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Soccer Raiders Score Early,
Stun Lady Blue Devils, 1-0
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Blue Devil V’ball Girls Edge
SP-F Raiders, 25-23, 25-21
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Cougars Overwhelm
Voorhees Vikings

Devils, Raiders Tie in Deluge-Shortened Game
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Rahway Gridders Top Raiders
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were unable to get in sync due to the
Raiders’ continuous dogging.

“It’s actually pretty straight for-
ward. Scotch Plains came out ready
to play, and Westfield did not. I give
a great deal of credit to the Scotch
Plains team and the coaching staff.
They did a better job than we did at
the beginning of the game,” coach
Kapner said.

“Overall, it was a great team effort.

I told the guys in order for us to win,
we had to out-work Westfield, which
I thought we definitely did,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

As the second half opened, so did
the skies, but in the drenching rain,
seconds after a corner kick, Blue Devil
senior midfielder Eric Byer won a
scramble and buried the ball into the
net for the tie. Sophomore striker
Henry Smith was credited with an

had his pass batted at the line and
picked off and returned 62 yards for a
touchdown midway through the third
quarter.

The Raiders were never able to get
back into the game as the athleticism
of Rahway took over and the injuries
began to mount for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, which included Alleman
who left with what appeared to be an
injury to his throwing shoulder.

“We lost some people. We had a lot
of sophomores in there, and that makes
it tough. They made some mistakes,
but that is why they are sophomores,”
Coach Ciccotelli commented.

Blackwell finished the afternoon
with 15 carries for 33 yards but 110
total yards. He also recovered a fumble
on defense. Alleman was 2-for-8 for
16 yards passing and 18 rushing.

Anthony Letteri led the way for the
defense with 11 tackles and right be-
hind him was Neville Hall who had 10
tackles. Will Bryant and Billy Castore
wrecked havoc in the backfield, with
five tackles and two sacks and six
tackles and one sack, respectively.

There was a scary scene with about
five minutes left in the first half. Raider
Dan Lynch collapsed on the sideline
with an apparent concussion. He had
to be taken off the field in an ambu-
lance, although he was conscious and
responding when he left.

While it was a tough loss for the
Raiders, it is still early in the season
with coach Ciccotelli mentioning, “Well
I thought our effort was outstanding…
and now we have to rebound.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 7 0 0 0 7
Rahway 0 7 6 6 19

assist. Two minutes later, everybody
scrambled for shelter.

“Once the goal was scored, I
thought we took the game over, but
we did not play, even then, up to our
ability,” coach Kapner said. “The one
thing that I am proud of was, in the
second half, we played super hard.
We fought and scratched and man-
aged to score. We came out from,
what I considered a poor performance,
with a tie. Hopefully we will learn
from this and move on.”

“For most of the players, it was
their first varsity game against
Westfield, and I was extremely proud
of the way they responded. We only
start one senior, so the result although
a tie, was a big confidence builder
against a good Westfield team. We
have gotten better every game and
that usually is the process with a
talented but young team,” coach
Breznitsky said.

“They played a very intelligent
game against us, and we didn’t re-
spond to that. We had a number of
alternatives to what was being done,
and it didn’t happen on the field to-
day. We did not play well physically.
We did not play well tactically. Hav-
ing said that, Scotch Plains did. They
got a goal early and they shut down
most of the things we tried to do,”
coach Kapner said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1
Westfield 0 1 1

A.L. Johnson, had a nice 10-yard run
negated due to a Cougar infraction.

“I look at that as a positive, because
I think it opened up other options on
the other side of the field. We run one
way. They were ready for that, then
we got two big runs after the penalty.
We moved the ball downfield. That’s
all we wanted,” Van Ostenbridge said.

The Cougars received the kickoff
to open the second half and rumbled
76 yards on six plays, which was
concluded when Papandrea pitched
left to Trotter, who jetted down the
left side line for a 66-yard touchdown
to make the score 28-0. Three min-
utes later, with 6:42 left in the third
quarter, Perkalis found the seam once
again and carried five straight times,
totaling 70 yards, to score the Vi-
kings’ only touchdown. Cougar
Bobby Anstatt blocked the point-af-
ter attempt.

