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Cranford Football Cougars Improve to 2-0 with Overwhelming, 35-6, Win Over Voorhees Vikings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

completions of 13 yards and eight
yards to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson and added a golden touch
with a 24-yard touchdown pass to
wide receiver Bryan Fitzsimmons.

“Joey gets underrated for a quar-
terback. All practices, he throws per-

fect balls. This one just happened to
be in a game. He threw a perfect ball,
and I just went up and got it,”
Fitzsimmons said.

After Van Ostenbridge recovered
the Viking fumble, the Cougars used
10 running plays to get to the end

zone. Tyrone Avent’s 10-yard bash
up the middle set up Papandrea’s
one-yard sneak for the touchdown
with 6:28 left in the first quarter.

“I was running downfield as hard
as I could. We were thinking the
whole time, let’s get a fumble, let’s

get a recovery,” Van Ostenbridge said.
“I saw the ball popped out, and I said,
‘that’s mine’.”

On the Vikings’ next possession,
quarterback Matt Bonavita’s lateral
to the right side was disrupted. Cou-
gar linebacker Anthony DaSilva
scooped up the ball at the 35-yard
line and galloped across the goal
with 4:57 on the clock. Rob Gaeta
booted the second of his five points-
after to make the score 14-0.

“We worked all week on a play
they run out with a little hook.
Coaches said, ‘if you see that, just
jump it.’ [Sean] Trotter ended up nail-
ing the kid, and I had to get the ball
and go into the end zone. I wasn’t
stopping,” DaSilva explained.

The Vikings responded with a
march from their own 13-yard line to
the Cougar one, with the help of a 49-
yard, breakaway run from Russ
Perkalis that was stopped by defen-
sive back Reggie Green, but a very
stingy goal line stance yielded zero
points.

Just after the goal line stance, the
Cougars engineered a 10-play, 99-
yard scoring drive, which ended with
Fitzsimmons’ grab in the end zone.
Interestingly, during that drive, Van

Ostenbridge, like what happened to
him twice last week in the win over
A.L. Johnson, had a nice 10-yard run
negated due to a Cougar infraction.

“I look at that as a positive, because
I think it opened up other options on
the other side of the field. We run one
way. They were ready for that, then
we got two big runs after the penalty.
We moved the ball downfield. That’s
all we wanted,” Van Ostenbridge said.

The Cougars received the kickoff
to open the second half and rumbled
76 yards on six plays, which was
concluded when Papandrea pitched
left to Trotter, who jetted down the
left side line for a 66-yard touchdown
to make the score 28-0. Three min-
utes later, with 6:42 left in the third
quarter, Perkalis found the seam once
again and carried five straight times,
totaling 70 yards, to score the Vi-
kings’ only touchdown. Cougar
Bobby Anstatt blocked the point-af-
ter attempt.

“It was just those couple of series
where they started to get through,”
Cougar defensive lineman Tim Handy
explained. “They were double-team-
ing, whether it was me or [Jon]
Mendoza. They just happened to find
a seam right up the middle. They

were getting me at the nose [guard],
and they were getting the linebacker.
We got back in it once we realized
what was going on.”

The Cougars’ defense did get back
on track with their second goal line
stance on the Vikings’ next drive,
which ended when defensive line-
man T.J. Nichols batted down
Bonavita’s pass.

“That was huge! At the start of the
second half, we struggled a little bit
on offense. Their defense played
great. They got some big plays on
offense, but our defense was resil-
ient. We bent, but we didn’t break.
We got the stops,” Papandrea said.

With 7:38 remaining in the game,
Papandrea finished off a seven-play,
96-yard drive with his 56-yard touch-
down curl up the middle.

Trotter finished with 103 yards on
six carries. Avent had 78 yards on 18
carries, and Van Ostenbridge had 17
yards on five carries. Nick Diaz car-
ried three times for 37 yards, Bobby
Bruns had a three-yard carry, and
Sean McGovern had a six-yard carry.
Green also had an interception in the
second quarter.
Cranford 14   7   7   7 35
Voorhees   0   0   6   0 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING THEIR JOB BEHIND THE SCENES…Two Cranford Cougar cheerleaders, left photo, prepare to root for their team when the game begins between the Cougars and the Vikings of Voorhees. The Cougar stat girls, right, make sure that
they keep proper records of their team’s accomplishments. The Cranford Cougar football team went on to defeat Voorhees, 35-6, in Glen Gardner on September 18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLICING THROUGH THE OPENINGS…Cougar Sean Trotter, No. 24, managed to find the right openings en route to
gaining 103 yards, which included a 66-yard touchdown run, on six carries against Voorhees.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING BEFORE THE MEET…Cougar Sara LoBue practices a split prior to the meet with Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Scotch Plains on September 21. The Cougars prevailed, 99.90 to 97.05. See story next week on The Westfield Leader
newspaper and the Cougar Online Exclusive.

Transform Your House Into Your Dream House

1(877) 572-0738

www.brickface.com/2010

For over 50 years, our award-winning company specializes in the installation of high-quality
Brickface, Stoneface, Hardcoat and Vinyl exterior surfaces, as well as energy-efficient windows.

• A New Middle School
Program For All Girls
GR 4 - 8.

• Fall "Team"
6 Week Program
at Union County College

PROMOTING GROWTH OF UNION COUNTY
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

For more information and to register,
please log onto CRUSHVB.com

LET’S PLAY VOLLEYBALL! BRING YOUR FRIENDS!
HURRY-SPACE IS LIMITED!
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908-518-WINE • 514 North Avenue, Garwood • www.rosieswinebar.com

Bridal Showers • Corporate Events
Custom Wine Tastings • Holiday Celebrations

Retail & More

celebrate @ rosie’s...
Thurs, Sept 23: LIVE MUSIC – The Crystal Rhinos 7:30 pm, $6 Frozen Pina Coladas

Mon, Sept 27 & Oct 4: LIVE MUSIC – The Booglerizers: Rich DiPaolo & friends Live Pickn’ 7:30 pm

Sun, Nov 14: ROSIE’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA Come Taste Over 100 wines; Buffet Served: Live Music;
A Great Opportunity to Shop for Holiday Gifts  12pm - 6pm. Come & Go As You Please

Upcoming

Events:

Wed, Sept 29: Leave Your Passport at Home & Celebrate OKTOBERFEST, Beer Flights; German Fare; Lederhosen & More.


