at 2371 Beryllium Road, Block 6901, Lot
25 under Section 23-4.3 of the Township
Zoning Ordinance allowing for temporary
permission:

Magali Felix & Richard Maloney for a
Variance to construct a 336 square foot
pool house at property located at 2091
Raritan Road, Block 12901, Lot 2, R-1
Zone contrary to the following section of
the Township Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.5(b)4-Secondary Uses
for the R-1 Zone; Allowed: 200 square
feet structure, Proposed: 336 square fee.
structure

Andre & Kelly-Lynn Poeschl, for a
variance to retain a six-foot fence in the
front yard at property located at 2030
Wood Road, Block 10504, Lot 1, R-2 Zone
contrary to the following sections of the
Township Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(o)-Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones-Fences; Allowed: 4
feet. Proposed: 6 feet with a 4 feet portion
encroaching in the township right-of-way.

The files pertaining to these applica-
tions are in the Office of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Scotch Plains and is available for public
inspection during office hours.

Barbara Horev
Board Secretary

1 T - 9/23/10, The Times Fee: $39.27

TREASURE TROVE…Local antique dealers, pictured left to right, Ina Giardina
of Summit Antiques Center in Summit, Kurt Horning and Yola Chalabi, both of
Winterhill Antiques in Scotch Plains, will evaluate area residents’ “treasures”
this Sunday, September 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House Museum
in Westfield.

JLEP Reopens Thrift Store,
Announces Partnerships

CRANFORD – The Jumble Store,
a thrift store owned and operated by
the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield (JLEP), reopened for the
season on September 11. All store
proceeds benefit projects that sup-
port the JLEP’s mission of helping
families in crisis in Union County.

The JLEP also has announced its
participation in the Passback Program
through a partnership with the
Cranford Soccer Club (CSC). The
Passback Program is a joint effort
between the U.S. Soccer Foundation,
Eurosport and Major League Soccer
to collect and distribute new and gen-
tly used soccer equipment to schools,
clubs and youth organizations within
the United States and around the world.

The Jumble Store is accepting gen-
tly used soccer clothing and equip-
ment on behalf of the CSC. Inter-
ested persons are asked to look for
the Official Passback Program col-
lection bin inside The Jumble Store
during regular store hours.

Additionally, the JLEP has an-
nounced its partnership with
Huggies® Every Little Bottom pro-

gram to aid mothers who are strug-
gling to provide enough diapers for
their babies. In support of this na-
tional effort, the JLEP is collecting
new packages of diapers at The
Jumble Store through Thursday, Sep-
tember 30.

The Jumble Store sells a variety of
new and gently used, in-season
children’s, women’s and men’s cloth-
ing, as well as household items. It is
located at 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, near the Cranford train sta-
tion. The store is on the NJ Transit
South Avenue bus route and Raritan
Valley train line and is open Tuesday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. (Thursday until 8 p.m.) For more
information, call the Jumble Store at
(908) 276-0222.

The JLEP is a non-profit organiza-
tion of women committed to promot-
ing volunteerism, developing the po-
tential of women and improving their
community through the effective ac-
tion and leadership of trained volun-
teers. For more information, or to
learn how to partner with the JLEP,
visit jlepnj.org or call (908) 709-1177.

NMSC Announces Names
Of 2011 Semifinalists

AREA – National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation officials announced
the names of approximately 16,000
semifinalists in the 56th annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program
earlier this month.

These academically talented high
school seniors have an opportunity to
continue in the competition for some
8,400 National Merit Scholarships,
worth more than $36 million, that
will be offered next spring. To be
considered for a Merit Scholarship
award, semifinalists must fulfill mul-
tiple requirements to advance to the
finalist level of the competition.

Locally, the following students
were lauded:

Scotch Plains: Laura Bruce, Ben-
jamin Parisi and William Shore, from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, and Kyle Douglas, Ayla
Meyer, Harmeet Sohal and Aliza
Stone, from Union County Magnet
High School.

Westfield: Nicholas Chopey,

Danielle Fields, Alexandra Frankel
and Anne Maguire, from Westfield
High School.

About 90 percent of the semifi-
nalists are expected to attain finalist
standing, and approximately half of
the finalists will win a National Merit
Scholarship, earning the Merit
Scholar title.

To become a finalist, a semifinal-
ist must have an outstanding aca-
demic record throughout high
school, be endorsed and recom-
mended by the high school princi-
pal, and earn SAT scores that con-
firm the student’s earlier perfor-
mance on the qualifying test.

The semifinalist and a high school
official must submit a detailed schol-
arship application, which includes
the student’s essay and information
about the semifinalist’s participa-
tion and leadership in school and
community activities.

Approximately 15,000 semifinal-
ists are expected to advance to the
finalist level, and it is from this group
that all National Merit Scholarship
winners will be chosen. Merit
Scholar designees are selected on
the basis of their skills, accomplish-
ments and potential for success in
rigorous college studies, without
regard to gender, race, ethnic origin,
or religious preference.

More Community News

More Education News

Rahway’s UCPAC Presents
Berenstain Bears Musical

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) kicks
off the fall season with the family-
favorite The Berenstain Bears in
“Family Matters” the Musical on
Saturday, September 25, at 2 p.m.

This family-friendly show cel-
ebrates a childhood classic. All tick-
ets are $15 each. UCPAC is also
providing added excitement with a
coloring contest featuring the poster

artwork from the brand-new family
production. More information and a
downloadable coloring contest flyer
are available at ucpac.org.

The Berenstain Bears in “Family
Matters” the Musical weaves together
three of Stan and Jan Berenstain’s
most popular books: “The Berenstain
Bears Learn about Strangers,” “The
Berenstain Bears and Too Much Junk
Food” and “The Berenstain Bears’
Trouble at School.”

“I am honored to bring the be-
loved Berenstain Bears to life on
stage,” said producer Matt Murphy.
“This heart-warming musical will
give a new generation of young read-
ers a chance to fall in love with these
characters, just as I did when I was a
child.

“Our talented creative team has
done a marvelous job in adapting
these stories and their important life
lessons into an entertaining family
musical,” he added. “I am looking
forward to seeing this production
thrive in the educational touring mar-
ket for many years to come.”

Tickets are available at the UCPAC
Box Office at (732) 499-8226 or
online at ucpac.org. The UCPAC Box
Office, located at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway, is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.

Maurer, ‘Change of Heart’
Author, to Visit Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet with Shari Maurer, author
of the young-adult book, “Change of
Heart,” on Saturday, September 25,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Shortly after her 16th birthday,
popular varsity soccer star Emmi
comes down with an ordinary virus.
But when she doesn’t bounce back as
always, she gets the worst possible
news – she’s had myocarditis that’s
destroyed her heart, putting her into
congestive heart failure.

And the prognosis is bleak: without
a heart transplant, she will die in a
matter of months. Will she get a heart

in time? Will she even survive the
surgery? What if her body rejects the
heart? When tragedy strikes close to
home, Emmi must rely even more on
her inner strength in order to carry on.

Ms. Maurer grew up in New City,
N.Y. Before becoming an author, she
worked for six years at the Children’s
Television Workshop (now Sesame
Workshop), working on international
versions of “Sesame Street” and other
children’s programs.

She also is the author of the book
“The Parent’s Guide to Children’s
Congenital Heart Defects.” She and
her family are devoted to raising
awareness of the crucial need for new
organ donors.

The public can meet Ms. Maurer at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
To learn more, call (908) 233-3535.
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