“It was just those couple of series
where they started to get through,”
Cougar defensive lineman Tim Handy
explained. “They were double-team-
ing, whether it was me or [Jon]
Mendoza. They just happened to find
a seam right up the middle. They
were getting me at the nose [guard],

and they were getting the linebacker.
We got back in it once we realized
what was going on.”

The Cougars’ defense did get back
on track with their second goal line
stance on the Vikings’ next drive,
which ended when defensive line-
man T.J. Nichols batted down
Bonavita’s pass.

“That was huge! At the start of the
second half, we struggled a little bit
on offense. Their defense played great.
They got some big plays on offense,
but our defense was resilient. We bent,
but we didn’t break. We got the stops,”
Papandrea said.

With 7:38 remaining in the game,
Papandrea finished off a seven-play,
96-yard drive with his 56-yard touch-
down curl up the middle.

Trotter finished with 103 yards on
six carries. Avent had 78 yards on 18
carries, and Van Ostenbridge had 17
yards on five carries. Nick Diaz car-
ried three times for 37 yards, Bobby
Bruns had a three-yard carry, and
Sean McGovern had a six-yard carry.
Green also had an interception in the
second quarter.
Cranford 14   7   7   7 35
Voorhees   0   0   6   0 6

Game 2 saw a little more spread in
the scoring, with the Raiders holding
an 11-6 lead until right-side hitter
Abby Flaherty added a stuff, and the
momentum headed in Westfield’s di-
rection. After Fang added another
kill, Partridge began to find the open
corners with several kills to push a
20-16 lead.

“We noticed that their back setter
spot was open a lot, and the corners
were open, so whenever I hit, I tried
to get it to the back corner or to the
[far] corner over there, Partridge ex-
plained. “You really got to look for
those spots and try to hit them. That’s
going to make the difference. Place
hits, I think, are more important than
power.”

The Raiders fought back to knot
the score at 21-21, but after a missed
service and another kill from Earl,
Blue Devil junior Morgan Bowen
rapped two service points for the win.
Blue Devil junior libero Grace
Antonelli was instrumental in her roll
and finished with 11 digs.

“We have a lot of potential, and I
think it definitely showed on the court
today. Everybody really wanted to
win, because obviously we are big
rivals, then we can come home to-
morrow and say, ‘we won’. That first

game you got to win. It really helps
for the second game, if you win the
first,” said Abbattista, who also
pointed out that Flaherty, Earl and
Bowen had some nice hits.

“By the score you could tell it was
a very even-keeled match. The skills
were very equal. Between the serves
and passing, the second game we
came through much better, and we
were able to get our attack rolling a
little bit better,” Coach Torok said.
“They are a team that you have to
watch.”

“I think it was an intense game, and
there are some positives for my team to
take from it. We were able to see where
our strengths lie and where we need to
continue to work in order to put forth
the best effort for each game through-
out the season,” Coach Stack said.

“It’s good to have this win for our
confidence. I think it will make us
more prepared for tomorrow’s game
[Union]. We will bring momentum
into that game,” Partridge said.

“We lost to Roselle Catholic in our
opener on Monday. The first game
was really close, but I really didn’t
feel like we played our game. Today,
we got our communication back, and
we were a different team,” coach
Torok said

senior captain Hannah Kronick.
With the Raiders clinging to a 1-0

lead, a few of their players stepped up
their game. Not only Nagourney but
also Erin Pierce was fantastic in the
midfield, controlling the left side and
adding support to the Raiders’ of-
fense with a number of strong runs up
the sidelines.

With 10 minutes left, Westfield be-
gan to threaten, looked sharper and out-
possessed the Raiders down the stretch.
But it was a strong defensive effort
from Raider defenders Avia Shadmi,
Christine Miklas and goalkeeper Paige
Della Badia that made the difference,
keeping the dangerous Blue Devil
striker, Sam Costello, in check.

