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‘PAP’ GETS 2; VAN ‘O’, DaSILVA, TROTTER SCORE TDs

Football Cougars Overwhelm
Voorhees Viking Boys, 35-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Justin Van Ostenbridge recovered
a fumble on the opening kickoff at the
Voorhees Vikings’ 37-yard line that
established the pace for the Cranford
High School football team to cruise
to a 35-6 victory in Glen Gardner on
September 18.

The 2-0 Cougars received several
strong performances from their spe-
cial teams and two successful goal
line stances to go with a devastating
option offense that netted 360 rush-
ing yards and 45 passing yards.

Quarterback Joey Papandrea liter-
ally played “big”, as he amassed 116
rushing yards, including touchdown
runs of one and 56 yards, in 11 car-
ries. Papandrea, listed at 175-lbs, on
a few occasions ran like a 230-full-
back, dragging several would-be tack-
lers for 10 or more yards.

“I feel like I get stronger as the

game goes on, because I am in good
shape. I use that to my advantage, and
I keep trying to run,” Papandrea ex-
plained.

Because the Cougars’ offensive
scheme is that of a multiple-person-
nel running attack, rarely has
Papandrea needed to take to the air,
but when he did, he struck with
completions of 13 yards and eight
yards to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson and added a golden touch
with a 24-yard touchdown pass to
wide receiver Bryan Fitzsimmons.

“Joey gets underrated for a quarter-
back. All practices, he throws perfect
balls. This one just happened to be in

a game. He threw a perfect ball, and I
just went up and got it,” Fitzsimmons
said.

After Van Ostenbridge recovered
the Viking fumble, the Cougars used
10 running plays to get to the end
zone. Tyrone Avent’s 10-yard bash
up the middle set up Papandrea’s one-
yard sneak for the touchdown with
6:28 left in the first quarter.

“I was running downfield as hard
as I could. We were thinking the whole
time, let’s get a fumble, let’s get a
recovery,” Van Ostenbridge said. “I
saw the ball popped out, and I said,
‘that’s mine’.”

On the Vikings’ next possession,
quarterback Matt Bonavita’s lateral
to the right side was disrupted. Cou-
gar linebacker Anthony DaSilva
scooped up the ball at the 35-yard line
and galloped across the goal with
4:57 on the clock. Rob Gaeta booted
the second of his five points-after to

make the score 14-0.
“We worked all week on a play

they run out with a little hook. Coaches
said, ‘if you see that, just jump it.’
[Sean] Trotter ended up nailing the
kid, and I had to get the ball and go
into the end zone. I wasn’t stopping,”
DaSilva explained.

The Vikings responded with a
march from their own 13-yard line to
the Cougar one, with the help of a 49-
yard, breakaway run from Russ
Perkalis that was stopped by defen-
sive back Reggie Green, but a very
stingy goal line stance yielded zero
points.

Just after the goal line stance, the
Cougars engineered a 10-play, 99-
yard scoring drive, which ended with
Fitzsimmons’ grab in the end zone.
Interestingly, during that drive, Van
Ostenbridge, like what happened to
him twice last week in the win over
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RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE
Coldwell Banker 

Pristine and renovated 2 Bedroom Park Edge end unit boasts new Kitchen with granite 
counters and high end appliances, new Bathrooms, Living Room, Dining Room, hardwood 

floors, fireplace, full basement and attic ready to finish!                    Offered for $439,000

Charming Colonial situated on a quiet street just blocks to town, train and schools.  This 
fantastic opportunity boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen, formal entrance Foyer, Dining and 
Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, hardwood floors and patio overlooking private, 

fenced rear yard.                                                                                Offered for $499,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

552 PIERSON STREET, WESTFIELD

260 WALNUT STREET #10, WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

• A New Middle School
Program For All Girls
GR 4 - 8.

• Fall "Team"
6 Week Program
at Union County College

PROMOTING GROWTH OF UNION COUNTY
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

For more information and to register,
please log onto CRUSHVB.com

LET’S PLAY VOLLEYBALL! BRING YOUR FRIENDS!
HURRY-SPACE IS LIMITED!

 

           I           I           I           Imagine owning this exceptional Westfield Colonial residence, sitting 
upon a graceful lawn with a winding slate walk to the front door, located in 
“The Gardens”, and brimming with quiet sophistication and charm, hand-
some detail, and exquisite workmanship. Enjoy gracious formal rooms 
well-suited for entertaining and versatile family living spaces for today’s 
lifestyle. This spacious home enjoys 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, an up-to-date 
kitchen, 2 fireplaces, screened in porch, as well as a large covered porch 
overlooking the very private rear garden,  and so much more.   This excep-
tional new offering is so close to Westfield’s superb schools,  fine shopping, 
and commuter transportation. Offered at $1,100,000. 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2009 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  

by NRT Incorporated. 
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Raiders Net 2 in Second Half,
Top Cougar Soccer Boys, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistence finally overcame resis-
tance when Morgan Ellman launched
a left-to-right shot to Alex Markovits,
who nailed a header for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood boys soccer team’s
first goal with 15 minutes remaining
en route to a 2-0 victory over Cranford
in Scotch Plains on September 20.

A stubborn Cougar defense, led by
senior co-captains Ray El-Khoury and
Eric Walano, gave the Raiders head-
aches throughout the entire first half
and part of the second half, but due to
the absence of midfielder Connor

DeMars, Cranford Head Coach Mike
Curci was forced to make some alter-
ations in his normal lineup.

“We’re still a work in progress, and
with Connor Demars out, I was look-
ing at defense first, so I moved Ray to
sweeper, and had Eric at stopper, and
that worked for the first 60 minutes,”
Coach Curci said.

The Cougars nearly struck gold in
the first half when Walano launched a
great lead to sophomore forward Matt
Aquiles, whose shot just missed to
the right.

“Eric’s lead pass was perfect, and
Aquiles did a nice job of holding off

the defender to get the shot off. If he
scores that goal, it’s a different out-
come,” said Coach Curci, who added,
“I was asking two players – freshman
Andrew Gee and sophomore Matt
Aquiles – to play positions that they’re
still getting used to. They both have a
tremendous amount of potential, but
you only get better with experience,
and today was good for them and our
other young players.”

Also early in the first half, Coach
Curci moved junior defender George
El-Khoury up front for some veteran
assistance but later moved him back
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LOT OF ACTION IN THE MIDDLE…Cougar center midfielder Ray El-Khoury, No. 14, blocks the ball as Raider junior
Phillipe Kwamir, No. 14, leaps into action at Scotch Plains on September 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIGHTING AN OPEN RECEIVER DOWNFIELD…Cougar quarterback Joey Papandrea, No. 16, prepares to fire a pass
to an open receiver during the game with Voorhees at Glen Gardner on September 18.


