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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Liz Berry, a senior on the varsity tennis team, who plays third singles, finished
last week with a record of 3-0 beating Somerville, Roselle Park and New Providence.

‘PAP’ GETS 2; VAN ‘O’, DaSILVA, TROTTER SCORE TDs

Football Cougars Overwhelm
Voorhees Viking Boys, 35-6

MARKOVITS, CORTES SCORE; LENOFF, ELLMAN ASST

Raiders Net 2 in Second Half,
Top Cougar Soccer Boys, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Justin Van Ostenbridge recovered
a fumble on the opening kickoff at
the Voorhees Vikings’ 37-yard line
that established the pace for the
Cranford High School football team
to cruise to a 35-6 victory in Glen
Gardner on September 18.

The 2-0 Cougars received several

strong performances from their spe-
cial teams and two successful goal
line stances to go with a devastating
option offense that netted 360 rush-
ing yards and 45 passing yards.

Quarterback Joey Papandrea liter-
ally played “big”, as he amassed 116
rushing yards, including touchdown
runs of one and 56 yards, in 11 car-
ries. Papandrea, listed at 175-lbs, on
a few occasions ran like a 230-full-
back, dragging several would-be tack-

lers for 10 or more yards.
“I feel like I get stronger as the

game goes on, because I am in good
shape. I use that to my advantage, and
I keep trying to run,” Papandrea ex-
plained.

Because the Cougars’ offensive
scheme is that of a multiple-person-
nel running attack, rarely has
Papandrea needed to take to the air,
but when he did, he struck with
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Persistence finally overcame re-
sistance when Morgan Ellman
launched a left-to-right shot to Alex
Markovits, who nailed a header for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys soc-
cer team’s first goal with 15 minutes
remaining en route to a 2-0 victory
over Cranford in Scotch Plains on
September 20.

A stubborn Cougar defense, led by
senior co-captains Ray El-Khoury

and Eric Walano, gave the Raiders
headaches throughout the entire first
half and part of the second half, but
due to the absence of midfielder
Connor DeMars, Cranford Head
Coach Mike Curci was forced to make
some alterations in his normal lineup.

“We’re still a work in progress, and
with Connor Demars out, I was look-
ing at defense first, so I moved Ray to
sweeper, and had Eric at stopper, and
that worked for the first 60 minutes,”
Coach Curci said.

The Cougars nearly struck gold in
the first half when Walano launched

a great lead to sophomore forward
Matt Aquiles, whose shot just missed
to the right.

“Eric’s lead pass was perfect, and
Aquiles did a nice job of holding off
the defender to get the shot off. If he
scores that goal, it’s a different out-
come,” said Coach Curci, who added,
“I was asking two players – freshman
Andrew Gee and sophomore Matt
Aquiles – to play positions that they’re
still getting used to. They both have a
tremendous amount of potential, but

you only get better with experience,
and today was good for them and our
other young players.”

Also early in the first half, Coach
Curci moved junior defender George
El-Khoury up front for some veteran
assistance but later moved him back
to center midfielder in the middle of
the half.

In the second half, the Raiders
stepped up the pressure, while the
Cougars shifted their lineup again in

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CUTTING AROUND THE RIGHT SIDE…Cougar running back Justin Van Ostenbridge cuts around the right side line
for a 10-yard gain against the Voorhees Vikings on September 18 in Glen Gardner.
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Lack of sleep has been linked to:

Increased risk of health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, hypertension and
depression

Decreased reaction time,
performance and memory

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 908-322-4178
www.mattressfac.com blog -www.flipandrotate.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

   Experience…

$50 - $100

OFF
Any twin/full
set starting at

$499

offer good on new
purchases only

expires 10/31/10

$100 - $200

OFF
Any queen/king

set starting at
$699

offer good on new
purchases only

expires 10/31/10

Whatever your budget –
we have your perfect night’s sleep!

Wesley Allen Beds Custom Sizes
Split Box Springs Futons
Folding Cots High Risers
Accessories Furniture
Boat/RV mattresses Pillows

Come see for
yourself!

Visit us at the
Westfield Festifall

this Sunday.

ALSO:

See Cranford/Voorhees football game in the printed portion of The Westfield Leader
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New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains

From $599,000 - $1,199,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com
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GETTING A STEP AHEAD…Cougar forward Mike Helmstetter, No. 3, gets a step ahead of Raider Andrew Leischner, No.
2, in Scotch Plains on September 20. The Raiders scored two second-half goals to win, 2-0.

Probitas Verus Honos