After the game, head coach Kevin
Ewing said, “[This win] definitely
helps the confidence, Westfield is well
coached, they have a good bunch of
kids over there, they play hard and it’s
a big rivalry. This win is huge, espe-

cially for the younger kids.”
Shah commented, “Myself and my

co-captain [Nagourney] wanted to
beat Westfield one more time, and all
of the girls played really well.”

Westfield, despite the loss, had
some positives to take away. While
they never found the equalizer, they
played a hard game against a great
opponent and some tough weather.

Head Coach Alex Schmidt said,
“When you give up a goal in the first
two minutes of the game, it is hard to
rebound from that. I think we need to
find our confidence again. This team
is technically skilled. It is just once
you lose a little confidence it is hard
to get it back. We possessed well
coming out of the half, and then rain
kind of delayed a lot of it. [I] give
credit to both teams.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood improved
to 2-0-1 overall and 2-0 in the county.
Westfield fell to 1-2.

See Cranford Online Exclu-
sive for more photos.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A HEAD ON THE BALL…Raider junior defender Kevin Scully, facing, and Blue Devil senior Ryan Heine
attempted a header in the deluge-shortened game at Kehler Stadium.
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CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Magnificent 5 BR, 5.5 Bath CHC a grand finished basement. Gourmet
kitchen w/Thermador applcs, custom cabinetry, granite counters, butler‘s pantry with
wine refrig. FR wired for SS, custom fireplace w/built-in shelves; 1st floor BR and full bath;
MBR suite with large dressing-room/closet, fireplace and detailed tray ceiling; walk-up
attic. Basement has granite-topped bar, lg Steamist steambath/Sauna, rec room, and large
storage rm. Sliders in kit open to deck & park-like yard.

RANCH

Mountainside. Beautiful 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch style home on a premier
Mountainside street. Light and Bright with wood floors. Eat-in kitchen opens to the
Family Room with a wood burning fireplace. This home has large rooms and a great flow
for entertaining and everyday one story living. The full basement is just waiting to be
finished. 2 Car Attached Garage.

Scotch Plains. A complete renovation in 2007 has made this home a modern beauty.
A column of windows in the living room allows light to flood the interior. A breakfast
sunroom off the gourmet kitchen lends charm & expands the 1st floor living space while
the family rooms fireplace adds warmth. Four spacious bedrooms, including the master
with spa quality bath, & two additional baths finish the 2nd fl. A finished basement & 2
car garage complete this fabulous home.

SPECTACULAR RENOVATED CUSTOM COLONIAL

Westfield. This nearly new 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial offers incredible space.
Featuring gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen with granite opening to Family Room, Formal Dining
Room and Living Room with gas fireplace. Master Bedroom Suite, 2nd floor Laundry
Room, third floor great room with Bedroom, finished basement with recreation room, full
bath, office, and au pair suite. Nice deep backyard with large deck off Kitchen/Family
Room and 2 car detached garage. Directions: Central Ave to Connecticut, right on to
Boynton, left on to Delaware #229.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH 1-5PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH 1-5PM

Scotch Plains. Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home in a terrific location;
featuring a new master bedroom and bath and huge Family Room with wet bar. Very
convenient to NYC transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large
deck overlooking the park like backyard with in-ground swimming pool and Koi pond.
Possible in-law or au pair suite on ground floor. Directions: North Avenue to Westfield
Road to Morse Avenue to Ascot to Stocker #2293.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH 1-5PM

Scotch Plains. This pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial is absolute perfection. Eat
In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with wood burning fireplace, partially
finished basement with den, laundry and utility rooms, Underground Lawn Sprinkler,
Privacy Fence, Central Air, 2 car attached garage, nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac. Directions:
Mountain Avenue to Roberts Lane to Gary Court #5.


